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MONDAY  21  JULY 


09.00  -  09.20  Official  Welcome 

"V*  <3  V'  -V-  i  ^  c,- 1  \  ■  V  >  \  • ' 


SESSION  A  -  THEORY  AND  DYNAMICS-) 


09.20  - 10.00  A1  ^Dynamical  bottlenecks  and  tunneling  path  for 


chemical  reactions; 
D.G.Truhlar 


10.00  -  10.20  A2  Study  of  the  H  +  H2  (V  =  1)  reaction  and  its 
isotopic  analogs. 

V.B.  Rozenshtein,  Y.M.  Gershenzon. 
A.V.  Ivanov,  S.D.  Ilin,  S.l.  Kucheryavii  and 
S.Y.  Umanskii 


10.20-  10.40  A3  Reduced  dimensionality  rate  constant  calcu¬ 
lations  for  0(3  P)  +  H2  (D2 ,  HD)  ->  OH  (OD) 
+  H(D)  :  comparison  between  theory  and 
experiment. 

A.F.  Wagner.  T.H.  Dunning,  Jr.  and 
J.M.  Bowman 


10.40-  11.20  Coffee 


1 1 .20  -  1 1 .40  A4  Reactions  on  attractive  potential  energy 
surfaces  :  connections  between  rate  and 
potential  parameters. 

J.  Troe 

11.40-12.00  A5  A  theoretical  prediction  of  rate  coefficients 
for  reactions  involving  intermediate  complex 
formation. 

J.A.  Miller,  C.F.  Melius  and  N.J.  Brown 

12.00-12.20  A6  The  dynamics  of  the  reactions  of  0(1D2) 
with  hydrogen-containing  halocarbons. 

P.M.  Aker,  B.  Niefer,  J.J.  Sloan  and 
H.  Heydtmann. 
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12.20  - 12.40  A7  L!F  measurements  on  product  state  distribu¬ 
tions  in  radical-radical  reactions. 

B.J.  Orr,  I.W.M.  Smith  and  R.P.  Tuckett 

13.00  Lunch 

C 

SESSION  B  -  MOLECULAR  BEAMS*.  ~~ 


14.30- 15.10  B1  Reactivity  of  Van  der  Waals  complexes’. 

C.  Jouvet,  M.C.  Duval,  W.H.  Breckenridge, 

B.  Soep 

15.10  - 15.30  B2  The  dynamics  of  reactive  collisions  of  atomic 
carbon.  / 

G.  Dorthe.  M.  Costes,  C.  Naulin,  Ph.  Caubet, 

C.  Vaucamps  and  G.  Nouchi 

15.30-  15.50  B3  Molecular  beam  studv  of  the  radical  group 

effect  in  the  K  +  Rl  ->  Kl  ;k'R(R  =  CH3, 
C2  Hs ,  nC3 H7 )  reactive  collisions. 

V.  Saez  Rabanos,  F.J..  Aoiz,  V.J.  Herrero, 
E.  Verdasco  and  A.  Gonzalez  Urena 

15.50  - 16.10  B4  Laser  induced  fluorescence  study  of  reactions 
of  Ca  with  0H3I  and  CF3I  in  the  molecular 
beam-gas,apparatus. 

Guo-zhong  He,  Jue  Wang,  R.S.  Tse  and 
Nan-quan  Lou 


16.10-16-40  (Coffee 

16.40-17.00  B5  Energy  and  angular  momentum  disposal  in 
chemiluminescent  electronically  excited 

atomic  reactions;  _ _ _ _ i_ai.  X !\ 

K.  Johnson,  A.  Kvaran,  J.P.  Simons  and 
P.A.  Smith 


n 
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17.00-17.40  B6  Topological  study  on  three  and  four  atom 
indirect  exchange  reactions.  Application  to 
the  processes  C(3P)  +  NO(X2IT)  and  C(3P) 
+  N20(X1S+). 

M.T.  Rayez,  P.  Halvick,  B.  Duguay  and 
J.C.  Rayez 


17.40-18.00  B7  Dynamical  processes  of  detachment  in 

ci-/h2. 

M.  Barat,  J.C.  Brenot,  M.  Durup-Ferguson, 
J.  Fayeton,  J.C.  Houver  and  J.B.  Ozenne 


19.00 


Reception  at  City  Hall. 


TUESDAY  22  JULY 


SESSION  C  -  ATMOSPHERIC  REACTIONS-  x 


09.00-09.40 


Some  current  problems  in  atmospheric  trace 
gas  chemistry,  the  role  of  chemical  kinetics;,  c 
R.A.  Cox 


09.40  -10.0G  C2  Absolute  rate  constants  for  the  gas-phase 
reaction  of  N03  radicals  with  reduced  sulfur 
compounds. 

T.J.  Wallington,  R.  Atkinson,  A.M.  Winer  and 
J.N.  Pitts 


10.00  - 10.20  C3  Thermal  stability  of  peroxynitrates. 

A.  Reimer  and  F.  Zabel 

10.20-10.40  C4  The  sticking  of  gas  molecules  to  water 
surfaces. 

J.  Gardner,  L.  Sharfman,  Y.G.  Adewuyi 
P.  Davidovits.  M.S.  Zahniser,  D.R.  Worsnop 
and  C.E.  Kolb 


10.40-11.20  Coffee 


11.20-11.40  C5  Discharge  flow  determination  of  the  rate 
constants  for  the  reactions  OH  +  S02 

+  He  and  HOS02  +  02 . 

D.  Martin,  J.L.  Jourdain  and  G.  Le  Bras 

11.40-12.00  C6  High  resolution  Fourier  transform  spectro¬ 
scopy  of  gas  phase  radicals  and  reaction 
products. 

J.B.  Burkholder,  P.D.  Hammer  and  C.J.  Howard 

12.00  - 12.20  C7  Kinetics  and  mechanism  of  atmospheric  CS2 
oxidation. 

A.R.  Ravishankara.  E.R.  Lovejoy,  N.S.  Wang, 
C.J.  Howard,  P.H.  Whine,  J.M.  Nicovich  and 
A.J.  Hynes 

W 
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12.20-  12.40  C8  Examination  of  the  temperature  dependence 
for  the  reaction  of  OH  radicals  with  hetero¬ 
cyclic  aromatics  (imidazole,  furan,  pyrole 
and  thiophene)  and  the  unimolecular  decay 
of  the  adducts  imidazole-OH  and  thiophene- 
OH. 

F.  Witte  and  C.  Zetzsch 
13.00  c  Lunch 

SESSION  D  -  UNIMOLECULAR  REACTIONS-  >> 

\  ✓ 

-  „  V 

14.30- 15.10  D1  The  chemical  dynamics  of  highly  vibra- 

tionally  excited  molecules; 

F.F.  Grim  -  .  ' 

,  Y 

15.10- 15.30  D2  Mode  selectivity  in  reactions  induced  by 

vibrational  overtone  excitation. 

J. E.  Baggott,  D.W.  Law,  P.D.  Lightfoot  and 
I.M.  Mills 

15.30-  15.50  D3  Analytic  solution  of  relaxation  in  a  system 

with  exponential  transition  probabilities. 
W.  Forst  and  Guo-Ying  Xu 

15.50- 16.10  D4  Mode  specificity  in  intramolecular  vibra¬ 

tional  relaxation  and  unimolecular  reactions : 
a  semi-classical  analysis. 

V.  Aquilanti,  S.  Cava  1 1  i  and  G.  Grossi 

16.10- 16.50  Coffee 

16.50- 17.10  D5  The  "a  priori"  calculation  of  collisional 

energy  transfer  in  highly  vibrationnally 
excited  molecules. 

K. F.  Lim  and  R.G.  Gilbert 
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17.10-17.30  D6  Multiphoton  ionization  studies  on  collisional 
energy  transfer  and  unimolecular  reactions  of 
excited  benzene  derivatives. 

H.G.  Lohmannsroben,  K.  Luther  and  K.  Reihs 

17.30-  17.50  D7  Is  propylene  oxide  cation  radical  behaving 
non-ergodically  in  its  dissociation  reactions  ? 
C.  Lifshitz,  T.  Peres,  N.  Ohmichi,  I.  Pri-Bar 
and  L.  Radom 


17.50-18.10  D8  Energy  selected  ion  chemistry  by  photo¬ 
electron  photoion  coincidence  and  laser 
induced  dissociation. 

T.  Baer,  L.  Bunn,  S.  Olesik  and  J.C.  Morrow 
18.30  Dinner 


19.20-20.10  F.  KAUFMAN  Memorial  Conference  by 
D.M.  Golden. 


SESSION  E  -  POSTER  SESSIONS 


20.10-21.00  Odd  numbers. 

21 .00  -  21 .50  Even  numbers. 

El  Direct  versus  indirect  microscopic  mechanisms  in  the  Li  +  HF  reaction  : 
an  isotopic  and  orientational  study. 

J.M.  Alvarino,  F.J.  Basterrechea  and  A.  Lagana 
E2  A  trajectory  surface-hopping  study  of  Cl"+H2  reactive  collisions. 

M.  Sizun,  E.A.  Gislason  and  G.  Parlant 

E3  Quasiciassical  trajectory  study  of  X  +  H2  type  reactions  on  realistic 
potential  energy  surfaces. 

B.  Laszlo,  G.  Lendvay  and  T.  B6rces 
E4  Dynamics  of  Collision-Induced  Dissociation. 

J.E.  Dove,  M.E.  Mandy,  N.  Sathyamurthy  and  T.  Joseph 


TUESDAY  22  JULY 


E5  A  dynamical  investigation  of  the  Li  +HCI  reaction. 

A.  Lagana,  E.  Garcia,  J.M.  Alvarino  and  P.  Palmieri 
E6  Theoretical  study  of  the  0(3P)  +  CS2  gas  phase  reaction.  Potential 
energy  hypersurface. 

R.  Sayos,  M.  Gonzalez,  J.  Bofill  and  A.  Aguilar 
E7  Molecular  beams  studies  of  atom-molecule  interactions  :  the  adiabatic 
route  from  scattering  information  to  anisotropic  potentials. 

V.  Aquilanti,  L.  Beneventi,  G.  Grossi  and  F.  Vecchiocattivi 
E8  Reactive  collision  of  0  +  H2  produced  with  excited  states  in  a  crossed 
beam  experiment. 

A.  Leb^hot,  J.  Marx,  F.  Aguillon  and  R.  Campargue 

E9  Rotational  excitation  of  the  MgCI  reaction  product  in  the  harpooning 
Mg  (1S)  +CI2  reaction. 

B.  Bourguignon,  M.A.  Gargoura,  J.  McCombie,  J.  Rostas  and  G.  Taieb. 
E10  A  (2S+)  production  by  193  nm  photolysis  of  nitrous  acid. 

D.  Solgadi,  F.  Lahmani,  E.Hontzopoulos  and  C.  Fotakis 
El  1  U.V.  photoexcitation  of  rovibrationally  excited  NO. 

J.  Deson,  C.  Lalo,  F.  Lempereur,  J.  Masanet  and  J.  Tardieu  de  Maleissye 
E12  193  nm  photolysis  of  ammonia  :  The  intermediate  in  the  2-photon 
formation  of  NH(A3IT). 

R.D.  Kenner,  F.  Rohrer,  R.  Browarzik,  A.  Kaes  and  F.  Stuhl 
El  3  Photodissociation  of  molecular  beams  of  chlorinated  benzene 
derivatives. 

T.  Ichimura,  Y.  Mori,  H.  Shinohara  and  N.  Nishi 
El  4  Single-  and  two-photon  dissociation  of  CCIF2NO  in  the  visible. 

J.A.  Dyet,  M.R.S.  McCoustra  and  J.  Pfab 
E15  HgBr(B  -*X)  fluorescence  emission  induced  by  KrF  laser  multiphoton 
dissociation  of  HgBr2. 

P.  Papagiannakopoulos  and  D.  Zevgolis 
El 6  Picosecond  laser  fluorescence  study  of  the  coilisionless  photodisso¬ 
ciation  of  nitrocompounds  at  266  nm. 

J.C.  Mialocq  and  J.C.  Stephenson 

El  7  Product  Vibrational  State  Distributions  in  the  Photodissociation  of 
Iodine  -  Rare  Gas  Clusters. 

J.M.  Philippoz,  H.  Van  den  Bergh  and  R,  Monot 
El 8  Vibrational  and  electronic  collisional  relaxation  of  C2(d3IL,  v')  and 
(C1  Ug,  v')  states.  ^ 

P.  Bartolom6,  M.  Castillejo,  J.M.  Figuera  and  M.  Martin 
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El 9  The  collisional  quenching  of  Ca(4s3d(!  D2))  by  H2  and  D2. 

D.  Husain  and  G.  Roberts 

E20  Collisional  Electronic  Quenching  of  OH(A22+)  radical. 

A.  Vegiri,  S.C.  Farantos,  P.  Papagiannakopoulos  and  C.  Fotakis 
E21  Collisional  quenching  of  OH(A2E  +,  v'  =  0)  by  NH3  from  250-1400K. 

J.B.  Jeffries,  R.A.  Copeland  and  D.R.  Crosley 
E22  Formation  of  XeCl(B2 S 2/2 )  and  Xel(B2  S 2/2 )  by  reaction  of  electro¬ 
nically  excited  ICI  with  Xe. 

J. P.T.  Wilkinson,  E.A.  Kerr,  RJ.  Donovan,  D.  Shaw  and  I.  Munro 
E23  Quenching  of  N03  (2E')  by  N2  :  a  potential  photochemical  source  of 

N20. 

K. G.  Pettrich,  F.  Ewigand  R.Zellner 

E24  The  electron  swarm  method  as  a  tool  to  investigate  the  three-body 
electron  attachment  processes. 

I.  Szamrej,  I.  Chrzascik  and  M.  Forys 

E25  The  role  of  Van  der  Waals  dimer’s  in  the  electron  capture  processes. 

I.  Szamrej,  I.  Chrzascik  and  M.  Forys 
E26  Reactions  of  ion-pair  states  of  Cl2. 

E.  Hontzopoulos  and  C.  Fotakis 

E27  The  association  reactions  of  NO  +  with  NO  and  N2  in  N2  carrier  gas. 

R.R.  Burke  and  I.McLaren 
E28  Hot  atoms  in  ionosphere. 

I. K.  Larin  and  V.L.  Talrose 

E29  The  Chemistry  of  Sodium  in  the  Mesosphere  :  Absolute  Rates  of  the 
Reactions  Na  +  03  -*NaO  +  02  and  NaO  +  0-^Na  (2 Pj,  2 Sj/2 )  +02. 

J. M.C.  Plane,  D.  Husain  and  P.  Marshall. 

E30  Parameters  of  Activation  Barriers  for  Hydrogen  Atom  Transfer 
Reactions  from  Curved  Arrhenius  Plots. 

H.  Furue  and  P.D.  Pacey 

E31  Mass  spectrometric  determination  of  rate  constants  and  mechanism  of 
atomic  fluorine  reactions  in  gas  phase. 

N.l.  Butkovskaya,  E.S.  Vasiliyev,  l.l.  Morozov  and  V.L.  Talrose 
E32  Kinetic  study  by  mass  spectrometry  of  the  reaction  of  hydrogen  atoms 
with  isobutane  in  the  range  295-407  K. 

J.P.  Sawerysyn,  C.  Lafage,  B.  Meriaux  and  A.  Tighezza 
E33  Kinetics  of  some  gas  phase  muonium  addition  reactions  between  155 
and  500  K. 

D.M.  Garner,  M.  Senba,  I.D.  Reid,  D.G.  Fleming,  D.J.  Arseneau, 
R.J.  Mikula  and  L.Lee 
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E34  Rate  constant  measurements  for  the  reactions  of  ground  state  atomic 
oxygen  with  tetramethylethylene,  299  K  <T  <  1005  K,  and  isobutene, 
296K<T<1019K. 

J.F.  Smalley,  R.B.  Klemm  and  F.L.  Nesbitt 
E35  A  discharge  flow-mass  spectrometry  study  of  the  rates  of  the  reactions 
of  diacetylene  with  atomic  oxygen  and  atomic  chlorine. 

M.  Mitchell,  J.  Brunning,  W.  Payne  and  L.  Stief 
E36  Reaction  of  0{3  P)  +SiH4  in  the  gas  phase. 

0.  Horie,  P.  Potzinger  and  B.  Reimann 

E37  Rate  constant  for  the  reaction  of  0(3P)  with  1 -butene  ; 
300  <T  <900  K. 

R. B.  Klemm,  F.L.  Nesbitt  and  J.F.  Smalley 

E38  Direct  measurements  of  the  reactions  NH2  +  H2  ^NH3  +H  at  tempe¬ 
ratures  from  670  to  1000  K. 

W.  Hack  and  P.  Rouveirolles 
E39  Laser  studies  of  gallium  atom  reaction  kinetics. 

S. A.  Mitchell,  P.A.  Hackett,  D.M.  Rayner  and  M.  Cantin 

E40  Reaction  kinetics  of  gas-phase  boron  atoms  and  boron  monoxide  with 
oxygen. 

R.C.  Oldenborg  and  L.  Baughcum 
E41  Pulsed  laser  photolysis  study  of  the  O  +  CI0  reaction. 

J.M.  Nicovich,  P.H.  Wine  and  A.R.  Ravishankara 
E42  The  kinetics  of  CIO  decay  and  spectroscopy  of  species  formed. 

R.A.  Cox,  J.M.  Davies  and  G.D.  Hayman 
E43  Kinetic  study  of  the  reactions  of  N205  with  OH,  H02,  Cl  and  CIO. 
A.  Mellouki,  G.  Poulet  and  G.  Le  Bras 

E44  The  reactivity  of  the  nitrate  radical  with  alkynes  and  some  other 
molecules. 

C.  Canosa-Mas,  SJ.  Smith,  S.  Toby  and  R.P.  Wayne 
E45  The  gas  phase  reaction  of  ethyl  radicals  with  N02. 

I.  Shanahan 

E46  Kinetic  measurements  on  the  NO  +  N02  =  N203  reaction  using  a 
pulsed  photolysis  •  IR  laser  absorption  technique, 

I.W.M.  Smith  and  G.  Yarwood 

E47  Temperature  and  pressure  dependence  of  the  rate  constant  for  the 
association  reaction  CF3  +02  +M~»CF302  +M. 

F.  Caralp,  A.M.  Dognon  and  R.  Lesclaux 
E48  CX3  — 02  Bond  Dissociation  Energies 
L.  Batt  and  P.  Stewart, 

I  5L 
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E49  Dissociation  energy  of  C-0  bond  in  the  CF3O2  radical. 

V.l.  Vedeneev,  M.Y.  Goldenberg  and  M.A.  Teitelboim 
E50  Relative  rate  studies  for  reactions  of  siiylene. 

C.D.  Eley,  H.M.  Frey,  M.C.A.  Rowe,  R.  Walsh  and  I.M.  Watts 
E51  Detection  of  radicals  in  the  photo-oxidation  of  aldehydes. 

G. K.  Moortgat,  J.P.  Burrows,  G.S.  Tyndall,  W.  Schneider,  R.A.  Cox, 
B.  Veyret  and  K.  Me  Adam 

E52  Optical  detection  of  0H(Z2  +)  radicals  during  oxidation  of  ethylene  in 
a  jet -stirred  reactor. 

A.  Chakir,  F.  Gaillard,  P.  Dagaut,  M.  Cathonnet,  J.C.  Boettner  and 

H.  James 

E53  Probe  sampling  and  ESR  detection  of  labile  species  for  kinetics  studies 
in  flames. 

J.F.  Pauwels,  M.  Carlier  and  L.R.  Sochet 
E54  Two-photon  laser-excited  fluorescence  study  of  H  and  0  atoms  : 
temperature-dependent  quenching  and  laser  photolysis  for  combustion 
applications. 

U.  Meier,  K.  Kohse-Hoinghaus  and  Th.  Just 
E55  An  expert  system  for  gas  phase  reaction  mechanisms. 

P.B.  Ayscough,  D.L.  Baulch  and  S.J.  Chinnick 
E56  Simulation  of  the  three  P-T  explosion  limits  in  the  H2  —  02  system 
including  detailed  chemistry  and  multi-species  transport. 

U.  Maas  and  J.  Warnatz 

E57  Study  of  reaction  mechanisms  by  sensitivity  analysis. 

T.Turanyi,  T.  BSrces  and  S.  Vajda 

E58  Implementation  of  the  rapid  equilibrium  approximation  on  a  computer 
for  kinetics  in  complex  systems. 

R.A.  Alberty 

E59  The  selfreaction  of  CH2OH  -  radicals  and  the  CH3OH  —  CL  —  CL2 
system. 

H.H.  Grotheer,  G.  Riekertand  Th.  Just 
E60  The  role  of  decomposition  reactions  in  flames. 

J.  Vandooren,  B.  Walravens  and  P  J.  Van  Tiggelen 
E61  Pyrolysis  of  cyclohexane/n-decane/steam  mixtures  at  ca.  810°C. 
F.  Billaud  and  E.  Freund 

E62  High  temperature  pyrolysis  of  toluene  at  very  low  initial  concentrations. 
M.  Braun-Unkhoff  and  P.  Frank 
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E63  Kinetic  study  and  modelling  of  propene  hydrogenation-hydrogenolysis 
in  pyrex  vessels  at  about  500°C. 

J.M.  Beral,  C.  Richard  and  R.  Martin 
E64  Kinetics  of  the  hydrogenation  of  propylene  at  950  K. 

D.  Perrin  and  M.H.  Back 
E65  The  chain  NF2  reactions. 

Y.R.  Bedjanian,  Y.M.  Gershenzon, O.P.  Kishkovitch and  V.B.  Rozenshtein 


WEDNESDAY  23  JULY 


SESSION  F  -  EXCITED  STATES - „ 

xp  . . 

09.00-09.40  FI  Transient  gain-versus-absorption  laser  probing 
of  spin-orbit  states,  kinetics  and  dynamics,' 
S.R,  Leone 

09.40-10.00  F2  Energy  partitioning  in  the  electronically 
excited  NO  formed  by  the  photolysis  of  the 
NO  dimer. 

CL _ Kajimoto,  K.  Honma,  Y.  Achiba, 

K.  Shobatake  and  K.  Kimura 

10.00-  10.20  F3  The  Raman  spectrum  of  predissociating  H2S. 
K.  Kleinermanns  and  R.Suntz 

10.20- 11.00  Coffee 

1 1 .00  - 1 1 .20  F4  Vibrational  and  rotational  distributions  of  the 
CO  product  of  H  +  CO(v  =  0,  J  as  0)  with  hot 
hydrogen  atoms. 

P.L.  Houston 

11.20- 11.40  F5  Energy  disposal  in  OI1  D)  +  NH3 ->  NH2  +  OH 

reaction. 

S.G.  Cheskis.  A. A.  logansen,  P.V.  Kulakov 
A.A.  Titov  and  O.M.  Sarkisov 

11.40-12.00  F6  Formation  and  reactions  of  electronically 
excited  HCI. 

M.A.  Brown,  P.C.  Cartwright,  R.J.  Donovan, 
P.R.R.  Langridge-Smith,  K.P.  Lawley 

12.00  -  12.20  F7  ArF-laser  photolysis  of  hydrazoic  acid  : 
formation  and  kinetics  of  N H(C'II) . 

F.  Rohrer  and  F.  Stuhl 


12.30 


Lunch 


WEDNESDAY  23  JULY 


13.45 

20.00 


Excursions  (departure  from  university). 
Banquet 


THURSDAY  24  JULY 


SESSION  G  :  BIMOLECULAR  REACTIONS - 

j 

09.00-09.40  G1  Recent  advances  in  free  radical  kinetics  of 
oxygenated  hydrocarbon  species. v  ,  - 

R.  Zellner  ' 

09.40  -  10.00  G2  Structure-reactivity  relationships  in  the  reac¬ 
tion  series  OH  .L  RCHO. 

S.  Dobe,  T.  Berces  and  F.  Marta 

10.00-10.20  G3  On  gas  phase  kinetics  probed  by  a  diode 
laser. 

R.J.  Balia  and  L.  Pasternack 


10.20-10.40  G4  Kinetic  microwave  spectroscopy  of  reaction 
intermediates  :  atomic  oxygen  reactions  with 
olefins. 

S.  Koda,  S.  Tsuchiya,  Y.  Endo,  C.  Yamada 
and  E.  Hirota 


10.40-  11.20  Coffee 


11.20  -  11.40  G5  Kinetics  of  the  CH3  +  D  reaction  :  an  ano¬ 
malous  isotope  effect. 

M.  Brouard  and  M.J.  Pilling 

11.40  - 12.00  G6  The  reaction  02+  +  CH4  H2COOH  +  +  H. 
E.E.  Ferguson 

12.00-12.20  G7  Kinetics  of  ion  molecule  reactions  at  very 
low  temperature  :  the  cresu  technique. 
C.  Rebrion,  J.B  Marquette,  B.R.  Rowe  and 
G.  Dupeyrat 


12.20-  12.40  G8 


Neutral  reactions  on  ions. 

A.A.  Viggiano,  C.A.  Deakyne  and  J.F.  Paulson 


13.00 


Lunch 
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V  '• 

SESSION  H  -  HIGH  TEMPERATURE  REACTIONS- 

I 


14.30  - 15.10  HI  Integration  of  theory  and  experiment  in  high- 
temperature  chemical  kinetics;  ^  ^  i  \ 

D,  Gutman  ' ,  , 

"M// 

15.10-15.30  H2  The  mechanism  of  the  reaction  C2HS  +  02 

C2  H4  +  ho2  . 

R.R.  Baldwin,  K.  McAdam  and  R.W.  Walker 


15.30-  15.50  H3  Hydroxyl-radical  reactions  with  unsaturated 
hydrocarbons  :  effects  of  deuterium  substi¬ 
tution. 

F. P.  Tully,  A.T.  Droege  and  J.E.M.  Goldsmith 

15.50-16.10  H4  OH  +  olefin  reaction  rates  at  high  tempe¬ 
ratures. 

G. P.  Smith 


16.10-16.50  Coffee 


16.50  - 17.10  H5  The  ketenyi  yield  of  the  elementary  reaction 
of  ethyne  with  atomic  hydrogen  at 
T  =  280  -  550  K. 

J.  Peeters,  M.  Schaekers  and  C.  Vinckier 

17.10-17.30  H6  The  reaction  of  CH  radicals  with  H2  from 
372  to  675  K. 

S.  Zabarnick,  J.W.  Fleming  and  M.C.  Lin 

17.30-  17.50  H7  A  direct  study  of  the  reaction  CH2(X3Bi) 
+  C2  H4  in  the  temperature  range 
296  K  <  T  <  728  K. 

T.  Bohland  and  F.  Temps 
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17.50  -  18.10  H8  Kinetics  and  thermodynamics  of  the  reaction 
H  +  NH3  ^  NH2  +  H2  by  the  flash  photo¬ 
lysis-shock  tube  technique. 

J.W.  Sutherland  and  J.V.  Michael 

18.30  Dinner 


SESSION  I  -  POSTER  SESSIONS 


20.00  -  20.50  Odd  numbers. 

20.50  -  2 1 .40  Even  numbers. 

11  Reaction  of  atomic  hydrogen  with  monosubstituted  halomethanes. 
A  MNDO  analysis  of  the  importance  of  the  different  channels. 

M.  Gonzalez,  R.  Sayos,  J.  Bofill  and  M.  Alberti 

12  Experimental  determination  of  the  energy  distribution  in  photode¬ 
composition.  Diazirines  and  diazocompounds. 

M. J.  Avila,  J.M.  Figuera,  J.  Medina  and  J.C.  Rodriguez 

13  A  study  of  energy  transfer  processes  at  the  collision  of  a  polyatomic 
molecule  with  an  inert  gas  atom  by  the  method  of  classical  trajectories. 
V.l.  Vedeneev,  M.Y.  Goldenberg,  A.A.  Levitsky,  L.S.  Polak  and 
S.Y.  Umansky 

14  Transition-state  theory  calculations  for  reactions  of  OH  with 
haloalkanes.  II.  Haloethanes. 

N.  Cohen 

15  Theoretical  studies  of  hydrogen  atom  addition  to  carbon  monoxide 
and  the  thermal  dissociation  of  the  formyl  radical. 

A.F.  Wagner  and  L.B.  Harding 

16  Resonant  electronic  excitation  in  electron-02  collision. 

D.  Teillet-Billy,  L.  Malegat  and  J.P.  Gauyacq 

17  Van  der  Waals,  charge  transfer  and  "mixed”  states  of  molecular 
complexes  formed  in  supersonic  jets. 

M.  Castella,  A.  Tramer  and  F.  Piuzzi 
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18  Electronic  structure  of  mercury-argon  complexes. 

O.  Benoist  d'Azy,  W.H.  Breckenridge,  M.C.  Duval,  C.  Jouvet  and 
B.  Soep 

19  Reactions  of  metastable  rare  gas  atoms  with  N20  ;  chemiluminescence 
of  RgO*  ;  Rg  =  Xe,  Kr,  Ar. 

A.  Kvaran,  A.  Luoviksson,  W.S.  Hartree  and  J.P.  Simons 

110  A  lifetime  study  on  the  second  maximum  of  predissociation  of  the 
iodine  B3  II  (0*  )  state. 

F.  Castano,  E.  Martinez  and  M.T.  Martinez 

111  Measurement  of  rotational  energy  transfer  rates  for  HD(v  =  1)  in 
collisions  with  thermal  HD. 

D.W.  Chandler  and  R.L.  Farrow 

112  Laser  induced  fluorescence  of  SiH2  A^j  —  XJAi  in  the  supersonic 
free  jet. 

K.  Obi  and  S.  Mayama 

113  High  temperature  collisional  energy  transfer  in  highly  vibrationally 
excited  molecules.  II.  Isotope  effects  in  iso-propyl  bromide  systems. 
T.C.  Brown,  K.D.  King  and  R.G.  Gilbert 

114  Unimolecular  reactions  following  single  uv-photon  and  multi  ir-photon 
excitation. 

B.  Abel,  B.  Herzog,  H.  Hippier  and  J.  Troe 

115  Laser  pyrolysis  of  dimethylnitramine  and  dimethylnitrosamine. 

S.E.  Nigenda,  A.C.  Gonzalez,  D.F.  McMillen  and  D.M.  Golden 

116  IR  laser-induced  decomposition  of  oxetanes  and  alkanols. 

K.A.  Holbrook,  G.A.  Oldershaw,  C.J.  Shaw  and  P.E.  Dyer 

117  Use  of  Doppler  broadening  by  the  254  nm  Hg  absorption  line  to 
monitor  v-r,  t  energy  transfer  in  vibrationally  excited  gases. 

W.  Braun,  M.D.  Scheer,  R.J.  Cvetanovic  and  V.  Kaufman 

118  Analysis  of  multiple  decompositions  in  chemically  activated  reactions. 

P. R.  Westmoreland,  J.B.  Howard  and  J.P.  Longwell 

119  Wavelength  dependent  isomerization  of  allyl  isocyanide. 

J.  Segal!  and  R.N.  Zare 

120  A  study  of  the  effect  of  excess  energy  on  the  collisional  deactivation  of 
highly  vibrationally  excited  7-ethylcyc!oheptatriene. 

Gui-Vung  Chung  and  R.W.  Carr,  Jr 


*  V  \ ' 
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121  A  simple  FTIR  instrument  for  emission  studies. 

P.  Biggs,  FJ.  Holdsworth,  G.  Marston  ar.-J  R.F.  Wayne 

122  Multiphoton  ionization  as  a  kinetic  probe. 

H. H.  Nelson  and  B.R.  Weiner 

123  Intracavity  detection  applied  to  reaction  rate  measurements. 

J. E.  Allen,  Jr.  and  W.D.  Brobst 

124  On  the  errors  of  arrhenius  parameters  and  estimated  rate  constant 
values. 

K.  HSberger,  S.  Kern&iy  and  T.  Vidoczy 

125  The  National  Bureau  of  Standards  chemical  kinetics  data  base. 

J. T.  Herron  and  R.J.  Cvetanovic 

126  Spectroscopy  of  H02  and  CH302  radicals  and  kinetics  of  their  mutual 
reaction. 

K.  McAdam,  H.  Forges  and  B.  Veyret 

127  The  kinetics  of  hydroxyl  radical  reactions  with  alkanes  studied  under 
atmospheric  conditions. 

S.J.  Harris  and  J.A.  Kerr 

128  Rate  constant  and  mechanism  of  the  reaction  OH  +  HCOOH . 

G.S.  Jolly,  D.J.  McKenney,  D.L.  Singleton,  G.  Paraskevopoulos  and 
A.R.  Bossard 

129  The  reactions  of  hydroxyl  radicals  with  aromatic  compounds. 

D.L.  Baulch,  I.M.  Campbell  and  S.M.  Saunders 

130  Measurement  of  the  rate  constant  of  the  reaction  OH  +  H2S  -^products 
in  the  range  243  -  473  K  by  discharge  flow  laser  induced  fluorescence. 
P.  Devolder,  C.  Lafage  and  L.R.  Sochet 

131  Reactions  of  OH  radicals  with  reduced  sulphur  compounds. 

I.  Barnes,  V.  Bastian  and  K.H.  Becker 

132  Reactions  of  hydroxyl  radicals  with  sulphur  containing  compounds. 
P.  Pagsberg,  O.J.  Nielsen,  J.  Treacy,  L.  Nelson  and  H.  Sidebottom 

133  Rate  constants  for  the  reactions  of  OD  with  DN03  and  N02. 

A.R.  Bossard,  D.L.  Singleton  and  G.  Paraskevopoulos 

134  The  kinetics  of  the  reactions  of  the  hydroxyl  radical  with  molecular 
chlorine  and  bromine. 

R.B.  Boodaghians,  I.W.  Hall  and  R.P.  Wayne 


THURSDAY  24 JULY 


135  Reactions  of  OH  radicals  with  acetates  and  glycols. 

D.  Hartmann,  D.  Rhasa,  A.  G6dra  and  R.  Zellner 

136  Kinetics  of  the  reactions  of  SH  with  N02  and  02. 

R.A.  Stachnik  and  MJ.  Molina 

137  Laser-induced  fluorescence  studies  of  the  CH3S  radical. 

G.  Black  and  L.E.  Jusinski 

138  Oxidation  of  the  H2S  by  the  atmosphere  components. 

V.P.  Bulatov,  M.Z.  Kozliner  and  O.M.  Sarkisov 

139  Relaxation  and  reactions  of  NCO  (X2  II ). 

C.J.  Astbury,  G.  Hancock  and  K.G.  McKendrick 

140  Kinetic  measurements  of  the  NCO  radical  reaction  with  ethene  over 
an  extended  temperature  range. 

R.A.  Perry 

141  Direct  rate  studies  of  HCO  radical  reactions. 

J. E.  Baggott,  H.M.  Frey,  P.D.  Lighfoot  and  R.  Walsh 

142  Reactions  of  CH(X2  II )  radicals  with  selected  species  at  low  pressure. 

K. H.  Becker,  P.  Wiesen  and  K.D.  Bayes 

143  The  temperature  and  pressure  dependence  of  the  reaction  :  CH3  +  02 

+m-+ch3o2+m. 

M.  Keiffer,  M.J.  Pilling  and  MJ.C.  Smith 

144  Kinetics  of  the  reactions  of  polyatomic  free  radicals  with  molecular 
chlorine. 

R.S.  Timonen,  JJ.  Russell  and  D.  Gutman 

145  On  the  methyl  radical-initiated  thermal  reaction  of  2,3-dimethyl- 
butene-2. 

T.  Kortv^lyesi  and  L.  Seres 

146  Rate  constants  for  some  hydrocarbon  radical  combinations. 

L.  Seres  and  A.  Nacsa 

147  Kinetics  of  the  chlorination  of  C2H3Br  and  the  competitive  bromi- 
nation  of  C2H5CI,  CH3CHCI2,  C2H5Br,  and  CH3CHBr2. 

E.  Tschuikow-Roux,  D.R.  Salomon,  F.  Faraji  and  K.  Miyokawa 

148  The  chemistry  of  triplet  vinylidene  radicals  :  reaction  with  molecular 
oxygen. 

A.  Fahr  and  A.H.  Laufer 
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149  On  the  kinetics  and  thermochemistry  of  cyanoacetylene  and  the 
ethynyl  radical. 

J. B.  Halpern  and  G.E.  Miller 

150  The  radical-radical  NF2  reactions. 

Y.R.  Bedjanian,  Y.M.  Gershenzon,  O.P.  Kishkovitch  and 
V.B.  Rozenshtein 

151  Formation  of  molecular  hydrogen  by  the  thermal  decomposition  of 
n-dialkylperoxides  in  oxygen. 

K. A.  Sahetchian,  A.  Heiss,  R.  Rigny  and  J.  Tardieu  de  Maleissye 

152  Reaction  mechanisms  for  decomposition  of  energetic  materials. 

C.F.  Melius  and  J.S.  Binkley 

153  The  pressure  dependent  decomposition  of  the  trifluoromethoxy  radical. 

L.  Batt,  M.  MacKay,  I.A.B.  Reid  and  P.  Stewart 

154  Synthesis  and  Pyrolysis  of  Perfluoroazo  -2-  propane. 

K.V.  Scherer  Jr.,  L.  Batt  and  P.  Stewart 

155  Experimental  and  theoretical  study  of  the  ethyl  radical  unimolecular 
dissociation. 

Y.  Simon,  J.F.  Foucaut  and  G.  Scacchi 

156  The  photochemical  and  thermal  decomposition  of  some  simple  a 
—  dicarbonyl  compounds  in  the  gas  phase. 

R.A.  Back 

157  UV-laser  induced  decomposition  of  1,2-dichloropropane. 

M.  Schnc’der,  R.  Weller  and  J.  Wolfrum 

158  The  thermal  decomposition  of  unsymmetrical  dimethylhydrazine. 
K.  Brezinsky,  F.L.  Dryer,  D.  Schmitt  and  D.  Lourme 

159  Oxidation  of  formaldehyde  at  low  oxygen  concentration. 

M.  Vanpee,  K.  Sahetchian,  V.  Viossat  and  J.  Chamboux 

160  Pseudoflame  front  for  methane  in  a  lean  methane  air  mixture. 

M.  Vanpee 

161  Dilute  hydrocarbon  oxidation  in  the  presence  of  the  C0/H20/02 
reaction  between  960  -  1250  K  at  1  atm. 

R.A.  Yetter  and  F.L.  Dryer 

162  Kinetic  and  chemical  study  of  the  gas-phase  oxidation  of  isobutane  and 
propane. 

B.  Vogin,  G.  Scacchi  and  F.  Baronnet 
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163  a  Sim?!fie?  ChemiCai  kinetici reaction  mechanism  for  propane  oxidation. 
. rA  _Abda,la<  J-c-  Boettner,  M.  Cathonnet,  P.  Dagaut  and  F.  Gaillard 

164  Gas-phase  oxidation  of  benzene  and  derivatives  ;  formation  and  further 
conversion  of  phenols. 

R.  Louw  and  P.  Mulder 

165  High-temperature  propane  oxidation. 

R.i.  Moshkina,  S.S.  Polyak  and  LB.  Romanovich 

166  The  initial  stage  of  methane  oxidation  at  high  pressures 

V.l.  Vedeneev,  M.Y.  Goldenberg,  N.l.  Gorban',  M.A.  Teitelboim 


FRIDAY  25  JULY 


09.00  -  09.40  POLANYI  Memorial  Conference  :  Bond  disso¬ 
ciation  energies :  a  continuing  story. 

S.W.  Benson 

SESSION  J  - 1 COMPLEX  REACTIONS 

09.40  - 10.00  J1  Kinetics  of  the  halogen  catalysed  elimination 
of  HCI  from  1,1, 1-trichloroethane. 

A.S.  Rodgers  and  J.  Perus 

10.00-  10.20  J2  Computer  programs  and  data  bases  for  the 
kinetics  of  gas  phase  reactions. 

G.M.  Come.  G.  Scacchi,  Ch.  Muller, 

P.M.  Marquaire  and  P.  Azay 

10.20-  10.40  J3  The  thermal  decomposition  of  n-hexane. 

F.E.  Imbertand  R.M.  Marshall 

10.40-  11.20  Coffee 

11.20-  11.40  J4  Chain  kinetics  in  igniting  hydrocarbon-air 

mixtures  studied  by  transient  OH  fluorescence 
following  photolytic  perturbation. 

C.  Morley  and  LJ.  Kirsh 

11.40-  12.00  J5  Modeling  nitric  oxide  formation  in  combustion. 

A.  Miller 

12.00-  12.20  J6  Modelling  of  the  gas  phase  free  radical 
chemistry  of  the  plasma  etching  process  : 

CF4  and  CF3/02  mixtures. 

I.C.  Plumb  and  K.R.  Ryan 

12.20-  12.40  J7  Reaction  of  CF3  radicals  on  Si02  and  Si 

surfaces  between  300  -  600  K. 

R.  Robertson,  M.J.  Rossi  and  D.M.  Golden 

)a  n 
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12.40 

13.00 


Concluding  remarks. 
Lunch 


End  of  conference. 
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DYNAMICAL  BOTTLENECKS  AND  TUNNELING 
PATHS  FOR  CHEMICAL  REACTIONS 


Donald  G.  Truhlar 

Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Minnesota. 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55*155  U.S.A. 

I  will  present  the  concepts  involved  in  variational 
transition  state  theory  and  multidimensional  semiclassical 
tunneling  calculations.  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
vibrational ly  adiabatic  potential  curves,  free  energy  of 
activation  profiles,  and  a  least-action  varational  principle 
for  the  analytic  c6ntinuation  of  classical  mechanics  to 
tunneling  regimes.  The  concepts  will  be  illustrated  by 
applications  to  detcrinc  dynamical  bottlenecks  and  tunneling 
probabilities  for  microcanoni cal ,  thermal,  and  state-selected 
reaction  rates. 

This  work  is  supported  in  part  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Energy,  Office  of  Basic  Energy  Sciences. 


Study  of  the  H  +  ll£  v=1  )  reaction  and  its  isotopic  analogs. 

Rozenshtein  V.B. ,  Gershenzon  Yu.M. ,  Ivanov  A.V. ,  II 'in  S.D. , 
Kucheryavii  S.I.,  Umanskii  S.Ya 

Institute  of  Chemical  Physics,  Moscow  1 17977*  USSR 


The  goal  of  the  present  study  is  to  determine  the  rate  cons¬ 
tants  of  different  channels  of  the  reactions  of  vibratlonally  exci¬ 
ted  hydrogen  molecules  with  hydrogen  atoms  and  its  isotopic  analogs. 
The  rate  constants  of  following  processes  have  been  measured  (  k^ 
in  cm3/molecule  s  )  : 


r->  H-(v  B  0  )  +  H 

1.  H  +  H9(  v  a  1  )  — {  £  ,  k.a  5 * 10"  7 7exp(~1450/T)» 

A  H  +  H2  (  vbO)  7  255-300  K 


2.  D  +  H0(  val  •>  — >  DH(  v=1  )  +  H  ,  k0a  2.M0~10exp(-1l 
£  d  254-367  K 


1600/T), 


3.  D  +  H0(  val  )  — >DH(  v=0  )  +  H  ,  k,«  1.0. 10**  10exp(-1550/T), 

3  254-367  K 

4.  D  +  Hg(  val  )  — >D  +  H2(  vaQ  )  ,  k4  ^  2.7-10"  13  ,  254  -  300  K 


5.  H  +  Dp(  val  )  — >HD(  v=1  )  +  D  ,  k.<=  4,8*  10"10exp(-3325/T), 

^  5  298-367  K 

6.  H  +  Dp(  val  )  ~>HD(  v=0  )  +  D  ,  1.3-10"10exp(-2125/T), 

£  0  298-367  K 

7.  H  +  Dp (  v=1  )  — >-H  +  Dp(  v=0  )  ,  k7=  a-IO^expC-RIRS/T), 

£  d  1  298-367  K 

r->-  Dp (  v=0  )  +  D 

-  d  ,  kft  41.0  10  1J,  300  K 

D  +  Dz(  v=0  )  ° 


8.  D  +  Dg(  Val  ) 

The  experiments  were  carried  out  in  a  flow-tube  apparatus. 

Atoms  were  produced  in  microwave  discharge.  Vibrationally  excited  Hg 


and  Dg  molecules  were  generated  in  quartz  furnace  or  in  microwave 
discharge.  The  H-  and  D-  concentrations  were  measured  by  EPR  method. 
The  thermometric  method  was  used  to  measure  the  concentrations  of 


Hg(val)  and  Dg(v=l)  molecules 
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There  were  the  experimental  conditions  the  V-V  exchange  between 

HD(v=l)  molecules  and  Hp(vaO)  or  D2(v=Q)  molecules  proceeded  or  was 

absent. This  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  find  the  rates  of  different 
channels  of  the  reactions  studied. 

The  results  obtaned  are  in  a  good  agreement  with  the  results  of 
the  recent  theoretical  studies* 
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Reduced  Dimensionality  Rate  Constant  Calculations  for 
0(3P)  +  H2(D2,HD)  -» OH(OD)  +  H(D): 

Comparison  between  Theory  and  Experiment 

A.  F.  Wagner,  T.  H.  Dunning,  Jr.  and  J.  M.  Bowman* 

Argonne  National  Laboratory 
Argonne,  IL  60439 
USA 

Exact  quantum  dynamics  and  quasiclassicai  trajectory  dynamics  calculations 
on  an  ab  initio  and  a  semiempirical  LEPS  coliinear  effective  potential  energy 
surface  are  presented.  The  surfaces  adiabatically  incorporate  the  bending 
degree  of  freedom.  All  hydrogenic  isotopic  combinations  of  the  0(3P)  +  H2 
reaction  are  examined.  The  results  display  the  effects  of  skew  angle  and 
adiabatic  barriers.  The  coilinear  dynamics  studies  are  incorporated  with 
reduced  dimensionality  techniques  into  transition  state  theory  to  produce 
fully  dimensional  rate  constants  for  comparison  to  experiment.  The  results 
for  the  ab  initio  surface  are  in  near  quantitative  agreement  with  available 
experimental  results.  The  results  for  the  semiempirical  surface  are  less 
satisfactory.  In  particular,  even  though  the  two  potential  energy  surfaces 
have  almost  exactly  the  same  barrier  to  reaction,  the  experimental  isotope 
effects  alone  (ie.,  ratios  of  rate  constants)  clearly  distinguish  between 
these  two  surfaces.  These  calculations  can  also  be  compared  favorably  with 
variational  transition  state  theory  rate  constant  calculations  by  Truhlar  and 
Garrett. 

‘Consultant.  Permanent  address:  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  GA.,  30322,  USA 
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Reactions  on  Attractive  Potential  Energy  Surfaces: 
Connections  between  Rate  and  Potential  Parameters. 


J.  Troe 

Institut  fUr  Physikalische  Chemie  der  University t  Gdttingen, 
TammannstraGe  6,  D-3400  Gottingen,  Germany 


Simple  short-range/long-range  switching  models  of  attrac¬ 
tive  potential  energy  surfaces  are  implemented  in  the 
statistical  adiabatic  channel  model.  By  explicit  determi¬ 
nation  of  channel  eigenvalues,  state-resolved  channel 
threshold  energies  are  determined  and  investigated  with 
respect  to  their  dependence  on  the  potential  parameters. 
The  treatment  is  applied  to  thermal  ion-molecule  capture 
processes  over  very  wide  temperature  ranges  (1  -  1000  K) , 
to  elementary  thermal  bimolecular  reactions  with  redisso¬ 
ciation  of  the  collision  complex  (0  +  0H^=^  02  +  H  and 
other  examples) ,  to  thermal  radical  and  ion  recombination 
processes  at  high  pressures,  and  to  state-resolved  simple 
bond  fission  reactions  of  excited  neutral  and  ionic  mole¬ 
cules.  With  known  short-range  and  long-range  potential 
data,  the  model  becomes  free  from  further  adjustable  para¬ 
meters.  In  a  series  of  thermal  reactions,  the  comparison 
with  experimental  results  indicates  excellent  agreement 
over  very  wide  temperature  ranges. 
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A  THEORETICAL  PREDICTION  OF 
RATE  COEFFICIENTS  FOR  REACTIONS 
INVOLVING  INTERMEDIATE  COMPLEX  FORMATION* 

James  A.  Hillertand  Carl  F.  Hellus,  Combustion  Research  Facility,  Sandla 

National  Laboratories,  Livermore,  CA  94550 

and 

Nancy  J.  Brovn,  Applied  Science  Division,  Lavrence  Berkeley  Laboratory, 
Berkeley,  CA  94720 

The  eaphasis  in  this  work  is  on  the  prediction  of  rate  coefficients 
and  branching  ratios  for  chemical  reactions  that  occur  over  one  or  more 
potential  veils.  Such  reactions  are  complicated  by  a  number  of  factors. 
One  factor  is  that  the  complex  formed  initially  from  the  reactants  nay 
isoaerlze  any  number  of  times  and  each  isomer  may  dissociate  into  several 
different  product  channels.  In  the  first  tvo  projects  discussed  here, 
ve  use  the  strong-coupling  (or  RRKH)  approximation  to  treat  tvo  such 
reactions  important  in  the  nitrogen  chemistry  of  flames.  In  the  third 
project,  ve  use  quasi-claasical  trajectory  methods  to  elucidate  the 
apparent  violation  of  the  strong-coupling  approximation  in  the  reaction 
0  +  OH  — ♦  0  ♦  H.  This  latter  reaction,  vieved  from  the  reverse 
direction,  is  the  single  cost  important  reaction  in  combustion 

k 

1)  0  +  HCN  -4  NCO  +  B  (a) 

k. 

-4  NB  +  CO  (b) 

Using  BAC-HP4  potential  surface  parameters,  ve  have  treated  this  reaction 
vith  several  statistical-theoretical  methods: 

(a)  Canonical  theory,  CT 

(b)  Canonical  theory  vith  Vigner  tunneling  correction,  CT-V 

(c)  Hicrocanonical  theory,  pCT  (conserves  energy) 

(d)  Hicrocanonlcal/J  -  conservative  theory,  pJT  (conserves 
energy  and  angular  momentum) 

(e)  Hicrocanonical/J  -  conservative  theory  vith 
one-dimensional  tunneling,  uJT-T. 

At  the  high  end  of  the  temperature  range  investigated  (500  K  to  2500  K), 
the  experimental  results  available  are  predicted  accurately  by  even  the 
crudest  theoretical  treatment  (canonical  theory).  At  lover  temperatures, 
the  theoretical  predictions,  at  all  levels  of  approximation,  using  the 
basic  BAC-HP4  parameters  are  too  lov.  Bovever,  adjustments  to  the  BAC-HP4 
energy  barriers  vithin  their  anticipated  error  limits  lead  to  satisfactory 
agreement  vith  experiment  over  the  entire  temperature  range.  At  high 
temperature,  both  k  and  kfc  are  independent  of  the  level  of  approximation 
of  the  statistical  theory.  At  lov  temperature,  the  total  rate 
coefficient,  k  "  k  4  k  ,  is  also  relatively  independent  of  the  level  of 
approximation.1  Bovever,  at  lov  T  the  branching  ratio  kfc/(k  ♦  k  )  strongly 
depends  on  energy  and  angular  momentum  conservation  and  on  tunneling.  Each 
successive  refinement  in  the  theory  produces  larger  values  of  k^. 
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k 

2)  oa  +  HCN  -4  HOCN  +  H  (a) 

k 

-4  HNCO  +  H  (b) 

k 

-4  NH2  +  CO  (c) 

Ve  have  treated  these  reactions  using  CT,  pJT,  and  pJT-T  vith  BAC-HP4 
potential  paraaeters.  As  shown  in  Fig.  1,  our  prediction  for 
k -  k  +  k  +  k  is  in  excellent  agreement  vith  the  high-temperature 
flame  {results.  Ve  find  that  k  is  the  dominant  part  of  k  at  high 
teaperature,  whereas  k  is  dominant  at  low  temperature)  k*  is  never  more 
than  10  percent  of  theb total.  Energy  and  angular  momentum  conservation 
have  no  effect  on  either  k  or  k  j  however,  tunneling  has  a  very  large 
effect  on  k  at  the  low  end  of  tfce  temperature  range  investigated  (300  K  to  250 
As  indicated  by  Fig.  1,  the  importance  of  this  reaction  in  flame  chemistry  is 
limited  to  conditions  where  the  abstraction  reaction 

OH  +  HCN  -4  CN  +  Ha0  (d) 

is  nearly  equilibrated. 

3)  0  +  OH  —»  0t  +  H. 

Ve  have  compared  quasi-class ical  trajectory  calculations  of  this 
rate  coefficient  (Helius-Blint  potential)  vith  experiment  and  vith  the 
variational  transition-state  theory  calculations  of  Rai  and  Truhlar 
using  the  same  potential.  The  su>st  Important  result  of  this  study  is 
that  all  the  discrepancy  vith  experiment  of  the  VTST  predictions  is 
siade  up  by  the  trajectories.  Host  of  the  difference  is  due  to 
recrosslng  effects,  apparently  violating  the  strong-coupling  (RRKH) 
assumption.  Figure  2  shovs  the  comparisons. 


t  Author  to  whom  correspondence  should  he  addres;ed. 

*  Work  supported  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  Office 
of  Basic  Energy  Sciences,  Division  of  Chemical  Sciences. 
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figure  |.  Comparison  of  experimental  and  theoretical  results. 
The  experimental  results  are  fro*  fenlaore,  Haynes.  Korley  and 
Siekely,  Hanson  and  Bowaan. 
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figure  2.  Arrhenius  plot  of  kj.O  ♦  OH  -if  Oj  •  H.  Variational 
transition  state  theory  results  are  fro*  Ral  and  Truhlar  (RT). 
Trajectory  results  are  fro*  J.  A.  Hiller,  J.  Che*.  Rhys,  74. 

5120  (1081),  (marked  Ref.  1  on  the  figure)  and  fro*  this  work. 
Experimental  results  are  fro*  5*lth  and  Howard  (HS).  Schott  (S), 
Crahbs.  Relies  and  Irokaw  (BBS),  Cberlus,  Hoyeraann  and  Wagner 
((HU),  and  kurifus  and  Boudart  (KB). 
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The  Dynamics  of  the  Reactions  of  oODj)  with 
Hydrogen-Containing  Halocarbons 

P.il.  Aker,  B.  Niefer  and  J.J.  Sloan 
National  Research  Council  of  Canada 
100  Sussex  Drive,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  K1A  0R6 

and 

H.  lleydtmnnn 

Institut  f.  Physikalische  Chemie 
J.W.  Gocthe-Universitat 
D-6000  Frankfurt /Main ,  West  Germany 


We  have  used  an  implementation  of  time-resolved  Fourier  transform 
spectroscopy,  recently  developed  in  this  laboratory,  to  study  the  dynamics  of 
U.V.  laser-initiated  reactions  of  0(^D,)  with  several  small  hydrogen-containing 
freons.  The  reagent  atoms  are  prepared  in  the  1|),  electronic  state  with  a 
narrow  translational  energy  distribution  by  the  248  nra  laser  photofragmentation 
of  ozone.  State-  and  time-resolved  observations  of  the  products  are  made  via 
low-pressure  Fourier  transform  infrared  emission  spectroscopy.  The  Instrument 
used  for  this  is  a  slightly-modified  commercial  Fourier  transform  spectrometer 
to  which  a  timing  computer  has  been  added.  This  timing  computer  monitors  the 
operation  of  the  computer  in  the  commercial  instrument  and  synchronizes  the 
initiation  of  the  reaction  with  the  operation  of  the  interferometer.  As  a 
result,  the  high-resolution  infrared  spectra  of  the  reaction  products  are 
measured  at  a  known  time  after  the  creation  of  the  O^Dj)  reagent.  The 
time-dependences  of  the  energy  distributions  give  both  the  initial  product 
energy  distributions  and  the  way  these  change  due  to  gas  phase  energy  transfer 
processes.  This  permits  the  considerable  (throughput  and  multiplex)  advantages 
of  the  Fourier  transform  technique  to  be  U3ed  in  kinetics  and  dynamics 
measurements. 

Presently,  the  accuracy  of  the  time-resolved  measurement  is  limited 
to  about  ±5  microseconds.  The  spectral  resolution  is  limited  to  about  0.02 
cm-1.  The  experiments  are  carried  out  in  the  millitorr  pressure  range  so  that 
the  collision  time  approximately  matches  the  minimum  time-resolution.  In  most 
experiments,  the  products  can  be  observed  before  vibrational  deactivation 
occurs  and  in  selected  cases,  before  rotational  deactivation  as  well.  Energy 
transfer  information  can  also  be  obtained  using  this  technique.  By  increasing 
the  pressure  in  the  reaction  chamber  and  by  delaying  the  observation  time,  the 
number  of  gas  phase  collisions  involving  the  products  can  be  increased  in  a 
known,  controllable  way.  Thus  observations  of  the  distributions  can  be  made  at 
known  times  during  their  deactivation  and  the  way  in  which  their  shapes  change 
during  deactivation  can  be  observed  directly.  Using  a  master  equation  or  other 
suitable  procedure,  this  information  can  be  used  to  obtain  detailed  energy 
transfer  rate  constants. 

This  technique  has  previously  been  applied  to  the  measurement  of 
energy  partitioning  in  the  reactions  of  0(^D2)  with  several  small  molecules. 

The  first  study  was  the  reaction  with  li2.  Here,  the  product  0H(2n,v,,J')  was 
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observed  at  a  minimum  time  corresponding  to  about  10  gas  kinetic  collisions 
after  its  formation.  Although  the  OH  deactivation  probability  in  collisions 
with  ozone  is  very  high,  this  measurement  provided  the  initial  vibrational 
distribution  for  the  reaction.  The  rotational  distribution  had  been 
thermalizcd  before  observation,  however.  The  observed  vibrational 
distribution,  P(v'“l:2:3:4)  »  0.29:0.32:0.25:0.13,  is  slightly  inverted, 
suggesting  specific,  rather  than  statistical  energy  partitioning.  These 
results,  combined  with  dynamical  calculations  and  laser-induced  fluorescence 
measurements  of  the  rotational  distributions  made  in  other  laboratories, 
provide  a  complete  picture  of  the  reaction  dynamics.  The  very  high  rotational 
excitation  observed  in  the  laser  induced  fluorescence  experiments  suggests  an 
insertion  mechanism  which  forms  highly-excited  11011.  The  inverted  vibrational 
distribution  dictates  that  this  intermediate  exists  for  only  one  or  two 
vibrational  periods  before  decomposing  into  OH  and  H.  Thus,  although  this 
reaction  is  an  insertion,  it  has  the  same  time  scale  as  a  direct  abstraction  in 
which  products  are  formed  in  a  single  01III  collision  without  the  formation  of 
the  11011  intermediate. 

The  work  to  be  discussed  in  this  Symposium  involves  reactions  of 
0(lD2)  with  small  hydrogen-containing  halocarbons.  These  are  all  very  fast  and 
are  typical  of  many  similar  reactions  which  make  a  substantial  contribution  to 
the  chemistry  of  the  ozone  layer  through  the  110  and  CIO  cycles.  The  initial 
measurements  include  the  reactions  with  CHClj,  CIlFj  and  CIIF-Cl.  These  systems 
are  more  complicated  than  the  triatomic  case  os  they  have  tne  possibility  for 
multiple  reaction  channels  forming  chemically  different  products.  In  addition, 
the  vibrational  deactivation  rates  in  collisions  with  the  unused  halocarbon 
reagents  are  high  and  there  is  the  possibility  for  fast  secondary  reactions 
among  the  radical  products  of  the  primary  reaction.  All  of  these  factors 
complicate  the  Interpretation  of  the  long-time  behaviour  observed  in  these 
systems.  In  the  work  to  be  discussed,  we  have  observed  two  primary  reaction 
branches  -  one  a  direct  abstraction  forming  OH  and  one  an  addition-elimination 
in  which  the  primary  product  is  a  hydrogen  halide.  Work  in  other  laboratories 
has  suggested  that  there  is  also  a  channel  in  which  the  halogen  oxide  is  formed 
directly,  but  this  process  would  not  be  observable  in  our  experiment.  , 

* 

In  the  CHClj  reaction,  the  branching  ratios  indicate  that  the  direct 
hydrogen  abstraction  channel  and  the  addition-elimination  (forming  HC1)  have 
comparable  importance.  The  dynamics  of  the  two  channels,  however,  are  not  the 
same.  The  initial  distribution  of  the  HC1  is  very  "cold”  -  the  vibrational 
populations  decrease  rapidly  with  increasing  vibrational  level.  This  indicates 
that  the  interaction  time  for  this  process  is  long  and  a  statistical  amount  of 
the  large  reaction  exoergiclty  (650  kJ/mole)  is  retained  by  the  C0C12  fragment. 
CO  is  also  observed  as  an  initial  product  of  this  reaction,  suggesting  that  the 
energized  C0C12  decomposes  into  CO  and  either  2  Cl  or  Clj.  The  OH  vibrational 
distribution  is  more  excited  than  that  of  the  MCI,  indicating  that  it  is  likely 
formed  in  a  simple,  direct  abstraction  process.  A  secondary  reaction,  forming 
MCI  with  strong  vibrational  excitation,  is  observed  at  later  timea  in  this 
system.  The  Identity  of  the  latter  reaction  is  presently  unknown. 

Results  of  experiments  of  the  CHFj  reaction  are  broadly  similar  to 
these,  but  differ  in  some  details.  In  this  case,  no  OH  is  observed  within  the 
signal  to  noise  of  the  present  data.  Since  the  infrared  transition 
probabilities  of  OH  are  extremely  weak,  however,  the  abstraction  reaction  may 
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still  be  occurring.  No  CO  Is  observed  In  this  reaction  and  since  this  product 
should  be  observable,  its  absence  suggests  that  the  energetic  COF2  does  not 
decompose  as  readily  as  C0C1,, .  Although  the  initial  I1F  vibrational  excitation 
is  low,  it  has  substantial  rotational  excitation,  indicating  that  the  1IF 
elimination  involves  the  transfer  of  the  H  atom  from  an  extended  C-II 
configuration  so  that  an  orbiting  motion  about  the  F  atom  is  created.  The 
results  of  the  CllFjCl  experiments  are  similar  in  many  ways  to  the  C11F3 
observations.  In  this  case  as  well,  HP  is  formed  with  low  vibrational,  but 
high  rotational  excitation.  HC1  is  produced  in  substantially  less  than  the 
statistically-expected  amount,  however,  and  the  initial  data  contain  no 
Evidence  for  the  11-abstraction  channel  or  for  any  detectable  secondary  reaction 
within  the  time-frame  available  to  the  experiment. 


LIE1  Measurements  on  Product  State  Distributions  in  Radical-Radical  Reactions 


Brian  J.  Orr,1  Ian  W.M.  Smith,  Richard  P.  Tuckett 

Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Birmingham, 
P.0.  Box  363,  Birmingham  B15  2TT,  U.K. 


Collisions  between  free  radicals  (species  with  one  or  more  unpaired  electron) 
are  likely  to  proceed  via  a  transition  collision  complex,  since  the  formation 
of  a  new  chemical  bond  can  lead  to  a  deep  minimum  on  one  of  the  potential 
energy  surfaces  which  correlate  with  the  reaction  products.  Such  reactions 
have  no  activation  energy,  and  measurements  of  the  rovibrational  prc 'set  state 
distribution  can  indicate  the  role,  if  any,  played  in  the  dynamics  by  the 
formation  of  the  complex.  Measurements  of  this  kind  are  rare,  and  we  are 
using  laser-induced  fluorescence  (LIF)  to  probe  the  product  state  distribution 
from  a  number  of  such  reactions,  especially  those  producing  NO  X  *11.  We 
expect  to  report  detailed  vibrational,  rotational,  spin-orbit,  and  A-doublet 
distributions  for  the  products  of  the  following  exothermic  reactions: 

AH0  kJ/mol 

iK's)  +no3(x2ai)  ->  oii(x’n)  +  NO(x'n)  -123.6 

O('P)  +  NO,(X'Ai)  -*•  0,(XJ3T)  +  NO(X'Il)  -193.0 

n^s)  +  oiux'n)  ik's)  +  No(x'n)  -203.7 

The  reactions  are  carried  out  in  a  low  pressure  chamber  under  near  collision- 
free  or  arrested  relaxation  conditions,  so  that  we  try  to  observe  the  initial 
product  state  distributions  prior  to  relaxation  occurring. 

The  II  +  NO,  reaction  is  exothermic  enough  to  populate  up  to  OB  v"=3 
and  HO  v"=5.  We  have  probed  both  fragments  by  single  photon  LIF  via  the 
OH  A'£+  -  X’n  (308  nm)  and  HO  A’ £+  -  X'n  (226  nm)  band  systems.  This  reaction 
has  been  studied  by  other  groups  (e.g.  1,2,3],  but  they  have  all  only  probed 
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the  OH  distribution.  This  is  the  first  published  observation  of  the  NO 

distribution  by  LIF.  Our  initial  results  can  be  summarised  as  follows: 

a)  The  OH  is  produced  rotationally  and  vlbrationally  hot. 

b)  The  OH  X1  n  A-doublets  are  unequally  populated,  with  the  K+  levels 
(from  which  P,R  branches  originate)  preferentially  populated 
over  the  II-  levels  (from  which  Q  branches  originate)  . 

c)  The  NO  is  produced  vibrationally  cold  with  Population  (v=l)/ 
Population (v=0)  <  0.02. 

d)  We  have  not  yet  attained  a  low  enough  pressure  to  prevent 
rotational  relaxation  of  NO,  so  N0(v=0)  shows  a  thermalised 
rotational  distribution. 
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REACTIVITY  OF  VAN  DER  WAALS  COMPLEXES 


C.  Jouvet,-  M.C.  Duval,  W.  H.  Breckenrldge,  B.  Soep 
Laboratolre  de  Photophysique  Moldcuialre 
Bat.  213  -  University  de  Parls-Sud 
91405  -  ORSAY  Cedex  -  France. 


We  have  developped  a  method  which  Initiates  selectively  a  photochemical 
reaction.  We  prepare  the  reactants  within  a  van  der  Waals  complex  which  Is  then 
lifted  Into  the  reactive  surface  by  tunable  selective  laser  excitation.  These  reaction 
conditions  similar  to  a  photodlssoclatlon  at  the  low  temperatures  of  supersonic  free 
Jets,  are  experimentally  simple  and  provide  the  least  averaging  over  ihe  various 
collision  parameters. 

This  technique  applied  to  the  complex  Hg,  Fig  has  revealed  an  orbltally 
selective  reaction.  The  reaction  pathways  within  the  excited  complex  (3Pp  region 
depend  upon  the  orientation  of  the  6p  mercury  orbital  perpendicular  or  parallel  to  the 
tig  -  Fig  Intornuclear  axis. 

The  reaction  Is  shown  to  proceed  directly  when  the  6p  orbital  Is  oriented 
perpendicular  to  the  Internuclear  axis  by  an  Insertion  mechanism  through  the 
hydrogen  band  exactly  as  could  be  foreslghtod.  On  the  contrary,  the  reaction  Is 
Indirect  for  a  non  perpendicular  orientation  of  the  Fig  6p  orbital. 

Furthermore  the  method  prepares  the  reactants  with  very  low  angular 
momentum  thus  reducing  the  averaging  over  the  final  distributions.  The  rotational 
distribution  of  the  FlgH  fragment  glve3  us  some  Insight  Into  the  transition  state  region 
of  the  reaction. 
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THE  DYNAMICS  OF  REACTIVE  COLLISIONS  OF  ATOMIC  CARBON 

G.  Dorthe3,  M.  Costes3,  C.  Naulin3,  Ph.  Caubet3,  C.  Vaucamps*3  and  G.  Nouchib 

a  -  Laboratoire  de  Photophysique  et  Photochimie  Mol&culaire 
b  -  Centro  de  Physique  Moleculaire  Optique  et  Hertzienne 

University  de  Bordeaux  I  -  33405  Talence  Cedex  -  France. 

Many  reactions  of  atomic  carbon  are  very  exoergic,  presumably  exhibi¬ 
ting  pathways  with  no  or  very  small  activation  barriers  and  leading  to  electro¬ 
nically  excited  products.  These  reactions  could  be  of  interest  for  electronic 
transitions  chemical  lasers,  interstellar  chemistry  and  combustion. 

In  flow  experiments  at  300  K  the  reactions  with  NgO,  NOg,  SOg,  OCS 
and  H2S  have  been  shown  to  give  electronic  chemiluminescence  from  CN,  NO,  SO 
and  CS.  The  chemiluminescences  from  C  +  N20  and  C  +  S02  appear  interesting  for 
an  electronic  transition  chemical  laser.  Rate  constants  for  these  reactions  at 
300  K  will  be  given. 

The  study  of  the  dynamics  of  such  reactions  has  been  undertaken  in 
crossed  pulsed  supersonic  molecular  beams.  Atomic  carbon  is  generated  by 
graphite  vaporisation  with  an  excimer  laser.  Products  are  probed  by  laser 
induced  fluorescence  with  a  pulsed  dye  laser.  Collision  energies  are  ranging 
from  0.05  eV  to  0.3  eV.  The  C  +  NO  +  CN  +  0  reaction  has  no  activation  barrier 
since  CN  signal  remains  inchanged  when  increasing  collision  energy.  Conversely 
the  C  +  N20  ->■  CN  +  NO  reaction  has  an  activation  barrier  <  0.08  eV  since  CN 
signal  begins  to  be  detected  at  a  collision  energy  of  0.08  eV  and  increases 
sharply  when  increasing  collision  energy.  CN  vibrational  distribution 
decreases  smoothly  from  v"  =  0  to  v"  =  4  with  a  sharp  cut-off  at  v"  =  5  for 
the  C  +  NO  reaction.  CN  produced  from  C  +  NgO  -*■  CN  +  NO  exhibits  a  vibra¬ 
tional  popular  inversion  with  a  maximum  population  at  v"  =  4.  The  study  of 
the  dynamics  of  other  reactions  is  in  progress. 


MOLECULAR  BEAM  STUDY  OF  THE  RADICAL  GROUP  EFFECT  IN  THE  K  + 

RI  - *■  KI  +  R ( R=CH- ,  C.Hcl  nC„H„)  REACTIVE  COLLISIONS (» ) 

3  d  b  o  / 
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ABSTRACT 

Differential  reaction  cross-section  for  the  K  +  RI - > 

K.T.  +  R  ( R  -  C  H  - ,  C.H.. ,  C„H_)  systems  have  been  measure'!  as  a 

O  d  O  3  / 

function  of  the  collision  energy  by  using  our  molecular  beam 
apparatus.  The  analysis  of  the  center-of-mass  angular  and 
recoil  velocity  distribution  of  the  products  indicated:  (a) 
a  backward  peak  character  as  correspond  to  a  direct,  rebound 
mechanism  (b)  that  the  average  translational  energy  of  the 
products  <E*  >  increases  approximately  linearly  with 

1  i-l 

(increasing)  collision  energy,  <E^,  as  follows  <ET>/KJ.mol  = 

a  <E,j,  >/KJ .  mol  ^  +  b  where  (a,b)  are  (0.65,  66.5),  (0.56, 

58.4)  and  (0.28,  30.3)  for  the  methyl,  ethyl  and  propyl 

iodide  reactions  respectively.  Whereas  in  the  methyl  and 

ethyl  reactions  the  fraction  of  the  available  energy  that 

appears  in  translation,  f  ,  is  about  0.65-0.55  in  the  propyl 

case  it  reduces  to  ca.  0.3. 

A  comparison  with  photofragmentation  studies  for  the  alkyl 
iodides,  RI,  has  shown  a  similar  dynamics  involving  a 
"quasi-dlatomic"  C-I  excitation  followed  by  recoil  o  *  a 
"soft"  radical.  An  information  theoretical  analysis  of  the 
products'  recoil  velocity  distribution  revealed  that  the 
(direct)  dynamics  involving  the  rupture  of  the  same  C-I  bond 
can  recover  the  experimental  differential  reaction 
cross-sections  providing  that  the  statistical  contribution, 
associated  with  the  degrees  of  freeedom  of  the  different 
radical  groups,  is  properly  increased.  In  particular  the 
enhancement  of  the  energy  disposal  for  the  propyl  reaction 
could  be  associated  to  the  presence  of  the  symmetric  C-C-C 
bending  motion. 


LASER  INDUCED  FLUORESCENCE  STUDY  OF  REACTIONS  OF  Ca  WITH  CH3I  AND 


CF^I  IN  THE  MOLECULAR  BEAM-GAS  APPARATUS 


Guo-zhong  He,  Jue  Wang,  R.  S.  Tae,  and  Nan-quan  Lou 
Dalian  Institute  of  Chemical  Physics,  Academia  Sinica,  P.R.  China 


One  of  the  major  topics  in  molecular  dynamics  is  to  study  the  distribution 
of  available  energy  to  internal  state  of  the  nascent  reaction  products  by  the 
molecular  beam  techniques  as  well  as  the  laser  induced  fluorescence  method. 

In  this  paper  we  present  a  beam-gas  experiment  on  the  exothermic  reactions 


and 


Ca 

+  CH3I  — 

— — »  Cal  + 

ct>3 

(a) 

Ca 

+  CF^I  — ■ 

— — »  Cal  + 

CF3 

(b) 

for  which  the  vibrational  populations  of  nascent  product  Cal  are  probed  by 

means  of  LIF.  The  beam-gas  apparatus  employed  is  shoun  schematically  in  Fig.1. 

"  A  calcium  beam  effuses  from  an  orifice(0.8  mm)  on  the  top  of  a  cylindrical 

crucible,  heated  to  1050  k  by  thermal  radiation  from  a  sleeved  graphite 

electrical  resistant  heating  tube,  and  passes  through  a  slit  (2.5  mm)  into 

the  scattering  chamber,  which  is  filled  with  CILI  (or  CF-I)  at  pressures 
*  ^  * 
of  (1-20)X10-J  torr.  The  pulsed  laser  beam  from  a  YAG:ND  laser  pumped  tunable 

dye  laser  (Quanta  Ray,  DCR-1  and  PDL)  intersects  the  Ca  beam  perpenticularly 
in  the  center  of  the  scattering  chamber.  The  dye  laser  is  scannod  in  wave¬ 
length  to  generate  an  excitation  spectrum  of  the  Cal  product  using  the 
c2ir-x2  2*  band  system,  THo  linewidth  of  the  dye  laser  beam  is  about  0.2  A. 

The  fluorescence  is  viewed  by  a  photomultiplier  (R943).  A  PAR  model  162,165 
boxcar  integrator  is  used  to  amplify  and  average  the  fluorescence  signals. 

The  output  of  the  boxcar  drives  a  stripchart  recorder. 

Laser  excitation  of  the  A^Tf  Cal  band  system  in  the  region  6375- 

6395  A  13  used  to  determine  the  internal  state  distribution  of  the  reaction 
product.  Fig, 2  shows  the  variation  of  total  fluorescence  intensity  with 
excitation  wavelength  for  the  Cal  AV=0  sequenco  of  the  Ca+CH^I  and  Ca+CF^I 
reactions.  In  the  Cal  A^TT system,  heads  are  formed  in  the 

and  branches  at  almost  the  same  frequency  and  value  of  J, 

Q2+P21  —  ®8ff)  P 

Ju-.j  a  - —  .and  in  the  P„  branch  at  J,r2, 

2(Beff-  B 7  2  h0Qd 

For  the  (0,0)  band  of  the  aV  ^-X^tran  sition  > Qnd 
Jheld  =10^ 


<Beff*2B  > 

2(Beff-  BV 
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The  presence  of  the  heads  of  the  (0,0), (1,1), (2,2), (3,3), (4,4)  bands 
for  reaction  (a)  and  the  (8,8),(9,9)»(10,10),(11,11)  bands  for  reaction  (b) 
indicated  that  the  substantial  rotational  excitation  of  the  product  Cal 
occured. 

Computer  sinulation  of  the  observed  LIP  spectra  revealed  that  the 
average  vibrational  energy  of  the  Cal  for  reaction  (a)  was  about  10%  of 
the  total  available  energy  ,  and  that  of  the  reaction  (b),  about  40%.  The 
relative  vibrational  state  distribution  of  Cal  formed  in  the  reactions(a) 
and  (b)  are  shown  in  Fig. 3.  For  reaction  (a),  the  vibrational  distribution 
of  Cal  was  produced  preferentially  around  V=>2,  while  for  reactlon(b)  the 
peak  shifted  to  V=10. 

A  comparison  is  made  of  the  fraction  of  the  total  energy  going  into 
vibrational  energy  ,<fv>  =Ev(Cal)/E^o^,  for  four  reactions.  The  results  are 
shoun  in  the  following  tables 

CH,I  CF„I 

i  3 

Ba  41%  69%  (from  reference'  ') 

Ca  19%  40% 

For  the  series  of  reactions  Ht  CH^I  (CF^I)  with  MtCa,Ba,  there  is  an 
increasing  <fv>  as  the  atomic  mass  of  the  alkaline  earth  metal  atom 
increase. 

Surprisal  analysis  of  the  vibrational  population  suggests  that  the 
vibrational  excitation  of  radical  CII^(CF^)  must  be  taken  into  account 
for  reaction  mochanism  analysis. 

DIPR  model  is  used  to  calculate  the  <fv>of  these  two  reactions. 

Comparisons  with  other  reactions,  such  as  K+CH^I  (CF^I)  and  Ba+CH^I 
(CFjl),  are  given  and  some  similar  features  are  pointed  out. 


Reference 

(1)0.P.  Smith,  J.C.  Whitehead, and  R.N,  Zare,  J.C.P.  67,1912  (1977) > 
P.J.Dagdigian,  H.W.Cruse  and  R.N.  Zare,  C.P.  15,249(1976) 


"Visiting  scientist  from  Dept,  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Hong  Kong 
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Energy  and  Angular  Momentum  Disposal  in  Chemiluminescent  Electronically 
Excited  Atomic  Reactions 


Keith  Johnson,  Agust  Kvaran+,  John  P  Simons  and  Peter  A  Smith 

Chemistry  Department,  The  University,  Nottingham  NG7  2RD,  England 
+  Science  Institute,  The  University  of  Iceland,  107  Reykjavik,  Iceland 

In  addition  to  their  intrinsic  interest  in  the  field  of  u.v. /visible 
laser  systems,  the  chemiluminescent  reactions  of  electronically  excited 
atoms  have  many  features  attractive  to  the  student  of  molecular  reaction 
dynamics.  Translational  energy  utilisation  can  be  probed  through 
measurements  of  the  Intensity  of  the  chemiluminescence  excited  by 
collision  of  superthermal  reagent  beams j  internal  energy  disposal  and 
product  branching  ratios  can  be  determined  from  the  analysis  of  resolved 
chemiluminescence  spectra  under  both  static  and  molecular  beam  conditions! 
differential  cross-sections  can  be  obtained  through  measurements  of  the 
depletion  of  elastically  scattered  reagent  beams  at  large  scattering 
angles;  the  influence  of  molecular  spatial  or  electronic  orbital 
alignment  prior  to  collision  can  be  probed  by  polarised  laser  excitation 
techniques;  the  collisional  energy  dependence  of  product  rotational 
alignment  and  angular  momentum  disposal  can  be  obtained  through 
measurements  of  the  chemiluminescence  polarisation  excited  under  molecular 
beam  conditions;  resolution  of  the  chemiluminesence  spectrum  may  reveal 
the  dependence  of  the  alignment  on  the  product  vibrational  state.  Many 
more  measurements  are  possible  when  the  excited  atom  is  itself 

fluorescent.  The  chemiluminescent  interaction  of  electronically  excited 
5 

rare  gas  atoms  Rginp  (n+1)s)  provides  an  ideal  system  for  dynamical 
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studies  which  exploit  this  wide  variety  of  techniques.  Resembling  in 
some  ways  the  'harpoon*  chemistry  of  the  alkali  metal  atoms  [1]  their 
dynamics  are  both  complicated  and  enriched  by  the  electronic  excitation; 
excitation  transfer  channels  can  now  compete  with  the  alternative  atom 
transfer  reactions. 

XeX(B,  C,  D)  +  X  (I) 

'  3 

e.g.  XeTPj)  +  X2  X=  Cl,  Br,  I 

Xe  +  (X2*(D'(2g)  ...)  (II) 

Unravelling  the  dynamics  of  such  systems  requires  a  careful  and  systematic 
analysis  of  the  intensities  of  the  overlapping  bound  -»free  oscillatory 
spectral  continua,  their  polarisations  and  their  dependence  on  the 
collision  energy.  Interpretation  of  the  experimental  data  should  address 
the  degree  to  which  purely  kine,iatic  rather  than  dynamical  factors  govern 
the  observed  behaviour,  the  degree  to  which  the  competing  physical 
channels  (II)  may  influence  the  dynamics  of  the  reactive  channels  (I)  and 
an  assessment  of  which  observables  are  most  sensitive  to  particular 
features  of  the  potential  energy  surfaces.  The  chemiluminescence 
polarisation  for  example,  reflects  the  degree  of  product  rotational 
alignment  which  in  turn  reflects  the  partitioning  of  angular  momentum 
between  orbital  and  internal  motion:  this,  in  its  turn,  may  be  sensitive 
to  the  repulsive  release  of  potential  energy  in  the  exit  channel,  to  the 
preferred  collisio.  geometry  at  the  head  of  the  exit  channel  and/or  to  the 
duration  of  the  collision. 

The  lecture  will  review  recent  experimental  studiesof  the  reaction 
dynamics  in  the  kinematically  constrained  systems 

Xe(3Pj)  +  liX  +  XeX(B,  C)  +  H,  X  =  Cl,  Br,  I  (III) 

and  in  the  unconstrained  systems  (I)  and  (II)[2].  These  will  be  compared- 
with  the  analogous  alkali  metal  atom  reactions  to  see  how  far  the  analogy 
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is  realistic,  and  measured  against  the  predictions  of  a  hierarchy  of 
'minimum  detail'  theoretical  models.  These  include  a  purely  kinematic 
model  ( 'physics- free' )  [3],  the  DIP!?  model  (exit  repulsion  and  collision 
geometry)  [A],  a  phase  space  model  [5]  (purely  statistical)  and  a 
constrained  phase  space  model  ('conservation  laws  plus'). 


[1]  D  W  Setser,  7  D  Dreiling,  II  C  Brashears,  Jr.  &  J  H  Kolts,  Far. 
Discussion  Chem.  Soc.  (1979)  67  255 

[2]  K  Johnson,  J  P  Simons,  P  A  Smith,  C  Washington  and  A  K varan,  Mol, 
Phys.,  (1986)  57  255. 

K  Johnson,  (1  Pease,  J  P  Simons,  P  A  Smith  and  A  Kvaran,  Faraday 
Trans.  Chem.  Soc.  (1986),  in  press. 

[3]  I  R  Elsum  and  R  G  Gordon,  J. Chem. Phys. ,  (1982)  76  3009. 

[A]  D  R  Herschbach,  Faraday  Discussion  Chem. Soc.  (1973)  55  116 

M  G  Prisant,  C  T  Rettner  and  R  N  Zare,  J. Chem. Phys.  (198A)  81^  2699 
[5]  D  A  Case  and  D  R  Herschbach,  J. Chem. Phys. ,  (1976)  A212 
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Topological  study  on  three  and  four  atom  indirect 
exchange  reactions.  Application  to  the  processes 


C(3P) 


NO(X2n)  and  C(3P)  ♦  NoOfX'xO 


M.T.  Rayez,  P.  Halvick,  B.  Duguay  and  I.  C.  Ravez 
Laboratoire  de  Physicochimie  Theorique 
University  de  Bordeaur  1  -  33-405  Talence  Cede* 


Since  the  work  of  Polanyi  and  coworkers,  it  is  now  admitted  that 
the  location  of  the  barrier,  the  inner  repulsive  wall  and  the  relative  values 
of  the  masses  of  the  atoms  play  an  important  role  on  the  nascent  energetic 
distribution  on  the  products  of  a  three  atom  exchange  reaction. 

Due  to  the  difficulty  of  the  theoretical  approach  joined  to  the  lack 
of  experimental  dynamical  studies,  few  analogous  investigations  have  been 
undertaken  in  the  case  of  reactive  processes  involving  three  and  four 
atoms  and  exhibiting  at  least  one  well  along  the  route  from  the  reactants  to 
the  products  i.e.  indirect  processes.  A  recent  paper  of  M.  K.  Osborn  and  I. 
W.  M.  Smith  (Chem.  Phys.  <LL  13,  1984)  reports  a  quasi  classical  trajectory 
(Q.C.T.)  study  of  vibrational  energy  transfer  in  inelastic  collisions  on 
potential  energy  surfaces  (P.E.S.)  possessing  potential  minima. 

In  order  to  analyze  the  role  played  by  different  topological  factors 
on  the  products  energetic  distribution  of  a  reaclional  process,  we  present  a 
Q.C.T.  study  based  on  three  and  four  atom  model  analytical  potentials 
describing  the  reactions  A  +  3C  -->  AB  +  C  and  A  ■*  BCD  -->  AB  +  CD  1  masses : 
A  -  12,  B  -  14.  C-  16  in  BC,  C-  14  and  D-  16  amu  in  BCD) 

In  the  case  of  a  three  atom  reaction,  ID  and  3D  approaches  have 
been  performed,  but  in  the  case  of  a  four  atom  reaction,  only  a  ID  study 
has  been  undertaken  owing  to  the  difficulties  we  encountered  for  the 
elaboration  of  realistic  3D  analytical  potentials. 

The  3-atom  analytical  models  are  built  by  the  mixing  of  a  L.E.P.S. 
function  and  a  polynomial  expression  containing  quadratic,  cubic  and 
quartic  terms  which  describes  the  well.  The  L.E.P.S.  function  simulates  the 
asymptotic  behaviours  of  the  system. 

The  4-atom  analytical  models  are  constructed  on  the  same  scheme 
but  the  polynomial  expression  must  obey  several  requirements :  i)-  the 
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representation  of  the  stable  BCD  system  alone  by  an  ad  hoc  well,  ii)-  the 
simulation  of  the  four  atom  well  which  lies  on  the  reaction  route  and  iii)- 
the  continuous  passage  from  the  first  well  to  the  second  as  long  as  the  A 
atom  approaches  the  BCD  molecule. 

These  models  are  flexible  enough  to  allow  the  change  almost 
independently  of  their  topological  features.  Therefore,  we  have  modifyed 
the  energetic  difference  between  products  and  reagents,  the  location  of  the 
well,  its  concavities  and  its  depth.  In  fact,  the  location  of  the  welt  and  its 
curvatures  at  the  minimum  (quadratic,  cubic  and  quartic  forces  constants) 
are  kept  linked  by  an  empirical  relation  which  has  been  well  established 
on  real  molecules.  The  1D-QCT  calculations  are  performed  with  the  initial 
conditions :  relative  translational  energy  T  -  0.1  eV,  zero  point  vibrational 
levels  for  BC  and  BCD. 

Among  the  different  topological  parameters  investigated  at  the  ID 
level  (3  and  4-atom  cases),  we  show  that  the  anisotropy  of  the  intermediate 
well  and  its  location  are  the  important  factors  which  govern  the  nascent 
distribution  of  the  energy  of  the  reaction  on  the  products,  the  others, 
playing  a  minor  role.  Hence,  a  mapping  of  the  percentage  of  the  average 
vibrational  energy  of  the  newly  formed  diatomic  molecules  versus  the 
location  of  the  well  -  that  is  to  say  the  curvatures  at  the  minimum  -  can  be 
easily  elaborated.  As  long  as  the  intermediate  well  becomes  more  and  more 
elongated  in  the  products  direction,  it  appears  an  increase  of  the  energy 
channeled  on  the  vibration  of  the  diatomic  molecule  formed.  A 
consequence  of  this  fact  is  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  reactive 
outcomes  since  the  transfer  of  momentum  in  the  direction  of  the  products 
is  less  and  less  efficient. 

The  3-atora  -  3D  investigation  (rotational  level  Jec  -  0)  does  not 
change  drastically  the  previous  conclusion.  In  fact,  we  observed  that  the 
complex  keeps  a  small  bent  shape  associated  with  a  less  deep  well  than  the 
linear  structure.  This  change  leads  to  a  greater  anisotropy  of  the  well  and 
consequently,  favours  an  increase  of  the  vibrational  excitation  of  the  AB 
molecule. 

Ab-initio  determination  of  the  fundamental  sheet  potential  energy 
implied  in  the  reaction  C(3P)  *  N0(X2S+)  — >  CN(X2E+)  +  0(3P)  (exoergicity  - 
-1.35  eV)  shows  an  intermediate  well  of  4.2  eV  depth  (with  respect  to 
reactants  energy),  related  to  a  linear  structure  CNO  (equilibrium  distances : 

"  1.22A  and  r^0  “  1-23A)  of  principal  force  constants  respectively 

equal  to  k^  -  18  mdyne/A  and  k^Q  -  15  mdyne/A.  QCT  calculations  on  an 
analytical  surface  possessing  these  features  lead  to  vibrational  population 
of  CN(X^S+)  which  does  not  exhibit  any  inversion  and  which  is  in 
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satisfying  agreement  with  supersonic  pulsed  crossed  beams  experiments. 

Semi-empirical  determination  of  lowest  energy  sheet  of  potential 
energy  associated  with  the  process  C(^P)  +  ^OIX'S4)  -->  CN(X^E+)  + 

N0(X2TT)  reveals  the  existence  of  a  well  of  4.65  eV  depth  corresponding  to 
a  structure  CNNO  of  principal  force  constants  equal  to  kCflj  -  17.6  mdyne/A. 

kjqjq  -  12.8  mdyne/A  and  k^0  "  19.2  radyne/A.QCT  calculations  performed 

on  an  analytical  representation  of  the  potential  energy  surface  leads  to  an 
inversion  of  the  vibrational  population  of  CN(X2E+)  around  v"  -  2 
which  is  only  in  fair  agreement  with  experiments  (the  maximum  is  located 
around  v"  -  4).  Several  arguments  can  be  raised  to  explain  this  difference. 
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DYNAMICAL  PROCESSES  OF  DETACHMENT  IN  Cl"/H2 

M.  Barat,  J.C.  Brenot,  M.  Durup-Ferguson*,  J.  Fayeton,  O.C.  Houver  and 

J.B.  Ozenne 

L.C.A.M.,  Bdtiment  351,  Univeraitd  de  Pane-Sud,  91405  Orsay 
*L.P.C.R.,  Bdtiment  350 

The  various  channels  inhanced  by  kinetic  energy  of  Cl“  ion  in  Cl"  on  H2 
collision  produce  two  independentely  detectable  species  :  a  fast  neutral 
HC1  or  Cl  and  an  ionized  particle  H“  or  e".  A  coincident  detection  of  the 
two  detectable  products  allows  an  unambiguous  analysis  of  the  various 
competing  channel s. 

In  this  crossed  beam  experiment  a  multicoincident  detection  is  used  fig.  (1) 
which  has  been  previously  Settled  in  LCAifP  This  technique  directly  gives 
complete  time  and  spatially  resolved  product  distributions.  At  a  given 
collision  energy  the  ultimate  result  of  the  data  processing  gives  the 
relative  probability  of  each  channel  as  a  function  of  the  CM  deflection 
angle  of  the  fast  neutrals  and  of  the  amount  of  kinetic  energy  transferred 
to  internal  energy  of  the  products.  The  contour  map  of  each  competing 
channel  can  be  drawn  fig.  (2) .  , 

The  main  conclusions  for  the  C1"H2  system  are  the  following  ;  the  two 
reactive  channels  giving  C1H  +  H"  and  C1H  +  H  +  e"  proceed  through  the  same 
reactive  path  on  the  potentiel  surface  they  are  both  severely  peaked  at  the 
same  x  angle,  Ihe  reactive  detachment  occurs  when  the  trajectory  would  Lead 
to  HC1  vibrational  excitation  above  v=3  a  transition  through  a  temporary 
HCT...H  occurs  which  immediatly  autodetaches  giving  HC1  s  e"  + 

The  generality  of  this  competition  process  between  reaction  and  reactive 
detachment  has  been  checked  on  other  halogene"/H2  systems.  In  I"/H2  the 
transitory  IH'H  does  not  detach  therefore  the  reactive  detachment  is  not 
observed.  In  Br"/H2  the  reactive  detachment  proceeds  from  the  reaction  path 
for  vibrational  excitation  of  BrH  of  v  ^<2.  in  agreement  with  the  position 
of  the  surfaces  crossing  BrH  H"  -  HBr"  H.  At  collision  energy  lower  10  eV 
the  reactive  detachment  is  the  most  important  detachment -process' at  higher 
collision  energy  other  detachment  processes  compute  :  one  involving  vibrational 
excitation  of  H2  but  not  yet  fully  understood.  An  other  one  proceeding  through 
a  spectator  mecanism  by  which  just  one  H  atom  is  involved  in  the  collisional 
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process  the  other  one  staying  at  rest.  The  Cl  atom  is  backward  scattered 
arid  H2  molecule  dissociates. 

An  other  process  still  more  strange  where  the  H2  vibration  is  frozen. 

The  H2  molecule  reacts  like  an  He  atom  of  masse  2  which  can  be 
accompanied  with  an  excitation  of  Cl  which  in  this  case  is  back  scattered. 
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Some  Current  Problems  In  Atmospheric  Ozone  Chemistry  -  Role  of 
Chemical  Kinetics 
R.A.  Cox 

Combustion  Centre,  Harwell  Laboratory,  Didcot,  Oxon,  U.K.,  0X11  ORA. 

Atmospheric  ozone  is  produced  and  removed  by  a  complex  series  of 
elementary  gas-phase  photochemical  and  chemical  reactions  involving  0^, 
110^ ,  NO^ ,  CIO^  and  hydrocarbon  species.  Concern  about  changes  in  the 
balance  and  distribution  of  ozone  as  a  result  of  mans  activities  has  led 
to  an  intense  research  effort  to  study  the  kinetics  and  mechanisms  of  the 
reactions  controlling  atmospheric  ozone. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  good  knowledge  of  the  basic  processes 
Involved  in  ozone  chemistry  in  the  stratosphere  and  the  troposphere  and 
the  kinetics  of  most  of  the  key  reactions  are  well  defined.  There  are  a 
number  of  difficulties  in  the  theoretical  descriptions  of  observed  ozone 
behaviour  which  may  be  due  to  uncertainties  in  the  chemistry.  Examples 
are  the  failure  to  predict  present  day  ozone  in  the  photochemlcally 
controlled  region  above  35km  altitude  and  the  large  reductions  in  the 
ozone  column  in  the  Antarctic  Spring  which  has  been  observed  in  recent 
years. 

In  the  troposphere  there  is  growing  evidence  that  ozone  and  other 
trace  gases  have  changed  appreciably  from  pre-industrial  concentrations, 
due  to  chemical  reactions  involving  man-made  pollutants.  Quantitative 
investigation  of  the  mechanisms  by  which  these  changes  may  occur  requires 

I 

a  sound  laboratory  kinetics  data  base. 
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ABSOLUTS  RATE  CONSTANTS  FOR  THE  GAS-PHASE  REACTION  OP 
N03  RADICALS  WITH  REDUCED  SULFUR  COMPOUNDS 

Timothy  J.  Walllngton,  Roger  Atkinson,  Arthur  M.  Winer  and  James  M.  Pitts, 
Jr.,  Statewide  Air  Pollution  Research  Center,  University  of  California, 
Riverside,  California  92521,  U.S.A. 

In-sltu  long  pathlength  spectroscopic  studies  have  shown  that  the  HOj 
radical  Is  a  common  constituent  of  continental  nighttime  atmospheres  [1], 
with  mixing  ratios  of  10-100  parts-per-trillion  being  routinely  observed  at 
several  ar'.d/seroi-desert  locations  in  California  [2].  Laboratory  kinetic 
studies  have  shown  that  the  NOj  radical  reacts  rapidly  with  the  more  highly 
alkyl-substituted  alkenes  (Including  the  monoterpenes) ,  hydroxy-substituted 
aromatics  and  dimethyl  sulfide,  and  that  these  reactions  can  be  important 
as  nighttime  tropospheric  loss  processes  for  the  NO^  radical  and/or  these 
organic  compounds  (3].  Until  very  recently  (4,5),  however,  the  available 
kinetic  data  were  all  obtained  from  relative  rate  studies  carried  out  at 
room  temperature  and  atmospheric  pressure  of  air. 

In  order  to  allow  the  determination  of  absolute  NO^  radical  reaction 
rate  constants,  we  have  constructed  and  utilized  a  flash  photolysis-visible 
absorption  apparatus,  and  report  here  recently  obtained  rate  constant  data 
for  a  series  of  reduced  sulfur  compounds  over  the  temperature  range  270- 
350  K. 

N03  radicals  were  generated  by  the  flash  photolysis  of  F2-HNO.J  mix¬ 
tures  in  helium,  nitrogen  or  argon  diluent 

F2  +  hv  2  P 
F  +  HNOj  I1F  +  N03 

and  monitored  by  long  pathlength  visible  absorption  at  662  nm. 
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Absolute  rate  constants  have  been  determined  for  the  reduced  sulfur 
compounds  ClljSCHj,  CdjSSCIlj  and  CH^SH  over  the  temperature  and  pressure 
ranges  280-350  K  and  50-400  torr  total  pressure,  respectively.  These  reac¬ 
tions  are  all  at  the  high  pressure  limit,  and  the  rate  constants  obtained 
are  given  in  Table  1.  In  addition,  upper  limit  rate  constants  were  obtain¬ 
ed  at  298  K  for  the  reactions  of  the  N0j  radical  with  l^S  and  S02,  and 
these  data  are  also  given  in  Table  1. 


Table  1.  Absolute  Rate  Constants  for  the  Gas-Phase  Reaction  of  the  N03 
Radical  With  CII3SII,  ClI-jSCI^,  CII3SSC113,  S02  and  1I2S 


Reactant 

1013  x  k  (cm3  molecule  1 

a"1)" 

280  K 

298  K 

350  K 

ai38ii 

(8.0  ±  1.4) 

(8.1  i  0.6) 

(5.4  *  0.7) 

cii3sai3 

(8.8  ±  1.2) 

(8.1  ±  1.3) 

(7.7  ±  0.7) 

CH-jSSCUj 

(5.3  ±  0.8) 

•(4.9  ±  0.8) 

(*4.3  ±  0.6) 

S02 

- 

£0.004 

- 

l'2s 

£0.3 

- 

indicated  errors  represent  two  standard  deviations. 


Least  squares  analyses  of  these  data  yield  the  Arrhenius  expressions 

k(CH3SCII3)  =  (4.7^’2)  x  10"13  e(17°  *  130)/T  cm3  molecule-1  s-1 

k(ai3SSCII3)  =  (1.0^*2)  x  10-13  e(60°  *  A00>/T  cm3  molecule-1  s-1 

k(Cll3Sll)  =  (1.9  ±  0.3)  x  10-13  e(29°  ±  50)/T  cm3  molecule-1  s-1 
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where  Che  error  limits  given  are  two  least  squares  standard  deviations. 
These  rate  constants  will  be  compared  with  the  available  literature  data, 
and  the  atmospheric  implications  discussed. 
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Thermal  Stability  of  Peroxynitrates 

A.  Reimer  and  F.  Zabel 

Bergische  UniversitSt  -  Gil  Wuppertal,  Physikalische  Chemie 
Fachbereich  9,  56  Wuppertal  1,  West  Germany 


Within  the  last  ten  years  evidence  has  increased  that,  in  the  at¬ 
mosphere,  a  large  part  of  NO^  and  of  peroxy  radicals  may  be  tied 
up  in  peroxynitrates.  For  example,  acetyl  peroxynitrate  (PAN) 
seems  to  be  an  ubiquitous  compound  in  the  troposphere,  with  a 
background  mixing  ratio  of  50  -  100  pptv  [ij.  Other  peroxynitrates 
(including  peroxynitrlc  acid,  I!O0NO2)  have  not  been  detected  yet 
in  field  experiments,  but  their  existence  in  higher  altitudes  is 
suggested  from  the  results  of  laboratory  experiments  (e.g.  [_2-A  ])  . 

The  importance  of  peroxynitrates  for  the  chemistry  of  the 
atmosphere  will  largely  depend  on  the  rate  constants  of  reactions 

(1)  R00  +  N02  - >  R00N02 

(2)  R00N02  - >  R00  +  N02  • 

(3)  R00  +  NO  - >  RO  +  N02 

(4)  R00N02  +  OH  - >•  products 

(5)  R00N02  +  hv  - >•  products 

and  on  the  products  of  reactions  (4)  and  (5).  In  this  work,  react¬ 
ion  (2)  has  been  investigated  for  R  =  CU^ ,  CH-jCO,  CC13,  and  CCljF 
in  a  temperature  controlled  420  1  reaction  chamber  from  Duran 
glass  which  is  surrounded  by  20  photolysis  lamps.  The  reaction 
chamber  has  a  buildt-in  White  mirror  system  for  long-path  absorpt¬ 
ion  measurements  which  is  coupled  to  a  Fourier-transform  infrared 
spectrometer  (NICOLET  7199)-.  Experimental  conditions  include  tem¬ 
peratures  between  -20  and  +50  °C  and  total  pressures  between  10 
and  800  mbar.  N2  and  02  were  used  as  buffer  gases.  The  peroxynitr¬ 
ates  were  prepared  in  situ  by  photolysis  of  the  following  gas 
mixtures:  azomethane/N2/02/N02  (for  CH300N02) ,  Cl2/CH3CH0/02/N2/ 
N02  (PAN),  Cl2/CHCl3/02/N2/N02  (CCIjOONO^ ,  Cl2/CHCl2F/02/N2/N02 
(CCljFOONOj) .  The  initially  established  equilibrium  between  react¬ 
ions  (1)  and  (2)  was  disturbed  by  addition  of  large  amounts  (r» 0.3 
mbar)  of  NO,  giving  rise  to  reaction  (3)  .  Using  high  [NC>3/[N02] 
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ratios,  the  effective  first  order  decay  rate  constant  of  R00N02, 
as  measured  by  IR  absorption,  was  equal  to  k^. 

Rate  constants  k2  thus  obtained  are  strongly  temperature  and 
pressure  dependent.  They  are  presented  in  figures  1  and  2  for 


17.0  17.S  180  185  190  195 

log  |Ml  lmolecule/cm3l 


Fly.  I  Thermal  decomposition  of  methyl  poroxynitrato 


log(|M|/molecuiecnf3) 


Fly.  2  Thermal  decomposition  of  acetyl  poroxynitrato 


CH-jOONO.,  and  CII3C  (0)00N02,  respectively.  Each  point  represents  at 
least  4  Individual  measurements.  The  rate  data  were  evaluated 
according  to  the  modified  Kassel  treatment  of  unimolecular  react- 
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ions  as  proposed  by  Troe  Cs3.  Fitting  the  experimental  data  points 
to  the  3-parameter-equation 

log  F, 

log  (k/kM)  = 


log 


ko/kco 
1  +  kQ/k 


00 


1  + 


log  0<o/k0o 


W 


NC(FC>  =  0.75  -.1.27  log 

with  the  Fc  val  'es  held  fixed  at  their  theoretical  strong  colli¬ 
sion  values  £23,  the  following  parameters  were  obtained: 


ch3oono2 ■ 


►  C".  00  +  NO.,: 


Fc  =  °*47 

ko/[N2J  =  0.5  x  10  4  x  expi-20.5  kcal-mol  V^T)  cm3molecule  4s  1 
koo  =  2.3  x  1016  x  exp ("21 . 4  kcal.mol-1/RT)  s_1 

k°2/k^2  =  1.2  ±  0,2 

Ail 


o  ■  o 
„o 


r  298  “  -  °*8)  kcal/mol  (using  literature  data  on  k^ 

•CH3C(0)00  +  N02: 


C!!3C(0)OON02 

F  =  0.27 

C  —  o  _  ■} 

V[N2]  =  6.3  x  10  x  exp (-2 5. 4  kcal-mol  /RT) 

koo  =  2.2  x  1016  x  exp (-26 . 7  kcal-mol"1/^) 

k°2/k^2  =  0.9  ±  0.2 

o  o 

Experiments  on  the  thermal  decomposition  of  CCi3OON02  and 
CC12F00N02  are  still  in  progress. 

When  these  results  are  combined  with  literature  data  it  may 
be  estimated  that  in  the  upper  troposphere  mola  fractions  of  the 
same  order  of  magnitude  (10  -  100  ppt)  are  present  for  the 
different  reactive  nitrogen  species  (N0+N02) ,  H00N02,  CH300N02, 
and  CU3C (O)0ON02 .  Similarly,  the  halomethyl  peroxynitrates  possib¬ 
ly  represent  reservoirs  for  reactive  halogen  and  N0X  in  the 
stratosphere. 
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Abstract  for  the  9th  International  Symposium  on  Gas  Kinetics, 
Bordeaux,  France,  July  20-25,  1-J36 

THE  STICKING  OF  GAS  MOLECULES  TO  WATER  SURFACES 

.James  Gardner,  hyn  Sharfman,  Vusuf  G.  Adewuyi  and  Paul  Davidovlts, 
Do. -ton.  Colleoe,  Department  of  Chemistry,  Chestnut  Hill,  HA  0Z161 
U.S.A. 


Mark  S.  2ahni3er,  Douglas  R.  Worsnop  and  Charles  E.  Kolb 
Aerodyne  Research,  Inc.  45  M.-nning  Road,  Billerica,  MA  01821 
U.S.A. 


Many  important  atmospheric  reactions  occur  inside  the  water 
droplets  of  clouds  <-.nd  mists.  These  processes  begin  with  the 
precursor  gas.  molecules  such  as  S02  or  N02,  rc.r  example,  hitting 

the  surface  of  the  drcplet  and  crossing  into  the  interior.  The 
probability  that  a  molecule  striking  the  surfz.ee,  sticks  *-o  it  and 
enters  the  droplet  is  called  the  sticking  or  accommodation 
coefficient.  This  is  the  key  parameter  iirking  gas  phase  to 
liquid  phase  chemistry  and  it  often  governs  the  kinetics  of 
heterogeneous  reactions  in  the  atmosphere.  An  experimental 
technique  has  been  developed  to  measure  these  accommodation 
coefficients.  The  apparatus  is  .shown  schematically  in  figure  1. 
A  controllable  stream  of  mono-d? spersed  drop.-  3  is  produced  by  a 
vibrating  nozzle  jet.  The  droplets  enter  3  flow  system  containing 
the  atmospheric  trace  species.  The  droplets  are  turned  on  and  off 
while  the  density  of  the  species  is  monitored  spectroscopically , 
The  details  of  the  flow  system,  temperature  control  and  droplet 
switching  are  not  shown.  The  reacting  gas  can  be  introduced  at 
three  different  points  in  the  flow  tube.  In  th>'s  way  the  length 
of  the  interaction  region  can  be  varied.  S02  was  the  first  ga3 


studied  in  this  way.  In  the  insert  of  figure  1  we  show  a  plot  of 
the  change  in  S02  density  due  to  the  water  droplets  as  a  function 

of  the  length  of  the  interaction  region.  With  the  flow  rates 
and  other  experimental  parameters  known,  the  accommodation 
coefficient  can  be  calculated  from  such  a  plot.  For  S02  the  value 

of  this  parameter  is  (2.4  +  0.4)  x  10~3.  The  results  of 
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accomodation  coefficient  measurements,  for  several  other  gases  of 
atmospheric  interest  will  be  presented. 

A  kinetic  model  has  been  developed  which  predicts  the  size  of 
the  accommodation  coefficients.  In  this  model  it  is  assumed  that 
a  molecule  which  hits  the  water  surface  will  enter  the  interior  if 
during  its  residence  time  on  the  surface  a  hole  in  the  liquid 
sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the  molecule  appears  at  the 
surface  site.  The  predictions  and  implications  of  this  model  will 
be  discussed. 


This  work  was  sponsored  by:  The  National  Science  Foundation, 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Coordinating  Research 
Council  and  the  Electric  Power  Research  Institute. 
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DISCHARGE  FLOW  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  RATE  CONSTANTS  FOR  THE  REACTIONS 
Oil  +  SO,  +  He  AND  HOSO,  +  0,. 

D.  MARTIN,  J.L.  JOURDAIN  and  0.  LE  DRAS. 

(Centre  dc  Recherches  sur  la  Chimie  de  la  combustion  et  des  Halites 
Temperatures  -  C.N.R.S  45071  ORLEANS  cedex  2  -  FRANCE.) 

The  main  atmospheric  oxidation  steps  of  SO2  •'  SO2  +  OH  +  M  — 

II0S02  i  M  (1)  and  I10S02  +  02  — *-  I102  +  SO^  (2)  have  been  studied  at 
room  temperature  using  the  discharge  flow  -  EPR  -  mass  spectrometric 
method.  The  rate  constants  of  these  reactions  were  determined  by  EPR 
monitoring  of  the  OH  decay  in  the  presence  of  excess  S02,  successively 
in  the  absence  and  presence  of  O2.  HO2  produced  in  reaction  (2)  was 
converted  into  Oil  by  NO  addition  either  together  with  the  reactants 
SO,  and  02  or  separately,  just  upstream  of  the  EPR  cavity.  Heteroge¬ 
neous  processes  were  minimized  by  coating  the  wall  of  the  reactor  with 
halocarbon  wax. 

The  reaction  S02  +  OH  +  M  — *-  HOSO2  +  M  (1)  was  studied  in  the 
absence  of  02  at  pressures  ranging  from  1  to  6.4  Torr  of  helium,  with 
partial  pressures  of  SO2  in  the  range  0.01  -  0.15  Torr.  Doth  graphical 
and  mathematical  treatments  of  the  data  led  to  the  following  values  of 
the  rate  constants  for  reaction  (1)  with  respectively  S02  and  He  as 
the  third  body  : 

''ill2  =  0*33  ±  0*40)  x  10-30  cm6  molecule-2  s“* 

kjf  =  (8.1  +  0.2)  x  10”32  x  |lle|  +  (2.4  +  0.4)  x  10“*5  cn^moleculc-*  s- 

The  third  order  rate  constant  obtained  with  S02  as  the  third  body 
and  the  apparent  second  order  rate  constant  determined  with  lie  as  the 
third  body  are  in  good  agreement  with  the  data  of  LEU  |l|.  This 
experimental  expression  of  kj®  compares  well  with  recent  theoretical 
calculations  of  WINE  et  al  |2|  wich  indicate  that  the  reaction  would 
be  in  the  fall  off  regime  in  the  pressure  range  considered  (1  -  6.4 
Torr) . 
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Tlie  rate  constant  for  the  reaction  HOSO2  +  O2  — IIO2  *  SO^  (2) 
was  measured  from  a  computer  fitting  of  the  OH  decay  curves  obtained 
in  the  absence  and  presence  of  0?  and  NO.  In  a  first  series  of  experi¬ 
ments  where  NO  was  added  separately,  just  upstream  of  the  ERR  cavity, 
the  possible  HOSO,  +  NO  reaction  was  negligible.  However  a  first  order 
reaction  rate  of  50  s-1  had  to  be  considered  for  IIOSO2  to  fit  the  data 
obtained  over  the  entire  range  of  O2  concentrations  used  (3.5  x  lO1^  - 
1.5  x  1015).  This  additional  sink  of  H0S02  could  be  a  wall  reaction. 
An  example  of  experimental  data  is  given  in  the  figure  below  (the 
solid  lines  represent  the  experimental  decay  curves  of  OH  and  the 
dashed  lines  the  calculated  ones). 


In  a  second  series  of  experiments  where  NO  and  02  were  flowed 
together,  an  upper  limit  of  5  x  10-13  was  determined  for  the  H0S02  + 
NO  reaction. 

From  the  series  of  experiments,  tiie  following  value  was  obtained 
for  k2  : 


k2  =  (3.5j;])x  10"13  cm3  molecule-1  s-1 

This  value  is  in  good  agreement  with  the  flash  photolysis  measurement 
of  HARGITAN  |3|  (k2  =  ((  t  2)x  10~13)  also  obtained  from  a  computer 
simulation  of  his  experimental  data.  The  agreement  is  also  good  with  a 
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further  discharge  flow  determination  of  HOWARD  1 4 1  (kj  =  (4<4  +  0.9)  x 
1 0“ 1  where  H02  and  H0S02  were  respectively  detected  by  LMR  and 
chemical  ionization. 

The  present  value  of  k2  confirms  the  STOCKWELL  and  CALVERT  l5i 
hypothesis  concerning  the  occurrence  of  reactions  (1)  and  (2)  in  the 
atmosphere  and  the  subsequent  H0X  conservation  in  the  gas  phase  oxida¬ 
tion  of  S02  in  the  atmosphere. 
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HIGH  RESOLUTION  FOURIER  TRANSFORM  SPECTROSCOPY  OF  GAS 
PHASE  RADICALS  AND  REACTION  PRODUCTS 


James  B.  Burkholder,  Philip  D.  Hammer,  and  Carleton  J.  Howard 

Nacional  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration 
Aeronomy  Laboratory,  R/E/AL2 
Boulder,  Colorado  80303 
U.S.A. 

and 

C.I.R.E.S.,  University  of  Colorado 

Boulder,  Colorado  80309 

U.S.A. 


Recent  results  using  a  high  resolution  Fourier  transform  spectrometer  opti¬ 
cally  coupled  to  a  fast  flow  multipass  absorption  cell  for  the  spectroscopic 
scudy  of  gas  phase  radicals  and  reaction  products  will  be  presented. 

High  sensitivity  infrared  and  microwave  spectroscopic  techniques  are  viable 
methods  for  monitoring  transient  species  in  both  laboratory  and  field  studies. 
For  these  techniques  to  be  successful  detailed  spectroscopic  information  of  the 
transient  species  is  required.  In  the  past  high  resolution  infrared  spectra  of 
transient  species  have  been  recorded  using  LMR,  diode  laser,  and  difference 
laser  techniques.  To  date  high  resolution  Fourier  transform  spectroscopy  (FTS) 
has  been  used  to  study  relatively  stable  species.  In  this  report  FTS  high  reso¬ 
lution  infrared  absorption  spectra  of  HOj,  DOj,  F0,  CLO,  SO,  CS  and  several 
other  short  lived  radicals  will  be  presented. 

The  implication  of  these  results  to  atmospheric  chemistry  will  be 
discussed. 
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KINETICS  AND  MECHANISM  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  CS=  OXIDATION 

A.R.  Ravlshankara,  E.R.  Lovejoy,  N.S.  Wang,  and  C.J.  Howard 
NOAA,  ERL,  R/E/AL2 
Boulder,  CO  80303,  USA 
and 

P.H.  Wine,  J.M.  Nicovich,  and  A.J.  Hynes 
Georgia  Tech  Research  Institute 
Atlanta,  GA  30332,  USA 

Oxidation  of  CS2  in  the  earth's  atmosphere  is  believed  to  yield  COS  and 
SO,,.  Previous  work  had  Indicated  that  the  reaction  of  OH  with  CS,,  was  too 
slow  for  it  to  be  important.  Recently  we  have  obtained  evidence  to  show 
that  OH  adds  very  rapidly  to  CS.,  to  form  CS,,0H  adduct  which  in  the  presence 
of  02  undergoes  further  reactions.  In  the  absence  of  02  (or  other 
reactants)  the  CS2OH  adduct  thermally  decomposes  to  give  back  OH  and  CS2> 
Using  248  nm  pulsed  laser  photolysis  of  H202  to  produce  OH  followed  by 
pulsed  laser  Induced  fluorescence  detection  of  OH,  we  have  directly  observed 
the  equilibrium, 

CS,  ♦  OH  +  M  *  CS,0H  +  Mi  K.  »  . 

k_,  2 


Figure  1 .  Temporal  Profile 
of  OH  in  the  presence  of 
1.8IJ  x  1016  CS2  cm~3,  1)3 
torr  H,,  and  3.5  x  lO1**  IlgOg 
cm  3  at  262K. 


(1) 


Figure  1  shows  a  temporal  profile  of  Oil  following  Hg02  photolysis  in  CS.,. 
Using  such  temporal  profiles,  the  equilibrium  constant  Kj  has  been  measured 


calculated  to  be  -  (12. *1  ±  0.5)  kcal/mole  and  the  heat  of  formation  of  CS20II 
at  298k  calculated  to  be  25.0  koal/mole.  In  addition,  using  the  same 
experimental  method  as  above,  the  rate  coefficient  for  the  reaction, 

CSgOU  ♦  02  ■»  Products  (2) 

has  also  been  measured.  The  absolute  rate  coefficients  for  the  reaction  of 
OH  with  CS2  in  N2/02  mixtures  have  been  measured  as  a  function  of  total 
pressure,  composition,  and  temperature  and  they  are  listed  in  Table  I. 
Lastly,  experiments  are  underway  to  identify  and  quantify  the  products  of 
reaction  (2)  using  an  LMR  spectrometer  coupled  to  a  discharge  flow  system. 
When  completed,  this  work  will  map  out  the  course  of  CS2  oxidation  in  the 
atmosphere.  It  already  has  shown  that  OH  Indeed  initiates  CS2  oxidation  in 
the  troposphere. 


Work  performed  at  NOAA  was  supported  by  NOAA  as  a  part  of  the  National 
Acid  Precipitation  Assessment  Program.  Work  performed  at  Georgia  Tech  was 
funded  by  the  National  Science  Foundation. 
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Table  I.  The  rate  coefficients  for  the  reaction  of  OH  with  CS2 
under  various  conditions  of  composition  and  Temperature. 


Temp, 

K 

Total 

Pressure, 

torr 

Pressure 

of  02, 

torr 

co»V 

,o”cm"3 

L'cs2], 

10,5cm“3 

k*  (a), 
103  s"’ 

k  i 

3  -1  -1 

cm  molecule  s 

251 

690 

14 

4 

0-2 

0.07-6 

«3x10“'2 

253 

690 

345 

12 

0-9 

0.03-68 

(5.94±0.l6)x10~12 

251 

690 

145 

3 

0-10 

0.06-68 

(5.86±0.74)x10~12 

253 

280 

140 

16 

0-12 

0.5-51 

(3.46±0.10)x10-12 

253 

680 

680 

6 

0-9 

0.2-63 

(5.80i0.20)x10“12 

253 

140 

140 

9 

0-17 

0.3-43 

(2.27i0,12)x10~12 

261 

689 

144 

20 

0-7 

0.47-42 

(4.16±0.39)x10-12 

270 

690 

145 

7 

0-7.7 

0.05-31 

(3.61±0.15)x10‘12 

287 

690 

145 

12 

0-17 

0.24-32 

(1.68i0.22)x10~12 

29  6 

685 

143 

3 

0-25 

0.08-37 

(1.50±0. 09)x10~12 

295 

700 

1.4 

2 

0-0.9 

0.03-27 

(a-seio^sixio-14 

295 

690 

14 

2 

0-12 

0.06-2.5 

(1.97x0. 03)x10-13 

295 

280 

140 

17 

0-12 

0.47-17 

(0.96i0.04)x10"’2 

295 

690 

345 

23 

0-16 

0.45-35 

(2.06±0.l0)x10-'2 

295 

700 

147 

4 

0-15 

0.1-23 

(1.51±0.09)x10“’2 

295 

690 

0 

3 

0-60 

0.06-0.09 

(513)10"’ 6 

295 

140 

140 

20 

0-17 

0.4-13 

(6.80i0.30)x10"’3 

295 

690 

145 

13 

0-8.3 

0.3-23 

(2. 6310. 1 9)x 10-1 3 

303 

688 

144 

1-3 

0-20 

0.08-20 

(9.3±0.9)x10'13 

303 

683 

143 

9-50 

0-40 

0.13-40 

(9.90±0.20)x10~13 

328 

686 

144 

5 

0-27 

0.13-8.4 

(3.4010. 10)x10~’3 

348 

688 

144 

5 

0-56 

0.07-7.3 

( 1 . 48i0.08)x 10~’ 3 

a.  k‘- 

k  x  CCS2]  + 

kd;  and 

k.  is  the 
a 

first  order 

loss  rate 

of  OH  In  the 

absence  of  CSg. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  HIE  TEMPEHATURE  DEPENDENCE  FOR  THE  REACTION  OF  OH  RADICALS 
WITH  HETEROCYCLIC  AROMATICS  (IMIDAZOLE,  FURAN,  PYRROLE  AND  THIOPHENE)  AND 
THE  UNIMOLECULAR  DECAY  OF  THE  ADDUCTS  IMIDAZOLE-OH  AND  THIOPHENE-OH 
Franz  Witte  and  Cornelius  Zetzsch 

Fraunhofer  Institut  fur  Toxikologie  und  Aerosol forschung 
Nikolai  Fuchs  Str.  1,  D-?000  Hannover  61 

In  the  reaction  of  OH  radicals  with  aromatic  compounds  an  addition  of 
OH  and  a  subsequent  unimolecular  decay  of  the  aromatic-OH  adduct  back  to 
the  reactants  is  assumed  to  be  the  main  reaction  path1.  We  have  been  able 
to  evaluate  the  temperature  dependence  of  this  equilibrium  reaction  of  OH 
with  benzene  and  some  benzene-derivatives2^.  Since  only  a  few  investi¬ 
gations  have  been  performed  on  the  reaction  of  OH  with  aromatic  heterocyc¬ 
lic  compounds1*  11 ,  we  tried  to  get  some  more  information  about  the  mecha¬ 
nism  for  the  reaction  of  OH  with  imidazole,  pyrrole,  furan  and  thiophene. 

We  use  a  flash  photolysis-resonance  fluorescence  apparatus  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  temperature  dependence  of  these  reactions  between  room  tempe¬ 
rature  and  *171  K.  All  experiments  have  been  performed  at  a  total  pressure 
of  133  mbar  with  argon  as  inert  gas  using  a  water  concentration  of 
1.6' 10  -’em"  .  A  low  flash  energy  of  2  J  has  been  applied  to  avoid  photoly¬ 
sis  of  the  reactants.  The  Initial  OH-concentration  can  be  estimated  to  be 
2'  1010cnf3  and  the  detection  limit  of  OH  to  be  'v107em“?. 

In  the  presence  of  furan  single  exponential  decays  of  OH  are  observed . 
Biexponential  decays  of  OH  are  obtained  in  the  presence  of  thiophene  (Ai|2 
K  <  T  <  *171  K)  and  imidazole  (353  K  <  T  <  i)25  K).  Nonexponential  decays  of 
OH  are  observed  in  the  presence  of  pyrrole  within  the  whole  temperature 
region,  and  only  the  initial  slope  of  the  decays  was  considered  in  the 
evaluation. 
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Figure  1:  Arrhenius  plots  of  the  addition  of  OH  to  heterocyclic 
compounds  pyrrole,  imidazole,  furan  and  thiophene. 

Figure  1  shows  Arrhenius  plots  of  the  rate  constants  for  the  primary 

reaction  of  OH  with  the  reactants.  All  reactions  show  negative  activation 

energies  indicating  an  electrophilic  addition  of  OH  to  the  heterocyclic 

aromatics.  The  biexponential  decays  of  OH  observed  in  the  presence  of 

thiophene  and  Imidazole  confirm  this  assumption. 

The  evaluation  of  the  ratio  of  the  amplitudes  of  the  biexponential 

decay  curves  yield  equilibrium  constants  and  hence  rate  constants  for  the 

unimolecular  decay  of  the  heterocyclic-OH  adduct  leading  back  to  the 

reactants.  The  corresponding  Arrhenius  plots  are  shown  in  figure  2.  Using 

both  activation  energies  it  is  possible  to  derive  the  bond  dissociation 

energies  of  these  adducts  forming  back  OH.  These  energies  (AH  ±  2(T)  can 

be  determined  to  be  (75+7)  kJ/mol  for  imidazole  and  (92+14)  kJ/mol  for 


thiophene . 
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Reaction 

Arrhenius  expression 

pyrrole  +  OH 

( 1 . 5+0 . 5) 1 10" 1 ’exp( +( 690+120)K/T)  cm3s" 1 

furan  +  OH 

( 1  .*l±0.5) •  10"1 1exp(+( 380+1  ?0)K/T)  cmV 

imidazole  +  OH 

( 1 .7+0.4) • 10"1?exp(+(<P0+80)K/T)  cmV 

thionhene  +  Oil 

(2.Q+0.’)-10"12exn(+t*l00+110)K/T)  nmV1 

imldazole-OH  ->  imidazole  +  OH 

5,109exp(-(7800+700)K/T)  s-1 

thlonhene-OH  ->  thionhene  +  OH 

B-1010exD(-(10R00+1600)K/T)  s"1 
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The  Chemical  Dynamics  of  Highly  Vibrationally  Excited  Molecules 


F.  Fleming  Crim 
Department  of  Chemistry 
University  of  Wisconsin 
Madison,  Wisconsin 
USA 


The  combination  of  direct  excitation  of  overtone  vibrations 
with  time  resolved  spectroscopic  detection  is  a  means  of  probing 
the  spectroscopy,  kinetics,  and  dynamics  of  highly  vibrationally 
excited  molecules  in  great  detail.' 

Spectroscopic  studies,  in  both  room  temperature  samples  and 
free  jets,  monitor  the  products  of  a  vibrational  overtone 
initiated  unimolecular  reaction  as  a  function  of  excitation 
wavelength.  The  resulting  vibrational  overtone  predissocia'cion 
spectra  help  reveal  the  nature  of  the  prepared  state  and  the  types 
of  interactions  that  are  likely  to  be  responsible  for  the 
structure  in  the  spectrum.  Measurements  on  both  bound  and 
predlssociative  states  of  molecules  cooled  in  a  supersonic 
expansion  are  particularly  informative  in  this  regard. 

Kinetic  measurements  directly  determine  the  rate  of  a 
vibrational  overtone  initiated  unimolecular  reaction  of  a  fairly 
complex  molecule  ( tetramethyldioxetane)  that  is  cooled  in  a  free 
jet  expansion.  The  small  initial  thermal  energy  content  of  the 
molecules  permits  a  particularly  straightforward  comparison  with 
theory. 

Dynamics  studies  use  laser  induced  fluorescence  detection  to 
probe  the  individual  quantum  state  populations  of  the  OH  fragments 
from  the  vibrational  overtone  induced  reaction  of  hydrogen 
peroxide.  Comparing  the  measured  populations  with  theoretical 
predictions  shows  a  clear  distinction  between  different  models 
that  is  most  apparent  near  the  threshold  energy  for  the  reaction. 


D2 


Mode  Selectivity  in  Reactions  Induced  by  Vibrational  Overtone  Excitation 

J.E.  Baggett,  D.H.  Law,  P.D.  Lightfoot  and  l.M.  Mills 
Department  of  Chemistry,  The  University,  Uhiteknights,  P.0.  Box  224, 
Reading  RG6  2 AD,  U.K. 


1 .  Introduction 

Unimolecular  reactions  induced  by  direct  one-photon  excitation  of 

stretching  overtones  of  X-il  bonds  (X  “  C  or  0)  have  been  studied 

extensively  in  recent  years  in  attempts  to  observe  mode-selective 
1  .  2 

photochemistry.  The  basis  for  the  suggestion  that  such  states  might 
not  satisfy  the  requirements  of  rapid  statistical  energy  redistribution, 
a  fundamental  assumption  of  RRKM  theory,  comes  from  the  interpretation  of 
overtone  spectra  in  terms  of  the  local  mode  model.  In  this  model,  the 
overtone  transitions  and  intensities  are  analysed  according  to  a  diatomic 
morse  oscillator  formalism  implying  localisation  of  excitation  energy 
within  selected  bonds. 

however,  the  problem  of  'contamination1  remains,  i.e.  it  is  unclear  in 
many  cases  to  what  extent  the  local  mode  might  be  mixed  with  other 

molecular  vibrations.  Such  mixing  may  be  thought  to  provide  channels  for 

.  .  3 

ultrafast  relaxation  from  some  initially  prepared  pure  local  mode  state 

or  to  simply  prevent  the  preparation  of  such  a  state.  Such  contamination 

might  explain  why  statistical  (RRKM)  behaviour  has  been  observed  in  many 

of  the  reactions  studied,  although  the  sensitivity  of  some  overtone 

excitation  experiments  to  subtle  deviations  from  statistical  behaviour 

.  .  4 

is  open  to  question. 

.  .  3 

Recent  spectroscopic  studies  by  Quack  and  co-workers  have  revealed  the 
presence  of  'near-universal'  stretch-bend  Permi  resonances  in  molecules 
containing  isolated  C-11  bonds.  This  is  exactly  the  kind  of  interaction 
which  may  lead  to  contamination  of  local  mode  states  and  consequent 
rapid  energy  redistribution  and  we  have,  therefore,  studied  the  C-11 
stretch  fundamental  and  overtone  spectra  of  cyclobutene  in  order  to 
determine  if  such  resonances  arise  in  polyatomic  molecules  with 
symmetrically  equivalent  C-H  bonds.  Cyclobutene  was  chosen  as  an  example 

of  one  of  the  few  molecules  which  undergo  unimolecular  reaction  following 

.  .  .  .  5 

overtone  excitation  in  the  visible  region. 
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2.  Experimental 

Infrared  spectra  of  gas  phase  cyclobutene  below  900  cm  '  were  token  on 
a  Nicolet  7199  FTIR  system  using  Si/quartz  and  Ge/KBr  beamsplitters  and 
llg-Cd-Te  and  In-As  detectors.  Overtone  spectra  in  the  near  infrared 
and  visible  regions  were  measured  using  intracavity  laser  photoacoustic 
techniques  as  described  previously.® 

3.  Results  and  Discussion 

A  portion  of  the  infrared  spectrum  of  gas  phase  cyclobutene  in  the 
region  of  the  C— II  stretch  fundamentals  is  shown  in  fig.  1 .  We  have 
analysed  these  bands  in  terms  of  separable  effective  vibrational 
Hamiltonians  for  the  olefinic  and  methylenic  C-ll  bond  systems,  using 
both  a  local  mode  and  normal  mode  basis.  Our  modelling  studies  reveal 
that  the  olefinic  C-ll  stretch  fundamental  of  Aj  symmet'-y  is  in  Fermi 
resonance  with  2\)2>  where  is  the  ring  C“C  stretch.  Similarly,  the 
methylenic  C-ll  stretch  fundamental  of  Aj  symmetry  is  in  Fermi  resonance 
with  both  2’J^  and  2\))(.,  where  and  V)f.  are  the  in-phase  and  out-of¬ 
phase  combinations  of  the  >01^  group  scissor  vibrations,  and  the  stretch 
fundamental  of  B2  symmetry  is  in  Fermi  resonance  with  the  v ^ 
combination. 

Using  our  model  vibrational  Hamiltonians,  we  are  able  to  predict  that 
these  resonances  are  of  little  consequence  in  the  region  of  the  v=6-6 
C-H  stretch  overtones  which  lie  above  the  threshold  to  unimolecular 
reaction.  However,  for  the  methylenic  C-H  we  do  observe  additional 
splitting  at  v*>5  (see  fig.  2)  which  we  have  analysed  in  terms  of  a  Fermi 
resonance  with  ring  C-C  stretch  vibrations  using  an  approximate  model 
Hamiltonian. 

With  evolution  operator  techniques  we  can  use  our  model  vibrational 
Hamiltonians  to  determine  the  timescale  of  the  decay  of  probability  of 
an  initially  prepared  pure  local  mode.  For  the  methylenic  C-H  bond 
at  v°5  the  presence  of  Fermi  resonant  ring  C-C  stretch  vibrations  causes 
decay  of  the  initial  state  with  a  lifetime  of  ca.  0.12  ps,  destroying 
rapidly  any  selectivity  obtained.  These  results  contrast  with  the 
olefinic  C-H  bond  which,  according  to  our  modelling  calculations,  behaves 
as  an  'almost'  pure  local  mode.  Further  details  of  our  calculations  will 
be  presented  and  the  implications  for  mode-selective  photochemistry 
discussed. 
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Fig.  1 .  Parc  of  a  FTIR  spectrum  of  gas  phase  cyclobutene  in  the 
region  of  the  C-1I  screeching  fundamentals.  The  stick  spectra  give 
the  band  positions  and  inCensicies  predicted  by  our  model. 


Fig.  2.  Laser  photoacoustic 
spectra  of  gas  phase  cyclobutene 
in  the  region  of  the  v=5  and  6 
methylenic  C— 11  stretch  overtones. 
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ANALYTIC  SOLUTION  OF  RELAXATION  IN  A  SYSTEM  WITH  EXPONENTIAL  TRANSITION 

PROBABILITIES 

Wendell  Forst*  and  Guo-Ying  Xu,  Department  cf  Chemistry  and  CRAM, 
Laval  University,  Quebec,  Canada  G1K  7P A 


Several  years  ago*  we  have  obtained  an  analytic  solution  for  what  we 
call  the  exponential  model  Model  B  in  the  form  of  an  infinite  series  expansion 
for  c(x,t),  the  fractional  population,  per  unit  energy,  of  molecules  having 
energy  x  at  time  t  (see  eqs.  7-13  in  ref.  lc).  The  number  of  terms  which  ef¬ 
fectively  contribute  to  the  c(x,t)  series  increases  from  one  (the  first  term) 
at  equilibrium  (t->“)  to  infinity  at  time  zero  (t-»0).  Since  it  is  obviously 
impractical  to  generate  an  infinite,  or  even  very  large,  number  of  terms,  the 
analytic  solution  suffers  from  the  disadvantage  that  c(x,t)  cannot  be  obtained 
in  its  infinite  series  expansion  form  at  very  short  times.  The  purpose  of  this 
work  is  to  show  that  the  problem  can  be  solved  by  an  alternative  approach  which 
leads  to  simple  and  tractable  expressions. 

Let  q(x,y)  be  the  per-collision  probability  of  the  transition  x  <-  y, 
and  suppose  that  at  t  =  0  the  energy  distribution  of  the  molecule  of  interest 
is  a  delta  function  at  y  *»  yQ.  Thus  c(y,0)  *=  6(y  -  yQ).  The  first  collision 
results  therefore  in  the  energy  distribution  c(x,n=l)  =  q(x,yD)  where  the  num¬ 
ber  of  collisions  (n)  now  replaces  time  (n  **  cot,  where  U)  =  collision 
frequency).  This  distribution  of  final  energies  becomes  the  initial  distribu¬ 
tion  of  initial  energies  for  the  next  collision,  and  so  on;  thus  the  energy 


c(x,n) 


0) 
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For  this  kind  of  approach  to  be  reasonably  tractable,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
the  exponential  transition  probability  in  the  simple  form^3*2 


o(x  vi  =  i  c  ■  *>/») 

qU,y)  \  C  exp[-(x  -  y)/P) 


x  <  y 
x  >  y 


(2) 


where  a  measures  the  strength  of  the  coupling  to  the  heat  bath,  C  =  l/(a  +  p) 
and  P  =  akT/(a  +  kT).  Substituting  (2)  into  (1)  yields,  after  some  lengthy  but 
straightforward  manipulation,  the  result  that  the  energy  distribution  after  the 
n-th  collision  is 

nl  =  i  P(n)  Ct1  exp[-(yn  -  x)/a],  x  <  y 

c(x,n)  |  p(n)  cn  exp[-(x°-  y0)/p],  x  >  y° 

where  P(n)  is  a  polynomial  of  degree  n-1  given  by 


(3) 


«->  -  [r?+f]  ^ 


w 


with  C2  =  aP/ (a+P)  and  z  *  (x  -  yQ)  or  (yQ  -  x)  for  x>yQ  and  x<yQ, 
respectively.  Fig,  1  shows  a  plot  of  c(x,n)  of  eq.  (3)  for  n  =  1,2,3,«,S  and 
10,  assuming  y  =  5000  cm-1,  a  =  250  cm-*. 


Various  bulk  averages  can  be  now  easily  calculated,  in  particular  the 
decay, afterjijcollisions,  cf  average  energy  and  its  square: 

«y»  =  yQ  -  n(a  +  p)  (6) 

«y2»  =  y2  +  2ny0(P  -  a)  +  n(a2  +  P2)  +  n2(a  -  p)2  (7) 

Figs.  2  and  3  show  «y>>  and  «y2>>  of  eqs.  (6)  and  (7)  as  the  continuous  line, 
while  the  dotted  line  represents  result  obtained  from  the  more  accurate  series 
solution.  It  can  be  seen  that  eqs.  (6)  and  (7)  give  the  correct  result  for  the 
first  500  collisions  or  so,  i.e.  until  the  energy  has  decayed  to  less  than 
l/10th  of  its  initial  value. 

Prom  eqs.  (6)  and  (7)  the  mean  square  deviation  of  average  energy  is, 


after  n  collisions 


O'! 

o2  -  «y2»  +  «y»2  =  n(a2  +  (J2)  (8) 

which  may  be  used  to  construct  a  gaussian  approximation  to  c(x,n): 

c(x,n)  «  (cA^Sti )~ ^  exp[-(y  -  <<y>>)2/2  o2)  (9) 

with  «y»  and  o2  from  eqs.  (6)  and  (8),  respectively.  This  is  shown  in  Fig.  4 
which  shows  the  population  distribution  after  91  collisions  for  an  initial 
delta  function  distribution  at  20,000  cm"^  (left)  and  30,000  cm"*  (right) 
calculated  from  eq.  (9)  (continuous  line)  and  compared  with  the  more  exact 
series  solution  (dotted  line). 

The  analytic  formula  of  eq.  (3)  for  c(x,n)  gives  an  accurate  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  initial  decay  of  the  population  distribution  for  a  delta  func¬ 
tion  distribution  initially,  and  thus  is  useful  as  an  adjunct  to  the  more  ac¬ 
curate  series  solution  at  later  times.  Similar  comments  apply  to  any  bulk 
average  obtained  from  c(x,n).  The  gaussian  approximation  (eq.9)  cannot  be  used 
very  close  to  t  =  0  since  c(x,n)  is  asymmetric  on  account  of  detailed  balance 
(cf.  Fig.  1',  but  as  soon  as  energy  has  decayed  such  that  the  entire  contribu¬ 
tion  to  cl-,.-  'mes  from  the  down-part  (x<y),  c(x,n)  becomes  symmetric  (see 
also  Fig.  1),  and  -n  be  usefully  and  simply  approximated  by  the  gaussian. 

*  Present  address :DApartement  de  Chimie  Physique  des  Reactions,  1  rue 
Grandville,  54042  Nancy  Cedex,  France. 
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MODE  SPECIFICITY  IN  INTRAMOLECULAR  VIBRATIONAL  RELAXATION  AND 
UNIMOLECULAR  REACTIONS:  A  SEMICLASSICAL  ANALYSIS 

V.  Aguilanti,  S.  Cavalli  and  G.  Grousi 
Dipartimento  di  Chimica  dell'Universita' 

06100  Perugia,  Italy 


Advances  in  experimental  techniques  (in  particular,  laser 
and  molecular  beams,  are  promoting  developments  in  the  study  of 
intramolecular  vibrational  relaxation  and  unimolecular 
decompositions,  thus  making  it  possible  to  test  the  statistical 
assumptions  which  underlie  the  current  theories.  An  important 
goal  also  for  practical  purposes  is  to  succeed  in  obtaining 
substantial  deviations  from  statistical  behavior,  thus  opening 
the  experimental  possibility  for  greater  selectivity  for  the 
elementary  processes  of  chemical  kinetics  and  photochemistry. 

An  analysis  of  the  specificity  of  unimolecular 
decompositions  and  of  intramolecular  vibrational  relaxation  can 
be  developed  by  starting  with  simple  models  for  coupled 
oscillators,  for  which  different  modes  (and  transitions  between 
them)  have  been  well  characterized  in  this  laboratory.  The 
asymptotic  techniques  introduced,  which  are  essentially 
semiclass i cal  in  nature,  include:  the  introduction  of  a  reaction 
radius  as  an  adiabatic  variable,  the  construction  of  adiabatic 
curves  along  which  the  system  evolves  in  the  zero  approximation, 
the  evaluation  of  nonadlabatic  coupling  terms,  responsible  of 
transitions  between  curves.  The  present  investigation  relates 
resonance  lifetimes  and  unimolecular  dissociation  rates: 
reference  problems  are  studied,  for  the  inclusion  of  the 
nonadlabatic  couplings  which  are  responsible  of  the 
intramolecular  redistribution  of  energy.  Such  a  redistribution  is 
localized  to  take  place  at  orthogonal  trajectories  in  the 
potential  energy  surface  (ridges).  Computational  examples  are 
presented. 
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The  a  priori  calculation  of  collisional  energy  transfer 
in  highly  vibrationally  excited  molecules. 

Kieran  F.  Lim  and  Robert  G.  Gilbert 

Department  of  Theoretical  Chemistry,  University  of  Sydney, 

N.S.W.  2006,  Australia. 

Information  on  collisional  energy  transfer  between  a  highly  vibrationally 
excited  molecule  and  a  bath  gas  is  important  in  the  study  of  unimolecular  and 
termolecular  reactions.  One  wishes  to  find  P(B,E’)  (the  probability  that  a 
molecule  with  initial  internal  energy  E^B’,  will  have  a  final  energy  Ei=E, 
after  collision  with  another  molecule)  or  its  first  moment  (<A  E>,  the 
average  energy  transferred  per  collision). 

An  a  priori  calculation  of  P(E,E’)  has  been  carried  out,  based  on  the 
"biased  random  walk"  model*.  The  mathematical  derivation  and  all  technical 
details  for  this  model  are  given  in  Ref.  1,  but  can  be  summarised  as  follows. 

The  biased  random  walk  model  assumes  that,  during  a  collision,  energy 
exchange  between  the  internal  degrees  of  freedom  (of  the  excited  molecule) 
and  the  other  degrees  of  freedom  is  essentially  random  but  for  certain 
constraints.  This  implies  that  the  time  evolution  of  the  internal  energy 
distribution  (of  an  ensemble  of  molecules)  would  be  governed  by  a 
Smoluchowski  equation.  The  required  P(E,E’)  will  be  the  value  of  the 
internal  energy  distribution  at  the  end  of  the  collision,  subject  to  the 
constraint  that  the  energy  distribution  before  the  collision  is  a  delta 
function  centred  on  E’ .  Two  important  constraints  on  the  internal  energy 
must  be  considered.  First,  the  activation  and  deactivation  rates  are  related 
by  detailed  balance:  the  Smoluchowski  equation  must  contain  a  term  which 
arises  from  this  microscopic  reversibity.  Second,  total  energy  (of  the  two 
body  system)  must  be  conserved:  this  places  a  boundary  condition  on  the 
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Smoluchowski  equation. 

The  Smoluchowski  equation  can  be  solved  with  these  constraints,  yielding 
a  specific  form  for  P(E,E‘)  for  a  given  impact  energy  of  the  both  gas.  This 
form  of  P(B,E')  is  then  averaged  over  a  Boltzmann  distribution  of  impact 
energies  to  yield  the  final  expression  for  P(B,R’).  This  final  expression  is 
in  terms  of  a  single  quantity,  s2=Detc,  where  De  is  an  "energy  diffusion 
coefficient"  and  tc  is  the  average  duration  of  a  collision.  The  value  of  s2 
can  be  obtained  from  classical  trajectory  simulations  by  assuming  that  for 
any  one  trajectory,  a  generalised  tangevin  equation  can  be  used  to  described 
the  flow  of  energy  in  and  out  of  the  molecule.  The  overall  energy  transfer, 
•<A  E>,  or  the  downward  average  energy  transfer,  <A  Bjown>,  can  then  be  easily 
calculated"  from  P(E,E’). 

The  assumptions  given  above  permit  P(E,E’)  to  be  evaluated  a  priori  from 
only  a  small  number  (say,  10-50)  trajectories.  This  use  of  a  dynamical 
assumption  to  give  a  vast  reduction  in  the  number  of  trajectories  i3 
completely  analogous  to  fundamental  assumptions  in  the  molecular  dynamics 
simulation  of  transport  properties  in  liquids,  where  the  linear  response 
formulation  yields  transport  coefficients  from  only  a  small  sample  of  phase 
space.  The  only  difference  between  this  method  and  our  treatment  for 
collisional  energy  transfer  in  gases  is  that  our  linear  response  hypothesis 
is  made  in  "energy  space". 

Calculations  for  the  deactivation  of  excited  azulene  by  various  monatomic 
bath  gases,  employing  reulistic  inter-  and  intra-moleculor  potentials  show 
good  agreement  with  the  experimental  results  of  Rossi  et  ai.2  and  Hippier  et 
ai.3  This  suggests  that  the  extended  model  may  be  reliably  and  economically 
used  to  calculate  appropiate  energy  transfer  quantities. 

Moreover,  a  number  of  general  trends  seen  in  experimental  results  cun  be 


rationalised  with  the  model. 
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Table  I: 

Average  downward  energy  transfer  values^  for  the  deactivation 
of  azulene  by  three  bath  gases  at  300  K.  (All  quantities  in  cm-1.) 


This  work 

Hippier  et  al2 

Rossi  et  al2 

<  E’  > 

17  500 

30  644 

17  500 

30  644 

17  500 

30  644 

He 

Ne 

Ar 

160  225 

295  353 

218  344 

190  184 

330  332 

354  360 

117  190 

185  279 

250  366 

,  1)  R.  G.  Gilbert,  J.  Chen.  Phys. ,  80,  5501  (1984); 

K.  F.  him  and  R.  G.  Gilbert,  J.  Chen.  Phys.,  in  press  (1986). 

2)  M.J.  Rossi,  J.R.Pladziewicz  and  J.R.  Barker,  J.  Chen.  Phys.,  78,  6695 
(1983). 

3)  H.  Hippier,  L.  Linderaann  and  J.  Troe,  J.  Chen.  Phys.,  83,  3906  (1985). 

4)  "Experimental"  average  downward  energy  transfers  have  been  calculated 
from  published  data  by  an  exponential  P(E,E’). 
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MULTIPHOTON  IONIZATION  STUDIES  ON  COLLISICNAL  ENERGY 
TRANSFER  AND  UNIMOLECULAR  REACTIONS  OF  EXCITED 
BENZENE  DERIVATIVES. 

H.  G.  LtihmannsrSben  ,  K.  Luther,  and  K.  Reihs 

Institut  fiir  Physikalische  Chemie  der  UniversitKt  Gdttingen, 
TammannstraGe  6,  D-3400  Gttttingen,  FRG 

+)  Institut  fUr  Physikalische  und  Theoretische  Chemie  der 
Universitat  Braunsi  «'eig,  Hans-Sommer-StraBe  12, 

D-3300  Braunschweig,  FRG 


Intramolecular  reaction  steps  and  energy  transfer  in  colli¬ 
sions  of  highly  excited  molecules  are  observed  by  time- 
resolved  resonant  MPI. 

Vibrationally  highly  excited  molecules  are  prepared  mono- 
energetically  via  laser  excitation  followed  by  a  fast  intra¬ 
molecular  step  like  an  internal  conversion  or  a  dissociation. 
A  detection  scheme  of  selective  ionization  by  kinetic  control 
(SIKC)  allows  to  follow  the  time  evolution  of  the  molecular 
population  in  a  narrow  section  on  the  vibrational  energy 
scale  during  the  course  of  collisional  deactivation.  Thus 
information  is  gained  on  the  average  energy  removal  per 
collision  and  on  changes  in  time  of  the  energy  distribution 
in  the  relaxing  molecular  manifold.  Specific  rate  constants, 
k(E) ,  of  intramolecular  reaction  steps  like  intersystem 

crossings  from  vibrationally  highly  excited  states  are 

* 

measured  in  direct  pump  and  probe  experiments. 

Recent  results  from  our  studies  on  anilin,  benzene,  and 
alkylated  benzenes  will  be  presented. 
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IS  PROPYLENE  OXIDE  CATION  RADICAL 
BEHAVING  NON-ERGODICALLY  IN  ITS  DISSOCIATION  REACTIONS? 

C.  Llfshltz*.  T.  ’eres*,  N.  Ohmtchl*,  I.  Prl-BarAA  and  L.  RadomAAA 
^Department  of  Physical  Chemistry 
The  Hebrew  University  of  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  Israel 
AARadlochemlstry  Department 
Nuclear  Research  Centre  —  Negev,  Boer  Sheva,  Israel 
AAAResearch  School  of  Chemistry 
The  Australian  National  University,  Canberra,  Australia 

Intramolecular  energy  redistribution  In  polyatomic  molecules  Is  a 
topic  of  great  current  Interest  In  chemical  kinetics  and  dynamics.  In¬ 
tramolecular  energy  redistribution  in  polyatomic  cations  has  been  re¬ 
viewed  recently.1  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  Isomerization  can  lead 
to  nonrandom  dissociation  paths  by  channeling  vibrational  energy  Into  a 
limited  number  of  degrees  of  freedom. 

We  have  studied  the  unlmolecular  dissociation  reaction  of  propylene 
oxide  cation-radical  to  acetyl  cation  plus  methyl  radical.  We  have  em¬ 
ployed  carbon-13  labelling,  tandem  mass  spectrometry  techniques  and  ab 
initio  calculations.  Propylene  oxide  cation  radical  isomerlzes  to  the 
methoxyethyl Idene  radical  cation,  CH3-C-O-CH3*,  which  may  either  disso¬ 
ciate  directly  In  a  reaction  possessing  a  high  reverse  activation  ener¬ 
gy  or  In  turn  Isomerlze  to  acetone  radical-cation,  having  an  internal 
energy  of  'vSl  kcal/mol,  In  large  excess  of  the  critical  energy  for  dis¬ 
sociation  (see  Figure  1). 

The  main  question  which  we  have  addressed  Is,  —  If  acetone  ion  Is 
indeed  an  Intermediate,  —  is  the  newly  formed  methyl  lost  preferential¬ 
ly  to  the  preexisting  methyl.  This  would  mean  non-ergodlc  dissociation 
following  Isomerization  —  as  has  been  observed  previously  for  the  enol 
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Energy  Selected  Ion  Chemistry  by  Fbotoelectron  Photoion  Coincidence  «nd 
Liter  Induced  Dissociation 

Toons  Baer,  Thomas  L.  Bunn,  Susan  Olesik,  and  J.C.  Morrow 
Chemistry  Department 
University  of  North  Carolina 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 

ABSTRACT 

Ions  can  be  energy  selected  in  photoionization  experiments  by 
detecting  ions  in  coincidence  with  energy  selected  electrons.  The 
electrons  serve  not  only  to  identify  the  ions  of  interest,  but  also  provide 
a  start  signal  for  measuring  the  ion  time  of  flight  (TOF).  The  ion  TOP  in 
turn  yields  information  about  the  mass,  and  more  interestingly,  about  the 
dissociation  rate  and  kinetic  energy  released  in  the  dissociation  process. 
The  derived  microcanonical  decay  rate,  k(E),  can  be  easily  compared  to  that 
predicted  from  the  statistical  theory  of  unimolecular  decay  (RRKH  or  QET). 


Recent  applications  to  be  discussed  include  the  dissociation  of 
halogen  atom  loss  from  the^dihalo^enz|ne  ions.  The  measured  rates,  shown 
in  Figure  1,  are  in  the  10  to  10  s  range.  However,  extrapolation  of 
these  rates  to  the  dissociation  onset  indicate  that  the  ion  lifetimes  at 
the  onset  are  in  excess  of  10  sec.  The  calculated  rates  of  dissociation  in 
conjunction  with  other  thermocheraical  information  are  used  to  obtain  C-X 
bond  dissociation  energies,  which  are  listed  in  the  Table.  It  is  evident 
that  the  C-X  bond  energies  in  the  mono-  and  di-halobenzenea  are  similar. 
However,  the  C-ll  bond  energies  are  different. 


TOTAL  ION  ENERGY  (.V) 

140  14.5  150 


TABLE  t.  OK  c-a  and  C-X  Bood  EnergUa  in 
C6B6-o*d  Io0’ 


loo 

C-H 

C-Cl 

C-Br 

®6H6 

B5.33 

- 

- 

CjRjCt* 

B9.7* 

74. B4 

- 

Wr+ 

69.4* 

- 

64 .04 

WlZ 

- 

77.2J 

- 

W'l 

- 

- 

64.6* 

Tig,  1.  Ktaaured  dissociation  rates  and 
MXH  calculations  (solid  line). 
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Previous  photoelectron  photoion  coincidence  (PEPICO)  studies  of 
isomeric  systems  have  demonstrated  that  some  of  these  ions  iaomerize  to  the 
lowest  energy  structure  prior  to  dissociation.  This  is  concluded  on  the 
basis  of  the  similarity  of  the  dissociation  rate  of  the  various  isomers, 
even  though  they  have  different  apparent  activation  energies.  The  heights 
of  these  barriers  is  not  known,  however.  A  new  technique  for  probing  such 
barriers  has  been  developed  by  combining  the  energy  selection  capability  of 
PEPICO  with  laser  induced  dissociation.  Figure  2  shows  the 


Fig.  2.  Diagram  of  the  photoelectron- 
photolon  coincidence  photo- 
dlsaoclatlon  apectrometer 
FEF1C0-PDS.  Taken  from 
Reference  5. 


experimental  set-up.  Ions  are  prepared  in  the  usual  PEPICO  manner,  by 
photoionization  using  a  vacuum  UV  cw  light  source  and  energy  selected  by 
collecting  only  zero  energy  electrons.  Although  ions  are  formed  in  a 
distribution  of  internal  energy  states,  pulsing  the  laser  only  when  a  zero 
energy  electron  has  been  detected,  insures  that  ions  of  a  specific  internal 
energy  are  photodissociated ,  Both  the  internal  energy  of  the  ion  as  well 
as  the  laser  wavelength  can  be  varied  thereby  making  this  a  very  versatile 
technique  for  the  study  of  ion  spectroscopy  and  dynamics. 

The  initial  investigations  have  included  the  photodissociat ion  of 
nitrobenzene  ions  (see  Figure  3)  and  ions.  In  the  latter  study, 

butadiene,  1-butyne,  and  2-butyne  ions  have  been  photodissociated,  and  the 
results  used  in  order  to  probe  the  ion  structure  as  a  function  of  the  ion 
internal  energy.  Butadiene  and  butyne  ions  can  be  easily  distinguished 
because  the  former  ion  has  several  accessible  dissociative  excited  states 
that  can  be  reached  with  the  laser  photon,  where  as  the  butyne  ions  have 
large  energy  gaps  between  the  ground  and  excited  states.  However,  when  the 
butyne  ions  are  prepared  with  sufficient  internal  energy  to  cause  them  to 
isomerize  to  the  butadiene  structure,  they  can  be  photodissociated.  This 
onset  for  photodissociation  is  shown  in  Figure  4.  This  determination  makes 
possible  the  construction  of  the  energy  diagram  shown  in  Figure  5.  Not 
surprising  is  the  fact  that  the  barriers  for  1-  and  2-butyne  ion  are  the 
same,  because  the  reaction  involves  just  H  atom  transfer  steps. 


PhotodUKcution  <1(041  Coincidence  Counts 
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Fig*  3.  Exanplea  of  Ion  TOF  distributions  for  three 
indicated  VUV  and  laser  energies  (a)  and  (b) 
are  for  VUV  light  only,  while  (c)%  includes  a 
2.1  eV  laaer  photon. 
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Fig.  5*  Potential  energy  diagram  derived 
fro®  PEPIC&-PD  reaulta. 
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DIRECT  VERSUS  INDIRECT  MICROSCOPIC  MECHANISMS  IN  THE 
Li+HF  REACTION:  AN  ISOTOPIC  AND  ORIENTATIONAL  STUDY 

J.M.  Alvaririo,  Departamento  de  Quimica  Fisica,  Facultad  de 
Quimica,  Universidad  de  Salamanca,  37008  Salamanca,  Spain, 

F.J.  Basterrechea,  Departamento  de  Quimica  Fisica,  Facultad 
de  Ciencias ,  Universidad  del  Pais  Vasco,  Bilbao,  Spain,  and 

A.  Lagan&,  Dipartimento  di  Chimica  dell1  University,  Perugia, 
Italy. 

Introduction 

In  a  previous  paper  /I:  J.M.  AlvariRo  et  al.,  J.  Mol. 
Structure,  1 20,  187  (1985)/  we  have  reported  a  peculiar  effect 
of  the  incoming  atom  orientation  for  the  reaction  Li+HF (v=J=0) 
LiF+H.  By  running  batches  of  quasiclassical  trajectories  on  the 
CSCM  potential  energy  surface  /S.  Carter  and  J.N.  Murrell, 

Molec.  Phys.,  41_,  567  (1980)/  at  different  collision  energies 
we  found,  in  fact,  that  reactive  attacks  onto  the  HF  target 
preferentially  occur  via  approaches  from  the  H  side  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  product  molecule  is  LiF.  Such  an  indirect 
mechanism  was  tentatively  interpreted  in  paper  I  in  terms  of 
the  vibrational  excitation  to  be  pumped  into  the  HF  ground 
state  molecule  in  order  to  allow  the  overcoming  of  the  late 
barrier.  This  mechanism  should  be  influenced  by  changes  in  the 
mass  of  the  F  partner  in  HF,  and  so  we  extended  the  investiga¬ 
tion  to  the  Li+XF(v,  J=0)  systems  with  X=Mu,1H,3H  and  10H,  v-0, 

1  and  2,  and  collision  energy  of  15  kcal  mol-1.  The  dynamical 
study  was  carried  out  by  running  batches  of  200  trajectories 
in  three  dimensions  starting  from  a  given  value  of  the  approach¬ 
ing  angle  $  (  *  called  o in  paper  I  is  the  angle  included  between 
Li  and  F  distances  from  the  centre  of  mass  of  HF  and  centered 
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on  it). 

Results  and  discussion 

A  study  of  the  angular  dependence  of  the  total  cross 
section  led  us  to  suspect  that  the  nature  of  the  indirect 
mechanism  is  not  exclusively  related  (as  suggested  in  paper  I) 
to  the  amount  of  vibrational  energy  pumped  into  the  target 
molecule,  but  it  has  to  do  with  some  other  quantity  depending 
on  the  mass  of  the  F  partner.  Therefore  in  order  to  assess  in 
more  detail  the  nature  of  the  indirect  reactive  mechanism,  we 
have  studied  the  evolution  of  the  trajectory  by  following  step 
"dv  step  the  variation  of  the  internuclear  distances  during  the 
int  ‘gration  of  the  motion  equations. 

The  most  important  finding  of  the  present  study  was 
evidentiated  in  this  way.  In  fact,  by  looking  at  the  Li+MuF  sys¬ 
tem  starting  from  v=0  and  attack  by  the  Mu  side  (  *=180  degree), 
it  was  put  in  evidence  that  during  the  central  part  of  the  col¬ 
lision  the  MuF  molecule  can  easily  rotate  so  as  to  end  up  in  a 
geometry  with  *  about  90  degree.  In  fact,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  collision  r(LiF)  equals  r(LiMu)+r(MuF )  indicating  that  the 
initial  collinear  configuration  is  kept  up.  However,  when 
r(LiMu)  decreases  to  about  2  A  the  MuF  molecule  rotates  up  to 
about  *=1 dO  degree.  Then,  after  being  reflected  back  to  *<90 

degree  it  ends  up  with  an  orientation  of  about  90  degree  at  which 

2  2  i 

the  curves  r(LiMu)  and  (r  (J,iF)+r  (MuF))z  cross,  and  Mu  can  be 
more  easily  expelled  into  the  exit  channel.  This  explains  the 
high  reactivity  of  this  system:  the  very  small  mass  of  Mu  leads 
to  a  very  small  reduced  mass  and,  consequently,  moment  of  iner¬ 
tia  of  MuF  which  in  turn  facilitates  the  rotation  of  the  mole¬ 
cule  up  to  the  perpendicular  configuration.  For  this  geometry 
the  barrier  height  is  minimal  and  slightly  above  the  vibratio¬ 
nal  energy  content  of  v=0,  so  that  it  can  be  overcome.  Therefore 
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at  least  for  the  Mu  case,  it  can  be  concluded  that  an  energy 
transfer  from  translational  to  the  more  effective  (from  the 
point  of  view  of  reaction)  vibrational  motion,  as  we  specula 
ted  in  paper  I,  is  not  the  leading  mechanism  for  reaction. 

The  role  of  T+V  transfer  is,  eventually,  to  supply  an  amount 
of  energy  of  few  kcal  mol  needed  to  reactants  for  having, 
at  the  saddle  point,  enough  velocity  paralell  to  the  exit  chan 
nel  to  end  into  it. 

An  extensive  graphical  research  of  this  kind  undertaken  for 
all  isotopomers,  vibrational  energy  and  angles  of  attack  leads 
us  to  the  following  conclusions.  The  unexpected  reactivity  at 
the  X  end  (as  compared  to  the  one  at  the  F  end)  of  XF  when  X-Mu 
or  1H  and  v=0  is  essentially  due  to  potential  (dynamical)  induced 
rotation  of  XF  which  brings  the  system  into  a  perpendicular  confi_ 
guration  where  the  vibrational  energy  defect  is  minimal  and  reac¬ 
tion  can  thus  take  place.  The  strong  angular  forces  operating  in 

this  system  are  able  to  induce  a  considerable  rotation  of  MuF  or 
1 

HF  on  Li  attacks  by  the  light  end  of  the  molecules,  but  the  ro¬ 
tation  is  only  modest  when  the  heavy  (F)  end  is  attacked.  On  the 
other  hand,  rotation  of  the  heavier  molecules  (3HF,  10HF)  is  very 
difficult  and  reactivity  in  these  cases  is  only  appreciable  when 
no  rotation  (v=2)  or  little  rotation  (v=l )  is  necessary. 
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A  TRAJECTORY  SURFACE-HOPPING  STUDY  OF  Cl"  ♦  »2  REACTIVE  COLLISIONS 
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**  Department  of  Chemistry .University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago, Chicago 
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The  collision  of  Cl  +  II 2  produces  different  accessible  channels  indicated 
in  table  1.  Experiments  on  this  system  were  conducted  recently  by  Barat  et 
al(l)  in  the  relative  energy  range  of  5-6  to  12  eV.  They  observe  all  the 
various  channels,  except  those  involving  the  Cl  ion.  Relative  cross 
sections  are  measured  and  normalized  to  the  total  cross-section  measurements 
of  Huq  (2) .  The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  experiment  concerns  the  R  and 
RD  channels  :  products  1IC1  were  strongly  peaked  in  the  com  frame  near  50-60 
deg,  by  constrast  the  IIC1  vibrational  distributions  were  quite  different  in 
the  two  channels. 

In  our  theoretical  approach  we  want  to  obtain  a  semi-quantitative 

interpretation  of  the  experimental  results  and  a  better  understanding  of  the 

reaction  dynamics.  The  first  step  is  to  construct  potential  energy  surfaces 

(p.e.s.)  for  the  C1H2  system.  So  the  DIM  (Diatomics  -in  Molecules)  method  is 

used  in  the  zero-overlap  approximation  to  obtain  the  two  lowest  p.e.s.  of 

the  system.  The  atomic  basis  set  is  restricted 'to  the  ground  state  of  each 

neutral  atom  or  atomic  ion.  The  dlabatic  curves  are  introduced  in  the  DIM 

matrix  for  all  the  diatomic  fragments,  neutral (HC1  *E+,*n,  II.  *E+)  or 

-  2  -  2  +  ^  K 

negative  resonance  ion  (1IC1  n.the  two  II2  E  with  their  coupling  and  the 

two  HC1  ^E+  with  their  coupling  given  by  the  formula  of  Olson)  .  From  the 

DIM  matrix  (5*5)  it  Is  possible  to  extract  the  adiabatic  p.e.s.  of  ClH2,or 

the  diabatic  p.e.s.  which  are  more  useful  to  carry  out  trajectory 

calculations  :  on  figure  1  are  represented  the  diabatic  p.e.s  correlated  to 

the  configuration  Cl  +  II  +  II  (a)  and  the  lowest  of  the  four  p.e.s. 

correlated  to  Cl  +(II-H)  (b) ,  in  the  colinear  geometry.  The  dashed  curve 

shows  the  seam  between  the  surfaces.  For  the  neutral  C1H2  surface  which  is 

needed  to  describe  detachment  products,  the  LEPS  surface  of  Persky  (3)  is 

used.  The  seam  between  the  neutral  surface  and  each  diabatic  ionic  surface 


H-H(A) 


E2 


is  indicated  on  figure  1  by  the  dotted  line. 

The  set  of  3  surfaces  is  used  to  calculate  the  reaction  dynamics  with  the 
1 'classical  trajectory  surface-hopping  method'1.  The  calculations  are 
performed  as  usual  except  when  a  trajectory  on  either  ionic  surface  reaches 
a  crossing  with  the  neutral  surface.  In  this  case,  we  do  not  allow  it  to 
continue  on  the  ionic  surface,  rather  we  assume  that  the  electron  is 
immediatly  ejected,  and  consequently  the  trajectory  remains  on  the  neutral 
surface  until  the  collision  ends. 


H-CL(A) 

figure  1  figure  2 
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In  this  way  the  various  detachment  products  such  ns  1ICI  +  11  +  e  are 
obtained.  Our  procedure  assumes  that  all  electrons  are  ejected  with  zero 
energy.  This  agrees  reasonably  well  with  the  experimental  values  (1)  which 
lie  in  the  range  =K).2  ±  0.2  eV. 

Five  different  sets  of  trajectories  were  run  at  E  ,=9-7eV.  The 
preexponentiel  factor  in  the  coupling  between  the  2  p.e.s.  and  the  position 
in  energy  of  the  neutral  surface  relative  to  the  ionic  p.e.s.  are  treated  as 
variable  parameters.  In  each  case  the  sum  of  all  of  the  cross-sections  is  of 
the  order  of  2  A  .  The  small  overall  reactivity  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all 
product  channels  are  endothermic  by  at  least  2.9  eV.  Our  best  result  ore 
obtained  when  the  neutral  surface  is  raised  by  0.2  eV. 


AH  eV 

ffth 

a  (A2) 

i  exp  '  ' 

HC1  +  if 

R 

2.91 

0.46 

0.3 

Cl  +  II  ♦  if 

DCT 

7-3*1 

0.0*1 

0.0 

Cl'  +  11  +  H 

D 

4.49 

0.07 

HC1  +  11  +e” 

RD 

3.66 

0.96 

0.3 

Cl  +  H2  +  e" 

SD 

3.60 

0.26 

0.3 

Cl  +  I!  +  II  +  e" 

DD 

8.09 

0.04 

0.06 

The  overall  agreement  between  these  values  and  the  experiments  of  Barat  et 
al(l)  and  Huq  et  al  (2)  is  fairly  good.  The  angular  and  energy  distributions 
for  the  six  product  channels  were  determined  for  each  of  the  5  sets  of 
calculations.  It  was  found  that  the  shape  of  a  particular  distribution  was 
rather  insensitive  to  the  particular  choice  of  potential  parameters  used  in 
the  calculation.  All  of  the  computed  differential  cross-sections  agree  well 
with  experiments  os  do  most  of  the  internal  energy  distributions  (See  figure 
2).  The  one  exception  is  P(Eint)  for  the  R  channel  which  peaks  at  a  much 
higher  energy  than  the  experimental  distribution.  Our  calculations  indicate 
that  the  dynamical  model  which  appear  to  work  the  best  to  explain  the  R  and 
RD  channels  results  is  the  elastic  stripping  model. 

(1)  M.  Barat, J.C.  Brenot, J. A.Fayeton, J.C.  Houver, J.B.Ozenne,  R.S.  Berry, and 
M.  Durup-Ferguson,  Chem.  Phys.  97,165. (1985) • 

(2)  M.S.  Huq.D.S.  Fraedrich.L.D.  Doverspike.R.L.  Champion  and  V.A.  Esaulov, 
J. Chem. Phys.  76, <1952. (1982) . 

(3)  A.  Persky  ,J. Chem. Phys.  66,2932,(1977)- 
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The  PES  obtained  by  the  described  procedure  has  a  triple¬ 
valued  region  which  is  normally  of  little  importance  at 
energies  considered  in  trajectory  calculations  made  for 
thermal  rate  coefficient  determinations.  In  cases  where 
this  '5  not  so,  the  deficiency  can  be  mitigated  by  inter¬ 
polation  over  the  triple-valued  region. 

PES  calculation  and  trajectory  study  was  carried 
out  for  the  series  of  X+H2  (X=F,Cl,Br ,1 )  reactions.  As  the 
PES  is  given  in  terms  of  variables  a  and  6  (where  6  is 
the  least  linear  distance  from  the  MEP  in  the  XftB  -  X0C 
plane)  and  no  explicite  formulas  exist  for  these  variables 
beyond  the  MEP,  the  derivatives  BV/aX^  and  av/3XBC  were 
stored  in  a  tabulation.  Actual  values  for  the  forces  were 
obtained  from  the  data  of  the  table  by  quadratic  inter¬ 
polation.  In  the  trajectory  calculation,  the  energy  was 
conserved  to  0.01%. 

State-to  all  one  dimensional  rate  coefficients  were 
obtained  for  a  vibrational  level  v  from 

VklDT(T)  =  (2.tukT)"1/2  .rexp(-Erel/kT)  VP(Erel)dBrel 


where  ErG^  *-s  the  collisional  energy.  As  an  illustration 
we  present  one  dimensional  Arrhenius  parameters  for  v  =  O, 
together  with  some  PES  characteristics  in  the  Table  below: 


Reaction 

V  / kJ  mol-1 

WA° 

**1111 /A 

EA/kJ  mol-1 

log  A 

F+HH 

13.59 

1.40 

0.77 

11.46 

a\ 

CO 

C1+I1II 

38.17 

1.38 

1.03 

14.30 

4.80 

Br+HII 

9  2.10 

1.45 

1.26 

68.43 

4.39 

I+II1I 

168.40 

1.63 

1.46 

non-reactive 
trajectories  only 
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Three-dimensional  rate  coefficients  were  obtained  by 
a  method  [2]  called  "collinear  QCT  transmission  coefficient 
correction  to  TST" .  In  this  method,  dynamical  information 
is  introduced  into  TST  through  a  collinear  transmission 
coefficient  calculated  as  the  ratio  of  one  dimensional  QCT 
and  TST  rate  coefficients: 


'r1D(T)  =  vk5DT(T)  /  VkiDT(T) 


Finally,  the  method  which  actually  corresponds  to  a 
dynamical  treatment  for  the  collinear  motion  and  a  statisti¬ 
cal  treatment  for  all  other  degrees  of  freedom  yields  the 
corrected  state-to-all  TST  rate  coefficient: 


\(t)  =  vr1D(T)  VJf(T) 

Equilibrium  rate  coefficients  were  obtained  by  Boltzmann 
averaging  of  state-to-all  rate  coefficients. 

Kinetic  results  calculated  and  non-Arrhenius  behavior 
observed  for  the  hydrogen  atom  transfer  reactions  X+II2  will 
be  discussed. 


[1)  T.Berces  and  J.Dombi,  Int. J.Chem.Kinet. ,  12,  123  (1980). 

[2]  J.M. Bowman  et  al.,  J.Chem.  Phys.,  75^,  141  (1981), 
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and 
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Quasiclassical  trajectory  studies  have  been  made  of  collision- 
induced  dissociation  in  the  atom-diatom  systems  H  +  Hj,  He  +  H2,  and 
He  +  II2+  over  a  wide  range  of  initial  translational,  rotational,  and 
vibrational  energies.  The  dependence  of  the  dynamics  of  the 
dissociation  process  on  the  initial  energy  distribution  and  on  the 
interaction  potential  is  examined.  While  there  are  substantial 
differences  in  the  behavior  of  these  three  systems,  in  general 
collinear  approach  i3  disadvantageous  for  dissociation.  A  substantial 
contribution  to  the  dissociation  process  comes  from  low  impact 
parameter  broadside  collisions. 
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A  DYNAMICAL  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  Li  l  IIC1  REACTION 

a  a  . .  b  ,  ,c 

A.  Lagana' ,  E.  Garcia,  J.M.  A1  van  no,  P.  Pal  mien 

aDipartimcnto  di  Chimica,  Univcrsita'  di  Perugia  (I) 
b 

Departamento  de  Quimica  Fisica,  Universidad  do  Salamanca  (E) 
CIstituto  di  Chimica  Fisica  e  Spcttroscopia,  Univcrsita'  di  Hologna  (I) 

Crossed  molecular  beams  measurements  of  reactive  cross  sections  and 
product  distributions  for  the  reaction 
Li  t-  IIC1  —  Li  Cl  4  11 

have  been  reported  in  the  literature. /l/  For  this  reaction,  a  DIM 
potential  energy  surface  has  been  suggested  by  Zeiri  and  Shapiro/2/. 
This  PES  lias  a  collincar  transition  state  located  in  the  entrance 
channel  11.3  keal/mol  above  the  reactants'  asymptote.  Collincar 
quantum  calculations  have  shown  that  the  barrier  of  the  DIM  PES  is  too 
large  for  allowing  a  rationalization  of  both  the  low  threshold  energy 
and  the  large  reactive  cross  section  obtained  from  the  experiment  and 
that  the  collincarity  of  its  transition  state  is  in  contrast  with  the 
experimental  product  distribution/3/. 

For  these  reasons,  we  decided  to  perform  an  accurate  quantum 
calculation  of  the  potential  energy  of  the  Li  i  HC1  system/4/.  At  each 
value  of  the  approaching  anglc($)  considered  (-#  is  defined  as  the  Li  Cl  II 
angle)  the  potential  energy  was  calculated  for  a  matrix  of  56  points. 


Additional  values  were  calculated  for  geometries  close  to  that  of  the 
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transition  state. 

As  anticipated  in  ref./4/,  in  order  to  render  tlic  calculated 

potential,  energy  values  suitable  for  scattering  calculations,  wo  fitted 

the  computed  ab  initio  points  using  a  Bond  Ordcr(BO)  functional 

form/5/.  A  large  fraction  (80$)  of  the  fitted  points  deviate  less  than 

lkcal/mol  from  the  modified  ab  initio  values.  Larger  deviations  occur 

in  the  repulsive  part  of  the  B01  surface  which  are  of  scarce  relevance 

for  dynamics.  The  overall  rms  deviation  is  2.5kcal/mol.  On  the 

interpolated  surface  it  is  possible  to  localize  the  transition  state 

and  to  single  out  its  geometry.  For  our  system  it  corresponds  to  $  =53° 

o  o 

and  to  LiCl  and  I1C1  internuclear  distances  of  2.30A  and  1.55A 
respectively. 

As  already  mentioned,  experimental  data  of  the  Li  +  HC]  reaction  for 
reactants  in  the  ground  vibrational  state  and  at  a  temperature  of  about 
60K,  show  that  the  LiCl  product  is  mainly  scattered  sideways  in  the 
forward  hemisphere  witli  respect  to  the  incoming  Li  atom/l/.  The 
strongly  bent  geometry  of  the  transition  state  given  by  our 
calculations  is  in  agreement  with  these  data  Also  its  almost  half-way 
location  along  the  minimum  energy  path  agrees  with  the  non-ncgligiblc 
translational  energy  dependence  of  the  reactivity  upon  collision 
energy.  On  the  contrary,  the  height  of  the  transition  state  of  the  B01 
surface  is  of  1 1 .43kcal/mol  (similar  to  the  one  of  the  ZS  PliS)  and 


therefore  still  inadequate  to  explain  experimental  reactivity  in  terms 


E5 


of  classical  trajectories. 

Therefore,  we  decided  to  modify  the  height  of  the  transition  state 
to  a  value  approximately  corresponding  to  the  lowest  total  energy  at 
which  the  experiment  gives  reaction  and  to  fit  to  the  modified  points  a 
new  DO  surface.  On  this  surface  we  have  performed  trajectory 
calculations.  Our  results  show  that,  although  the  threshold  energy 
slightly  high,  the  dependence  of  the  reactive  cross  section  upon  the 
collision  energy  is  reasonable. 
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THEORETICAL  STUDY  OF  THE  0(3P)  +  CS2  GAS  PHASE  REACTION.  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  ENERGY  HYPERSURFACB. 

a)  a)  ■  b)  a) 

Ramdn  snv<$s,  Niguel  Gonzdlcz, Josep  Bofill  and  Antonio  Aguilar  . 

a)  Departament  de  Qufmica  Fisica. 

b)  Departament  de  Quimica  orgdnica. 

Facultnt  de  Quimica,  Universitat  de  Barcelona. 

Avda.  Diagonal  647,08020  Barcelona, SPAIN. 


Abstract 


3 

The  gas-phase  reaction  0(  P)  +  CS2  constitutes  an  important 
step  in  the  mechanism  of  CS2/02  chemical  lasers/1/.  This  reac¬ 
tion  has  been  widely  studied  experimentally,  but  not  so  theore¬ 
tically.  Three  reaction  channels  have  been  identified  for  this 
system/2/s 

r-<l)-»  csoc1!*)  +  SO(X3I)  +  21-31  Kcal/mol 


0(3P) 


cs2(; 


1  ■** 
Ctg)- 


2)-4  OCSOC1!*)  +  S(3P) 
L<3)-»  S2(X3Ig)  +  C0(X 


+54  Kcal/mol 
1Z+)  +  03  Kcal/mol 


v;ith  channel  (1)  being  the  most  important  one  (<-80/). 

In  several  crossed  molecular  beams  experiments  made  until 
nov/,  following  only  the  main  channel,  a  strong  forward  scatte¬ 
ring  in  products, ha3  been  found  and  a  stripping  mecha¬ 
nism  has  been  concluded  for  collisional  energies  ranging  3.2- 
9.2  Kcal/mol.  In  addition,  a  considerable  large  fraction  of  the 
reaction  energy  is  disposed  into  vibrational 26%)  and  rotatio¬ 
nal  (^40%)  energies  of  CS  and  SO  products/3,4/. 

Scant  attention  has  been  given  to  theoretical  interpretation 
of  three  reaction  channels. Only  collinear  trajoctories/3, 5/  on 
several  LKPS-like  hyoersurfacos  and  a  CNDO/B  study/6/  on  the 
lowest  singlet  potential  energy  hypersurface (PEN)  have  been  per 
formed  about  this  interesting  system. 

In  order  to  rationalize  this  bulk  of  information,  we  have 
carried  out  an  extensive  study  of  the  ground  triplet  PEN  by 
means  of  the  HlHDO/3  mi?  somiempirical  method.  In  the  search  of 
transition  states  (TS's)  and  intermediates  along  minimum  energy 
reaction  paths  (MERP's), connecting  reactants  and  products  on  the 
OCS0  lowest  triplet  PEI  I,  it  was  found  that  all  planar  structu- 

“  3  // 

res  belonged  to  the  A  PEN  which  correlated  adiabafcically  rcac- 
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tants  with  products  from  all  three  channels  (under  Cs  syifimetry) . 
Several  intermediates ,wclls  on  the  PEH,  and  TS  connecting  them 
each  other  have  been  located.  These  intermediates  are  connected 
with  reactants  and  products  along  KERP's  without  significant 
TS 's (barriers  of  potential  arising  only  from  endoorgicities) .  It 
was  oosorved  that  when  an  incoming  oxygen  atom  approaches  to  CS2 
molecule,  firstly  a  cis  or  trans  planar  OSCS  intermediate  was 
formed  which  can  dissociate  to  CS  +  SO  or  evolve  to  another  in¬ 
termediates  which  originate  the  products  of  reaction  channels 
(2)  and  (3).  These  intermediates  allow  to  explain  better  the  vi¬ 
brational  and  rotational  energy  distributions  into  CS  and  SO 
products  with  regard  tb  a  simple  MERP(only  with  a  •PS  between  reac 
tants  and  products) . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  short  lifetimes  estimated  by  the  RRK 
model  for  the  possible  collision  complexes  are  even  compatible 
with  the  stripping  mechanism  of  channel  (1) .  Furthermore,  these 
short  lifetimes  and  the  difficult  O-rnigration  to  the  carbon  atom 
across  sinuous  MERP's  which  originates  products  of  channels  (2) 
and  (3),  seem  to  indicate  that  channel  (1)  will  have  a  greater 
extent,  as  can  be  seen  experimentally.  In  fact,  channel (1)  only 
implies  one  new  bond  formation  and  one  bond  breaking,  while  chan 
nels(2)  and  (3)  involve  many  more  new  bond  formations  and  brea¬ 
kings  . 

A  dynamical  study/7/,  however,  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  account  quantitatively  for  the  different  branching  ratios  of 
these  three  channels  and  other  interesting  dynamical  features. 

References 

/!/  ll.Trtica  and  Z.Babarogid,Appl.Phys.D37(l985)87. 

/2/  I. R. Slagle, J.R. Gilbert  and  D. Gutman, J.Chem.Phys. 61 (1974) 704. 
/3/  I .W. Smith, Discuss. Faraday  Soc. 44 (1967)194. 

/4/  P . A . Gorr y, C . V .Nowikov  and  R. Grice, Mol. Phys. 37 (1979) 329. 

/5/  H.Elgersma  and  G.Schatz,chem,.Phys.54(l981)20l. 

/6/  L. Carlson, J.Comput.Chem.3 (1902) 23. 

/!/  R.Say<5s,H.Gonzdlez  and  A. Aguilar, In  progress. 


E7 


MOr.ECUr.AR  BEAMS  STUDIES  OF  ATOM -MOLECULE  INTERACTIONS:  THE 

ADIABATIC  ROUTE  FROM  SCATTERING  INFORMATION  TO  ANISOTROPIC 
POTENTIALS 

V.  Aquilantl,  L.  Beneventi,  G.  Orossi  and  F.  Vecchiocattivi 
Dipartimento  di  Chimica  dell'Universita' 

06100  Perugia,  Italy 


Detailed  experimental  information  is  being  accumulated  in 
our  laboratory  on  scattering  properties  of  atoms  by  diatomic 
molecules.  This  information,  which  includes  absolute  integral 
■cross  sections  for  scattering  of  atomic  beams  with  magnetic 
analysis,  and  differential  cross  sections  by  crossed  atomic  and 
molecular  beams,  requires  an  accurate  theoretical  inversion 
scheme  for  the  extraction  of  properties  of  the  interaction 
potentials.  A  technique  developed  for  this  purpose  is  presented: 
it  Is  based  on  the  construction  of  adiabatic  states  which 
describe  the  systems  in  their  evolution  from  a  given  molecular 
rotational  state  to  the  inner  interaction  region  where  the  role 
of  potential  anisotropy  is  strongest;  nonadiabatic  coupling  terms 
are  also  computed  and  their  localization  in  terms  of  features  of 
the  potential  energy  surface  is  assessed.  When  coupling  is 
introduced,  the  technique  Is  essentially  exact  and  tends  to  the 
Infinite  Order  Sudden  Approximation  when  the  latter  is  valid,  but 
allows. to  very  simply  go.  beyond  when  the  rotational  structure  of 
the  target  is  important.  In  particular,  it;  is  possible  by  this 
technique  to  take  into  account  the  effect  on  the  glory  structure 
due  to  the  rotational  temperature  of  the  molecule:  such  an 
effect,  which  has  been  well  documented  by  experiments  in  this 
laboratory,  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  a  simpler  approach  such  as 
the  I0S. 
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REACTIVE  COLLISION  OF  0  +  H2  PRODUCED 
WITH  EXCITED  STATES  IN  A  CROSSED  BEAM  EXPERIMENT 
A.  Leb4hot,  3.  Marx,  F.  Aguillon,  and  R.  Campargue 

Laboratoire  des  3eta  Moldculaires 
DSpartement  de  Physico-Chimie 

Centre  d'Etudes  Nucldaires  de  Saclay,  91191  Gif-sur-Yvette,  France 


The  investigation  of  chemically  reacting  systems,  with  excited  state 
channels,  is  of  fundamental  interest  in  the  dynamics  of  molecular  colli¬ 
sions^.  In  this  work,  the  small  triatomic  system  0  +  H2  is  investigated  in 
the  following  channels  which  are  important  in  the  combustion  of  hydrogen  and 
also  in  the  upper  atmosphere  chemistry: 

0(3P)  +  HzOOEg,  v)  ♦  0H(X2n,  v')  +  H  (1) 

O^D)  +  n20<%*  v)  •»0H(X2n,  v')  +  H  (2) 

0H(A2EV'>  +  H  (3) 

Reaction  (2)  is  exothermic2,  while  the  other  reactions  are  possible  only  if 
a  minimum  amount  of  energy  is  available  in  the  entrance  channel  because  of  a 

small  activation  barrier  for  reaction  (1),  or  an  endo-ergicity^  which  is  for 

instance  2.2  eV  for  reaction  (3)  produced  with  H2  (v  =  0).  The  missing 
energy  can  be  obtained  by  vibrationally  exciting  H2  at  least  up  to  v  =  1  for 
reaction  (1)  yielding  OH  with  only  rovibrational  excitation  and  up  to  v  =  5 
for  reaction  (3)  yielding  OH  with  electronic  excitation. 

The  reactive  scattering  experiment  is  performed  by  crossing  0  and  H2 
molecular  beams  skimmed  from  free  jet  zones  of  silence-5.  The  dissociation 
of  02  is  produced  by  radiofrequency  discharge  (22  MHz)  in  the  reservoir  of  a 
quartz  nozzle,  with  an  efficiency  of  about  50  or  90!i,  in  He  or  Ar  seeded 
mixtures,  respectively^'^.  Thus,  the  atomic  oxygen  beam  is  generated  with 


at  least  two  electronic  states  0(‘D,  P). 

Reaction  (2)  is  produced  selectively  thanks  to  the  barrier  encountered 

for  reaction  (1).  The  internal  energy  distribution  of  the  OH  emitted  in  the 

direction  of  the  0  beam  axis,  is  probed  by  the  time-of-flight  technique  with 

a  good  vibrational  resolution.  The  results  (Fig.  1)  derived  from  the  TOF 

2 

spectra,  show  that  the  0II(X  II,  v')  products  are  vibrationally  excited  up  to 
v'  =  4,  with  minimum  populations  on  v'  =  1  or  2. 

Also,  reaction  (3)  is  produced  when  H2  is  excited  vibrationally  up  to 
v  >  5,  by  means  of  a  low  energy  electron  beam  (<  100  eV)  operated  coaxially 
to  the  H2  molecular  beam.  Thus,  the  vibrational  levels  of  the  ground  state 
H2(X'E,  v ' )  are  populated  by  radiative  decay  from  singlet  electronic  states 
excited  by  electron  impact*5.  In  these  conditions,  reaction  (3)  is  observed 
by  analyzing  the  spontaneous  fluorescence  signal  emitted  from  0H(A^K*’)  in 
the  reactive  collision  zone.  The  experimental  results  are  compared  to  a  cal¬ 
culated  statistical  distribution  (Fig.  2)  taking  into  account  the  predicted 
populations  of  the  vibrational  levels  of  H2  and  only  the  spin  s  =  +  i  of  OH. 

Due  to  the  difficulty  of  producing  0(D)  alone,  reaction  (1)  has  not 
yet  been  observed  in  this  experiment. 

References 

1.  G.  Durand  and  X.  Chapuisat,  Chem.  Phys.  96,  381  (1985) 

2.  R.3.  Buss,  P.  Casavecchia,  T.  Hirooka,  5.3.  Sibener,  and  Y.T.  Lee,  Chem. 
Phys.  Lett.  82,  386  (1981) 

3.  R.  Campargue,  3.  Phys.  Chem.  8£,  4466  (1984) 

4.  S.3.  Sibener,  R.3.  Buss,  C.Y.  Ng,  and  Y.T.  Lee,  Rev.  Sci.  Instrum.  51_, 
167(1980) 

3.  Marx,  A.  Leb6hot,  3.C.  Lemonnier,  D.  Marette,  R.  Campargue,  X*"*1  Int. 
Symp.  on  Molecular  Beams,  Hook  of  Abstracts,  p.  ID,  Cannes  (1985) 

5.  3.  Marx,  Thesis,  University  of  Psris-Sud  (1906) 

6.  3.  Marx,  A.  Lebdhot,  and  R.  Campargue,  3.  Physique  (Paris)  46,1667  (1985) 


E8 


Flg.1-  Typical  velocity  spectrum  derived  from  TOF  measurements,  In  the  axis 
of  tlie  0  beam,  for  OH  obtained  in  reaction  (2)  with  tyv-0).  The  arrows 
show  the  theoretical  velocities  corresponding  to  the  vibrational  levels 
v'-  0  to  4  of  OII(X2n).  Also  the  velocity  of  G('*D)  is  indicated  (£). 


Flg.2-Fluorescence  spectrum  of  the  (0-0)  band  for  the  A2!!’*’-*-  transition 
of  OH  obtained  in  reaction  (3),  compared  to  a  theoretical  spectrum 
(dashed  line)  derived  from  a  statistical  model  with  only  the  spin 
component  of  OH, 
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ROTATIONAL  EXCITATION  OF  THE  MgCI  REACTION  PRODUCT 
IN  THE  HARPOONING  Mg  C  1S»  +  Cl2  REACTION. 

Bernard  BOURGUIGNON,  Mohammed-All  GARGOURA,  June  McCOMBIE, 
Jofllle  ROSTAS  and  Guy  TAIEB  *. 

Laboratolre  de  Photophysique  Molgculalre  du  C.N.R.  S.  * 
University  de  Parls-Sud,  Bailment  213,  91405  Orsay-Cddex,  France. 


Harpooning  reactions  o(  alkali  and  alkaline-earth  atoms  with  halogens  are 
known  to  lead  to  high  vibrational  excitation  of  the  reaction  product.  In  the  reactions 
that  were  experimentally  studied,  electron  Jump  Irom  the  M  metal  atom  to  the  X2 
molecule  occurs  at  ‘large*  Internuclear  distance,  with  respect  to  the  equilibrium 
distance  bondlength  ol  the  MX  molecule.  The  dynamics  of  these  reactions  was 
extensively  studied  In  the  case  of  the  alkali;  although  the  reaction  product  may  be 
electronically  excited  In  the  alkaline-earth  case,  experimental  data  (MX  ro- 
vlbratlonal  excitation)  show  that  the  reaction  dynamics  Is  similar  for  alkali  and 
alkaline-earth  l.  The  X2“  Ion  Is  formed  by  the  vertical  X2  +  e"  -»  X2"  transition,  on 
the  repulsive  part  of  the  X2“  potential  curve.  The  strong  ele^.lrlc  field  of  the  M+  Ion 
causes  fast  dissociation  of  X2~,  where  X-  takes  most  of  the  kinetic  energy.  The 
MX  bond  Is  formed  by  electrostatic  attraction  of  the  M+  and  X-  Ions,  which  allows 
the  X"  kinetic  energy  to  be  transfered  Into  MX  vibrational  excitation  *. 

We  present  here  a  LIP  study  of  the  Mg  ( lS)  +  Cl2  system.  The  A^ft  - 
X^e+  (Av=0)  bands  of  nascent  MgCI  were  recorded  at  0.2  cut"1  resolution  In  a 
beam  gas  apparatus,  at  Cl2  scattering  gas  pressure  of  5  10“*  Torr.  The 
experimental  spectrum  was  compared  with  simulated  spectra,  assuming  a 
Boltzmann  rotational  population  distribution.  We  have  obtained  a  rotational 
temperature  as  high  as  6000  *  2000  K  (56  %  of  the  exothermlclty  AE  of  the 
reaction).  Spectrum  congestion  precludes  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  rotatlonnal 
population  at  the  present  resolution.  The  MgCI  vibrational  population  distribution  Is 
not  Boltzmann,  and  the  vibrational  excitation  Is  only  0.13  eV  (14  %  the 
exothermlclty  of  the  reaction) .  Therefore  the  energy  disposal  of  the  Mg  f1  S)  +  Clj 


*  Laboratolre  assocld  A  1'Unlverslld  de  Parls-Sud 

*  and:  U.E.R.  Claude  Bernard,  University  de  Rennes  I,  35043  RENNE3-CEDGX 
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system  contrasts  strongly  wlththal  ol  previously  reported  systems  In  which  the 
reaction  proceeds  through  the  harpooning  mechanism.  For  example,  In  the  Ca 
<1s>  +  CI2  system,  70  %  o<  the  exoihermlclly  goes  Into  CaCI  vibration  and  10  % 

(2000  K)  In  CaCI  rotation 
s 

For  the  Mg  <  1S» 
+  CI2  system,  the  distance 
at  which  the  electron  jump 
occurs  was  estimated  to 
be  2. 7  A,  which  Is  close 
to  the  MgCI  equilibrium 
bondlength  (2.20  A).  The 
corresponding  distances 
for  Ca  +  Clg  are  3.  7  and 
2. 44  A,  respectively. 
Consequently,  the  MgCI 
vibration  Is  restrained  In 
the  reaction  Intermediate. 
The  energy  Is  released 
through  dissociation  of  the 
MgCl2  or  CaCl2  Intermediate  along  the  CI-CP  bond,  providing  a  large  Impulse  on 
the  Cl“  Ion.  This  Is  Illustrated  on  figure  2,  where  the  dlabatlc  Ionic  potential 
energy  surface  (PES)  Is  represented  In  C &  geometry.  Entrance  on  the  surface 


Figure  I 


Figure  2 


occurs  at  point  2  for  the 
Ca  +  CI2  system.  It  Is 
clear  that  the  reaction 
exoergiclly  Is  preferentially 
channelled  Inlo  CaCI  vi¬ 
bration,  In  order  lo  attain 
the  equilibrium  CaCI  bond  • 
length  (figure  3a).  TI10 
Mg  +  CI2  system  enters  on 
the  surface  at  point  3  and 
goes  directly  into  the  oxlt 


channel.  There  Is  no 


possibility  of  further  stabilisation  of  the  MgCI  molecule  along  the  ^Mq-CI 
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coordinate,  and  the  evolution  ot  the  system  looks  like  a  dissociation  ot  MgClg 
along  the  Rci-CI  coordinate,  where  the  allect  on  the  R^tgCI  distance  Is  no  greater 

than  the  difference  between  the  bondlength  In 
the  diatomic  and  the  trlatomlc  molecules.  In 
a  simple  mechanical  picture  where  MgCI  Is 
considered  as  a  rigid  rod,  the  CP  Ion 
Impulse  results  In  rotational  excitation  of 
MgCI,  equal  to  (m^g  I  m^gci>  AG  *  40  % 
AG  (figure  3b). 

In  conclusion,  the  harpooning  me¬ 
chanism  provides  an  explanation  for  the 
change  from  vibrational  to  rotational  excita¬ 
tion  of  the  reaction  product  from  Ca  to  Mg. 
The  key  factor  to  determine  whether  rotation 
or  vibration  Is  most  excited  Is  the  electron 
)ump  distance.  A  more  detailed  analysis  of 
the  (0-0)  rotational  population,  based  on 
higher  resolution  spectra.  Is  In  progress. 
Reactions  of  other  halogen  molecules  with  Mg 
are  also  being  investigated. 
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A  <2e+)  PRODUCTION  BY  193  nm  PHOTOLYSIS  OP  NITROUS  ACID 
D.  SOLGADI,  K  LAHMANI 
Laboralolre  de  Photophysique  Mol6culalre 
Bfit.  213  -  University  de  Parls-Sud 
91405  -  ORSAY  Cedex  -  Prance 
E.  HONTZOPOULOS,  C.  POTAKIS 
Research  Center  of  Crete 
HERAKLION,  (Greece). 


The  vibrational  and  rotational  state  distributions  of  the  OH  excited  A2k+ 
fragment  produced  by  photodissociation  of  nitrous  acid  (MONO)  excited  at  193  nm 
have  been  Investigated.  The  fluorescence  spectrum  of  the  OH  A2L-+  fragment  shows 
that  the  v'  =  0,  1,  2  levels  are  formed  and  the  relative  population  has  been  found  to 
be  1/0.  13/0.017.  The  OH  A2L+  (v'-  0)  fragment  exhibits  a  non  Boltzmann  rotational 
distribution  peaking  at  N'  -  12  and  levels  up  to  N'  -  20  are  populated. 

Prom  the  linear  Intensity  dependence  of  the  OH  A-  signal  and  Its  time 
evolution,  a  single  photon  dissociation  process  of  HONO  seems  to  be  the  most 
probable  mechanism  and  the  results  show  that  the  most  of  the  excess  energy 
available  In  the  reaction  <~3000  era"1)  Is  channelled  Into  the  Internal  degrees  of 
freedom  of  the  OH  A  fragment.  Population  of  rotational  levels  abqve  the  limit  Imposed 
by  energy  conservation  may  result  from  the  excitation  of  parent  HONO  molecule  which 
possesses  substantial  thermal  energy. 
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U.V.  Photoexcitation  of  rovibrationally  excited  NO. 

J.  DESON,  C.  LALO,  F.  LEMPEREUR,  3.  MASANET ,  J.  TARDIEU  de  MALE1SSYE. 
C.N.R.S  UA  40870  -  Laboratoire  de  Chimie  Gdn^rale  - 
University  P.  et  M.  Curie  -  Tour  55  -  4  Place  Jussieu 
75005  PARIS  -  FRANCE 

Absorption  cross  sections  in  the  U.V.  range  of  small  molecules  can  be 
increased  by  modifying  the  rovibrational  excitation  of  initial  state. 

In  the  experiment  reported  here,  gaz  heating  by  a  C.W.  C02  laser  allows  the 
Boltzmann  energy  distribution  in  rovibrational  levels  of  the  ground  state 
to  be  shaded  toward  higher  levels. 

Electronic  transitions  from  these  high  rovibrational  levels  of  the  ground 
state  molecule  to  excited  states  (dissociative  or  no)  can  then  be  more 
readily  induced  by  U.V.  absorption  of  the  radiation  at  193  nm  from  an  ArF 
laser.  The  formation  of  these  excited  states  and  of  excited  photofragments 
can  be  observed  through  their  emissions  in  the  visible  or  near  U.V. 

The  experimental  set  up  allowing  this  double  laser  excitation  I.R._U.V. 
is  described  and  some  results  are  presented  concerning  the  photoexcitation 
at  193  nm  of  rotationally  excited  NO. 

Experimental. 

The  I.R,  excitation  is  done  with  a  continuous  wave  multimode  C02  laser 
(Cilas  260)  which  is  grating  tunable  between  9  and  11  pm  wich  a  maximum 
output  power  of  160  watts  at  10,6  pm. 

The  U.V.  excitation  is  done  with  an  excimer  laser  Sopra  delivering  pulses 
of  140  mJ  at  193  nm  (ArF)  and  25  ns  width  at  2  Hz.  Both  radiations  are 
driven  into  a  stainlessteel  cell  fitted  with  CINa  and  MgF2  windows  : 
luminescences  in  visible  and  near  U.V.  are  observed  using  quartz  optics. 

Time  resolved  spectral  analysis 'is  carried  out  by  a  Commodore  CBM  4032 
computer  monitoring  lasers  triggering,  monchromator  Jobin  et  Yvon  scanning 
and  photocounting  system. 
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U.V.  absorption  of  rotatlonallv  excited. 

The  spectroscopic  analysis  of  the  NO  fluorescence  induced  by  laser 
excitation  at  193  nm  shows  that  rotational  levels  of  three  excited 
electronic  states  are  strongly  mixed  (1).  It  appears  that  at  this  wavelength 
the  preparation  of  NO  (A,  v'  =  3)  can  be  performed  quasi  resonantly  from 
high  rotational  levels  of  the  NO  (X,  v"  =  0,  J"  =  50,5). 

At  room  temperature  the  population  of  rotationally  excited  NO  with  J"-^50,5 
is  about  106  times  smaller  than  J"  =28,5  with  an  energy  gap  between 
NO  (X,  v"  =  0)  J"  =  28,5  and  3"  =  50,5  close  to  3000  cm-1. 

Gas  heating  by  an  I.R.  laser  excitation  should  allow  to  modify  the  Boltzman 
energy  distribution  to  the  benefit  of  these  higher  rovibrationnal  levels. 

NO  is  not  an  absorber  of  the  C02  laser  radiation.  But  this  one  operated  <u 

the  P2Q  line  at  10,595  pm,  is  absorbed  by  SF^  which  acts  as  a  photosensitiser 

(2)  in  irradiated  SF.-NO  mixtures.  Equimolecular  mixtures  of  SF,-N0  have 
O  o 

been  irradiated  at  0,7  mbar  total  pressures  by  the  two  laser  beams  ;  an 
important  increase  of  the  signal  corresponding  to  the  emissiun  from 
N0(B,v'=  7)  has  been  observed".  Moreover  a  spectroscopic  analysis  shows  that 
this  emission  is  red  shifted.  An  energy  gap  close  to  600  cm”*  has  been 
evaluated.More  SFg  must  be  added  to  the  gaseous  mixtures  in  order  to 
get  an  higher  energy  gap. 
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193  ntn  PHOTOLYSIS  OF  AMMONIA: 

THE  INTERMEDIATE  IN  THE  2-PHOTCN  FORMATION  CF  NH(A  3Tt) 


R.  D.  Kenner,  F.  Rohrer,  R.  Browarzik,  A.  Kaes  and  F.  Stuhl 
Physikalische  Chemle  I,  Ruhr-UniversitSt  Bochum 
D-11630  Bochum  1,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 


Recent  results  frcm  this  laboratory^  have  show:  that  the  mechanism  fbr 
production  of  NH(A  3TT)  in  the  193  nm  photolysis  of  ammonia  is  secondary 
photolysis  of  an  intermediate  species. 

Nllg  +  hv(193)  —v  intermediate  +  products  1 

intermediate  +  hv( 193)  —>  NH(A  3JT)  +  products  2 

It  was  shown  at  that  time  that  the  intermediate  species  had  a  lifetime 
greater  than  10  ps.  Consideration  of  the  known  photochemistry  of 
anmonia  (taking  into  account  the  energy  restriction  in  reaction  2) 
indicates  that  this  intermediate  species  must  be  either  NH2(A)  or 
internally  excited  NH2(X).  It  was  previously  shown2  that  both  these 
species  are  produced  in  the  193  nm  photolysis  of  NHj. 

He  have  measured  lifetimes  for  the  intermediates  in  the  photolyses  of 
NHj  and  ND^  using  two  ArF  (193  nm)  excimer  lasers  in  pump-probe 
experiments.  The  measured  quenching  rate  constants  for  each  of  the 
parent  molecules  and  for  several  added  gases  are  shown  in  colunns  2  and 
3  of  Table  I.  Note  the  close  similarity  of  the  results  for  both  the 
protonated  and  deuterated  species.  In  addition,  we  have  obtained  the 
zero  pressure  lifetimes  by  extrapolation  of  plots  of  the  reciprocal 
lifetime  as  a  function  of  the  argon  pressure  at  constant  concentration 
of  the  parent  molecules.  The  derived  values  are  250  and  600  ps  for  the 
protonated  and  deuterated  species  respectively.  Both  these  values  have 
been  corrected  for  diffusion  and  quenching  by  the  residual  concentration 
of  the  parent  molecules. 
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TABLE  I: 

Summary  of  Measured  Quenching  Rate  Constants 

Clenching  gas 

Intermediates  from 

nii2(a)1 

nd2(a)1 

NH; 

nh3 

nd3 

nh3 

110 

— 

190 

— 

500  1 

nd3 

— 

115 

— 

180 

— 

Ar 

l) 

11 

6 

5 

100 

h2 

10 

m 

111 

30 

90 

°2 

7 

6 

— 

12 

— 

”2 

12 

— 

7 

— 

— 

He 

2 

— 

3 

— 

30 

All  values  are  given  in  units  of  10-^2  cm^  s“^. 
Entries  marked  —  were  not  measured. 
aValue  from  reference  2. 


Since  the  NH2(A)  formed  in  the  first  photolysis  step  fluoresces, 
its  kinetic  properties  can  be  easily  measured  and  directly  compared  with 
those  reported  above.  As  has  been  shown  previously2,  this  fluorescence 
shows  a  multi-exponential  decay.  We  have  investigated  the  species 
monitored  by  the  faster  decaying  component  of  the  NH2(A-X)  emission 
(labled  NH2(A)S  in  Table  I)  and  find  that  it  shows  very  different 
quenching  behaviour  than  the  corresponding  intermediate  (compare  columns 
6  and  2  of  Table  I).  This  "short-lived"  component  of  the  NH2(A-X) 
fluorescence  has  been  attributed  to  emission  from  "pure"  NH2(A)  levels2. 
Based  on  our  results  these  levels  cannot  be  the  intermediate  species  in 
reactions  1  and  2  above. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  both  NH3  and  ND^,  the  species  characterized  by 
the  "long-lived"  component  of  the  fluorescence  (labled  NH2(A)j  and 
ND2(A)2  respectively  in  Table  I)  does  appear  kinetically  similar  to  the 
intermediate  (compare  columns  2  and  3  to  *1  and  5  in  Table  I).  The 
differences  in  the  measured  results  are,  however,  outside  the  combined 
experimental  uncertainties.  To  study  this  long-lived  component  of  the 
NH2(A-X)  fluorescence  further  we  have  recorded  emission  spectra  using  a 


delayed  gate  (10-160  |is)  to  minimize  the  contribution  from  the  fast 
decaying  component.  In  the  case  of  NHg,  the  delayed  spectrum  seerro  to 
be  dominated  by  emission  frcm  the  NH2(A)  (0,v2,0)£  states  with  v2  =  5 
and  3  (v2  =  1  lies  outside  the  sensitivity  rang*  of  our  photomulti¬ 
plier).  The  "long-lived"  component  of  the  NH2(A-X)  fluorescence  has 
been  attributed  to  emission  from  levels  of  NH2(A)  which  are  weakly 
coupled  to  high  levels  of  the  ground  stated  If  this  is  true,  the 
emission  would  be  a  monitor  for  a  particular  set  of  states  in  the 
ensemble  of  energetic  ground  state  NH2  molecules  formed  in  the  first 
photolysis  step,  lhe  NH(A-X)  fluorescence  produced  in  the  second 
photolysis  step  could  be  a  monitor  for  a  somewhat  different  set  of  these 
states.  In  view  of  the  similarity  observed  in  these  experiments  between 
the  kinetic  properties  of  the  "long-lived"  component  of  the  NU2(A-X) 
emission  and  those  of  the  Intermediate  species,  we  propose  that  the 
intermediate  species  in  the  production  of  NH(A  ^TT)  in  the  193  nm 
photolysis  of  NH^  are  highly  excited  levels  of  the  NH2(X)  state  (with  a 
similar  conclusion  for  NDg). 

1.  R.  D.  Kenner,  F.  Rohrer  and  F.  Stuhl,  Chem.  Phys,  Lett.  JH6  37*1 

(1985). 

2.  V.  M.  Donnelly,  A.  P.  Baronavski  and  J.  R.  McDonald,  Chert.  Phys.  ^|3 

271  (1979);  ibid.  *13  283  (1979). 
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PHOTODISSOCIATION  OF  MOLECULAR  BEAMS  OF 
CHLORINATED  BENZENE  DERIVATIVES 

Teijiro  ICHIMURA,  Yu j i  MORI, 

Hisanori  SHINOHARA*  and  Nobuyuki  NISHI 

Department  of  Chemistry,  Tokyo  Institute  of  Technology, 
Qhokayama,  Meguro-ku,  Tokyo  152,  Japan 
Institute  for  Molecular  Science, 

Myodaiji,  Okazaki  444,  Japan 

Molecular  beams  of  chlorobenzene1),  isomers  of  o-,  m-,  and  p- 

ch  loro  toluene1),  dichlorobenzenes11)  and  pentafluorochlorobenzene3)  were 

photodissociated  using  an  excimer  laser  at  193  or  248  nm  to  measure  the 

time-of -flight  distributions  of  fragments  (Cl,  m/e=35)  to  investigate 

the  primary  processes  and  the  photodissociation  dynamics. 

A  supersonic  molecular  beam  is  irradiated  by  193  nm  ArF  or  248  nm 

KrF  excimer  laser  pulses  (  50000  shots)  at  a  frequency  of  g5  Hz.  The 

time-of -flight(TOF)  spectrum  is  generated  by  synchronously  gating  a 

multichannel  scaler  with  the  laser  firing  pulse  and  detecting 

photofragments  by  a  quadrupole  mass  filter(Q-mass)  as  a  function  of  time 

after  the  laser  pulse.  The  O-mass,  operating  at  unit  mass  resolution, 

is  separated  from  the  reaction  chamber  and  pumped  differentially  by  a 

turbo  molecular  pump  and  an  ion  pump.  The  TDF  spectrum  is  then  converted 

.o  a  center -of-mass  total  translational  energy  distribution(P(Ej,))  by 

using  a  suitable  Jacobian  factor  after  subtracting  the  drift  time  in  the 

# 

Q-mass  tube.  The  flight  path  was  16  cm  and  the  time  resolution  was  1  ps. 
low  energy  fragments  than  3  kcal/mol  seems  to  be  distorted  since  the 
detector  axis  is  perpendicular  to  the  molecular  beam  axis. 

For  example,  fig.  1  shows  the  TOF  signal  of  Cl  at  m/e  =  35  for  the 
photolysis  of  p-ClCgH^Cl  molecular  beams  at  193  nm.  The  total 
translational  energy  distribution,  P(ET),  of  photofragments  in  fig.  2 
has  three  peaks  at  about  3,  13  and  30  kcal/mol.  The  energy  difference 
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between  each  two  peaks  of  distributions  is  far  beyond  the  spin-orbit 
splitting  between  Cl(2P3/2)  and  about  2.5  kcal/mol. 
Thus,  the  fragment  translational  energy  distributions  should  be  assigned 
to  the  difference  in  dissociation  processes. 

The  broad  distribution  with  the  peak  Rj,  value  of  <v3  kcal/mol  in 
fig.  2  can  be  represented  by  a  Maxwell-Boltzmann  function  (P{Ej>)  a 
Ep^2exp(-Ejt/kT))  and  higher  energy  distributions  may  be  explained  by  a 
Gaussian  function(P(t)  <*  t3  (j2/t2  +  c)1^2  expt-Ct-tg)3/*] )  •  Here  the 
apparatus  shape  factor  and  the  width  originated  in  the  narrow 
vibrational  distribution  around  the  central  state  0  were  considered. 

The  fast  photofragment  energy  distribution^  *  30  Kcal/mol)  may  be 
compared  to  those  of  photodissociation  of  the  C-Cl  bond  in  alkyl 
chlorides,  which  are  excited  into  the  continuum  of  a  repulsive  state  by 
the  (o*,  n)  transition  and  immediately  undergo  direct  photodissociation. 
The  Ej,  value  of  about  30  kcal/mol  observed  for  chlorobenzene  and 
chlorotoluenes  may  be  explained  by  a  similar  mechanism.  This  fast 
fragment  was  not  observed  for  pentafluorochlorobenzene.  This  is  due  to 
the  effect  of  fluorination  to  reduce  the  kinetic  energy  of  fragments. 

Two  other  lower  energy  components  in  P(Rp)  observed  in  fig.  2 
should  indicate  the  occurrence  of  slow  dissociation  process  in  the 
photolysis  of  p-dichlorobenzene  at  193  nm.  The  broad  distribution  with 
peak  Ep  value  of  13  kcal/mol  in  fig.  2  cannot  be  represented  by  a 
Maxwell-Boltzmann  distribution.  Accordingly  the  most  probable  exit  state 
to  give  the  slower  photofragments  may  be  the  highly  vibrationally 

"fc 

excited  triplet  state,  presumably  the  ( n , n )  transition,  generated  by  a 
fast  intersystem  crossing  from  the  initial  excited  singlet  state. 

The  distribution  with  the  smallest  peak  &j.  value  of  around 
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3  kcal/mol  in  fig.  2  may  be  represented  by  a  Maxwell-Boltzmann 
distribution.  The  photodecomposition  process  to  give  the  statistical 
distribution  should  occur  after  thermal  randomization  of  the  excess, 
energy.  Thus  the  dissociation  process'  seems  to  occur  from  vibrationally 
excited  Sg  state  to  give  vibrationally  hot  chlorophenyl  radicals. 

Seme  results  obtained  in  this  work  are  summarized  in  Table  1. 


1-3)  T.  Ici.Jmura,  Y.  Mori,  H.  Shinohsra  and  N.  Nishi,  Chem.  Phys.  Lett. 


122,  51  and  55  {1985),  and  125,  263  (1986)  . 


Parent 

molecule 

D0(C-C1) 

(kcal/mol) 

Eavl  %  (■tost  probable  Probable 

(kcal/nol)  (kcal/mol)  exit  state 

c6h5-ci 

97 

52 

5.0 

s0*<- 

S3(n*, 

77  ) 

0.39 

16 

T  +■ 

S3(it*, 

77) 

0.34 

30 

s  (0*, 

n) 

0.27 

p-qi3- 

97 

52 

4.0 

s0*<- 

S3(n*, 

77  ) 

0.15 

c6h4-ci 

16 

T*  '+■ 

S3(  Tt\ 

77  ) 

0.62 

31 

S(0*, 

n) 

0.23 

p-Cl- 

97 

52 

5.0 

So*"- 

S3(n*, 

77  ) 

0.33 

c6n4-a 

15 

T*  - 

S3(n*, 

77  ) 

0.41 

27 

s(o*, 

n) 

0.26 

C6P5-C1 

97 

52 

6.5 

_  * 
s0  <- 

s3  (■**  > 

77  ) 

0.86 

15 

T*  + 

S2(ir*, 

17  ) 

0.14 

c6h5-ci 

97 

19 

3.8 

_  * 

SQ  tr 

St  (ti*, 

77  ) 

0.64 

(248  nm  Ex 

.) 

11 

T*  * 

St  (77*, 

17  ) 

0.36 
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SINGLE-  AND  TWO-PHOTON  DISSOCIATION  OF  CClF2NO  IN  THE  VISIBLE 

J.A.  Dyet,  M.R.S,  McCoustra  and  J.  Pfab 
Department  of  Chemistry,  Heriot-Watt  University, 
Edinburgh,  EH14  4AS,  Scotland. 

The  electronic  spectroscopy,  photophysics  and  photodissociation 
dynamics  of  chlorodifluoronitrosomethane(CClF2NO)  in  the  550-710  nm 
region  have  been  studied  both  at  300K  and  in  a  nozzle-cooled  jet. 
Fluorescence  excitation  spectra  of  the  A(*A")  3f(  *  A*')  (n,n  *) 

transition  have  been  recorded  in  the  670  to  710  nm  region  and 
partially  assigned  to  obtain  information  on  the  geometry  changes 
and  potential  functions  associated  with  the  transition.  From 
time  resolved  measurements  of  jet-cooled  -CCIF^O  we  have  obtained 
the  non-radiative  decay  rates  of  most  well  defined  vibronic  levels 
active  in  the  fluorescence  excitation  spectrum. 

Detailed  information  on  the  electronic,  vibrational  and 
rotational  population  distributions  of  the  nascent  NO  ground  state 
fragment  has  been  obtained  using  pulsed  dye  laser  photolysis  and 
delayed  two-photon  LIF  probing  of  NO.  Photolysis  at  300K  in  the 
range  560  to  690  nm  produces  predominantly  N0(v=0).  The 
proportion  of  nascent  N0(v=l)  is  negligible  but  increases  towards 
short  wavelength  where  a  competing  two-photon  dissociation  becomes 
important  leading  to  a  non-linear  increase  of  the  NO  yield  with 
photolysis  pulse  power.  The  rotational  population  distributions  of 
the  nascent  NO  conform  well  to  a  statistical  model. 

State-selective  photolysis  of  jet-cooled  CCIF2N0  has  been 
performed  at  a  number  of  narrow  features  in  the  fluorescence 
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excitation  spectrum  of  the  cold  parent.  Fig.  I  shows  a  two-photon 
LIF  spectrum  of  N0(v=0)  from  the  state-selective  photolysis  of 
cold  CCIF2NO  at  646.6  nm  as  an  example.  Competition  between 
molecular  fluorescence  and  photodissociation  occurs  from  the 
electronic  origin  at  14,187  cm  '  up  to  roughly  15,000  cm  *  where 
fluorescence  becomes  weak  due  to  rapid  dissociation.  An 
uncorrected  NO  photofragment  yield  spectrum  is  displayed  in  Fig.  2. 

Such  spectra  have  been  obtained  by  monitoring  the  production  of 
N0(v=0)  by  two-photon  LIF  with  a  fixed  probe  wavelength  while 
scanning  the  photolysis  laser  through  the  absorption  of  the  cold 
parent. 

The  variation  of  the  delay  between  the  dissociation  and  probe 
laser  pulses  provided  the  appearance  times  of  the  NO  fragment  for 
several  vibronic  levels  of  the  A-state  including  the  origin  of 
the  system.  No  pronounced  state-specific  effects  have  been  observed 
indicating  that  CF2CINO  undergoes  relatively  slow  predissociation  with 
energy  randomisation  preceding  the  separation  of  the  fragments. 


HgBr(B*  X)  FLUORESCENCE  EHISSION  INDUCED  BY  KrF  LASER 
HULTIPHOTON  DISSOCIATION  OF  HgBr2 


P.  Panaqiannakopoulos*  and  D.  Zevgolis** 

Research  Center  of  Crete,  Institute  of  Electronic 
Structure  and  Laser,  and  University  of  Crete, 

Herakiion,  Crete,  Greece 

The  UV  rnuitiphoton  excitation  and  dissociation  of  small  molecules  in 
the  gas  phase  with  an  excimer  laser  has  been  an  adequate  technique  for 
generation  of  electronically  excited  free  radicals  (H.  In  this  work  we 
studied  the  KrF  laser  (248  nm)  multiphoton  excitation  and  dissociation  of 
HgBr2  vapors,  and  the  resulting  fluorescence  emission  of  electronically 

excited  HgBr  radicals.  This  strong  emission  in  the  green,  corresponds  to 
the  B2e  -►  X2e  transition  of  HgBr  radicals,  and  provides  8  good  chance  of 
achieving  laser  action  at  502  nm,  with  great  propagation  in  air  and  sea 
water. 

The  photolysis  experiments  of  HgBr2  vapors  performed  with  a  KrF 
excimer  laser  and  with  a  setup  described  previously  121.  For  an  unfocused 
laser  beam  with  intensity  1  s30  MW/crn2  and  a  HgBr2  vapor  pressure  about 

0.1  torr  strong  fluorescence  emission  was  observed  in  the  visible  region 
460-502  nm  131,  Figure  t.  This  emission  band  presents  discrete  vibrational 
structure  and  was  identified  as  the  B22>X2£  transition  of  HgBr  radicals. 
Its  vibrational  analysis  showed  good  resolution  for  the  v'=0  v"=  17-22 

*  Also  Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Crete. 

** Also  Department  of  Physics,  University  of  Crete. 


transitions,  and  the  obtained  molecular  constants  are  in  good  agreement 
with  the  literature.  Furthermore,  the  fluorescence  intensity  at  502  nm 
(v'=0  +  v"=  22  transition)  was  found  to  depend  on  the  laser  intensity,  with 
a  power  law  dependence  two.  This  indicates  that  the  fluorescing  HgBr 
radical  has  been  formed  by  a  two-photon  excitation  process  of  the  parent 
HgBr2  molecule. 

The  KrF  laser  photodissociation  of  HgBr2  molecules  proceeds  via  two 
different  channels,  in  the  first  channel  the  HgBr2  molecules  are  excited  by 
a  single  KrF  photon  absorption  to  a  *1^  state,  which  correlates  with  a 
repulsive  state  of  HgBr,  and  therefore  undergo  atomization, 


HgBr2(X  ,Ej>  ^  HgBr2(  1  'nu)  +  Hg( '  S)  +  2Br(2P) 

In  the  second  channel  the  HgBr2  molecules  are  excited  to  a  higher 

electronic  state  with  the  absorption  of  a  second  KrF  photon  and 
subsequently  are  decomposed  to  electronically  excited  HgBr(62E)  radicals 
and  Br(2P)  atoms 

v 

HgBr2(X  ^  HgBr2**  -  HgBrCB%)  ♦  Br(2P) 

Therefore,  the  formation  of  electronically  excited  HgBr  radicals  takes 
place  vie  the  latter  mechanism  of  two-photon  excitation. 

For  higher  laser  intensities  300  MW/cm2,  the  HgBr(B  +  X)  emission 
disappears  and  strong  Hg  emission  lines  are  observed.  Those  lines 

i 

correspond  to  the  transitions  (63D  ->■  63P)  (73P2->  73S  j )  and  (73Sj  -*•  63P) 


of  excited  Hg  atoms. 
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The  observed  emission  band  B  -►  X  of  HgBr  has  been  found  to  increase 
with  the  addition  of  an  inert  gas,  with  different  efficiency  depending  on 
the  nature  of  the  gas.  The  obtained  order  of  efficiency  was  N2<  Ar,  Xe  and 
Ne. 
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Figure  I:  Emission  band  B^e+X^e  of  HgBr  from  the  KrF  laser  photolysis  of 
HgBr 2  vapor  and  675  torr  of  Ar;  cell  temperature  is  100°C. 
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PICOSECOND  USER  FLUORESCENCE  STUDY  OF  THE  COLLISIONLESS  PHOTODISSOCIATION  OF 
NITROCOMPOUNDS  AT  266  tun. 

Jean-Claude  MIALOCQ  (CEA  -  CEN/SACUY,  IRDI/DESICP/DPC/SCM  UA  331  CNRS 
91191  GIF  aur  YVETTE  Cddex,  France)  and  John  C.  STEPHENSON  (National  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Molecular  Spectroscopy  Division,  Gaithersburg,  MD  20899,  USA) 


The  picosecond  UV  photodissociation  of  nitroalkanes  (R-NO,)  and  dimethyl- 
nitramine  (DMNA)  is  investigated  by  observing  excited  NO  *  fluorescence  and 
by  laser  induced  fluorescence  (LIF)  probing  of  ground  state  NO,  fragments. 
After  photolysis  by  picosecond  laser  pulses  at  266  nm,  efficient  monophotonic 
collision-free  photodissociation  of  R-NOj  (R  ■  CH-j,  C5H5,  n-C.H.  and  i-CqH^) 
or  DMNA  occurs  within  6  pa,  in  good  agreement  witn  calculatedJRRKM  lifetimes 
by  considering  that  these  electronically  excited  molecules  undergo  internal 
conversion  to  high  vibrational  levels  of  the  ground  electronic  state  followed 
by  a  statistical  vnimolecular  vibrational  predissociation. 

Formation  of  excited  N02*  from  DMNA  is  monophotonic  ;  for  nitromethane 
the  excited  NO?*  formation  is  much  less  efficient  and  increases  faster  than 
linearly  with  Increasing  energy  in  the  UV  pulse. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

The  laser  was  an  active-passive  mode- 
locked  Nd3*-YAC  oscillator-amplifier 
system  which  delivered  a  30  mJ  (1064  nra) 
single  pulse  at  10  Hz.  The  frequency 
doubled  532  nm  probe  pulse  was  31  ps 
duration  (FWHM)  as  monitored  by  a  streak 
camera.  After  frequency  doubling  the 
green  pulse,  the  266  nm  pump  was  separated 
from  the  optically  delayed  532  nm  probe 
pulse.  The  two  pulses  were  then  collinearly 
recombined  as  in  the  experiment  of 
fig,  1  -  Experimental  Setup  Goldberg  et  al  (1).  The  areas  of  the  green 

and  UV  laser  beams  were  estimated  to  be 
2.7  x  10  cm*  and  3  x  10  cm’  respectively.  Maximum  energies  of  200  pj  (UV) 
and  1.0  mJ  (green)  were  fairly  constant  from  pulse  to  pulse.  The  zero  time  delay 
between  the  pump  and  the  probe  pulses  was  determined  by  probing  with  532  nra  pulses 
the  photobleaching  of  rhodamine  6G  caused  by  the  266  nm  pulses.  RN02  or  DMNA 
contained  in  a  Tee  shaped  4  cm  diameter  glass  cell  equipped  with  three  fused  silica 
windows  were  excited  at  266  nm  and  the  N02  ground  stage  fragment  was  probed  by 
laser  induced  fluorescence  (LIF)  using  the  delayed  532  nm  pulse.  The  fluorescence 
emitted  in  the  observed  2  mm  long  interaction  region  was  collected,  spatially 
and  spectrally  (A  >  580  nm)  filtered  to  discriminate  against  scattered  laser 
light  and  analyzed  with  a  photomultiplier.  The  signal  was  averaged  with  a  boxcar 
averager-integrator,  the  50  ns  gate  being  scanned  over  the  N02*  decay  curve  in 
100  -  1000  seconds  according  to  the  nitrocompound  investigated.  N02  diluted  in 
argon  was  used  as  an  actinometer.  No  LIF  was  observed  when  this  mixture  was 
excited  at  266  nm  above  the  N02  dissociation  limit  (398  nm).  Under  532  nm 
excitation,  the  initial  N02*  fluorescence  was  proportional  to  the  gas  pressure 
and  to  the  laser  energy.  The  Stern-Volmer  plot  of  the  N02*  decay  rate  constant 
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versus  Che  pressure  is  a  scraighc  line.  The  estimation  of  the  NOj  quantum  yields 
is  based  on  the  courageous  hypothesis  that  the  532  nm  absorption  cross  section 
of  N02  is  the  same  for  thermal  and  photoproduct  N02» 


RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION 


The  fluorescence  signal 
from  NO2*  formed  by  266  nra 
photolysis  of  CH,N0, 
followed  by  J  2 
(tD  »  300ps)  532  nm 
LIE  probing  of  the  ground 
stage  NO2  photoproduct  is 
shown  in  Figure  2.  There 
is  a  266-only  component  of 
the  fluorescence  which  is 
about  5  X  of  the  value 
caused  by  the  532  ns. 

LIF  of  N02[2]. 


The  picosecond  kinetics  of  the  NO,  formation  follows  closely  that  of  the 
R-6G  photobleaching  observed  with  the2same  pump  and  probe  pulses  (figure  3) 
showing  that  the  photodissociation  occurs  within  6ps.  This  is  consistent  with 
our  RRKM  lifetimes  for  CH3NO2  (0.21  ps)  and  DMNA  (6  ps)  calculated  from  literature 
Arrhenius  A  factors  and  Vibrational  frequencies  [2]. 

The  fluorescence  signal  from  NO,*  formed  by  266  nm  photolysis  of  DMNA  and 
532  nm  probing  is  shown  in  Figure  42[3]. 

The  quantum  yields  of  ground  stage  NO,  and  excited  NO  *  formation  are 
gathered  in  table,  1  [2,3J.  2  2 


no2 

no2* 

CH3N02 

0.17  -  0.11 

-3 

<  10  J 

DMNA 

0.13  <  0  <  0.95 

0.02  <  0  <  0.12 

Table  I  -  Quantum  yields  of  NO,  and  NO,*  formation  in 

the  photolysis  of  2  ClLjNO^and  DMNA  at  266  nra. 


E16 


Fig.  4  -  LIF  signal  as  a  function 

of  tine  after  punp  and  probe 
excitation  of  DMNA  using 
50  pJ  (266  nm)  and  350  pJ  (532  nn) 
energies. 


Fig.  3  -  Photobleaching  kinetics 
of  a  R-6G  solution  at 
532  nm.  N02*  LIF  formation 
kinetics  (lower  curve). 


In  dimethylni tramine,  efficient  monophotonic  N02*  formation  is  due  to  the 
greater  available  energy  after  the  N-NO.  bond  breaking  (D(N-NO^)  »  44.1  kcal/mole, 
D(C-N02)  *  58.5  kcal/mole).  In  the  RN02  under  Study,  the  efficiency  of  ground 
stage  N02  formation  does  not  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  alkyl  group. 
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Abstract i 

The  photodissociation  of  I2M  van  der  Waal?  clusters  is  studied  at  several 
wavelenghts  above  the  B  state  dissociation  limit  with  M  =  He,  Ne,  Ar,  Kr  and 
Xe.  The  I2  product  vibrational  state  distributions  are  obtained  by  measuring 
the  dispersed  B  -*■  X  fluorescence  and  analysing  the  resulting  spectra.  Excita¬ 
tion  above  the  B  state  dissociation  limit  leads  to  significantly  different 
reaction  dynamics  compared  to  excitation  of  the  bound  levels  of  the  B  state 
studied  previously.  Among  others  the  recoil  energies  of  the  I2  and  M  fragments 
are  much  larger,  and  the  distributions  of  rovibrat ional  states  in  the  I2 
product  are  much  wider  in  the  present  experiments.  For  the  five  rare  gases 
studied,  the  photodissociation  of  I2Af  leada  to  the  smallest  amount  of  relative 
translational  energy  in  the  products,  in  contradiction  with  recent  quasi- 
classical  trajectory  calculations.  The  fragment  recoil  energy  does  not  vary' 
strongly  with  the  excitation  wavelength. 


E18  • 


VIBRATIONAL  AND  ELECTRONIC  COLLISIONAL  RELAXATION  OF 
c2(d3n  g,  v')  AND  ( C 3 II  ,  V)  STATES 

P.  Bartolome,  H.  Castillejo,  J.M.  Figuera  and  M.  Martin.  Ints 
de  Quimica  Fisica  "Rocaaolano" ,  CSIC,  Serrano  119,  28006  Ma¬ 
drid,  Spain. 


The  collisional  processes  oF  the  two  3,3  11 
the  diatomic  carbon  molecule,  are  studied  for  Xe, 
collision  partners. 


'states  oF 
9 

N^  and  0^  a 


The  C3  II  and  d3n  g  fragments  are  produced  in  the  ArF 
laser  multiphoton  dissociation  of  vynil  chloride  or  vynil  bro 
mide  (1)  and  their  fluorescence  spectra  are  recorded  in  the 
presence  of  different  pressures  of  the  above  collisional  ga¬ 
ses  . 


In  the  presence  of  N2,  population  transfer  from  the 
higher  to  the  lower  vibrational  levels  is  observed  to  compete 
with  rotational  relaxation  within  each  vibrational  state. 


For  Xe  as  the  collision  partner,  a  rate  constant  in 

reasonable  agreement  with  previously  measured  values  (2),  is 

obtained  for  the  electronic  relaxation  oF  the  d3II  state, 

9 

this  value  being  moderately  dependent  upon  the  vibrotional 
quantum  number.  , 


More  than  twice  faster  rote  constant  is  measured  for 
the  electronic  quenching  by  02,  with  no  measurable  dependence 
on  vibrational  excitation.  Foster  rate  constants  (about  1.5 
timo3  faster)  ore  obtained  for  electronic  relaxation  of  the 
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observed  levels  of  the  C*  II  state,  and  the  fastest  relaxation 

9 

rate  is  obtained  for  Xe,  which  quenches  the  C^n  ^  state  at 
nearly  every  collision. 
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The  collisional  quenching  of  Ca(4s3d(  *  D2))  by  H2  and  D2. 


by  David  Husain  and  Gareth  Roberts. 
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The  collisional  behaviour  of  the  low-lying,  optically  metastable  states  of  the  alkaline  earth  metal 
atoms,  Mg,  Ca  and  Sr  (nsnp(3Pj))  in  the  gas  phase,  has  received  considerable  attention  during 
recent  years  from  both  a  theoretical  and  experimental  point  of  view.  Characterisation  of  the  rate 
of  removal  of  these  atomic  states  by  H2  and  D2  in  particular,  is  of  special  interest  for  both 
quantitative  and  qualitative  description  of  the  appropriate  potential  hypersurfaces  involving  the 
triatomic  species  MH2  and  MD2,  as  such  systems  are  clearly  most  amenable  to  theoretical 
investigation.  In  our  laboratory,  we  have  recently  determined  the  temperature  dependence  of  these 
removal  processes  for  Ca(43Pj)  and  Sr(53Pj)  [1,2],  following  the  earlier  studies  of  Dreckenridge 
and  co-workers  on  Mg(33Pj)  +  1I2,  D2  [3,4],  and  have  employed  the  results  to  differentiate 
between  the  competing  roles  of  physical  energy  transfer  and  chemical  reaction.  Simandiras  and 
Handy  have  carried  out  ab  initio  calculations  of  the  potential  hypersurface  for  the  Ca(43Pj)  +  H2 
reaction  [5],  and  have  concluded  that  the  activation  energy  is  not  significantly  higher  (<  5  kj 
mol'*)  than  the  reaction  endoergicity,  in  support  of  our  earlier  kinetic  observations. 

In  this  paper,  we  report  an  investigation  of  the  collisional  removal  of  Ca(4s3d(*D2)),  2.709  eV 
above  the  ground  state  [6],  by  H2  and  D2  over  the  temperature  range  750  -  1100  K.  Ca(4*D2) 
atoms  were  generated  in  a  slow-flow  system  by  direct  optical  excitation  at  X  -  457.5  nm  via  the 
weak  electric-quadrupole  allowed  transition  Ca(4sid(*D2))  <-  Ca(4s2(*S0))  using  a  pulsed  dye- 
laser.  The  subsequent  time-resolved  emission  at  this  resonance  wavelength  was  optically  isolated 
and  monitored  photoelectrical ly  with  boxcar  integration. 

The  pseudo  fust-order  decay  coefficient  representing  overall  removal  of  Ca(4*D2)  by  all 
processes  may  be  written: 

k’  "  ^nm  +  P^He  +  kH2^H2l  (') 

,  with  an  analogous  expression  for  D2.  The  terms  on  the  right  hand  side  of  equation  (i)  represent 
removal  by  spontaneous  emission,  diffusion  and  collisional  quenching  respectively.  At  a  given 
temperature  and  pressure  of  helium  buffer  gas  equation  (i)  becomes: 

k’  -  K  +  kH2(H2]  (ii) 

where  K  is  fixed  for  a  series  of  decay  measurements  in  which  |I12]  or  [D2]  is  varied  at  a  given 
temperature  and  constant  total  pressure.  Absolute  second-order  rate  constants  for  the  collisional 
removal  of  Ca(4*D2)  atoms  by  Il2  and  D2,  as  determined  from  equation  (ii),  are  accurately 
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described  by  the  following  Arrhenius  expressions: 

k|j^  -  (5.5  *  x  10'*®.  exp(-14.4  ?  1.3  kJ  mol'*)  cm®  molecule'*  s'* 

RT 

and, 

kp^  «■  (3.9  *  0.4)  x  10'*®.  exp(-22.2  *  0.8  kJ  mol'*)  cm®  molecule'*  s'* 

RT 

The  activation  energies  so  derived  can  be  considered  within  the  framework  of  chemical  removal 
to  yield  electronic  and  vibrational  ground  state  CaH  and  CaD  plus  H(D)(2Sj/2): 

AH/kJ  mol'*  [6,7] 

Ca(4*D2)  +  H2  ->  CaH(X2£+,  v"-0)  +  H  56.7 

Ca(4*D2)  +  D2  -»  CaD(X2£+,  v"-0)  +  D  ^12.3 

Thus  the  ptescnt  results  are  seen  to  be  consistent  with  the  hypothesis  that  removal  of  the 
metastable  atomic  state  by  both  isotopic  species  is  dominated  by  a  chemical  pathway  in  which 
there  is  a  small  energy  barrier  over  and  above  the  reaction  endoergicities  yielding  the  ground  state 
diatomic  hydride  or  deuteride.  These  measurements  do  not  permit  isolation  of  any  quenching 
pathway,  however  minor,  involving  removal  of  Ca(4*D2)  by  physical  energy  transfer.  Finally  in 
this  context,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  our  earlier  study  of  the  quenching  of  Ca(4®Pj)  by  H2 
and  D2  yielded  activation  energies  for  total  removal  which  were  also  found  to  be  in  close 
agreement  with  the  appropriate  reaction  endoergicities  [1). 

The  Arrhenius  pre-exponential  factors  also  support  a  model  based  upon  chemical  removal  of 
the  metastable  state,  as  seen  froth  symmetry  arguments  employing  the  weak  spin-orbit  coupling 
approximation.  We  have  previously  observed  that  the  pre-exponential  factors  for  Ca(4®Pj)  +  H2, 
D2  are  in  reasonable  agreement  with  calculated  collision  numbers,  in  accord  with  a  direct 
correlation  between  Ca(4®Pj)  +  H2(D2)  and  CaIl(D)(X2£+)  +  H(D)  via  a  surface  of  ®A* 
symmetry  [1],  Hence  the  significantly  lower  pre-exponential  factors  determined  for  the  Ca(4*D2) 
+  H2,  D2  reactions  may  be  presumed  to  reflect  the  occurrance  of  non-adiabatic  transitions  on  the 
chemical  pathways  connecting  the  reactants  with  ground  state  products. 
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Collisional  Elec t ronic  Quenching  of  OH (A  E  )  Radio a 1 


A.  Vegiri*,  S.C.  Farantos+,  P.  Papagiannakopoulos+,  and 
C.  Fotakis*. 

Research  Center  of  Crete,  Institute  of  Electronic  Structure 
and  Laser, 

Iraklion,  Crete,  Greece. 

Abstract 

Recent  kinetic  studies  of'OH(A2E  +  )  colliding  with  CO, 

lI2°  and  N2  have  shown  the  dependence  of  the  decay  efficiencies 

on  the  rotational  quantum  mumber  N  of  the  diatom  flj.  In 

order  to  understand  the  quenching  and  energy  transfer  mechanisms 

of  these  systems  we  carry  out  quantum  chemistry  calculationsf 2] . 

The  potential  energy  surfaces  for  the  ground  and  excited 

states  of  OH  with  He  and  CO  are  constructed.  The  potentials 

of  He  +  OH  (X  n,  A  2  )  are  found  to  be  repulsive  but  with 

interesting  topology.  Interaction  potential  of  OH  with  CO 

are  under  investigation. 
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COLL  IS  IONAL  QUENCHING  OF  01I(A2E+,  v'-O)  BY  NII3  FROM  250-1400K 

Jay  B.  Jeffries,  Richard  A.  Copeland,  and  David  R.  Crosley 
SRI  International,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94025 

9  + 

The  rate  constant  for  collisional  removal  of  the  v'*>0  level  of  the  A4E 
excited  state  of  the  Oil  radical  by  NH3  is  measured  over  the  temperature  range 
250-1400  K.  The  variation  of  this  rate  with  collider  temperature  provides 
more  insight  into  the  mechanism  than  does  just  the  magnitude  of  the  rate  at  a 
single  temperature.  When  long  range  attractive  forces  are  important,  the 
cross  section  decreases  as  the  relative  translational  energy  Increases.  When 
such  a  cross  section  is  averaged  over  a  thermal  distribution  of  velocities,  it 
will  decrease  with  increasing  temperature.  We  examine  the  temperature 
dependence  of  quenching  rate  constants,  kg,  for  Oil  colliding  with  HH31  o 
quencher  with  a  permanent  dipole  moment  which  generates  a  large  dipole-dipole 
attractive  term  in  the  interaction  potential.  The  temperature  dependence 
observed  is  consistent  with  a  quenching  mechanism  dominated  by  long  range 
attractive  forces. 

Two  different  experimental  apparatus  were  used  to  cover  the  range  250  to 
1400  K.  Between  840  and  1425  K  the  laser  pyrolysis/laser  fluorescence  (LP/LF) 
technique ^  is  used,  and  at  255  and  300  K  the  experiments  are  performed  in  a 
fast  flow  reactor.4  The  LP/LF  technique  uses  a  pulsed  CO2  laser  to  irradiate 
a  slowly  flowing  mixture  of  bath  gas  (N2  or  CF^),  infrared  absorber  (SFg), 
radical  precursor  ( 1*2 ®2 ^ »  an<*  9uencher  (NH3).  Some  of  the  IR  energy  is 
absorbed  by  the  SFg  and  collisional  energy  transfer  heats  the  entire  irradi¬ 
ated  volume  to  a  temperature  determined  by  the  CO2  laser  pulse  energy  and  the 
ratio  of  infrared  absorber  to  bath  gas.  The  low  pressure  flow  reactor2  uses 
Ar  buffer  gas;  a  microwave  discharge  in  the  flow  reactor  generates  hydrogen 
atoms  from  the  H2  impurity  present  in  the  Ar,  and  OH  is  produced  from  II  + 

N02"  In  both  apparatus,  laser-induced  fluorescence  is  used  to  measure  a  rota¬ 
tional  temperature  of  the  OH. 

At  room  temperature  the  magnitude  of  the  electronic  quenching  of 
0H(A2E+,v'“0)  varies  with  rotational  level  in  the  A-state.  Observed  by 
McDermid  and  Laudenslager^  for  quenching  by  N2  and  0^,  this  phenomenon  has 
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measured  for  a  more  extensive  set  of  rotational  levels  and  collision  partners 
to  include  NH3 That  investigation^  showed  that  k(j  decreases  as  the  rota¬ 
tional  quantum  number  N'  is  increased;  this  produces  a  variation  of  the 
observed  quenching  rate  for  different  rotational  population  distributions  in 
the  A-state.  In  both  our  high  and  low  temperature  apparatus ,  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  bath  gas  to  produce,  by  colllsional  transfer,  a  thermal  rotational  popu¬ 
lation'  distribution  in  the  excited  A^E+  state.  Neither  Ar  or  CF^  is  an  effi¬ 
cient  quencher  of  the  electronic  state,  but  each  is  an  effective  collision 
partner  for  rotational  relaxation  of  the  molecules  from  the  single  rotational 
level  initially  excited  into  a  thermal  population  distribution.  The  flow 
measurements  are  done  in  8  Torr  of  Ar  and  the  LP/LF  measurements  made  between 
15  and  AO  Torr  of  CF^/SFg  mixture.  Both  model  calculations  and  diagnostic 
experiments  varify  that  the  quenching  rates  are  obtained  for  a  thermal  distri- 
bution  of  rotational  level  populations  of  the  A  I  state  as  well  as  a  thermal 
distribution  of  collision  velocities. 

To  measure  the  quenching  rate,  light  from  a  pulsed,  frequency-doubled  dye 
laser  excites  the  Oil  molecules  to  a  specific  rotational  level  in  the  A^E+, 
v'-O  state.  Following  excitation  we  monitor  the  temporal  evolution  of  the 
total  fluorescence.  By  examining  the  pressure  dependence  of  the  fluorescence 
decay,  we  obtain  the  quenching  rate  constant  and  the  thermally  averaged  cross 
section,  oq51cq/<v>,  where  <v>  is  the  average  relative  collision  velocity.  The 
eleven  measurements  (•)  of  the  thermally  averaged  cross  section  between  255 
and  1425  K  are  plotted  versus  temperature  in  Fig.  1.  Two  Important  results 
are  evident  from  the  data.  First,  the  quenching  cross  section,  thermally 
averaged  over  the  rotational  level  distribution  and  collision  velocity, 
decreases  roughly  a  factor  of  two  between  300  and  900  K.  Second  there  is  no 
observable  change  in  the  value  of  oq  between  850  and  1A00  K. 

The  temperature  dependence'  of  Oq  contains  two  distinct  contributions. 
First,  «q  may  depend  on  relative  collision  velocity.  The  attractive  inter¬ 
actions  are  modeled-*  by  a  multipole  expansion;  the  dashed  line  in  Fig.  1  is 
the  temperature  dependence  of  <jq  as  calculated  by  this  model.  Second,  because 
Oq  decreases  as  N1  Increases,  a  rotationally  averaged  Oq  will  decrease  as  the 
temperature  Increases  because  the  population  in  the  excited  A^E+  state  shifts 
toward  higher  N* .  With  the  assumption  that  the  variation  of  quenching  cross 
section  with  rotational  level  is  independent  of  temperature,  we  use  the  data 
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from  Ref.  4  to  calculate  this  effect.  The  dotted  line  in  Fig.  1  shows  the 
variation  in  predicted  from. only  the  rotational  level  dependence. 

The  solid  line  in  Fig.  1  is  the  prediction  of  oq  from  the  combination  of 
the  rotational  level  dependence  and  the  attractive  forces  model.  The  calcula¬ 
tion  predicts  a  slightly  greater  temperature  variation  than  we  observed  over 
the  entire  temperature  range  studied.  In  the  high  temperature  region  (850- 
1400  K),  the  measured  Oq  remains  constant  while  the  model  predicts  a  20% 
decrease.  Nonetheless,  the  comparison  between  model  and  measured  <jq  repre¬ 
sents  surprisingly  good  agreement  for  such  a  simple  model.  The  data  indicate 
that  the  quenching  mechanism  is  dominated  by  attractive  forces  in  the  tempera¬ 
ture  range  250-1400  K. 

This  work  was  supported  by  the  Division  of  Basic  Energy  Sciences  of  the 
Department  of  Energy. 
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Figure  1.  Temperature  depen¬ 
dence  of  the  cross  section  for 
quenching  of  (A^E+,  v’«0)  Oil  by 
NH3.  'Solid  symbols  are  the  pre¬ 
sent  DP/LP  (•)  and  flow  reactor 
(■)  measurements.  The  open 
squares  are  the  previous  LP/LF 
results  (Ref.  5)  and  the  open 
circle,  the  rotationally  and 
thermally  averaged  value  as  com¬ 
puted  from  the  state-specific 
cross  sections  (Ref.  4).  The 
lines  are  calculated  values,  all 
normalized  to  the  experimental 
value  at  300K. 
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Abstract 

The  ion-pair  states  o£  the  halogens  present  an  interesting 
challenge  to  the  spectroscopist.  They  are  difficult  to  observe 
using  conventional  techniques  due  to  both  unfavourable  Franck- 
Condon  factors  from  the  ground  state  to  low  vibrational  levels 
and  also  because  the  Franck-Condon  accessible  regions  are 
dominated  by  strong  transitions  to  Rydberg  states.  However,  as 
these  Rydberg  states  are  often  strongly  predissociated  they  are 
not  observed  in  fluorescence  and  thus  by  observing  fluorescence 
excitation  spectra  the  ion-pair  states  can  often  be  studied  in 
the  absence  of  overlapping  transitions  to  Rydberg  states  (1], 

We  present  in  Figure  1  the  fluorescence  excitation  spectrum 
for  XC1  in  the  150-190  nm  region  recorded  using  synchrotron 
radiation.  Fluorescence  from  the  first  optically  accessible 
ion-pair  state  of  IC1  is  excited  in  the  170-190  nm  region.  When 
fluorescence  excited  in  this  region  is  dispersed  we  obtain  a 
spectrum  with  the  characteristic  oscillatory  continuum  structure, 
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typical  of  the  emission  from  higher  vibrational  levels  of 
ion-pair  states  [2],  Between  160  nm  and  170  nm  in  the 
fluorescence  excitation  spectrum  we  see  a  second,  highly 
structured,  fluorescence  system  which  is  probably  the  result  of 
the  interaction  between  a  Rydberg  state  and  an  ion-pair  state. 

As  well  as  direct  fluorescence  excitation  spectra,  we  have 
also  recorded  action  spectra  for  both  XeCl  (  B1 2 3  £  j /2  )'  and 
XeI(B2J:1/2)  formation  using  synchrotron  radiation  to  excite  Id 
in  the  presence  of  excess  xenon,  see  Figure  2.  We  find  that  the 
formation  of  XeCl<  B2£ j /2 )  ,  which  is  thermodynamically  feasible 
for  A  <  200  nm  [3],  occurs  throughout  both  the  160-170  nm  and 
1  70-190  nm  systems  whereas  Xel ( B2£  j /2)  is  formed  only  when  the 
160-170  nm  system  is  excited. 

Further  work  on  both  the  IC1  fluorescence  excitation  spectra 
and  the  XeI(B2£i/2)  and  XeCl ( B2  /2 )  action  spectra  will  be 
reported  at  the  conference. 
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gure  1  Fluorescence  excitation  spectrum  for  ICl 
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Figure  2  Xel (Q)  fluorescence  excitation  from  reaction 
of  excited  ICl  with  excess  xenon. 


QUENCHING  OF  N03*(2E')  BV  Nj.  A  POTENTIAL 
PHOTOCHEMICAL  SOURCE  OF  N20. 

K.G.  Pettrich,  F.  Ewig  and  R.  Zellner 
Institut  fUr  Physikalische  Chemie,  UniversitMt 
Gdttingen,  34oo  Gdttingen,  FRG 


The  origin  of  atmospheric  N20  is  almost  exclusively  at  the 
earth's  surface.  In-situ  photochemical  sources  in  the  troposphere 
and  stratosphere  are  presently  unknown.  However,  recent  evidence 
obtained  in  our  laboratory  suggests  that  a  significant  -source 
of  Np  may  arise  from  the  reaction. 

(1)  N03’,(A2E')  +  N2(X1£.g+)  NjOtX1  Z.*)  4-  N02(X2A1) 

where  the  2E ' -state  of  N03  is  produced  upon  excitation  of  N03 
2  * 

(X  A  )  by  solar  radiation  at  wavelength  between  620-700  nm. 

i 

Reaction  (1)  is  exothermic  by  134  kJ/mol  and  spin  as  well  as 
orbital  symmetry  allowed.  However,  it  will  be  in  strong 
competition  with  the  simple  energy  transfer  reaction  which  is 
usually  assumed  to  dominate  collisional  electronic  quenching. 
Direct  measurements  of  the  NjO  yield  are  in  progress  and  their 
result  will  be  presented  at  the  meeting. 
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THE  ELECTRON  SWARM  METHOD  AS  A  TOOL  TO  INVESTIGATE 
THE  THREE-BODY  ELECTRON  ATTACHMENT  PROCESSES 

I .Szamrel ,  I.Chrzgicik  and  M.ForyS 

Chemistry  Department,  Agricultural  and  Teachers  Univeraity, 
08-110  Siedlce.  POLAND 


In  the  recent  years  a  large  body  of  evidence  has  been 
collected  which  demonstrates  the  importance  of  the  three-body 
processes  in  the  electron  capture  in  the  gas  phase.  The  elec¬ 
tron  swarm  method  has  been  widely  used  to  investigate  elec¬ 
tron  attachment.  However  up  to  date  was  scarcely  applied  to 
the  important  class  of  the  three  body  processes  especially 
those  where  the  two  molecules  of  the  electron  scavenger  take 
a  part  in  the  reaction1^.  This  contribution  was  aimed  to  deve¬ 
lop  the  approach  which  enables  one  to  measure  rate  constants 
for  such  processes  which  occur  at  thermal  energies. 

Tho  swarm  chamber  has  been  built  basing  on  the  experience 
of  authors  from  Christophorou 's  laboratory  and  tho  technical 
details  are  essentially  similar. 

Carbon  dioxide  was  used  as  a  diluent  gas  with  wide  range 
of  the  thermal  equilibrium  region.  To  resolve  the  drift  velo¬ 
city  /W/  problem  in  the  presence  of  higher  concentrations  of 
scavengers  /M/  the  reaction  of  electron  capture  by  S?6  was 
applied. 

First,  the  ko+gp  *  3.1x10  cm-«molec;  *s  w as  measured 

in  C02  to  be  constant  over  the  0.3-0. 9  V-Torr  *s  4  of  E/P 
using  W  from  rof.l.  Then  an  electron  attachment  coefficient 
/c</  for  SFg  was  measured  in  different  M-C02  mixturos  and  W 
was  determined  as  W  »  k/ol  .  The  results  are  shown  in  Fig.l. 
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Fig.i  The  influence  of  the 
scavengers  concentration  on 
the  drif  t  velocity  in  COg  at 
E/P=»  0.5  VTorr"1‘Cm’1. 

O  -  CH3Br 
•  -  HBr 

©  -  h2s 


It  is  seen  that  W  changes  strongly  at  lowest  concentrations  of 
admixtures  and  then  is  practically  constant  over  the  two-four- 
fold  changes  in  prossuro  used  in  furthor  experiment.  Also  the 
changes  are  not  very  3pocifl.c  owing  to  similar  polarity  of  the 
admixtures. 
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Pig  .2' .Throe-body  rate 

constants  for  HBr  and  HC1 

vs.  scavenger  concentrate 

inns  at  E/P=  0.5 

O  "  Pro  *  300  Torr 
2 

#  -  prn  ■  750  Torr 
2 


Next  thoe/ values  have  been  moaoured  for  CHjBr,  HgS,  HBr  and 
HC1.  The  k  values  were  calculated  using  W  shown  in  Fig.i.  The 
example  results  ore  given  in  Fig. 2.  As  in  the  case  of  SFg  the 
k  values  were  constant  over  the  whole  range  of  used  E/P  which 
means  that  the  investigated  reactions  are  the  thermal  ones. 

As  it  is  known  from  our2/  0nd  Armstrong’s3^  works  by  gommn 
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radiolysis  method  compounds  enlisted  above  tend  to  accept 
thermal  electrons  in  more  then  two-body  reactions.  Thus,  the 
proper  orders  wore  determined  by  changing  consecutively  pressu- 
•res  of  the  participant  gases.  The  results  in  Table  1  show  that 
exept  CHjBr  all  the  processes  are  of  the  third  order  with  C02 
or  HgS  acting  as  the  third  body.  This  suggested  that  neutral 
van  der  Waals  molecules  can  possibly  be  involved  in  the  reac¬ 
tion. 

Table  1.  The  rate  constants  for  the  electron  capture  reactions. 


Reaction 

k/cm6*  molecule*"3^”1 2 3 4/ 

this  work 

literature 

e“  +  CH3Br  * 

6.5xlO“12 

l.OxlO-9  4a/,7X10~12  4t 
3.6xlO"12  4c/ 

o"  +  2H2S 

5.0xl(T33 

1.9il.OxlO~32  & 

e”  +  HBr  +  C02 

l.OxlCT30 

e"  +  HC1  +  C02 

2.2xlO”32 

h  two  body  rate  constant 
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THE  ROLE  OF  VAN  OER  WAALS  DIMERS  IN  THE  ELECTRON 
CAPTURE  PROCESSES 

I .Szamrel ,  I.Chrzgdcik  and  M.Foryd 

Chemistry  Department,  Agricultural  and  Teachers  University, 
08-110  Siedlce,  POLAND 


The  gamma  radiolysis  of  the  low  pressure  hydrogen 
sulphide-methyl  bromide  mixturos  has  been  used  as  a  method  to 
investigate  the  three-body  olectron  capture  processes  in  the 
gas  phase.  Xenon  has  been  chosen  as  a  diluent  gas  as  its  abil¬ 
ity  to  stabilize  negative  ions  in  a  three-particles  encounter 
is  known  to  be  very  low  while  the  equilibrium  constant  for  for 
motion  of  VdW  dimers  is  comparable  with  that  for  molecular  con 
etituent. 

The  concentration  of  the  final  product,  methane,  was  measu 
red  gas-chromatograf ically.  A  strong  dependence  of  the  rate  of 
formation  of  negative  ions  on  the  xenon  and  hydrogen  sulphide 
total  pressure  has  been  obsorved. 

On  this  basis  the  following  set  of  reactions  has  been 


proposed. 

H2s  .  H2s  (h2s)2  /V 

CH3Br  +  H2S  . . - . -  ¥  (CH38r*H2S)  /2/ 

CH^Br  +  Xe  ■; - >  (CHjBr'Xe)  /3/ 

e"  +  (H2S)2  ►  (H2S)2  /  4/ 

e~  +  (CH^Br  *H„S)y - ' - »  (CHjBr  ^s)""  /5/ 

e-  +  (CH  ^3r  »Xe)  £ - ±  (CH^Br'Xe)"*  /6/ 


©  + 


(CHjBr-HgS )“*  +  M 


Products 
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CH . 


e“  +  (CH^Br'Xe)”*  +  M'  - >  Products 


CH. 


n/ 

/a/ 


where  M  is  the  total  concentration  of  the  molecular  compo¬ 
nents.  The  rate  constants  for  the  formation  of  the  double 
negative  ions  have  been  calculated.  They  are  equal  to 
(ataJxlO'11  cm3«molecule“'*,*s”1  for  (HgS)"  and  (6i3)xlCf20 
em6»molecule"’3>s"'1  and  (8i4)xlO""20  cm0.molecule~3*s~^  for 
(CH^Br'HgS)"  Bnd  (CH3Br*Xe)“,molecules ,  respectively. 

Three-body  kinetics  of  electron  capture  by  H^S  at  low 
hydrogen  sulphide  pressures  shows  that  reaction  (4)  gives 
the  stable  (HgSj"  dimer  ion,  which  does  not  decompose  as  any 
such  process  should  lead  to  hydrogen  production,  which  was 
not  observed.  It  is  rather  striking  behaviour  as  it  is  un¬ 
likely  to  other  known  dimer  ions.  The  observed  kinetics 
excludes  also  the  electron  transfer  from  (H„s)“  or  (h  S  )" 
to  CH^Br  as  it  would  lead  to  CH^  production  and,  in  consequ- 
enoea,  independence  of  G(CH4)  on  CH^Br  concentration  in  the 
CH^Br-HgS  mixture. 

The  dependence  of  the  rote  of  CH^  production  on  the 
([HgSj  +  [Xe])term  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  VdW  (CH^Br^Xe) 
and  (GHjBr'HgS)  molecules  are  responsible  for  the  CH^  produc¬ 
tion  in  electron  capture  processes  by  CH^Br.  Otherwise  tho 
unlikely  supposition  should  have  been  made  that  the  effecti¬ 
veness  of  Xe  and  HgS  in  stabilizing  the  excited  dimer  ion  is 
nearly  equal.  If  the  first  statement  is  true,  the  used  method 


appears  to  bo  a  new  one  to  distinguish  between  Bioch-Brad- 
bury  and  VdW  molecules  ways  of  formation  of  dimer  negative 
ions  in  the  case  when  stabilizing  efficiency  of  the  species 
differs  strongly  while  the  equilibrium  constants  are  simi- 
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Reactions  of  lon-palr  states  of  Clg 

E.  Hontzopoulos  '  and  C.  Fotakis' 
Institute  of  Electronic  Structure  and  Laser 
Research  Center  of  Crete 
P.0.  Box  1527,  Irakllo,  Crete,  Greece 


Chemiluminescent  reactions  between  the  D('SU)  lon-palr  state 
of  molecular  halogens  and  noble  gas  atoms  have  recently 
received  great  attention  {1,2)  .  Fluorescence  from  this 

state  and  Intramolecular  energy  transfer  leading  eventually 

3 

to  the  population  of  the  lowest  lon-palr  state  D'(  flgg  )  are 
competitive  to  reaction  and  have  been  studied  In  some 
detail.  The  reactivity  of  the  D'  state  of  Brg  has  also  been 
studied  [ 3 ] .  In  the  present  work  lon-palr  states  of  CI2 
having  a  "gerade"  parity  are  populated  directly  and 
selectively  In  a  two-photon  excitation  process  from  the 
ground  state,  by  means  of  a  narrow-band  tunable  KrF  laser. 
Evidence  for  relaxation  processes  and  chemiluminescent 
reactions,  which  are  observed  In  the  presence  of  Ar,  Kr  and 
Xe  will  be  presented  and  compared  to  those  obtal.ned  In 
single  photon  excitation  for  the  D(^Z  )  halogen  state. 
Reaction  rates  are  found  to  be  fast,  corresponding  to  a 
magnitude  of  several  times  the  hard  sphere  collision  cross 
sections.  This  will  be  Interpreted  on  the  basis  of  a 
harpooning  mechanism.  Finally,  data  will  be  presented  for 
the  reaction  of  lon-palr  states  of  Clg  with  various 


hydrocarbons . 
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The  association  reactions  of  NO*  with  NO  and  N2  in  N2  carrier  gas 

Rudolf  R.  Burke*  and  Ian  McLaren*\  LPCE,  CNRS,  45071  Orleans  Cedex  2 
*  now  at  PM1,  USMG  &  UA  844  du  CNPS,  CNS-CNET,  BP  98,  38243  MEYLAN  CEDEX 
**  now  at  Department  of  Chemistry,  Howard  University,  Washington,  D.C. 20059 

The  LPCE  supersonic  flowing  afterglow  permits  the  study  of 
association  reactions  between  120  and  180  K,  and  from  0.4  to  0.8  mmPlg.  For 
five  temperatures  and  three  pressures,  the  loss  rate  of  NO*  :■  -  d[NO*)/dt  - 
k*[NO*)was  measured  as  a  function  of  NO  addition.  The  pseudo-first-order 

rate  constant  is  a  linear  function  of  [NOl  with  a  positive  intercept  :  k*  - 
k*N2  +  k^NO^O].  The  slope  k^Q  yields  information  on  the  NO*  +  NO  -* 

NO*(NO)  association  and  the  intercept  k*jvj2  on  the  NO*  +  N2  -• 

NO*(N2)association  (the  NO*(N2)  cluster  is  scavenged  by  the  NO*(No)  +  NO  -* 

NO*(NO)  +  N2  switch).  The  energy  transfer  mechanism  -(ETM)  for  association 
reactions  predicts  k^j^jQ  "  ^^N0^2^>  ^ul  **'e  experimental  results  give  k^Q 
ot  If  third-order  is  imposed  on  the  data,  one  obtains  k^jqo  “ 

4  x  10“^  (150/T)®1'*  molecule-^  cm®  s“*.  Extrapolation  to  300  K.  yields  the 
value  reported  by  Kebarle. 

The  intercept  k*jyj2  is  independent  of  IN2],  whereas  the  ETM  predict* 
k'jyjo  "  *s^NoI^2^-  Furthermore,  k^[yj2  “  6  x  10^  s-*  is  independent  of 

temperature.  The  mechanism  proposed  to  account  for  the  experimental  data 
consists  of  chemical  activation  (ca)  NO*  +  N2  -•  NO*(N2)*,  and  radiative 

stabilisation  (is)  NO*(N2)*  -*  NO*(N2)  +  hv  in  competition  with  efficient 

collisional  dissociation  (cd)  NO*(N2)’  +  N2  -♦  NO*  +  2N2.  Applying  the 

quasi-stationary-state  approximation,  one  obtains  k1^  “  ^rs^ca^cd’  antl 

k*N2  “  krsif  kca  >»  kc{j.  This  mechanism  implies  a  slow  unimolecular 

decomposition  (ud)  NO*(N2)*  -*  NO*  +  N2  with  kucj  <<  107  s-*. 


HOT  ATOMS  IN  IONOSPHERE 


I. K. Larin  and  V.L.Talrose 

Institute  of  Chemical  Physics  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  the  USSR,  Moscow,  US.SR 


Mechanisms  and  processes  of  hot  atoms  formation  in 
ionosphere  and  their  possible  effect  on  chemical  composition  of 
ionosphere  are  discussed.  The  following  processes  are  considered 
to  be  the  sources  of  hot  atoms:  photodissociation,  dissociative 
recombination  and  precipitation  of  energotio  ions  of  H+  and  0+ 
in  high-latitudinal  and  medium-latitudinal  ionosphere. 

In  particular  it  is  shown  that  under  conditions  of  magnetic 
storm  flows  of  hot  oxygen  atoms  formed  as  a  result  of  a  charge 
transfer  of  energetic  0+  ions  on  oxygen  atoms,  may  increase 
nitrogen  oxide  content  in  upper  ionosphere  of  high  latidudes  by 
3-4  orders  as  compared  with  undisturbed  conditions. 

Possible  effect  of  the  processes  with  hot  atoms  participation 
on  ionic  composition  and  total  content  of  charged  particles  in 
ionosphere  are  analyzed. 
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The  Chemistry 
Reactions  Ha  +  0^ 


of  Sodium  in  the  Mesosphere:  Absolute  Rates  of  the 
- >  NaO  +  02  and  NaO  +  0  - >  Ha  (2PJ(  2S^2)  +  f>2 


by 


J.M.C.  Plane,  Rosenstiel  School  of  Marine  and  Atmospheric  Science,  University 
of  Miami,  4600  Rickenbacker  Causeway,  Miami,  FL  33149-1098,  U.S.A. 

D.  Husain,  Department  of  Physical  Chemistry,  University  of  Cambridge, 
Lensfield  Rd.,  Cambridge,  CB2  1EP,  U.R. 

P.  Marshall,  Department  of  Chemical  Engineering  and  Environmental  Engineering, 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  NY  12180,  U.S.A. 


The  reactions 


Na  +  02 - >  NaO  +  02  k{ 


a^Na  (3  Sl/2)  +  °2  k2a 


0  +  NaO 


b^Na  (32  Pj>  *  02  k2b 


have  long  been  recognized  as  important  in  governing  the  distribution  of  atomic 
sodium  in  the  90kra  region  above  the  earth's  atmosphere,  as  well  as  the 
component  of  the  air-glow  emission  due  to  the  Na  D-line  (  X. »  589nm) ,  and 
D-line  emission  in  meteoric  trails. 

He  present  determination  of  kj  and  k2  using  two  different  and  novel 
experimental  techniques.  Reaction  1  was  investigated  by  time-resolved  atomic 
absorption  spectroscopy  of  Na  atoms  at  X  =  589  nra,  following  the  pulsed 
photolysis  of  Nal,  in  an  excess  of  0^  that  was  monitored  simultaneously  by 


steady  absorption  of  the  Kg  line  at  K  ■  253.7  nm.  We  obtain  a  value  tor  kj  «■ 
(4  X  10  ^  cra^  molecule  ^8  '  at  T  *  500  K. 

The  absolute  rate  constant,  wa8  determined  by  time-resolved  atomic 
chemiluminescence  at  \  =  589nm,  following  reaction  2(b)  as  a  spectroscopic 
marker  for  reaction  (2),  overall,  subsequent  to  the  pulsed  photochemical 

3 

generation  of  0(2  P.)  in  the  presence  of  excess  NaO. 

A  flow  of  a  known  concentration  of  NaO  was  created  by  mixing  together  a 
flow  of  N^O  with  an  excess  of  Na  vapour  entrained  In  a  carrier  gas  from  a 
heat-pipe  oven.  The  overall  rate  constant  was  estimated  to  be 

kj  «*  (3.7  +  0.9)  X  10  cm'^  molecule  *s  *  at  T  «  573  K, 
upper  limit  of  0.01  to  the  branching  ratio  of  reaction  (2)  was  also 
obtained,  which  is  a  rough  estimate  but  may  Indicate  that  mechanisms  other 
than  reaction  (2)  are  responsible  for  the  observed  D-llne  night-glow  emission. 
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Parameters  of  Activation  Oarriers  for  Hydrogen  Atom  Transfer  Reactions  from 
Curved  Arrhenius  Plots 
H.  Furue  and  P.  0.  Pacey 

Chemistry  Department,  Dalhousie  University,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada  B3H  4J3 

Experimental  data  on  the  temperature  dependence  of  the  rates  of  gas  phase, 
hydrogen  atom  transfer  reactions  have  been  reviewed  and  assembled. 

The  following  expression,  incorporating  a  factor,  K,  for  tunneling  through 
an  Eckart  barrier  of  effective  height  Ee  and  thickness,  as^,  at  height, 
was  fitted  by  least  squares  methods  to  the  data  for  each  reaction.  Here  A,  Ee 
and  were 

k  =  KATn  exp(-Ee/RT) 

adjustable  parameters;  n  was  fixed  to  match  the  temperature  dependence 
contributed  by  other  degrees  of  freedom.  For  four  reactions  of  CHj  with  organic 
molecules,  values  of  ASjyg  were  found  to  be  consistently  between  0.05  and  0.06  nm. 
For  reactions  of  D,  0,  F,  Cl  and  CHj  with  H2,  fitted  values  of  A  agreed 
within  two  standard  deviations  20 %)  with  values  calculated  from  ab  initio 
potential  energy  surfaces  using  transition  state  theory  (TST).  Similar 
agreement  (2  to  5  kJ  mol”1)  was  obtained  for  effective  barrier  heights. 

It  is  concluded  that  TST  with  a  tunnel  factor  can  be  applied  to  such 
reactions  and  that  curved  Arrhenius  plots  can  provide  information  about  the 
barrier  to  reaction. 
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MASS  SPECTR OMETRIC  DETERMINATION  OP  RATE  CONSTANTS  AND 

MECHANISM  OP  ATOMIC  PLUORINE  REACTIONS  IN  CAS  PHASE 

N ,  I , Butkovskaya ,  E.S.Vasiliyev,  I. I. Morozov,  -V.L.Talrose 

Institute  of  Chemical  Physica  of  the 'Academy  of  Sciences 
of  the  USSR,  Moscow,  USSR 

Reactions  of  fluorine  atoms  have  been  studied  in  the 
reactor  with  a  diffusion  cloud  in  flow.  Reagents  and  reaction 
products,  including  atoms  and  free  radicals,  are  directed,  as 
a  modulated  molecular  beam,  to  a  focused  electric  or  magnetic 
field  in  which  particles  with  magnetic  or  dipole  moments  are 
focused  onto  an  inlet  hole  of  an  ion  source  of  a  mass  spectro¬ 
meter.  In  such  a  way  identification  of  free  radicals  is 
accomplished.  It  is  for  the  first  time  that  fluorine  atoms 
have  been  identified  by  double-charged  ions.  Rate  constants 
of  a  series  of  halogen-containing  molecules  with  fluorine 
atoms  have  been  determined  at  a  pressure  of  inert  gas  of 
several  torr  and  a  room  temperature, 

Chemical  activity  of  an  atomic  fluorine  is  so  high  that 
it  reacts  with  glass  and  quartz  walls  of  the  reactor,  yielding 
SiP^  and  Og  into  a  gas  phase.  To  eliminate  this  effect  a 
discharge  tube  made  of  synthetic  sapphire  has  been  used.  In 
most  of  the  experiments  fluorine  atoms  have  been  detected 
by  the  line  M/e  H9. 
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KINETIC  STUDY  UY  KASS  SPECTROMETRY  OF  THE  REACTION  OF  HYDROGEN  ATOMS  WITH 
ISOBUTANE  IN  THE  RANGE  295-407  K. 

by  LE_fiAU:RY£ill,  C.  LAFAGE,  B.  MERIAUX,  A.  TIGHEZZA 
University  des  Sciences  et  Techniques  de  Lille,  Flandres  Artois 
Laboratoire  de  Cinfttique  et  Chiraie  de  la  Combustion.  UA  CNRS  876 
59655  VILLENEUVE  D'ASCQ  cedex  (France) 

If  the  reaction  of  hydrogen  atoms  with  alkanes  has  been  largely 
investigated,  only  few  studies  have  been  devoted  to  the  reaction  of  hydrogen 
atoms  with  isobutane.  The  rate  constant  for  this  reaction  has  been  essentially 
measured  by  Indirect  methods  Involving  the  addition  of  isobutane  to  a  reacting 
iin  -  Oa  system  (1,  2)  or  investigating  the  radiolysis  of  isobutane-propylene 
system  <3). 

The  present  paper  describes  a  study  using  a  discharge- flow  system 
coupled  to  a  quadrupole  mass  spectrometer  in  order  to  make  a  direct 
measurement  of  the  rate  constant  by  monitoring  the  decay  of  H  atoms  with  time 
and  to  propose  a  mechanism  from  the  analysis  of  reaction  products. 


EXPERIMENTAL 

All  experiments  were  carried  out  using  a  conventlonnal  discharge- flow 
system  coupled  to  a  modulated  molecular  beam-mass  spectrometric  sampling 
technique  (4).  A  pyrex  tube  <2,4  cm  internal  diameter  and  60  cm  length)  was 
used  as  isothermal  fast  flow  reactor.  It  was  thermostatted  by  an  oil  Jacket 
making  constant  to  ±  2K  the  temperature  along  the  heated  zone. 

Hydrogen  atoms  were  produced  by  a  2450  KHz  microwave  discharge  in  Hu 
highly  diluted  in  lie  In  a  side  tube.  The  lie  flow  passed  a  liquid  nitrogen  trap 


to  freeze  traces  of  water. 


All  surfaces  exposed  to  II  atoms  were  coated  with  orthophosphoric  acid 
in  order  to  reduce  heterogeneous  recombinations.  Mass  spectronetrlc  calibration 
of  II  atoms  was  determined  by  the  measurement  of  the  extent  of  the  Hr;  -  to  -  II 
conversion  and/or  by  titration  with  HOr. 

Isobutane  (purity  99,95%)  was  Introduced  into  the  reactor  through  an 
injector  terminated  by  a  multlliole  sphere.  The  injector  could  be  moved  along 
the  axis  of  the  flow  reactor,  varying  the  reaction  time  which  was  calculated 
from  the  measured  flow  rates  using  the  assumption  of  plug  flow. 

The  temperature  of  the  gases  was  measured  by  means  a  chrorael-alurael 
thermocouple  mounted  In  the  tip  of  the  moveable  injector.  Flow  rates  of 
different  reactants  were  measured  by  calibrated  mass-flow  controllers.  The 
pressure  in  the  flow  tube  was  measured  upstream  by  a  capacitance  manometer. 
The  linear  flow  velocity  in  the  reactor  was  set  at  about  2o  m/s  at  about  1 
tore. 


RESUl.TATS  ADD  DISCUSSION 

The  reaction  between  hydrogen  atoms  and  isobutane  has  been 
investigated  under  pseudo-first  order  conditions  with  (ll>.,  «  <I-C.iHio)^  over 
the  temperature  range  of  295-407  K.  At  295  ±  2K,  the  initial  concentration  of 
II  atoms  ranged  from  1,3.10'  1  to  1,25.10’''  atoras/cm-',  while  the  Initial 
concentration  of  l~C„lli„  ranged  from  1,15.10''-'  to  3,8.10'‘'  raolecules/cra  •.  The 
ratio  R  =  <i-C.illi«>). ./<!!).>  was  varied  between  16  and  266.  Results  obtained  at 
room  temperature  (fig.l)  show  an  increase  of  the  overall  rate  constant  k  for 
the  lower  values  of  the  ratio  R.  For  R  higher  than  about  80,  k  tends  to  a 
constant  value  equal  to  2,2  i  0,4. 10"''1  cm:Vniolecule.s  at  295  ±  2K.  Such  a 
behavior  of  k  as  a  function  of  the  ratio  (i-C«lli  <•).,/  (ID.,  indicates  the 
occurence  of  fast  secondary  reactions  of  H  atoms  with  products  of  the  initial 
and/oi  secondary  steps  (C.ill.,  i-C.ill.,,...>.  A  mechanism  is  proposed  to  interpret 
the  lorroatton  of  analyzed  secondary  compounds.  The  computer  simulation  of  the 
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Fi;j. I  -  Plot  oi  the  experimental  rig.2  -  temperature  dependence 

values  of  the  rate  constant  o:  the  rate  constant  l;. 

k  as  a  function  of  the  initial 
ratio  of  reactants. 

mechanism  enables  to  obtain  a  good  agreement  between  the  experimental  and 
calculated  curves. 

In  order  to  minimise  the  role  played  by  secondary  steps,  the  temperature 
dependence  of  k  has  been  determined  for  a  ratio  <i— C<iH ■«>>../ tii>.,  or  about 
(fig.2>.  The  least  squares  treatment  ol  the  data  yields  : 

k  .cm‘/molecule.s>  =  9,3.10'  1  exp(~180&/T> 
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Kinetics  of  Some  Gas  Phase  Muonium  Addition  Reactions 
Between  155  and  500K 


D.M.  Garner,  M.  Senba,  I.D.  Reid,  D.G.  Fleming,  D.J.  Arseneau, 
R.J.  Mikula,  and  L.  Lee,  TRIUMF  and  the  Department  of  Chemistry, 
4004  Wesbrook  Mall,  Vancouver,  B.  C.  CANADA,  V6T  2A3 . 

It  is  well  established  that  the  chemical  behaviour  of 
muonium  (Mu) ,  the  neutral  atom  consisting  of  an  electron  bound  to 
a  positive  muon,  is  that  of  a  light  isotope  of  hydrogen  with  an 
atomic  mass  of  only  0.114  amu.  We  report  here  the  bimolecular 
rate  constants  for  Mu  addition  to  ethylene,  fully  deuterated 
ethylene,  propene,  actylene,  propyne,  allene,  acetone  vapour, 
carbon  monoxide  and  sulfur  dioxide  from  about  500K  to  155K  (or 
the  temperature  of  limiting  vapour  pressure  of  the  reagent  in 
some  cases) .  All  measurements  were  carried  out  above  the  high 
pressure  limit  in  nitrogen  moderator,  typically  at  800  torr.  No 
pressure  dependence  was  detected  in  the  rate  constants  at 
moderator  pressures  from  500  -  1500  torr. 

The  data  presented  in  the  figures  are  the  results  of 
preliminary  analysis,  except  for  the  ethylene  and  ethylene-D4 
data  which  have  undergone  final  data  analysis.  Final  data 
analysis  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  error  bars  in  most 
cases.  The  lines  are  not  fits,  but  are  simply  sketched  in  to 
guide  the  eye.  Data  for  the  Mu  addition  reactions  with  benzene 
and  2,3-dimethyl  butadiene  from  an  earlier  study  (Garner, 

Roduner,  et  al.,  unpublished)  are  included  in  the  figures  for 
comparison. 

The  dominant  features  of  the  data  are: 


1. 
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Strong  Arrhenius  plot  curvature  in  the  unsaturated 
hydrocarbon  reactions,  interpreted  as  evidence  for  strong 
quantum  tunnelling  in  the  Mu  reactions. 

2.  The  lack  of  any  strong  secondary  isotope  effect  in  the 
ethylene  versus  fully  deuterated  ethylene  data,  consistent 
with  the  experimental  data  of  Sugawara  et  al.  for  the 
analogous  H  atom  addition  reactions.  However,  a  slight 
secondary  isotope  effect  appears  to  be  indicated  with  the 
ethylene-D4  rate  constants  greater  than  those  for  ethylene  at 
h  .gh  temperature  probably  due  to  the  difference  in 
vibrational  partition  functions;  conversely,  at  low 
temperature  addition  to  ethylena-D4  is  slower  than  ethylene 
possibly  due  to  the  suppression  of  quantum  tunnelling  due  an 
increase  in  reduced  mass. 

3.  Almost  perfect  overlap  over  the  whole  temperature  range  for 
the  rate  constants  for  Mu  addition  to  the  isomers  propyne  and 
allene  despite  the  naive  expectation  the  the  allene  reaction 
would  be  faster  due  to  the  availability  of  an  extra  addition 
site  and  entropy  considerations. 

4.  A  negative  activation  energy  in  the  CO  reaction  and  in  the 
low  temperature  acetone  and  S02  reactions. 

5.  A  strong  break  in  the  S02  and  acetone  data,  possibly 
indicative  of  a  two  component  branching  ratio  indicative  of 
Mu  addition  to  0  versus  Mu  addition  to  c  or  S. 

We  expect  to  present  the  results  of  the  final  data  analysis  at 

the  conference. 
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Rate  Constant  Measurements  for  the  Reactions  of  Ground  State 
Atomic  Oxygen  with  Tetramethylethylene,  299K<T£1005K,  and 
Isobutene,  296I<<T<1019K 

by 

J.  F.  Smalley,  R,  Bruce  Klemm  and  Fred  L.  Nesbitt 
”  Brookhaven  National  Laboratory 
Upton,  New  York  11973  (USA) 

The  title  reactions  were  studied  by  the  method  of  flash  photolysis-resonance 
fluorescence.  For  each  reaction,  the  photolytie  source  of  0(3P)  atoms  was  02 
between  room  temperature  and  ~500K  while  NO  was  the  photolytie  source  of  these 
atoms  at  higher  temperatures. 

In  previous  studlea  of  the  reaction  of  0(3P)  atoms  with 

tctramethylcthylene(TKE)  between  room  temperature  and  ~500K,*»2  the  rate 

constant  was  shown  to  decrease  with  increasing  temperature.  The  results  of  the 
present  study  confirm  this  behavior.  However,  at  the  higher  temperatures 
attained  in  the  present  study,  the  rate  constants  for  this  reaction  first  became 
constant  between  about  550  and  770K  and  they  then  began  to  Increase  at  the 
highest  temperaturea  (see  the  figure  labeled  THE).  The  curve  in  this  figure  is  a 
fit  of  the  blmolecular  rate  constant  (k(TME))  data  to  the  following  sum  of 
exponementlals  expression: 

k(TME)  -  (1,83+0.01  x  10’11  cm3-molecule-I-s"l)exp  (4.34+0.02  x  102K/T)+ 

(1.71+0.24  x  10-1G  ctn3-molecule"*-s_*)exp  (-2.0540.08  x  103K/T)  (1) 

It  is  apparent  from  this  figure  that  eq.  1  la  an  excellent  representation  of  this 
data. 

Similarly,  the  rate  constants  for  the  reaction  of  0(3P)  atoms  with  Isobutene 
also  decrease  with  increasing  temperature  for  T<500K  and  increase  with  increasing 
temperature  for  T>500K  (see  the  figure  labeled  ISOBUTENE),  The  following  sum  of 
exponentials  expression  (see  the  curve  in  this  figure)  also  provides  an  excellent 


fit  of  the  bimolecular  rate  constant  data  for  isobutene: 

k(Isobutene)  "  (1.20+0.01  x  10“^  cm3-molecule"*~a“^)exp  (1.25+0.01  x  103K/T) 

+  (8.09+1.13  x  10“10  co3-Bolecule'1-a'1)exp  (-3.72+O.OV  x  103K/T)(2) 
The  present  rate  data  for  the  title  reactions  vlll  be  compared  to  the 
results  of  previous  studies.  Possible  reasons  for  the  anomoloua  behavior  of  the 
rate  constants  for  these  reactions  vlll  be  discussed. 

1.  Davis,  D.  D.j  Hule,  R.  E.|  Herron,  J,  T.  J.  Chen.  Phya.  1972,  59,  628. 

2.  Singleton,  D.  t.j  Furuyama,  S.j  Cvetanovie*,  R.  J.{  Irwin,  R.  S.  J.  Chem. 
Phya.  1975 j  63,  1003. 

This  work  was  supported  by  the  Division  of  Chemical  Sciences,  U.S.  Department  of 
Energy,  Washington,  DC,  under  contract  Ho.  AC02-76CH00016. 
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A  DISCHARGE  FLOW-MASS  SPECTROMETRY  STUDY 
OF  THE  RATES  OF  THE  REACTIONS  OF 
DIACETYLENE  WITH  ATOMIC  OXYGEN  AND  ATOMIC  CHLORINE 


M.  Mitchell,  J.  Brunning,  W.  Payne  and  L.  Stief 
ASTROCHEMISTRY  BRANCH,  LABORATORY  FOR  EXTRATERRESTRIAL  PHYSICS 
NASA/GODDARD  SPACE  FLIGHT  CENTER,  GREENBELT,  MD  20771,  USA 

The  reactions  of  diacetylene  (C4H2>  with  atomic  species  are 
of  interest  for  several  reasons.  Comparison  of  rate  data  for 
this  molecule  with  the  more  extensive  data  for  acetylene  (C2H2> 
may  contribute  to  our  understanding  of  the  factors  which  control 
the  kinetics  of  the  addition  of  atoms  to  the  carbon-carbon  triple 
bond.  The  reactions  of  H  and  0  (3P)  with  C4»2  are  important  for 
models' of  the  atmosphere  of  Titan,  a  satellite  of  the  planet 
Jupiter,  and  for  their  roles  in  the  combustion  of  acetylene. 

3 

The  rate  constants  for  the  reactions  0(  P)  +  C.H_  (1)  and  Cl 

4  2 

+  C4H2  (2)  have  been  determined  at  298  K  using  a  discharge  flow 

system  with  collision-free  sampling  to  a  mass  spectrometer.1  The 

total  pressure  in  the  flow  tube  was  approximately  1  Torr  (He)  and 

3  -1 

the  flow  velocity  was  typically  2000  cm  s  .  The  rate  constants 

3 

were  determined  by  monitoring  the  decay  of  C4H2  in  excess  0(  P) 
or  Cl.  The  experiments  were  carried  out  under  pseudo  first-order 
conditions;  the  ratio  C03  to  CC^HjJ  varied  from  10  to  75  while 
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that  for  CC13  to  ranged  from  2  to  15.  Small  corrections 

were  made  to  allow  for  depletion  of  the  atomic  species  during  the 

course  of  the  reaction  and  for  axial  diffusion  of  C4H2  in  the  He 

carrier  gas.  The  result  for  0(3P)  +  C4H2  is  =  (1.49  +  0.17)  x 
-12  3  -1 

10  cm  s  (la).  This  is  in  good  agreement  with  our 
previous  result  based  on  the  decay  of  0(3P)  in  a  flash 
photolysis-resonance  fluorescence  experiment.  It  is  also  in  good 

3 

agreement  with  the  results  of  Niki  and  Weinstock,  but  not  with 

4  5 

the  results  of  Homann  et  al  and  Homann  and  Wellmann  which  are 
respectively  50%  and  80%  larger. 

The  result  for  Cl  +  C4H2  is  k2  =  (4.90  +  0.92)  x  10  -11  cm3 

s  1  (la).  This  study  represents  the  first  determination  of  k2 

and  the  result  will  be  compared  with  our  results  for  the 

analogous  Cl  +  C2H2  reaction.6  Similar  comparisons  will  also  be 

made  for  the  reactions  of  0  <3P),  H  and  OH  with  C0H_  and  C,H„. 

2  2  4  2 

The  role  of  the  reactions  of  C4H2  with  atomic  species  in  the 
photochemistry  or  aeronomy  of  the  atmosphere  of  Titan  will  be 
briefly  discussed. 
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Reaction  of  0(3P)  +  Sill^  in  the  Gas  Phase 


0.  lloriea,  P.  Potzinger,  and  B.  Reimann 
Max-Planck-Institut  fiir  Strahlenchemie ,  D-4330  MUlheim/Ruhr ,  F.R.G. 
aPresent  address:  Max-Planck-Institut  fttr  Cliemie,  D-6500  Mainz,  F.R.G. 


1  o 

Two  kinetic  studies  ’  have  been  published  so  far  for  reaction  (1). 

Sili4  +  0(S  P)  products  (1) 

However,  the  nature  of  the  elementary  step  remains  unclear. 

In  a  recent  publication  we  have  shown  that  the  reaction  of 
(CHjljSiH  with  0(  P)  proceeds  via  11  abstraction  with 
k  (298  k)  =  (2.6  -  0.3)  x  1 0 ” ^ 2 cm 3 s “ ^ .  Smaller  rate  constants 
have  been  measured  for  reaction  (1),  namely  4.8  x  10-13cm3s'1 
(ref.l)  and  3.3  x  10”13cm3s-1  (ref. 2),  although  the  Si-11  bond 
dissociation  energies  in  silane  and  trimethylsilanc  are  very 
similar**.  This  suggests  either  that  different  primary  processes 
arc  operating  in  both  cases  or  that  11  abstraction  by  0  atoms  is 
not  a  direct  process.  A  matrix  isolation  study5  revealed  that 

insertion  of  0  into  the  Si-II  bond  of  Sill^  is  an  important  primary 

step  under  these  conditions. 

Using  a  discharge  flow  system  coupled  to  a  mass  spectroroetric 
detection  system  ,  absolute  rate  constants  for  reaction  (1)  were 
measured  and  stable  reaction  products  determined.  With 
l0)o  >>  (SiH^j ] 0  or  [SiD^30  (at  least  70  fold  excess),  the  silane 
decay  was  exponential,  yielding 

k  (0+Siii4)  =  (2.1  i  0.4)  x  10" 1 3cm3s" 1  , 

k  (0+Sil)4)  =  (7.4  i  0.4)  x  10"l4cm3s"1  . 
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1>2 >  Si 2*1^ ,  and  H.,0  were  detected  as  stable  reaction  products. 
When  t lie  silane  concentration  was  raised  such  that 
(0}o/[SilI4]o  £  50,  the  system  became  increasingly  complex. 
Non-exponential  silane  decays  and  0  atom  consumptions  of  up  to 
20  atoms  per  Silfj  molecule  were  observed. 

In  static  experiments  using  mercury  sensitized  N20  photolysis 
as  a  source  of  atomic  oxygen  the  same  products  as  in  the  flow 
system  were  found.  Ii2  formation  could  be  completely  suppressed 
upon  adding  NO. 

Of  the  three  most  likely  primary  processes 


ni<  +  siii3 

(la) 

->  l.,0  +  Sill2 

(1b) 

->■  IlSiOH  +  ll2 

(1c) 

(1c)  can  be  dismissed  owing  to  the  fact  that  112  formation  is 
apparently  a  secondary  reaction.  A  detailed  analysis  shows  that 
most  experimental  results  can  be  explained  by  (la);  the  Si2ll6 
yield  suggests  that  step  (1b)  contributes  a  maximum  of  151  to 
the  overall  reaction. 

The  large  isotope  effect  and  the  fact  that  the  rate  constant  de¬ 
creases  from  (CII3)jSill  to  Sil!^  both  suggest  that  (la)  is  not  a 
direct  abstraction  reaction  but  proceeds  rather  via  a  complex, 
[Sill^O]  ,  that  subsequently  decomposes  into  Oil  +  Sillj,  to  a  minor 
extent  into  H20  +  Si112,  and  back  to  0  +  SiH^. 

References 


1)  Atkinson,  R. ;  Pitts,  Jr.,  J.N.; 
int.  J.  Chem.  Kinet.  1978,  j_0,  1151 

2)  Mkrian,  T.G. ;  Sarkissian,  E.N.;  Arutyunian,  S.A. ; 

Arm.  Khim.  Zh.  1981,  34,  3 

3)  lioffmeyer,  II.;  Ilorie,  0.;  Potzinger,  Pi;  Reimann,  B. ; 
J.  Phys.  Chem.  1985,  89,  3261 

4)  Walsh,  R. ; 

Acc.  Chem.  Res.  1981,  21,  246 

5)  Withnall,  R. ;  Andrews,  L. ; 

J.  Phys .  Chem.  ,  1985,  89,  3261 


E37 


Rate  Constant  for  the  Reaction  of  0(3p)  with  1-Butene; 
300<T<  900K 

by 

R.  Bruce  Klemm,  Fred  L.  Nesbitt  and  John  F.  Smalley 
Brookhaven  National  Laboratory 
Upton,  New  York  11973  (USA) 


The  kinetics  of  the  elementary  reaction  of  ground  state  atomic  oxygen  with 
1-butene, 

0(3p)  +  l-C^Hg  - — ►  products,  (1) 

was  studied  using  both  the  discharge  flow-resonance  fluorescence  (DF-RF)  m-thod 
and  the  flash  photolysla-resonance  fluorescence  (FP-RF)  method.  The  FP-RF 
investigation  was  quite  extensive  and  covered  the  entire  temperature  range  from 
7.98K  to  875K.  The  photolytic  source  of  O(^p)atoma  in  the  FP-RF  experiments  was 
02  at  temperatures  between  ambient  and  ~500K;  at  tempertures  above  500K,  NO 
was  utilized. I  DF-RF  experiments  were  performed  at  only  two  temperatures,  294K 
and  453K.  In  the  range  of  temperature  overlap,  the  DF-RF  results  are  in 
reasonably  good  agreement  with  those  from  the  FP-RF  study  although  they  are 
consistently  lower  by  about  10-20%. 

This  atudy  has  attained  the  highest  temperature  to  date  for  measuring  the 
rate  constant,  k^(T),  for  reaction  (1).  The  previous  observation  that  kj(T) 
Increases  very  gradually  with  temperature  and  displays  definite  non-Arrhenius 
behavior  w r~  conf'vmed  in  the  present  study  as  is  shown  in  the  figure.  The 
combined  data  from  FP-RF  sets  and  two  DF-RF  sets  were  fitted  to  a  sum  of 
exponentials  expression  to  yield: 


kj(T)  -  (l.SHC.OIJxlO-HexpC-SSg+ZO/T) 

+  (s^s+o.igjxio-^expC-seisH^/T), 

where  the  unii  i  are  cm^  molecule'^s"^  and  the  exponential  term  is  in  degrees 
Kelvin.  This  expression  '•  represented  in  the  figure  as  a  solid  line.  It  is 


noted  that  the  highest  temperature  point,  at  942K,  la  above  the  extrapolation 
of  this  expression.  This  result  remains  uncertain  even  though  the  operating 
parameters  of  flash  energy,  prei^lxture  flow  rate,  total  pressure  and  Isobutene 
concentration  were  all  varied  extensively.  Finally,  over  the  common 
temperature  range  (298-821K),  the  agreement  of  the  present  results  with  those 
reported  by  Perry*  is  remarkable. 

The  present  kinetic  data  for  reaction  (1)  are  thoroughly  compared  with 
previous  results  and  the  temperature  dependence  of  kj(T)  la  contrasted  to  the 
rate  constant  for  the  reaction  of  0(^p)  with  ethylene. 
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Direct  Measurements  of  the  Reactions  NH, +H,  $  Nil, +11 
at  Temperatures  from  670  to  1000  K 


W.  Hack  and  P.  Rouveirolles 

Max-Planck-Institut  £(lr  Strdmungsforschung 
Bunsenstr.  10,  D-3400  GHttingen  /  West  Germany 


The  NH,  radical  reactions  and  the  11  atom  reactions  at  high  temperatures 
are  both  of  theoretical  and  applied  interest  in  the  chemistry  of  ammonia 
combustion.^  The  knowledge  of  the  Arrhenius  parameters  of  the  reaction 

•Nil,  +  11,  - +  Nil,  +11  (1) 

and  the  reverse  reaction 

II  +  Nil,  - +  NH,  +  11,  (-1) 

enables  a  direct  determination  of  the  H,N-H  bond  energy  in  NH,  . 

The  rates  of  the  reaction  (1)  and  (-1)  were  measured  independently  in  a 
discharge  flow  system,  k,  (T)  and  k  ^(T)  were  obtained  in  the  temperature 
range  673ST/KS1003  at  a  pressure  of  p^mbar  .  The  main  carrier  gas 
was  Helium.  The  surface  of  the  quartz  reactor  was  heated  via  two  coaxial 
silver  cylinders.  The  NH,  radicals  were  produced  in  the  fast  reaction 
F+NH,  •+  NH, +HF  ,  where  the  H  atoms  were  obtained  in  a  discharge  of  H, /He 
mixture.  Pseudo-first  order  conditions  [Ila  ] Q» J Q  and  [Nll,l0»[llJ0 

were  applied;  the  [Nil,]  radical  profiles  were  measured  with  laser-induced 
fluorescence  and  the  [H]  atom  profiles  were  followed  by  Lyman  a-absorption. 

Gases  with  highest  commercially  available  purity  were  used,  where  F, 

,  and  H,  were  further  purified  by  liquid  N,  and/or  without  NaF  traps,  re¬ 
spectively. 

The  first-order  rate  constants  were  obtained  from  the  slopes  A(ln[NII;]/ 
[NH,  JQ)/At  and  A  ln[ll]/(H)0/At  ,  respectively.  The  heterogeneous  react¬ 
ions  (k^(NH,),  ky(ll))  ,  which  determine  the  NH,  and  11  depletion  in  the 
absence  of  reactant,  were  followed  independently  for  all  experimental  con¬ 
ditions. 
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At  the  experimental  conditions  (6* 10* £[H2 ]Q/ [NHa ] 0S15* 105 )  and 
(2.6*10>2[NHj)o/[ll)o£22*10J)  the  stoichiometric  factors  were  found  to  he 
close  to  unity,  although  NH3  and  il2  were  present  in  the  system  from  the 
NHj  and  H  atom  source,  respectively. 

The  measurements  for  reaction  (t)  were  done  at  13  different  temperatures. 
The  temperature  dependence  of  the  rate  constant  obeyed  an  Arrhenius  behavi¬ 
our.  The  Arrhenius  parameters: 

kj(T)  -  3.6* 1012  exp (-(38±3)  kJ  aol~l  IKS)  cm1  mol-1  s-1 


were  deduced  from  least  squares  treatments  of  the  bimolecular  rate  constants, 
obtained  from  the  plots  of. the  first  order  rate  constants  against  the  reac¬ 
tant  concentrations  for  each  temperature,  corrected  with  the  stoichiometric 
factors. 

The  rate  of  reaction  (-1)  was  measured  at  7  different  temperatures  in 
the  temperature  range  673ST/KS1003  .  The  following  Arrhenius  expression: 

k_j(T)  «*•  8.1*  1013  exp(-(60.9±4)  kJ  mol_1/RT)  cm1  mol"1  s"1 


was  obtained  with  the  procedure,  described  above.  No  curvature  was  observed 

in  the  Arrhenius  plot  k_j(T)  versus  l/T  , 

The  Arrhenius  expressions  k  (T)  and  k  , (T)  ,  obtained  in  this  study, 

l  -i  2) 

are  in  fair  agreement  with  earlier  determinations  by  DEMISSY  and  LESCLAUX  ■ 

3) 

and  MICHAEL  et  al.,  respectively. 

The  bond  energy  D(HjN-H)  has  been  determined  either  from  the  mea- 

E.  and  E,  , 

Ai  A-i 


All0  (T  )  =  E„ 
mean  Aj 


ea-i  c  dt 


(ll-H) 


mean 


Dt  (HjN-H) 
mean 


where  8H*(T  )  i-s  t^'e  enthalpy  of  the  reaction  at  a  mean  temperature 

Tmean  '  anc*  D^(H-H)  and  D^OljN-H)  are  the  dissociation  energies  at 
that  temperature,  or  via  the  equilibrium  constant  K^iT): 

-RT  In  K  (T)  =  AH°(T)  -  TAS°(T)  -  D (H-H)-D (H2N-H)  . 


Both  methods  give  as  a  result: 


D2g8K(llJN-ll)  =  455  kJ  mol-1 
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Laser  Studies  of  Gallium  Atom  Reaction  Kinetics,  S.A.  Mitchell > 

P.A.  Ilackett,  O.M.  Rayner,  and  M.  Cantin.  Laser  Chemistry  Group, 
Division  of  Chemistry,  National  Research  Council  Canada,  100  Sussex 
Drive,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0R6  Canada 

Ground  state  Ga(4pl  2P1/2)  atoms  are  produced  hy  visible 
multiphoton  dissociation  of  trimethylgallium  and  monitored  hy  resonance 
fluorescence  excitation  in  a  pump  and  probe  arrangement.  The  time 
dependence  of  the  Ga  concentration  is  observed  by  scanning  the  delay 
time  between  the  pump  and  probe  dye  laser  pulses.  Reactions  with  CF3X 
(X  =  F,  Cl,  Br,  I),  SF6,  C2F4,  N20,  C2H2,  CjH,,,  1-C^i8  (1-butene),  and 
Ga(CM3)3  are  studied  under  pseudo  first-order  conditions  in  a  gas  cell 
at  room  temperature.  In  most  but  not  all  cases  an  equilibrium  is 
preserved  between  ground  state  Ga (4  2Pl/2)  and  metastable  Ga(4  2P3/2) 
(excitation  energy  826  cm'1)  atoms.  Abstraction  and  association 
reactions  are  observed  and  characterized  with  respect  to  Ar  buffer  gas 
pressure  dependence. 

For  several  of  the  association  reactions  an  equilibration  is 
observed  between  free  Ga  atoms  and  Ga  atoms  bound  in  complexes  with  the 
reactant  molecules.  A  simple  kinetic  analysis  is  used  to  evaluate 
equilibrium  constants  from  series  of  Ga  decay  traces  at  different 
pressures  of  reactant.  From  these  equilibrium  constants  and  estimated 
partition  functions,  approximate  gallium  atom  binding  energies 
(kcal*mol_1)  are  obtained  for  C2H^  (9±2),  1-C^lg  (9±2),  and  Ga(CH3)3 
(14±2).  Bimolecular  and  termolecular  rate  constants  will  be  reported 
and  discussed  in  relation  to  reaction  products  and  mechanisms. 


REACTION  KINETICS  OF  GAS-PHASE  BORON  ATOMS  AND  BORON  MONOXIDE  WITH  OXXGEN 


E40 


Richard  C.  Oldenborg  and  Steven  L, Baughcum.  Chemistry  Division,  L03  Alamos 
National  Laboratory,  Los  Alamos,  NM 


The  volatile  boron-containing  compound,  BCl^,  Is  photolyzed  in  a 
multiple-photon  process  using  a  rare  gas-halide  excimer  laser  operating  at 
193  nm  (ArF)  to  provide  an  essentially  Instantaneous  source  of  boron  atoms. 

The  boron  atoms  are  produced  in  a  reactive  environment  containing  a  known 
concentration  of  02  In  an  excess  of  argon  diluent  and  at  a  controlled  tempera¬ 
ture  (298  to  1300  K).  The  rate  of  oxidation  of  the  atomic  boron  to  BO, 

k1 

B  *  02  ->  BO  *  0  (1) 

and  the  subsequent  oxidation  of  BO, 

BO  +  02  — •>  B02  +  0  (2) 


are  studied  by  examining  the  temporal  histories  of  the  boron-contalnlng  spe¬ 
cies  (B,  BO,  and  B02)  using  laser-induced  fluorescence  (LIF)  and  chemilumi¬ 
nescent  techniques. 

The  depletion  of  B  atoms  under  our  experimental  conditions  Is  due  primar¬ 
ily  to  two  reactions,  namely  Reaction  (1)  with  02  and  the  reaction  with 
undlssooiated  BCl^  precursor  molecules', 


B  +  BC1. 


h 


•>  BC1  +  BC1„ 


(3) 
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The  rate  constant  k1  Is  obtained  from  the  slope  of  plots  of  the  B  atom  decay 
rate  vs  02  pressure  and  has sbeen  measured  over  the  298-1180  K  range.  No 
change  In  this  rate  constant  Is  observed  with  variation  In  the  Ar  diluent 
pressure  from  2.5  to  200  torr.  The  rate  constant  13  large  over  the  entire 
temperature  range,  and  Increases  slightly  at  elevated  temperatures.-  The  data 
have  been  fit  to  both  an  Arrhenius  expression  and  a  Tn-type  function.  The 
results  are,  respectively, 

k1  (T)  -  (1.19  ±  0.011)  x  .10"'°  exp(-158  ±  13/T)  cm3  molecule-1  s-1 
and 

kj (T)  -  (1.00  ±  0.02)  x  10-10  (T/1000)0,29i0,02  cm3  molecule-1  s-1  . 

Neither  form  Is  obviously  a  better  representation  of  the  data.  The 
temperature  dependence  of  this  rate  constant  Is  consistent  with  the  results  of 
Fontljn,  Felder,  and  Houghton  for  the  analogous  A1  +  02  reaction. 

By  studying  the  depletion  of  the  atomic  B  in  the  absence  or  02  as  a  func¬ 
tion  of  BClj  concentration,  we  obtain  a  room-temperature  rate  constant 
k^(298  K)  ■  (8.5  ±  0.9)  x  10-11  cm^  molecule-1  s-1.  To  our  knowledge,  no 
previous  measurements  of  this  rate  constant  exist. 

The  depletion  of  B0  under  our  experimental  conditions  appears  to  be 
entirely  due  to  the  reaction  with  02.  In  contrast  to  the  B  removal  data,  a 
dramatic  change  In  this  rate  constant  is  observed  with  changes  In  diluent 
pressure.  The  rate  constant  Increases  rapidly  with  Ar  pressure  at  low  pres¬ 
sures,  but  Is  essentially  independent  of  diluent  pressure  above  25  torr.  The 
limiting  value  at  high  pressures  Is  (2.*l'±  0.2)  x  10-11  cm^  molecule-1  s-1 . 
This  pressure  dependence  is  clearly  Inconsistent  with  the  simple  direct  atom- 
transfer  reaction  mechanism  between  B0  and  02>  Rather,  it  suggests  that  this 
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This  pressure  dependence  is  clearly  Inconsistent  with  the  simple  direct  atom- 
transfer  reaction  mechanism  between  BO  and  Og.  Rather,  it  suggests  that  this 
Is  not  a  simple  elementary  reaction  and  may  Involve  a  stable  Intermediate.  Our 
SCF/CI  molecular  orbital  calculations  show  that  an  OBOg  Intermediate  complex 
has  a  potential  energy  relative  to  reactants  of  -57  kcal/roole.  This  suggests 
a  reaction  mechanism  analogous  to  that  proposed  for  the  OH  +  CO  reaction, 
where  collisions  can  stabilize  the  energized  HOCO*  Intermediate  making  the 
overall  rate  constant  pressure  dependent.  Expanding  Reaction  (2)  In  this  way 
yields, 

a  .  . 

BO  *  02  <  ■  0B0*  — >  B02  +  0 

cM 
0  °2 

The  pressure  dependent  data  are  well  fit  by  this  expanded  model,  and  the  re¬ 
sulting  fit  parameters  Imply  that  the  stabilized  OBOg  is  the  primary  product 
of  the  BO  reaction  with  Og  at  all  Ar  pressures  employed  In  our  experiments 
(2.5-250  torr). 

The  temperature  dependence  of  the  BO  removal  rate  constant  by  Og  at  high 
diluent  pressures  (Ar  2  8  x  lO1^  molecules/cc)  has  also  been  Investigated  in 
the  298-1180  K  range.  The  rate  constant  shows  non-Arrhenius  behavior  and 
decreases  with  Increasing  temperature,  which  13  consistent  with  a  termolecular 
reaction  to  form  a  OBOg  product.  The  data  Is  best  fit  by  a  T-n  -  type  func¬ 
tion  with  a  small  activation  barrier  In  the  entrance  channel, 

k2(T)  -  (1.7  ±  O.H)  x  10-n(T/1000)”2'23±0'5exp(-7l6  ±  288/T)  cm3molecule~V1. 


PULSED  LASER  PHOTOLYSIS  STUDY  OP  THE  O  +  ClQ  REACTION 

it 

J.  M.  Hicovich,  P.  H.  Wine,  and  A.  R.  Ravtshankara  , 

Molecular  Sciencea  Branch,  Georgia  Tech  Research  Institute, 
Georgia  Institute  of  Technology,  Atlanta,  GA  30332 

*Present  address:  Aeronomy  Laboratory,  NOAA-R/E/AL2, 

325  Broadway,  Boulder,  CO  80303 

Recently,  we  reported  on  the  development  of  a  pulsed  laser 
photolysis  technique  for  studying  the  kinetics  of  radical- 
radical  reactions  at  pressures  up  to  one  atmosphere  and 
application  of  the  technique  to  the  0  +  HOj  reaction  l  A .  R. 
Ravish ankara,  P.  H.  Wine,  and  J.  H.  Hicovich,  J.  Chem.  Phya.  7.8., 
6629  (1983)].  We  have  employed  an  extension  of  the  same 
approach  to  investigate  the  temperature  and  pressure  dependence 
of  k! .  k 

0  +  CIO — Cl  +  02  ( 1  ) 

A  C 1  j  /  0  3  mixture  was  photolyzed  at  351  nm  ( X e F  laser)  to  produce 
Cl  atoms  in  excess  over  O3.  After  allowing  sufficient  time  for 
reaction  (2)  to  O3  to  CIO,  a  small  fraction  (typically 

3X)  of  the  'CIO  was  photolyzed  at  266  nm  to  produce  0(3P).  The 
decay  of  0(JP)  in  the  presence  of  (a  known  concentration  of)  CIO 
was  followed  by  time  resolved  resonance  fluorescence 
spectroscopy.  Two  important  aspects  of  the  experimental 
approach  are  1)  small  spatial  non-uniformities  in  the  351  nm 
laser  beam  have  no  effect  on  the  CIO  concentration  (as  long  as 
Cl  atoms  are  in  excess)  and  2)  the  0(^p)  signal  strength 
immediately  after  the  266  nm  laser  fires  can  be  related  to  the 
CIO  concentration. 

Our  results  are  summarized  in  Table  I.  Reported  rate 
constants  were  obtained  from  the  slopes  of  plots  of  pseudo-first 
order  0(3P)  decay  rate  (k*  )  versus  ClO  concentration.  Each 
reported  rate  constant  determination  involved  the  measurement  of 
5-8  0(3P)  temporal  profiles.  Within  experimental  uncertainty, 
exponential  0(3P)  decays  and  linear  dependencies  of  k'  on  [CIO] 
were  observed  under  all  experimental  conditions  although,  as 
discussed  below,  small  systematic  deviations  from  exponential 


behavior  and  linear  k1  versus  [ClOl  behavior  were  expected,  and 
were  accounted  for  in  the  data  analysis. 

The  "uncorrected"  rate  constants  in  Table  X  were  obtained 
using  measured  pseudo-first  order  rate  constants  and  CIO 
concentrations  determined  from  the  relationship 

[CIO]  -  1 0 3 ] 0 < 1-x )  (2) 

where  x  is  the  fraction  of  CIO  photolyzed  by  the  266  nm  laser 
and  (OjIq  is  the  ozone  concentration  before  the  XeF  laser  fired. 
To  obtain  the  "corrected"  rate  constants  in  Table  X,  k1  values 
were  corrected  for  slight  deviations  from  strict  pseudo-first 
order  behavior  (these  corrections  seldom  exceeded  IX)  and  CIO 
concentrations  were  corrected  for  loss  of  CIO  during  the  time 
period  between  ClO  formation  and  the  266  nm  laser  pulse.  CIO 
loss  was  observed  to  be  second  order  and,  therefore,  due  to  the 
ClO  +  CIO  reaction.  ClO  removal  was  investigated  by  monitoring 
the  dependence  of  fluorescence  signal  intensity  and  k1  on  the 
time  delay  between  the  two  lasers.  For  P  5  50  Torr  and  T  £ 
298K,  very  little  ClO  loss  occurred  on  the  time  scale  of  our 
experiments.  However,  at  lower  temperatures  and  higher 
pressures  ClO  removal  became  much  more  rapid  and  rather  large 
corrections  to  the  CIO  concentration  obtained  from  equation  (2) 
were  required. 

Our  results  show  that  kj  is  independent  of  pressure  but 
increases  with  decreasing  temperature.  A  weighted  linear  least 
squares  analysis  of  the  In  kj  versus  1/T  data  gives  the 
Arrhenius  expression  kj(T)  •  (1.61+0.33)xlO”**expl(255+60)/T] 
cm  molecule  la  4 .  This  expression  gives  a  value  of  3.79x10” 
* ^cu^molecule”* s~*  for  kj(298lO,  in  good  agreement  with  tne  four 
recent  discharge  flow  studies.  However,  our  results  suggest 
that,  at  stratospheric  temperatures,  chlorine  catalyzed  ozone 
destruction  may  be  somewhat  more  efficient  than  previously 
thought. 

This  work  was  supported  by  The  Fluorocarbon  Program  Panel  of 
the  Chemical  Manufacturers  Association. 


TABLE  I:  Summary  of  kj  determinations. ^ 


Temperature 

00 

Pressure 

(Torr) 

k.xlO** (uncorrected) 
tcc  molecule”1s“1) 

k.xlO** (corrected) 
tcc  molecule”1s~1) 

231 

25 

4.64+0.16 

4.99+0.17 

238 

25 

4.25+0.43 

4.47+0.43 

252 

200 

3.10+0.22 

3.72+0.24 

255 

25 

4.15+0.20 

4.42+0.20 

255 

200 

3.25+0.20 

3.76+0.28 

257 

25 

3.86+0.15 

4.10+0.11 

257 

25 

4.30+0.15 

4.47+0.19 

275 

25 

3.94+0.17 

4.10+0.16 

298 

15 

3.73+0.28 

3.79+0.27 

298 

15 

4.17+0.10 

4.31+0.12 

298 

25 

3.55+0.21 

3.61+0.21  • 

298 

25 

3.47+0.25 

3.59+0.25 

298 

25 

3.51+0.14 

3.62+0.13 

298 

25 

3.87+0.36 

3.93+0.36 

298 

25 

3.89+0.15 

4.07+0.17 

298 

50 

3.91+0.23 

4.06+0.24 

298 

50 

3.62+0.15 

3.90+0.11 

298 

50 

3.70+0.12 

3.89+0.11 

298 

50 

3.53+0.19 

3.74+0.14 

298 

50 

3.76+0.16 

3.97+0.14 

298 

100 

3.73+0.68 

3.95+0.67 

298 

200 

3.39+0.27 

3.62+0.24 

298 

200 

3.39+0.28 

3.62+0.31 

298 

200 

3.55+0.12 

3.72+0.13 

298 

500 

3.18+0.16 

3.80+0.12 

338 

25 

3.16+0.60 

3.26+0.12 

359 

200 

2.99+0.14 

3.09+0.15 

360 

25 

2.89+0.13 

2.96+0.12 

367 

25 

3.35+0.13 

3.44+0.13 

(a)  Errors  are  2r  and  represent  precision  only. 


"The  kinetics  of  CIO  decay  and  spectroscopy  of  species  formed." 

R.A.Cox,  J.M. Davies  and  G. D. Havman 
Environmental  and  Medical  Sciences  Division, 
A.E.R.E.  Harwell, 

□::on.  ,0X11  ORA. 

,  England. 


The  role  of  CIO  in  the  catalysis  of  03  decomposition  in  the 
stratosphere  has  been  recognised  since  1974  and  the  rate  constants 
for  the  reactions  involved  in  the  C10x  catalytic  cycle  have  been 
determined  with  good  precision.  In  the  present  day  stratosphere, 
the  catalytic  efficiency  of  the  C10x  cycle  has  been  reduced  due  to 
the  coupling  with  the  N0X  chemistry.  In  a  possible  future  'high 
chlorine  scenario’,  the  concentration  of  chlorine  containing 
species  will  be  higher  and  many  reactions  of  minor  significance  now 
may  became  important. 

Despite  the  wealth  of  data  available  on  the  reactions  of 
CIO,  there  is  considerable  uncertainty  in  the  rate  constants  for 
its  bi molecular  and  termolecul ar  self -reactions  (1— 4>.  This  program 
was  undertaken  to  remove  some  of  the  uncertainty. 


CIO  +  CIO - >  Cla  +  Da  . (1) 

- >  Cl  +  C100  . (2) 

- >  Cl  +  OCIO  . (3) 

M 

< - >  Cl=Oa  (4,-4) 

M 


The  kinetic  experiments  were  performed  by  using  a  molecular 
modulation  technique.  CIO  was  produced  by  photolysis  of  Cla  in 

mixtures  either  with  0*  or  with  0*  and  Na.  Total  pressures  from 
2  to  760  torr  were  used  at  given  temperatures  in  the  range  268  to 
338  K.  The  formation  and  decay  of  the  CIO  radical  were  followed 
by  monitoring  its  ultraviolet  absorption  at  277.2  nm,  corresponding 
to  the  11-0  vibrational  band  of  the  A-X  electronic  transition. 

On  photolysis  of  CIa,  CIO  was  produced  and  reached  a  steady 
state  concentration  when  its  production  and  decay  rates  were  equal. 
When  the  photolysis  ceased,  the  C1D  radicals  decayed,  but  at  a 
slower  rate.  In  both  cases,  the  decays  were  second  order  with 

respect  to  CIO.  In  the  ’light-on’  phase  of  the  modulation  cycle, 
there  was  a  high  concentration  of  Cl  atoms  present  which  scavenged 
Cla03  very  efficiently  through  reaction  (S) .  When  the  photolysis 

Cl20a  +  Cl  - >  C1Z02  f  C100  . (5) 

stopped,  the  Cl  atom  concentration  dropped  rapidly  so  that  the  back 
thermal  decomposition  reaction  (-4)  of  the  dimer  became  significant, 
leading  to  a  slower  net  removal  of  CIO. 
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The  observed  bimolecular  rate  constants  tor  the  decay  of  CIO 
were  plotted  as  a  function  of  pressure  at  a  fi;:ed  temperature  as 
shown  in  figure  1.  At  low  total  pressures,  the  plots  are  linear. 
Due  to  the  complication  introduced  by  reaction  (-4)  in  the 
'light-off'  period,  the  analysis  concentrated  on  the  rate  constants 
governing  the  rise  to  and  establishment  of  the  steady  state.  The 
temperature  dependences  of  the  slope  and  intercept  obtained  from 
’light-on’  decays  yielded  the  following  expressions. 

—  a.  s 

lieL-Qr-K  =  (2.1  >xlO-3a  expC  (  312±215)/T3  cm4*  molecule-3  s-1 

—  1.0 

♦  3  . 

liiNTeRcurT  —  (1.4  )xlO-13  expE (-1644+400) /T3  cm3  molecule-1  s-1 

—  1-0 

The  slope  of  the  plots  of  the  observed  rate  constant  versus 
the  total  pressure  can  be  tentatively  assigned  to  the  termol ecul ar  * 
rate  constant,  k-».  The  zero  pressure  intercept  is  the  sum  of  the 
rate  constants  for  the  effective  bimolecular  reactions  removing 
CIO. 


Complementary  to  the  kinetic  experiments,  spectroscopi c 
studies  were  undertaken  in  an  attempt  to  record  the  ultraviolet 
absorption  spectrum  of  ClaOa. 


The  apparatus  used  in  the  kinetic  experiments  was  modified 
to  allow  mixtures  to  flow  through  the  reaction  vessel.  Ultraviolet 
absorption  spectra  were  recorded  using  a  diode  array  camera  which 
allowed  intensities  in  the  wavelength  range  from  220  to  300  nm  to 
be  sampled  simultaneously.  Three  systems  were  chosen  for  study. 

(1)  cia  /0s(0a) /N= 

(2)  ClaO/Cla  /Na 

(3)  0C10/Na 

In  each  case,  the  differences  in  absorption  with  and  without 
photolysis  were  obtained.  After  correction  for  the  characteristic 
absorptions  due  to  Os,  OCIO  etc  and  the  CIO  produced  by  photolysis, 
a  residual  absorption  was  seen  in  all  throe  systems  (Figure  2). 

The  absorption,  which  became  stronger  as  the  temperature  was 
reduced,  is  similar  to  C100,  but  is  shifted  some  10  nm  to  the  blue. 
The  most  conclusive  evidence  for  assigning  the  spectrum  to  ClaO- 
was  the  dependence  of  the  absorption  on  the  square  of  the  CC1Q3. 

In  the  three  systems  used,  the  Cl  atom  concentration  was  kept  low 
by  the  presence  of  an  efficient  scavenger  (03,  ClaOa  or  0C10). 
This  allowed  the  equilibrium  between  CIO  and  ClaOa  to  become 
established  and  for  high  concentrations  of  the  dimer  to  be  produced 
in  contrast  to  the  kinetic  experiments. 

Current  and  future  work  will  concentrate  on  quantifying  the 
absorption  spectrum  to  obtain  cross-sections  for  the  dimer  in  this 
wavelength  region. 


KINETIC  STUDY  OF  THE  REACTIONS  OF  N2O5 
WITH  OH,  HO2,  Cl  and  CIO 

A.  Mellotiki,  G.  Poulet  and  G.  Le  Eras 

Centre  de  Recherches  sur  la  Chimie  de  la  Combustion 
et  des  Hautes  Temperatures 
C.N.R.S. 

45071  Orleans  Cedex  2  -  France 


Recently,  N2O5  has  been  detected  in  the  stratosphere  (l)  at  concentrations 
fully  consistent  with  model  predictions  (2).  If  the  thermal  dissociation  of  N2O5 
is  the  main  tropospheric  fate  of  N2O5  in  day-time,  in  the  stratosphere  where 
the  N2O5  photolysis  is  an  important  process,  the  reactions  of  free  radicals  with  N2O5 
could  also  play  a  role.  Speculative  calculations  (3)  have  shown  that,  except  for 
the  CI  +  N2O5  reaction,  the  other  title  reactions  could  contribute  to  NOxchemistry  if 
their  rate  constants  were  higher  than  I0"*3  cm^ molecule*!  s'*  . 

The  present  study  was  performed  using  the  discharge-flow  method.  N2O5, pre¬ 
pared  from  the  reaction  of  NO  with  O3  (4)  was  used  in  high  excess  (up  to  4  x  10*5 
molecules  cm'3)  over  the  free  radical  concentrations.  All  measurements  were  done  in 
helium  carrier  at  room  temperature  and  at  low  pressure  (between  0.8  and  2.6 
Torr)  in  a  halocarbon  wax  coated  reactor  Free  radicals  were  detected  by  E.P.R.. 
NO2,  resulting  from  the  slow  decomposition  of  N2O5  (I  to  10%  of  N2O5),  was 
flica  calibrated  by  E.P.R.  after  conversion  into  NO  via  the  addition  of  excess 
ms.  HNO3,  which  was  an  unavoidable  contaminant  in  N2O5  (3  to  7%  of 

was  analyzed  by  mass  spectrometry.  The  side  reactions  of  NO2  and  HNC^with 
till.  irer.  cals  were  taken  into  account  in  the  data  analysis.  And  independent 
experiment  ...re  done  under  the  same  conditions  to  re -measure  the  rate  constants 
for  the  reactions  of  NO2  with  the  four  free  radicals,  generally  leading  to  a  good 
agreement  with  previous  literature  data  (Table  1). 
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TABLE  I  *  SUMMARY  OF  THE  SECOND -ORDER  RATI;  CONSTANTS 
FOR  N02  REACTIONS  IN  HELIUM  AT  29) K. 


Reaction 

N*  of 

experiment* 

P 

(Torr) 

k 

(cm*  molecule  '*  i-l ) 

OH. NO?  - >  HNO) 

13 

0.62 

(6.6  *.  1.6)  x  10'*** 

IJ 

1.36 

(1.26 -O.IDx  lO-U 

IS 

1.99 

(1.391 0.19)  x  I0-*1 

1) 

2  .66 

( 1 .70S  0.20)  x  10-13 

HO?. NO?  - ►  HNO, 

13 

2.60 

(a) 

CI.NO2  - ►  ClNO? 

13 

2.10 

(2.511.3)  x  I0'“* 

CIO.NO2  - ►  CINOj 

to 

t.tto 

(8.711.0)  x  10-13 

(a)  i  The  rale  connum  wav  obtained  from  computer  simulation  of  the  data 
(due  to  the  interference  o|  the  recombination  reaction  ol  H02  )  and  agreed  with 
the  low  pressure  limit  of  ref.  S  :{7.S-*  1.9)  x  10*  **  cm*  molecule"*  V*  at  2.^To rr 
in  helium. 


•  Reaction  OH  ^NoOs  ; 

The  apparent  first  order  rate  constant  for  the  reaction  of  OH  (produced 
from  the  reaction  H  i-NOj  ►  OH  4  NO)  with  N2O5  ranged  from  to  123  s'l 
at  2.M  Torr.  After  corrections  for  the  interfering  reactions  (wall  loss  of  OH,’ 
0H+N02+He  reaction  and  OH+HNOj  reaction)  and  considering  both  random 
errors  at.d  experimental  uncertainties,  the  upper  limit  of  the  rate  constant  for 
this  leaction  was  :  5x  IfH^cm3  molecule'!  s'l 

.  Reaction  HOz+NoOs  : 

HO2  radicals  were  produced  from  the  chemical  source  Cl  4  CH3  OH  +  62  and 
were  analyzed  after  conversion  into  OH  through  the  addition  of  excess  NO  upstream 
from  the  E.P.R.  cavity.  The  wall  loss  of  HO2  and  the  reaction  H02+N02*He 
were  found  negligible  leading  to  the  upper  limit  for  the  rate  cons’tant  :  I  x  1 0“ 1 5 
cm^  molecule' •  s'*. 

.  Reaction  C-I+NtOs  : 

The  apparent  decays  observed  for  the  Cl  atoms,  produced  by  microwave 
discharge  in  Cl2,  were  mainly  due  to  the  side  reaction  CNNOj  +  He.  The  appro- 
priatccorrection  for  each  measurement  led  to  the  upper  limit  for  the  rate  constant: 
5x  10-15  cm3  molecule- 1  s'l. 
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.  Reaction  CIO  +  N?Os  : 

CIO  radicals  were  produced  from  the  reaction  Cl  t-OCIO  — ^2  CIO,  with 
an  excess  of  OCIO.  In  this  case,  the  corrections  due  to  secondary  chemistry  were 
negligible  and  the  upper  limit  obtained  for  the  rate  constant  was  :  6  x  10"*6cm3 
molecule-*  s"*. 

All  the  data  are  summarized  in  Table  II. 


TAliLE  II  i  SUMMAKY  OP  THE  UPPER  LIMITS  OP  THE  RATE 
CONSTANTS  FOR  N2  05  REACTIONS  AT  293K. 


Ueactioo 

Ml 

<  caMnolc 

N#  of 
exp. 

(cm*  mol.'  1  s“l) 

HNO3 ♦ NO3 

-27.3 

OH  .NjOs'^' 

6 

<5  x  10  *5 

IINO^  ♦  N02 

-19.1 

HNO(f  1  NO3 

HOj  ♦  N2O5 

^*IIN0j.N02.O2 

-2.9 

14 

<1  x  10-15 

-29.6 

CI.N2O5  _>CIN0j.N02 

-IS. 5 

20 

<5  x  10-15 

CIO.N2Oi  _.CINOj  .NO3 

-14.1 

19 

<6  x  I0-*6 

The  present  kinetic  results  indicate  a  very  low  reactivity  of  N2O5  with 
free  radicals.  That  confirms  the  result  of  a  previous  study  of  O  t  N2O5  reaction 
(6)  for  which  an  upper  limit  of  the  rate  constant  was  also  given  :  3  x  10"*6cm3  mo¬ 
lecule"*  S"*. 


Finally,  these  reactions  -with  the  pathways  indicated  in  Table  II-  cannot 
be  significant  stratospheric  sources  of  HNO3,  HNO^and  Cl NO^and,  more  generally, 
the  reactions  of  N2O5  with  free  radicals  can  be  disregarded  in  atmospheric  chemistry. 
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The  Reactivity  of  the  Nitrate  Radical  with  Alkynes  and  some  other 
Molecules 

C.  Canosa-Mas,  S.J.  Smith,  S.  Toby  and  R.P.  Wayne 
Physical  Chemistry  Laboratory,  Oxford  University,  U.K. 

Recent  observations  on  the  abundances  of  alkynes  In  the  atmosphere 
(1)  has  stimulated  renewed  Interest  in  the  interactions  of  these  species 
with  atmospherically  reactive  intermediates  (2).  We  report  for  the  first 
time  the  rate  constants  for  the  reactions  at  295  +  2  It  of  the  nitrate 
radical  (NOg)  with  acetylene,  propyne,  1-butyne,  2-butyne,  1-pentyne  and 
1-hcxyne.  In  addition,  rates  were  measured  of  the  reactions  of  with 
N02,  02,  S02,  CgH^,  1,3-butadiene  and  i -methyl  propene  (isobutene).  An 
absolute  method  for  determining  the  rate  constants  was  used. 

Nitrate  radicals  were  formed  in  a  flow  system  by  the  reaction 
F  +  IlNOg  J1F  +  NOj.  Molecular  fluorine  diluted  with  helium  was  passed 
through  a  microwave  discharge  and  into  a  stream  of  nitric  acid  vapour  in 
a  Ho  carrier.  The  N03  concentration  was  measured  by  absorption  of 
X  =  662  +2.1  nm  light  using  a  four-pass  White  cell,  the  system  being 
calibrated  by  titration  with  NO.  In  most  cases  N03  reactions  were  studied, 
under  pseudo-first  order  conditions.  For  the  fastest  reactions,  however, 
the  NO,  and  reactant  concentrations  were  sometimes  comparable  and  the  data 

O 

were  then  treated  assuming  second  order  kinetics  with  1:1  NOg/reactant 
stoichiometry.  Results  using  both  sets  of  conditions  were  compared  and 
computer  simulation  was  used  to  investigate  the  influence  of  possible 
secondary  reactions  which  could  affect  the  stoichiometry. 

We  measured  k(NOg  +  N02  +  M  -►  NgOg  +  ranBe  t°rr  (He 

diluent)  and  good  agreement  with  literature  values  (5)  was  obtained.  No 
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direct  measurements  of  NOg  decay  along  the  1  m  long  reaction  tube  were 
aadp  in  the  absence  of  added  co-reactant  but  computor  simulation  showed 
that  any  such  loss  could  not  have  been  Important,  as  has  previously  been 
noted  (3).  In  the  presence  of  reactants,  plots  of  pseudo  first  order 
constants  vs  reactant  concentration  sometimes  gave  small  positive  inter¬ 
cepts  (typically  n,  0.4  s  *)  which  may  have  resulted  from  the  reaction  of 
NOg  with  adsorbed  reactant. 

No  detectable  loss  of  NOg  in  the  presence  of  SOg  or  Og  was  found 

-17  3  —1  —1 

which  enables  us  to  put  an  upper  limit  of  i  x  10  cm  molecule  s  on 
the  rate  constants  for  those  reactions,  thus  justifying  tho  use  of  added 
Og  in  some  experiments  as  a  check  for  possible  radical  chain  reactions. 
Rate  constants  are  tabulated  in  Table  I.  Comparisons  between  runs  where 
reactant  was  used  pure,  was  diluted  with  helium  or  was  diluted  with  oxygen 
showed  no  significant  differences. 

In  the  cases  of  2,butyne,l,3~butadlene  and  isobutene,  where  [NOg]  > 
[reactant],  second  order  kinetic  plots  were  curved.  This  curvature  could 
be  accounted  for  by  additional  consumption  of  NOg  according  to  the 
sequence: 

N03  +  X  — Y  +  Z 
NOg  +  Y  — — Products 

where  kg  =  (1-10)  x  10  14  cm3  molecule  1  s  These  values  of  kg  are 
close  to  those  expected  when  the  intermediate  Y  5  NOg,  and  this  is  in 
accord  with  the  postulation  of  epoxides  'and  NOg  elimination  when  NOg 
rekets  with  unsaturated  hydrocarbons  (9). 

Comparisons  botween  the  rate  constants  for  NOg  with  alkynes  and 

3 

alkones  and  those  for  the  corresponding  reactions  with  Oil,  0(  P)  and  Og 
are  made  and  discussed.  In  addition,  the  relationship  of  k(N0g  +  alkynes) 


and  ioniAatlon  energies  will  be  given. 


Work  is  being  continued  on  these  systems  in  order  to  determine  the 
temperature  dependences  of  the  rate  coefficients. 


Table  I.  Rate  Constants  for  Reactions  of  NOg  at  295  +  2  K 


Rdflct&n t 

,  ,,.18  3  ,  ,  -1  -1 

k„  u  x  10  cm  molecule  s 
a95K 

Total  pressure 

Literature  values 
(ref.) 

This  work  *  | 

range,  Torr 

acetylene 

- 

0.8  +  0.3 

0.6  -  8 

propyne 

- 

6.2  +  1.0 

2-7 

1-butyne 

- 

6.81  +  0.35 

3-5 

2-butyne 

- 

870  +  150 

1.5  -  10 

1-pcntyno 

- 

11.6  +  1.3 

1-2 

1-hexyne 

- 

16.4  +  2.9 

2 

sulfur  dioxide 

4;  4  <4) 

<  0.1 

1-3 

oxygen 

- 

<  0.1 

1.7  -  5 

ethylene 

1.1  <6.7) ;  10.9  (8) 

8.8  +  1.1 

2-12 

2-methyl  propene 

3100  (6,7);  3300  (3) 

3400  +  700 

2-5 

1,3-butadiene 

- 

2200  +  600 

2-4 

11  error  limits  are  +  20 
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The  gas  phase  reaction  of  ethyl  radicals  with  NO,. 
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SHANAHAN,  X. 

School  of  Chemical  Sciences, 

National  Institute  for  Higher  Education, 

Glasnevin,  Dublin  9,  Ireland. 

The  gas  phase  reaction  of  ethyl  radicals  with  NO,  was  studied  at  ambient  temperature 
(298  ±  3  K) .  Ethyl  radicals  were  produced  by  the  photolysis  of  ethyl  bromide 
in  the  wavelength  range  220  -  400  nm.  The  major  reaction  products  were 
nitroethane  and  acetaldehyde,  but  a  careful  search  indicated  that  ethyl  nitrite  and 
formaldehyde  were  not  products  of  the  reaction.  The  results  are  interpreted  in 
terms  of  a  mechanism  involving  the  production  of  nitroethane  and  ethoxy  radicals: 

C2H5*+N02  C2H5N02*  ~H  ■■>  C2H5N02  (1) 

C2Hs<  +  N02  - >  C2H50*  +  NO  (2) 

followed  by  a  complex  reaction  of  C2HsO-  to  form  acetaldehyde: 

C2ilsO-  - >  Acetaldehyde  (3) 

The  experimental  evidence  is  consistent  with  the  involvement  of  bromine  atoms  in 
the  decomposition  of  the  ethoxy  radicals,  and  it  is  proposed  that  CH3CH0  is 
produced  as  a  result  of  process  4a  and  /  or  4b: 


C2Hs0  •  +  Br  * 


->  CHjCHO  +  HBr 

->  CHjCHOBr 


(4a) 


(4b) 


The  importance  of  heterogeneous  processes  on  the  production  of  acetaldehyde  will 
also  be  discussed.  The  relative  importance  of  the  two  addition  routes  of  C2Hs* 
radicals  to  N02  was  determined  over  a  wide  pressure  range,  providing  an  estimate 
of  the  high-pressure  limiting  value  of  therate  constant  ratio,  k2/k2. 


Kinetic  Measurements  on  the  NO  f  NO,  =  N,0,  Reaction  using  a  Pulsed 
Photolysis  -  IR  Laser  Absorption  Technique 

Ian  W.M.  Smith  and  Gregory  Yarwood 

Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Birmingham, 

P.0.  Box  363,  Birmingham  Bl5  2TT,  U.K. 


Kinetic  measurements  using  time-resolved  spectroscopic  observations  in  the 
infrared  are  comparatively  rare.  They  are  especially  useful  if  the  ultra¬ 
violet  transitions  of  the  transient  speoj.es  are  broad  dissociative  continue., 
particularly  if  overlap  between  such  continua  occur.  Resonance  detection 
methods  are  then  Impossible  and  standard  absorption  techniques  are  insensitive 
and  may  be  difficult  to  interpret.  On  the  other  hand,  all  molecular  species 
possess  relatively  narrow,  characteristic  infrared  bands.  Using  a  cw  laser 
as  a  background  source,  small  absorptions  in  infrared  bands  can  be  measured 
and  the  sensitivity  is  fairly  independent  of  total  pressure. 

In  this  paper,  we  shall  report  the  measurement  of  rate  constants  for  the 
system: 

ki 

NO  +  NO,  (+M)  M,  0,  (+M)  (1) 

k-i 

at  210  K  and  total  pressures  (M  =  He,Ar,CFi,)  from  50  Torr  to  several  atmospheres. 
Besides  demonstrating  the  potential  of  the  pulsed  photolysis  -  infrared 
absorption  technique,  this  investigation  is  the  first  in  a  series  designed  to 
study  the  kinetics  of  association-dissociation  in  weakly  bound  systems.  The 
main  components  of  the  apparatus  are  (i)  a  conventional,  low  temperature, 
flash  photolysis  reaction  cell,  and  (ii)  a  line-selective  cw  CO  laser  operating 
at  ca  100  K.  Mixtures  are  prepared  containing  ca  50  mTorr  NO,,  4.5-10  Torr  HO, 
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and  diluent  gas.  The  laser  is  usually  operated  on  the  Pjj  jq  (14)  line  which 

1  2 

is  coincident  with  a  Q  branch  of  the  v^  (HO  stretch)  mode  in  NjO, .  '  Pulsed 
photolysis  (200  J  flash,  FWHM  <v  5  Rs)  perturbs  the  equilibrium  represented  by 
equation  (1)  to  the  left  and  relaxation  to  equilibrium  is  observed  by 
monitoring  the  transmitted  intensity  (Ifc)  of  the  laser  line  using  a  room 
temperature  InSb  detector. 

The  single-shot  traces  of  It  against  time  are  well-matched  by  single 
exponentials  with  the  first-order  constant  corresponding  to  ki (NO) (M)  +  k_i (M) 
ki(NO](M){l  +  (k_i/ki [NO] ) ) ,  The  term  in  brackets  can  be  calculated  from  the 
known  equilibrium  constant,  K  =  (ki/k_i),  with  allowance  being  made  for  the 
small  rise  in  gas  temperature  as  a  result  of  the  photodissociation  of  N,0, . 
Preliminary  analysis  of  the  results  yields  the  following  third-order  rate 
constants  (T  =  210  K) . 


k°i 

(M=He)  = 

(2.0 

±  0.5) 

X 

io-JJ 

cm6 

molecule"* 

a"1 

k  l 

(M=Ar)  = 

(2.4 

±  0.8) 

X 

io->1 

cm6 

molecule"* 

s"1 

ki° 

(M=CFi*)  = 

(4  ± 

1) 

X 

10"JJ 

cm6 

molecule"1 

s"» 

At  the  meeting  we  shall  report  (i)  the  results  of  measurements  at  total 

pressures  greater  than  one  atmosphere,  in  order  to  examine  the  transition  Into 

the  fall-off  region,  and  (ii)  comparisons  of  the  observed  rate  constants  with 

3 

those  estimated  using  the  methods  developed  by  Troe. 
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Temperature  and  pressure  dependence  of  the  rate  constant  for 


the  association  reaction  CF^  +  Og  +  M  CF-jOg  +  M 


F.  CARAIP,  A.M.  00GN0N  and  R,  LESCLAUX 

Laboratoire  de  Photophysique  Photochimie  Mo1§culaire  -  UA  CNRS  N°348 
UniversitS  de  Bordeaux  I  -  33405  TALENCE  CEDEX  (France) 


The  association  reaction  of  methyl  and  halomethyl  radicals 
with  oxygen  are  important  steps  in  the  oxidation  processes  occuring 
in  the  atmosphere.  However  the  only  experimental' kinetic  data 
available  are  limited  to  room  temperature  (see  for  instance  :  [l] 
for  CH3  radical/[2|  for  CF3  and  CC1 3  radical,  [3]for  CFC1 2  radical). 
In  the  case  of  the  CH3  radicals,  calculations  of  the  fall -off 
parameters  as  a  function  of  temperature  are  presented  in  [4’J. 

In  the  scope  of  the  study  of  the  chlorofluoromethane 
oxidation,  we  reporte  a. detailed  investigation  of  the  reaction 
CF3  +  0.,  +  M  CFgOg  +  M  in  the  pressure  and  temperature  range 
1-12  torr  and  233-473  K  respectively.  Measurements  have  been 
performed  using  pulsed  laser  photolysis  and  time  resolved  mass 
spectrometry. 

The  reaction  was  found  to  be  in  its  fall-off  region  over 
our  range  of  experimental  conditions.  The  principal  goal  of  this 
study  was  the  determination  of  the  temperature  dependence  of  the 
fall-off  parameters. 

The  experimental  results  have  been  modelled  using  the 
equation  proposed  by  TROE  and  coworkers.  The  three  parameters 
ko’  ko°'  Fc  ^ave  been  determined  by  fitting  this  equation  to  our 
experimental  data  taking  into  account  that  the  relative  values 
of  thesp  parameters  have  the  constraints  imposed  by  the  following 
equations  : 

ko  =  koCx  ec 


(1) 
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where  k^0  is  the  low  pressure  limiting  strong  collision  rate 
coefficient  and  8C  the  collision  efficiency 


(2) 


where  F^c  and  F*c  are  the  strong  and  weak  collision  factors 
c  c 

respectively 


Fwc  _  0,14 
rc  pc 


(3) 


i-bc1/2  fe  Ry 

where  <6E>  is  the  average  energy  removed  by  collision  and  F^ 
a  coefficient  which  accounts  for  the  energy  dependence  of  the 
density  of  states. 

k^c  and  F^c  have  been  calculated  from  the  values  of 
o  c  _  j 

molecular  parameters  of  CFgO,,  (AH|2g8  =  -147  kcal  mole"  [5] 
and  vibrational  frequencies  [6])  using  the  expression  developped 
by  TROE. 

This  analysis  has  led  to  a  fairly  good  consistency  between 
the  present  and  previous  experimental  results,  the  theoretical 
approach  and  the  molecular  parameters  used  in  the  calculations. 

The  expression  obtained  for  the  temperature  dependence  of  k0 
with  N2  as  buffer  gas  is  : 

kQ  =  (1.9  ±  0.2)  x  10"29(T/298)(“4,7±  0,4)cm6  molecule-2  s"1 
The  rate  expression  proposed  for  k^ 

k^  =  (9  ±  2)  x  10-12(T/298)(°  t  ^cm3  molecule-1  s-1 
is  consistent  with  the  calculated  expression 
Fc  =  exp-(T/395) 

and  preceeding  values  reported  at  room  temperature. 
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CX3  -0^  Bond  Dissociation  Energies 
by 

L.  Batt  and  P.  Stewart,  University  of  Aberdeen, 
Aberdeen  AB9  2UE,  Scotland. 


The  experimentally  observed  pressure  dependence  for  the  reaction 
CXj  +  Oj  +  M  CXjO^  +  M,  where  X  =  If  or  halogen,  was  modelled  using  a 
full-scale  RRKM  program.  This  involved  the  reverse  unimolecular 
decomposition  reaction  and  the  employment  of  the  principle  of  microscopic 
reversibility. 

An  excellent  fit  with  experiment  was  obtained  in  each  case,  giving 


the  CX3  -02  bond  dissociation 

energies 

below 

D(CX3  -02)Kcal  mol"1 

29.9 

21.6 

24  .8 

35.6 

CX3 

C,,3 

CC13 

crci2 

CF3 
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DISSOCIATION  BNBRGY  OP  C-0  BOND  IN  THS  CF-jOg  RADICAL 
Vedeneev  V.I.,  Goldenberg.M.Ya.,  TeitelbojLn  M.A. 

The  role  of  halogenated  peroxide  radicals  in  the  oxidation  of 
halogenated  hydrocarbons,  specifically  freons,  is  as  important  as 
that  of  alkyl  peroxide  radicals  in  the  oxidation  of  hydrocarbons. 
Therefore,  thermochemical  and  kinetio  data  on  these  radicals  are  of 
ccpnBiderable  interest. 

In  the  present  workjl  comparing  new  experimental  data  on  the 
pressure  dependence  of  the  reaction  rate  constant  for 
CP3  +  02  (+  M)  -r*-  CF-jOO  (+  M)  • 

with  calculations  performed  in  accordance  with  the  RRKM  theory,  the 
C 0  bond  dissociation  energy  in  the  CP^OO  radical  has  been  deter¬ 
mined:  D  (C?3  -  0^)  *  143  kJ/mole.  This  value  differs  substantially 
from  D  (CP-,  -  02)  ■  204  kJ/mole,  obtained  by  the  additivity  method, 

J  ,i 

and,  on  the  whole,  is  in  agreement  with  the  value  of  D  (C?3  -  Og)  • 

■.  134  kJ/mole,  previously  calculated  by  us  basod  on  comparing  the 
calculations  performed  in  accordance  with  the  RRKM  theory  and  the 

.  .v 

•  kinetio  data  then  available. 

The  value  of  C  -  0  bond  dissociation  energy  in  the  CP^O,,  ra¬ 
dical,  obtained  in  the  present  work,  and  the  reference  data  on  the 
enthalpy  of  formation  CF^,  0,  CP^O,  and  CF^OOCF^  make  it  possible 
to  arrive  at  the  following  thermochemicai  quantities: 

(C?,0p)  -  -609  kJ/molej  h2  (CP,09)  -  -615  kJ/mole; 

2o  •>  c  *298  i 

Dg98  (C?30  -  0)  »  209  kJ/molej  Dg9Q  (CP3  -  OOCF-j)  -  423  kJ/molel 
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RELATIVE  RATE  STUDIES  FOR  REACTIONS  OF  SILYLENE 

by  C.D.  Eley,  H.M.  Frey,  M.C.A.  Rowe,  R.  Walsh  and  I.M.  Wares 

Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Reading,  Whiteknighes, 
P.0.  Box  224,  Reading  RG6  2AD,  England 


ABSTRACT 

The  photochemical  decomposition  of  gaseous  phenylsilane  has  been 
investigated  at  206  nm  at  298  K  (and  also  373  K) .  The  formation  of 
benzene  and  phenyldisilane,  with  and  without  added  oxygen,  supports 
the  following  mechanism 

C6H6  +  SiH2 
C6H5Si2H5  • 

Experiments  with  added  methylsilane  give  two  new  products,  methyldisilane 
and  phenylmethyldisilane,  thus  further  demonstrating  SiH^  trapping  via 

Si»2  +  CH3SiH3  — >  CH3Si2H5 

and  also  indicating  the  presence  of  phenylsilylene,  C.HcSiH  as  an 

o  S 

intermediate  which  is  trapped  via 

C6H5SiH  +  CH3SiH3  — >  C6H5SiH2S iH2C»3 

This  supports  earlier  evidence  '  for  a  second  primary  process 
C6H5SiH3  CgHjSiH  +  H2 

Photolysis  in  the  presence  of  added  substrate  gases  yields  rate  constants 
for  the  reaction  of  SiH2  with  these  species  relative  to  reaction  with 
phenylsilane.  These  may  be  put  on  an  absolute  basis  by  use  of  recently 
measured  absolute  rate  constants  for  SiH2  by  Inoue  and  Suzuki  using  LIF 
detection,  as  shown  in  the  Table. 

Further  investigation  of  the  reaction  of  SiH2  with  H2  supports  the  pressure 
dependent  process 

Sili2  +  H2(+M)  — ^  SiH^  (+M) 

RRKM  modelling  with  weak  collisional  deactivation  (Ar,<AE>,  ■  200  cm-1) 

co  -12  3  -1  -l  down 

leads  to  a  value  of  k  =  1.9  x  10  cm  molecule  s  (within  a  factor 

t  o 

of  2).  This  is  consistent  with  recent  direct  measurements  by  Jasinski. 


C6H5SiH3 


hv 


SiH2  +  C6H5SiH3  — ^ 


Taken  in  conjunction  with  the  reverse  decomposition  rate  constant  and 
measured  thermodynamic  properties  this  leads  to 

AH  *(Sill,)  -  65.3  ±  1.5  kcal  mol"1  (at  298  K) 

The  presentation  will  include  discussion  of  the  significance  of  this 
value  in  the  light  of  previous  measurements  And  theoretical  calculations. 
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Table  Rate  constants  for  reaction  of  Si!i.)(1A|)  at  298  K. 


Reactant 

10*^  k/cm^  molecule  1  s  1 

Ref. 

SiH, 

110  +20 

2 

S1A 

570  ±  20 

2 

C«®5siH3 

110  ±  16 

this  work 

MeSiH3 

132  ±  35  b 

this  work 

Me3SiH 

52  ±  9 

this  work 

C2H4 

97  ±  12  a 

2 

C2H2 

99  ±  16 

this  work 

MeCHCHe 

110  i  27 

this  work 

°2 

1.2  4  0.2  | 

. 

this  work 

a.  Reference  value. 


b.  Relative  rates  measured  at  373  K. 
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DETECTION  OF  RADICALS  IN  THE  PHOTO-OXIDATION  OF  ALDEHYDES 

O.K.  MOORTGAT.  J.P.  BURROWS,  G.S.  TYNDALL,  W.  SCHNEIDER 
R.A.  COX*,  B.  VEYRET**  and  K.  McADAM** 

Max-Planck-Insb.  fUr  Chemie,  Air  Chemistry  Dept.  D-6500  Mainz 
*  AERE  Harwell,  U.K.,  **  Universlte  de  Bordeaux  I,  F-Talence 

A  novel  apparatus  has  been  built  at  the  MPI  to  study  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  reactants,  products  and  intermediates  (radicals) 
during  and  after  photolysis.  The  apparatus  consists  of  a  "dou¬ 
ble  multi-path"  spectrometer,  combining  both  ir-  and  uv-ab- 
sorption  spectrometry  with  additional  capability  of  modulated 
photolysis  for  transient  detection.  Photolysis  experiments 
were  performed  in  a  ^6  liter  quartz  cell  equipped  with  two  in¬ 
dependent  sets  of  White-optic  mirrors,  one  being  used  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Bom^ra  FTIR-spectrometer,  the  other  for  uv- 
vislble  absorption  measurements.  Uv-absorptlon-time  profiles 
are  fed  into  a  signal  averager  and  processed  by  an  Apple 
micro-computer.  A  schematic  diagram  is  shown  in  Figure  1. 

Absorption-time  profiles  at  selected  wavelengths  in  the  210- 
275  nra  region  were  recorded  in  the  modulated  photolysis  of 
HCHO-  and  CH3CH0-air  mixtures.  Transient  absorptions  showed  a 
characteristic  rise  and  fall  during  the  alternating  photolysis 
and  dark  periods. 

In  the  HCHO-air  system,  HOg  radicals  are  produced  in  the 
primary  photo-oxidation:  HCHO  +  hv,02  — *  2  HO2  +  CO.  However, 
the  observed  transient  absorption  (see  Figure  2)  contained  an 
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additional  superimposed  broad  band  spectrum  with  a  maximum 
near  2^0  nm  which  was  assigned  to  the  OOCH2(OH)  radical  formed 
by  the  reaction  of  HOg  with  HCHO: 

HO2  +  HCHO  00CH2(0H)  (RO2) 

Additional  experiments  were  done  in  Bordeaux  by  flash-photo- 
lysing  up  to  20  torr  of  HCHO  and  observing  the  formation  of 
the  radicals  after  the  flash  using  optical  obsorption  at  dif¬ 
ferent  wavelengths.  A  value  of  the  equilibrium  constant  K  was 
obtained:  K  =  4  x  10” 17  cm3  molecule-1  at  305  nm.  The  absorp¬ 
tion  cross  section  at  250  nm  was  estimated  to  be  near  5  +  1  x 
10-18  cm2. molecule-1 .  A  spectrum  of  the  00CH2(0H)  radical  ob¬ 
tained  at  Bordeaux  (black  dots)  is  shown  in  Figure  3,  together 
with  the  uv  absorption  spectra  of  HO2  and  CH3O2. 

Measurements  of  absorption-time  profiles  at  250  nm  and  220 
nm  during  modulated  photolysis  of  CH3CH0-alr  mixtu  -es  were  ma¬ 
de  using  photolysis  periods  of  6s.  Initial  CH3CH0-photo-oxida- 
tion  products  are  CH3O2  and  HO2  radicals: 

CH3CHO  +  hv,02  — ►H02  +  CH3O2. 

At  lower  concentrations  (0. 1  Torr  CH3CHO  in  700  Torr  Air) 
absorption  at  250  nm  wa3  expected  to  be  dominated  by  CH3O2  ra¬ 
dicals,  whereas  that  at  220  nm  was  expected  to  contain  compo¬ 
nents  due  to  HO2  and  CH3O2.  Kinetic  analysis  of  the  data  as¬ 
sisted  by  computer. simulation,  using  several  combinations  of 
absorption  cross  sections  of  CH3O2  (best  fit  =  3.2  x  10“1® 
cm2.molec.-1 )  resulted  in  a  value  k  =  3.7  x  10-12  cm3. mole¬ 
cule.  -1.3-1  for  the  reaction 

HO2  +  CH3O2  — ►  CH3OOH  +  O2  , 


in  excellent  agreement  with  the  results  obtained  from  recent 
computer  simulations  of  the  photo-oxidation  endproducts  by 
FTIR-analysis. 

At  higher  concentrations,  near  10  torr  CH3CHO,  the  transient 
spectrum  (see  Figure  *1)  contained  an  additional  component, 
which  was  attributed  to  the  acetylperoxy  radical,  CK3COO2. 

This  radical  is  formed  by  a  chain  mechanism  initiated  by  the 
CH3O  radical  reacting  with  CH3CHO.  The  formation  of  acetic 
acid  in  the  gas  phase  oxidation  of  CH3CHO  is  believed  to  occur 
from  the  addition  reaction  of  HO2  to  CH3CHO  to  form  the 
CH3CH(0H)02  radical.  A  complete  mechanism  of  the  CH3CHO  photo¬ 
oxidation  will  be  presented. 
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Ol’TICAi.  DETECTION  OK  011(^1  RADICALS 
DURING  OXIDATION  OF  ETIlYt.ENE  IN  A  JET-STIRRED  REACTOR 


A.  CIIAK1R,  F.  GAILI.ARD,  P.  DAGAUT,  M.  CATHONNET,  J.C.  BOETTNER,  II.  JAMES 


C.N.R.S.,  Centre  dc  Reclierches  sur  la  Chlmle  de  la  Combustion 
et  des  llautes  Temperatures,  45071  Orleans-Cedex,  France. 


The  recent  development  In  the  digital  computers  and  numerical 
techniques  makes  possible  to  model  the  kinetics  '7  hydrocarbon  oxidation. 
The  models  have  to  be  validated  through  comparison  with  experimental  re¬ 
sults  at  wide  ranges  of  operating  conditions.  The  availability  of  power¬ 
ful  diagnostic  techniques  would  allow  to  get  these  required .experimental 
results . 

The  data  we  obtained  in  the  past  were  from  plug-flow  and  Jet-stir¬ 
red  reactors.  These  reactors  are  suitable  for  studying  the  slow  oxida¬ 
tion  of  hydrocarbons  in  the  intermediate  temperature  range  (900-1200  K) 
and  pressures  up  to  1  Hpa.  Up  to  now,  kinetic  models  have  been  established 
for  ethylene  (1,2)  and  propane  oxidation  (3),  and  only  validated  through 
comparisons  with  experimental  results  for  the  molecular  species  concen¬ 
trations  . 

In  order  to  obtain  more  detailed  Information  on  the  oxidation  pro¬ 
cess,  a  new  jet-stirred  reactor,  similar  to  that  used  previously  (4), 
was. built  with  quartz  windows  to  allow  optical  access  and  detection  of 
some  radiative  species  produced  during  the  reaction.  To  minimize  the  quen¬ 
ching  due  to  colllslonal  deexcitation,  the  experimental  rig  was  designed 
to  be  operated  at  subatmosphcrlc  pressures. 

Fluorescence  light  is  collected,  focused  >n  the  entrance  slit  of 
a  monochromator  Jobin-Yvon  HRS  2  and  detected  by  a  photomultiplier  EMI 
6256  S  connected  to  a  photon  counter  EGG  Instruments. 

In  the  visible  range,  the  existence  of  a  strong  continuum  prevents 
the  observation  of  characteristic  bands  of  carbon  containing  excited  spe¬ 
cies.  However,  In  the  near  U.V.,  it  has  been  possible  to  observe  a  signi¬ 
ficant  emission  whose  maximum  occurs  at  308.9  nm,  due  to  electronically 
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2  f 

excited  OII(  £)  radicals  Uig.  I)  The  profiles  <>l  I  luorcsccnre  against  resi¬ 
dence  times  (0.0 2  *  *-r  0.2  s)  have  need  obtained  lor  pressures  between 
0.005  MPa  and  0.02  Mt'a,  in  a  wide  range  of  equivalence  ratios  2  ); 

these  experimental  conditions  allowing  a  good  mixing  of  the  reactor. 

Gas  samples  were  collected  by  a  quartz  sampling  probe  for  analysis 
by  gas  phase  chromatography,  during  the  same  time  of  optical  measurements. 
An  example  of  concentration  profiles  of  main  molecular  compounds  is  given 
on  figure  2,  together  with  profile  of  emission  intensity  at  308,9  nm. 

The  ethylene  oxidation  at  pressures  above  atmosphere  was  modelled 
by  a  comprehensive  detailed  kinetic  mechanism  (5).  The  same  mechanism 
is  used  to  reproduce  the  'experimental  results  at  sub-atmospheric  pressu¬ 
res,  after  changing  some  rate  coefficients.  This  is  necessary  to  account 
for  pressure  dependant  rate  constants.  A  sensitivity  analysis  is  carried 
out  to  define  these  reactions. 

This  work  is  in  progress  and  satisfactory  comparisons  are  being 
obtained  between  experiments  and  computations  for  concentrations  of  mole¬ 
cular  compounds.  On  the  basis  of  this  agreement,  computed  profiles  for 

2  i 

radical  species  could  be  used  to  explain  the  origin  of  01!(  £.)  formation 
in  the  mechanism: 

-  firstly,  the  kinetic  model  is  investigated  to  select  the  exoenerge- 
tic  processes  able  to  generate  these  excited  species  (  t.e.: 

II  »  0  *  H  — >  0ll(V)  Cll  +  02  — 7  CO  +  0H(2x) 

CH  +  1102  — HC0  *  Oil*  HCO  +  02  ->  C02  t  Oil*  ...) 

-  then,  owing  to  the  assumption  that  emission  results  from  a  balance 
between  the  production  of  Oil (  £)  and  their  colllslonal  deexcitation,  com¬ 
parison  between  the  product  of  computed  concentrations  of  the  above  reac¬ 
tant  species  and  the  level  of  fluorescence  experimentally  measured  might 
lead  to  determine  the  part  played  by  each  process  cowards  generation  of 
these  excited  radicals. 
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Detection  of  0I!(  £)  during 
oxidation  of  C2II4  In  a  jet- 
stirred  reactor:  spectrum 
of  fluorescence  near  308.9  nm 


P  =  O.OOS  MPa 
T  =  U10  K 

t  =  oX 

(Wmit  •  1  * 

silt  width  =  0.7  mm 
count  rate  =  1  H  z 
scanning  rate  =  0.017  nm.s" 


308  !  310 


Fig.  2 

Oxidation  of  C2H4  In  a  jet-stirred  reactor 
•P  =  0.008  MPa j  T  1030  K;  0  •*  0.9;  (Cj'Vinit  *  1% 

Profiles,  against  residence  times,  of: 

-  concentration  of  main  molecular  species  (  C^H^:  #>  CO:  ^  ,  00^:0 
Cll6xl0:»  ;  C.ll, xlOO: 0  ; C2ll I OOtX  ;C3H6xl00:*!.;Cll1CII0x100:O;rc/2:[ 

-  intensity  ot‘tno  fluorescence  ar  108.9  nm:  — 
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PROBH  SAMPLING  AMD  GSR  DBTHCTIOM  OF  LAUILB  SPECIES 
FOR  KINETICS  STUDIES  IN  FLAMES. 

J.F.  PAOVELS  -  M.  CARLIER  -  L.R.  SOCHBT 
La  bora taira  de  Cindtlque  et  Chialc  do  la  Coabustlo n. 

UA  CURS  876.  University  das  Sciences  ot  Techniques  de  Lille. 

50655  Vllleneuve  d'Ascq  Cedex.  France. 

The  analysis  uf  mlcroutructuro  of  flumes  Is  an  important  method  to 
study  tEe  kinetics  of  elementary  reactions  at  high  temperature.  Recently  we 
have  proposed  a  new  development  of  Vestenberg  and  Frlstrom’s  method  to 
detect  labile  species  by  ESR  in  flames  (  II,  0,  Oil,  Cl,  llr,  SO,  Sll  ).  Thu 
species  extracted  by  a  sampling  probe  are  detected  at  a  low  pressure  of 
3.10-2  Torr  after  a  residence  time  close  to  3.5  ns.  In  order  to  take  Into 
account  the  possible  destruction  of  the  species  within  the  probe  before  ESR 
detection,  the  pressure  Inside  the  probe  was  changed  and  the  quantitative 
measurement  of  the  mole  fraction  X  of  the  species  in  the  flame  was  obtained 
by  an  extrapolation  method  to  zero  pressure. 

To  support  the  validity  of  this  extrapolation  a  modelling  of  the  nuln 
reactions  occuring  in  the  sampling  probe  (  OH  +  OH  — >  IfeO  +  0  ,  ki  -  1.00 
10,2cn3mol-,s-'),<  0  +  OH  -->  H  +  02  ,k2  =  1.98  10,3cm3mol-,s-' )  with 
wall  destruction  of  H,  0  and  OH  bus  been  achieved  in  the  cuse  of  an  undoped 
flame.  Although  the  contribution  of  homogeneous  reactions  may  be  relatively 
important,  the  results  of  modelling  Justify  the  validity  of  the  linear 
extrapolation  to  zero  pressure  of  Log  X  =  f<p>,  for  the  determination  of  the 
mole  fraction  of  the  species  in  the  flame.  Examples  are  provided  for  the 
application  to  the  analysis  of  flume  structure. 
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TWO-PHOTON  LASER-EXCITED  FLUORESCENCE  STUDY  OF  H  AND  0  ATOMS: 
TEMPERATURE-DEPENDENT  QUENCHING  AND  LASER  PHOTOLYSIS  FOR 
COMBUSTION  APPLICATIONS 


U.  Meier,  K.  Kohse-Hoinghaus,  Th.  Just 

DFVLR  -  Institut  flir  Physikalische  Chemie  der  Verbrennung 
Stuttgart,  West  Germany 

The  understanding  of  the  behaviour  of  complicated  kinetic 
systems  like  flames  requires  the  knowledge  of  number  densi¬ 
ties  of  the  reacting  species  and  temperature.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  important  to  obtain  experimental  data  on  absolute  con¬ 
centrations  of  atoms  in  a  combustion  environment. 

Relative  concentration  profiles  of  hydrogen  and  oxygen  atoms 
in  a  flame  can  be  measured  by  laser-induced  two-photon  ex¬ 
citation  followed  by  fluorescence  detection. 

To  derive  absolute  number  densities  from  such  fluorescence 
measurements,  we  demonstrate  a  calibration  method  using  the 
detection  of  known  concentrations  of  H  and  O  atoms  produced 
in  a  discharge-flow  reactor. 

When  this  calibration  technique  is  applied  to  flame  condi¬ 
tions,  the  large  influence  of  fluorescence  quenching  has  to 
be  taken  into  account.  The  fact  that  fluorescence  signals  in 
a  flame  are  strongly  affected  by  quenching  is  illustrated  in 
fig.  1.  Time-resolved  fluorescence  signals  of  H  atoms  in 
a  low  pressure  H2-O2  -  flame  are  compared  to  those  re¬ 
sulting  from  a  discharge-flow  reactor  at  about  2  mbar. 
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Fig.  1  Time  -  resolved  H  atom  fluorescence  signals; 

curve  a  from  discharge-flow  reactor  at  2  mbar, 
curve  b  from  H2/O2  -  flame  at  95  mbar 


The  reduction  of  fluorescence  intensity  from  a  certain  atom 
concentration  due  to  quenching  is  taken  into  account  by  cal¬ 
culation  of  an  "effective  local  quenching  rate"  under  flame 
conditions.  This  rate  is,  in  turn,  derived  from  measurements 
of  individual  quenching  rate  constants  for  different  flame¬ 
relevant  collision  partners  in  the  discharge-flow  system. 
Table  1  shows  some  examples  for  quenching  of  the  n=3  -  level 
of  H  atoms  which  was  excited  by  two-photon  -  absorption  in 
our  experiments.  Similar  measurements  were  performed  for  O 
atoms . 

For  H2,  O2  and  H2O  we  also  investigated  the  temperature  de¬ 
pendence  of  the  quenching  rate  constant.  No  noticeable  tem¬ 
perature  dependence  was  found  within  a  range  from  300  to 
650  K.  This  result,  together  with  the  very  high  rate  con¬ 
stants  for  most  collision  partners  at  room  temperature  sug¬ 
gests  that  long-range  interactions  are  responsible  for  the 
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energy  transfer  during  the  collision  process. 

Table  1. 

Quenching  rate  constants  for  the  n=3  state  of  H  atoms 


collision 

partner 

kg  (cm3/s) 

collision 

partner 

kg  (cm3/s) 

He 

no  effect  * 

h2o 

(1.1  +  .l)-10"8 

Ar 

(4.6  +  . 5 )  - 10“10 

co2 

(3.9  +  .  2 ) • 10"9 

02 

(2.6  +  . 1 ) * 10“9 

CH4 

(3.5  ±  .2) •10“9 

h2 

(2.2  ±  .D-10"9 

c2h2 

{5.6  +  .  4 ) • 10"9 

*  within  the  pressure  range  0.5  to  10  mbar 


Two-photon  excitation  of  atomic  species  requires  very  high 
laser  intensities.  Therefore,  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid 
production  of  additional  atoms  by  laser  photolysis  of  po¬ 
tential  precursor  molecules.  Since  this  effect  may  have  an 
influence  on  absolute  concentration  measurements,  we  studied 
the  production  of  H  and  O  atoms  from  the  parent  molecules  C>2, 
H2,  H2O,  and  OH.  The  experiments  led  to  the  result  that  laser 
photolysis  can  be  neglected  at  the  wavelengths  and  power 
levels  we  usually  employed  for  H  and  O  detection;  however,  it 
may  become  a  problem  at  sufficiently  high  intensities. 

Based  on  the  results  on  quenching  and  laser  photolysis,  ex¬ 
periments  are  currently  under  way  in  which  absolute  H  atom 
concentrations  as  well  as  spatial  concentration  profiles  are 
measured  for  various  H2-O2  -  low-pressure  -  flames.  This 
procedure  should  basically  also  be  applicable  to  hydro¬ 
carbon  flames. 


AN  EXPERT  SYSTEM  FOR  GAS  PURSE  REACTION  MECHANISMS 
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P.B.Ayscough,  D.L.Baulch  and  S.J.Chinnick 
Department  of  Physical  Chemistry,  University  of  Leeds,  U.K. 

Two  objectives  of  modelling  complex  chemical  systems  are 
(i)  to  simulate  an  experimental  or  industrial  process.  (ii)  to  gain 
an  understanding  of  the  kinetics  involved.  For  (i)  it  is  often  sufficient 
-to  involve  a  simple  model  with  a  small  number  of  empirical  parameters. 

The  model  may  be  conveniently  derived  by  considering  a  small  number  of 
elementary  reaction  steps  in  a  pseudo-mechanism.  The  rate  parameters  may 
then  be  fitted  to  experimental  observations,  but  the  fitted  valves  have  no 
fundamental  significance. 

In  order  to  gain  a  proper  understanding  of  a  complex  chemical  system, 
it  is  usually  necessary  to  construct  an  extensive  mechanism  from  a 
systematic  evaluation  of  all  possible  steps  to  a  given  order  of  complexity. 
The  rate  parameters  for  each  step  must  be  found  or  estimated  and  the 
mechanism  translated  into  a  set  of  differential  equations  for  numerical 
integration. 

The  predicted  time-concentration  profiles  may  be  compared  with 
experiment,  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  from  a  sensitivity 
analysis,  allowing  the  mechanism  to  be  refined.  However,  for  a 

mechanism  of  200  steps  involving  50  species  there  are  ~  10000  1st  order 
sensitivity  co-efficients  to  interpret. 

The  development  of  computer  environments  for  use  in  Artificial 
Intelligence  has  enabled  an  alternative  approach  to  be  explored.  Using 
the  programming  language  PROLOG,  a  computer-representation  for  chemical 
species  has  been  derived  which  closely  parallels  simple  chemical  notation. 

It  is  possible  to  manipulate  these  data-structures  so  as  to  'mirror'  the 
rupture  and  formation  of  chemical  bonds.  In  this  manner,  the  following 
classes  of  (free-radical)  reactions  have  been  'coded'  s 


Reaction  Typo 


tbb 

Decomposition,  Molecular  Elimination,  Radical  Decomposition, 
Abstraction,  Addition,  Isomerisation,  Radical  Conversion,  Olefin  Conversion, 
Recombination,  Disproportionation . 

In  its  crudest  form,  the  computer  can  thus  be  used  as  a  systematic 
generator  of  reaction  steps  in  the  usual  process  of  modelling.  However, 
it  is  possible  to  constrain  the  reaction  generator  by  defining  sets  of 
rules  representing  chemical  knowledge  or  intuition.  This  then  constitutes 
an  EXPERT  SYSTEM. 

The  phases  in  which  reactions  are  generated  and  expert-rules  are 
invoked  is  illustrated  in  the  following  diagram  s 


Each  distinct  phase  of  the  process  is  described  below  : 


E55 


EVALUATE  -  For  a  previously  unencountered  species  (i.o.  a  reactant 
or  new  product),  the  program  finds  the  set  of  all  reaction-types  for  which 
the  species  is  a  valid  reactant.  All  feasible  combinations  with  existing 
species  for  each  reaction-type  are  stored  (implicitly)  for  later 
consideration.  Some  'embryo'  reactions  may  be  discarded  at  this  stage 
using  rules  of  the  type  : 

"Ignore  ABSTRACTIONS  involving  a  radical  X  if  the  estimated  rate 
of  decomposition  of  X  is  considerably  faster  than  the  maximum  rate 
of  abstraction  by  X.  " 

SELECT  -  The  order  in  which  reactions  ore  'performed'  can  have  a 

considerable  effect  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  EXPERT  SYSTEM.  Rules  are 
defined  to  give  priority  to  the  faster  steps  e.g  : 

"Decompose  radicals  as  soon  as  they  are  generated." 

"Delay  termination  steps  until  after  propagation  steps." 

PERFORM  -  Once  an  embryo  reaction  has  been  selected,  all  possible 

products  of  the  reaction  step  are  generated. 

ELIMINATE  -  For  reactions  with  more  than  one  possible  pathway,  the 
rate  of  each  reaction  is  estimated,  and  compared.  Slow  paths  are  not 
included  in  the  mechanism  e.g. 

"Decomposition  via  C-H  fission  is  discarded  in  favour  of  C-C  fission" 
An  EXPERT  SYSTEM  for  the  pyrolysis  of  small  hydrocarbons  has  been 
constructed  in  this  manner.  The  program  has  been  tested  by  considering 
ethane  and  propane  at  low  pressures  at  around  700K  since  a  body  of  good 
experimental  data  is  available  for  these  systems.  On  entering  the 
structural  formula  for  ethane,  the  program  generated  a  pyrolysis  mechanism 
involving  18  species  in  44  elementary  steps,  without  recourse  to  any 
"merical  integration  or  sensitivity  analysis.  Approximately  400  reactions 
were  considered.  Similarly  for  propane,  the  program  selected  140  steps 
involving  53  species  after  consideration  of  over  3000  possible  reactions. 

The  mechanisms  produced  by  the  EXPERT  SYSTEM  are  comparable  to,  and  usually 
form  a  superset  of,  those  derived  empirically  in  the  literature. 
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SIMULATION  OF  THE  THREE  P-T  EXPLOSION  LIMITS  IN  THE  U,  -  0,  SYSTEM 
INCLUDING  DETAILED  CHEMISTRY  AND  MULTI-SPECIES  TRANSPORT 


U.Maas,  J.Warnatz 

Physikalisch-Chemisches  Institut  und  Sonderforschungsbereich  123, 

Universitat  Heidelberg 

Im  Neuenheimer  Feld  294,  6900  Heidelberg,  W. Germany 


Since  the  detection  of  P-T  explosion  limits  in  hydrogen-oxygen 
mixtures  in  the  thirtieth  and  fourtieth,  many  efforts  have  been 
made  to  explain  this  phenomenon  quantitatively.  But  all  of 
these  attempts  had  to  include  some  serious  restrictions  like 
truncation  of  the  reaction  mechanism,  quasi-steady  state 
assumptions,  or  reduction  to  zero-dimensional  systems  etc. 

The  present  status  of  knowledge  on  reaction  kinetics  in  the 
hydrogen-oxygen  system  and  recently  developed  methods  for  the 
solution  of  time-dependent  one-dimensional  partial  differential 
equation  systems  now  allow  the  simulation  of  all  of  these 
explosion  limits,  using  a  common  detailed  reaction  mechanism 
(consisting  of  37  elementary  reactions  /I/),  a  multi-species 
transport  model  /2/,  and  realistic  surface  chemistry  basing  on 
surface  collision  numbers  and  experimentally  determined  surface 
destruction  efficiencies  /3/.  None  of  the  restrictions 
mentioned  above  has  to  be  applied.  Solution  of  the  partial 
differential  equation  system  is  done  by  spatial  discretization 
by  finite  differences,  leading  to  an  ordinary  differential/ 
algebraic  equation  system,  which  is  solved  numerically  using  the 
computer  codes  DASSL  /4 /  or  LIMEX  /5/. 

Calculated  P-T  explosion  limits  in  the  hydrogen-oxygen  system  at 
various  conditions  are  presented  in  Fig.1.  As  can  be  seen, 
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these  values  are  in  quite  good  agreement  with  the  experimental 
results.  Sensitivity  analysis  identifies  the  rate-limiting 
processes  and  shows  areas  which  should  be  object  of  further 
research. 
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P/mbar 


Fig. Is  Calculated  and  experimental  ignition  limits  for 
res  of  hydrogen  and  oxygen 

a)  spherical  reaction  vessel,  7.4  cm  diameter? 

- calculated,  surface  destruction  efficiency 

_  ..  II 

t 

— —  H 

t 

■  •experimental,  thinly  KC1  coated  vessel  /6/; 

O  "  ,  heavily  KCl  coated  vessel  / 6/ j 

0  "  ,  KCl  coated  vessel  /7/; 

n  "  ,  clean  Pyrex  vessel  /7 / ; 

X  "  ,  B;Oj  coated  vessel  /8/; 

b)  first  explosion  limit  in  a  cylindrical  silica  reaction 
vessel,  1.8  cm  diameter; 

-  calculated,  %  =  10"3  ; 

-  "  , temperature  dependent  y  ,  see  /10,11/; 

♦  experimental  /9/. 


2  s  i  mixtu- 
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a  =  io'J 
x  =  io’« 


STUDY  OF  REACTION  MECHANISMS  BY  SENSITIVITY  ANALYSIS 


T.Turanyi  and  T.Berces 

Central  Research  Institute  for  Chemistry, 

Hungarian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Budapest,  Hungary 

S .Vajda 

Laboratory  for  Chemical  Cybernetics 
L.Edtvds  University,  Budapest,  Hungary 

The  kinetics  of  homogeneous  chemical  processes  can  be 
described  by  a  system  of  ordinary  differential  equations: 

i  =  f(^k) 

where  k  is  the  vector  of  rate  coefficients,  y  .designates  the 
vector  of  concentrations  and  £  is  its  derivative  with  respect 
of  time.  The  dependence  of  the  model's  predictions  on  the  k 
parameters  is  usually  given  by  the  sensitivity  coefficients 
defined  as  Sy^Dk y  These  sensitivity  coefficients  show  how 
the  solution  of  the  system  of  kinetic  differential  equations 
changes  as  a  result  of  variation  of  the  parameters.  The  sensi¬ 
tivity  coefficients  are  given  by  the  response  of  the  system  at 
time  t2  on  t*le  change  of  parameter  at  time  t^.  The  lower  integ¬ 
ration  time  limit  in  the  solution  of  the  system  of  kinetic 
differential  equations  and  in  that  of  the  system  of  sensitivity 
equations  is  normally  taken  to  be  the  same.  The  sensitivity 
matrix  of  a  complex  chemical  reaction  for  time  t 2  is  not  only 
a  function  of  the  rate  parameters  and  species  concentrations  at 
t2  but  depends  on  the  pre-history  of  the  system,  i.e.  it  depends 
on  the  concentration  trajectory  connecting  t2  with  t^. 

A  sensitivity  matrix  which  depends  only  on  the  values 
of  kinetic  parameters  and  on  the  actual  concentration  of  the 
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reactive  species  appears  to  be  more  suitable  for  the  analysis 
of  the  reaction  mechanisms.  We  introduce  a  function  of  the  type 


m 

Q(a)  =  n 
i-  L 


yL(u)-yl(a.°)! 


^(i0) 


in  order  to  represent  the  effect  of  kinetic  parameters  on  the 
rate  of  reaction,  v/here  a  =  In  k,  while  y^a0)  and  y^(a)  are 
the  rates  of  formation  of  species  i  calculated  with  the  initial 
( q° )  and  with  ciie  changed  (a)  vectors  of  the  kinetic  parameters-. 
The  3_f/3k  is  considered  as  a  sensitivity  matrix  (designated 
F  matrix)  with  elements  given  by 


3Ci  _  »i  Ri 

3ki  “  kJ 


where  R ^  and  k^  are  the  rates  and  rate  coefficients,  respec¬ 
tively,  of  reaction  j  and  v ^  is  the  stoichiometric  coeffi¬ 
cient  of  species  i  in  reaction  j. 

The  F  matrix  can  be  obtained  very  simply.  Principal 
component  analysis  of  the  matrix  supplies  information  on  the 
importance  and  on  the  interactions  of  the  elementary  reactions 
of  the  mechanism.  The  relation  of  the  F  matrix  to  the  conven¬ 
tional  sensitivity  matrix  shall  be  discussed. 

Two  complex  reaction  mechanisms  are  analysed.  These 
are:  pyrolysis  of  propane  and  oxidation  of  formaldehyde.  Both 
the  F  matrix  and  the  conventional  sensitivity  matrix  have  been 
constructed  and  orders  of  importance  for  the  elementary  steps 
have  been  derived  by  using  the  method  of  principal  component 
analysis.  ft  study  of  the  F  matrices  corresponding  to  various 
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phases  o£  the  reaction  (i.e.  to  various  reaction  times)  supply 
information  on  the  actual  order  of  importance  of  the  elementary 
steps  and  on  the  interactions  of  elementary  reactions.  Consi¬ 
dering  all  results  obtained  for  different  phases  of  the  reac¬ 
tion,  a  simplified  mechanism  is  derived  (mechanism  reduction) 
which  proves  to  be  practically  equivalent  to  the  original 
one. 
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Implementation  of  the  Rapid  Equilibrium  Approximation  on  a  Computer  for 
Kinetics  in  Complex  Systems 


Rohert  A.  Alberty 
Department  of  Chemistry 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  USA 


When  a  complicated  organic  system  approaches  equilibrium,  most  of  the 
reactions  may  remain  very  close  to  equilibrium  while  some  slow  reaction  comes 
to  equilibrium  and  eventually  determines  the  composition  of  the  system.  An 
example  is  the  conversion  of  methanol  to  gasoline  using  a  zeolite  catalyst  at 
700  kO).  -For  simpler  reactions,  the  rapid  equilibrium  approximation  may  be 
used  to  derive  the  rate  equation,  but  for  the  methanol  conversion  thousands 
of  species  and  reactions  are  involved  and  so  calculations  must  be  Implemented 
on  a  computer.  Since  many  species  of  alkanes,  alkenes,  and  alkylbenzenes  are 
produced,  equilibrium  calculations  can  be  greatly  simplified  by  use  of 
thermodynamic  properties  of  isomer  groups^2)*  The  standard  Gibbs  energy  of 
formation  of  an  isomer  group  AfG°{ I )  is  given  by 


AfG°( I )  =  -RTln 


expi-AfG^/RT) 


(1) 


O 

where  AfGj  Is  the  standard  Gibbs  energy  of  formation  of  Isomer  1. 

The  concept  of  isomer  groups  can  be  extended  to  whole  homologous  series 
by  fixing  the  ethylene  partial  pressure  so  that  the  ratios  of  successive 
Isomer  groups  become  a  function  of  only  temperature.  The  Gibbs  energy  of 
formation  of  the  alkylbenzene  isomer  groups  at  fixed  partial  pressure  of 
ethylene  as  given  by 

AfG*(I,Cnll2n_6)  =  AfG°(I,CnH2n_6)  -  ((n-6)/Z)(AfG°C2H4  +  RT  In  Pc^)  (2) 
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The  standard  Gibbs  energy  of  formation  of  the  homologous  series  is  given  by 

AfG*(HSG)  =  -RT  lnj£  exp[-AfG*(l ,CnH2n-6)/RT|  (3) 

and  the  equilibrium  mole  fractions  of  successive  Isomer  groups  are  given  by 
-AfG*(I,CnH2n-6)/RT 

Vcn«2n-6=~^  -AfG*(  I  ,CnH2n_6)/RT  {4) 

Le 

n=o 

The  concept  of  the  Gibbs  energy  of  formation  of  a  homologous  series  may 
be  used  to  calculate  the  composition  at  various  stages  In  the  conversion  of 
methanol  to  gasoline.  In  this  reaction  alkenes  are  formed  rather  quickly  and 
polymerize  to  an  equilibrium  distribution  of  molar  masses.  This  mixture  Is 
converted  more  slowly  to  a  1:3  mixture  of  alkylbenzenes  and  alkanes  that 
eventually,  according  to  thermodynamics,  will  yield  CgHg  +  3CH4.  At 
Intermediate  times  the  stoichiometry  can  be  represented  by 

CH3OH  =  H20  +  TF5fr  CNH2N_6  +  ChH2h+2  +  cQll2Q  (5) 

where  X  is  the  extent  of  conversion  (0  to  1)  to  alkanes  and  alkylbenzenes. 

In  this  equation  the  molecular  formulas  represent  average  compositions  for 
the  alkane,  alkylbenzene,  and  alkene  homologous  series  groups.  Experimental 
data  can  be  represented  quite  well  by  assuming  that  Cgllg  and  CII4  are 
alkylated  to  equilibrium  at  each  value  of  X  by  the  ethylene  that  is  present. 

Equilibrium  compositions  can  be  computed  at  a  series  of  values  of  Pc,!!, 
starting  with  the  high  values  that  occur  early  in  the  conversion  to 
essentially  zero  v/hen  the  composition  is  represented  by  Cgllg  +  3CH4.  The 
equilibrium  composition  at  any  stage  in  the  conversion  depends  on  the 
pressure.  At  a  given  the  equilibrium  mole  fraction  of  ethylene  is 
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calculated  using  an  analog  of  Eq.  4.  The  partial  pressure  of  the  alkene 
homologous  series  group  calculated  from 

PCqh2q  =  PC2H4/yc2H4  (6 

Is  subtracted  from  the  total  pressure  of  the  hydrocarbons  to  obtain  the  sum 
of  the  partial  pressures  of  the  alkane  and  alkylbenzene  homologous  series 
groups.  Each  value  of  PCgH^  corresponds  with  a  certain  extent  of  conversion 


X  and  a  certain  time.  For  a  first  order  conversion 
/  kt  \  kt 

x  =  f  e  -lj  /e  (7) 

The  Benson-group  method  has  been  used  to  estimate  chemical  thermodynamic 
properties  of  organic  substances  at  high  temperatures  when  data  Is  lacking. 
These  calculations  show  that  within  a  homologous  series,  the  chemical 
thermodynamic  properties  of  isomer  groups  become  linear  functions  of  carbon 
number  as  the  carbon  number  increases.  Since  AfG°(I)  Is  a  linear  function 
of  carbon  number  after  the  first  several  members  of  a  homologous  series. 


analytic  functions  can  be  derv-ed  for  N,  M,  Q,  ycuH„u  and 

N  dN-0  M  ai+£ 

ycqM2Q‘ 
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H.H.Grotheer ,  G.Riekert,  and  Th.  Just 
THE  SELFREACTION  OF  CH2OH  -  RADICALS  AND 
THE  CH3OH  -  CL  -  CL2  SYSTEM 


The  CH2OH  selfreaction  was  investigated  due  to  its 
potential  importance  particularly  in  the  modelling  of  rich 
methanol  flames.  We  used  the  mass  spectrometer  discharge 

flow  technique  with  the  fast  reaction  Cl  +  CHjOH  - > 

CH2OH  +  HC1  as  a  radical  source  (  All  measurements  at 
ambient  temperature  ) .  In  that  case  besides  the  radicals 
there  is  always  an  excess  of  methanol  in  the  reactive  flow, 
together  with  Cl2  surviving  the  discharge.  Therefore,  for 
the  measurement  of  the  concentration  dependent  selfreaction 
of  CH2OH  radicals,  we  had  to  account  for  the  mechanisms 


CH3OH  +  Cl  > 

CH2OH  +  Cl  > 

ch2oh  +  ci2  . > 

CH2OH  +  CH2OH  +  M  — > 

CH2OH  +  CH2OH  . - > 

CH2OH  +  wall  - > 


CH2OH  + 

HCl 

(1) 

CH20  + 

HC1 

(2) 

CH2C10H 

+  Cl 

(3) 

C2H6°2 

+  M 

(4) 

CH20  + 

ch3oh 

(5) 

(6) 

This  complication  cannot  be  circumvented  since  there 
is  no  other  CH-,OH  source  available. 

k3  is  up  to  now  the  only  known  rate  coefficient  in  that 
mechanism.  It  has  been  measured  by  flash  photolysis  techni¬ 
ques  /I /.  We  obtained  in  our  flow  tube  for  k^  the  values 
of  (  6.2  +  0.9)*  10  ^  cm3  s  1  in  an  excess  of  methanol 
and  of  (  5.6  ±.  1.2)*  10  33  cm3  s"1  in  an  excess  of  chlorine 
atoms.  The  absolute  chlorine  concentrations  were  determined 
by  titration  with  Br2  as  well  as  by  their  reaction  with 

C2H6  Z2/ ' 


Reaction  (2)  was  investigated  by  measuring  the  CHjOH  yields 
as  a  function  of  [Cl]  and  [CHjOH]  for  a  very  short  fixed 
residence  time  which  was  determined  separately.  Computed 
•yields  could  be  fitted  to  the  measured  data  by  using 
2  ■ 


1:2  = 


IQ'10  cm3  s"1. 


Also  the  reaction  of  CH2OH  radicals  with  molecular  chlorine 
is  of  some  importance  in  our  system.  Due  to  the  presence 
of  Cl2  surviving  the  discharge,  reaction  (3)  cannot  be 
measured  under  pseudo  first  order  conditions  in  an  excess 
of  CHjOH.  On  the  other  hand,  in  an  excess  of  Cl2  ,  the 
CHjOH  decays  are  interfered  by  CH2OH  reformation  via 
reaction  (1).  Therefore,  we  chose  conditions  for  the  chain 
(3)  +  (1)  under  which  reaction  (1)  is  fast  compared  to  re¬ 
action  (3),  i.e.  [CH-jOH]  >>  [Cl2 ]  >>  [CH-OH].  k3  was  deduced 
from  the  measured  "  Cl2  and  HCl  profiles,  respectively, 
to  be  k3  =  1.5-  10-11  cm3  s-3. 


Reactions  (4)  to  (6)  were  measured  in  a  concentration  range 
of  5*  1011  cm-3  <  [CH2OH]  <  10*  1012  cm"3  at  pressures 
ranging  between  0.3  mbar  and  20  mbar.  The  measured  decays 
are  of  mixed  order,  with  a  strong  wpll  loss  rate  of  kg 

20  s~3  to  40  s  3  depending  on  the  coating  (usually  Teflon) 
and  the  reactor  diameter  (19,29  and  40  mm ; respectively ) . 


The  initial  radical  concentrations  were  determined 
by  an  absolute  detection  of  the  produced  form¬ 
aldehyde  while  scavenging  the  radicals  at  the  end  of  the 

flow  tube  via  the  fast  reaction  CH,OH  +  0,  /3/. 

z  ^  12  ■  -3 

Particularly  at  low  concentrations  (  about  1*10  cm  ) 

this  method  yielded  results  in  good  accord  with  the 

initial  Cl  concentration.  Under  our  conditions  the  self- 

reaction  (reaction  4)  is  in  its  fall  off  regime.  By 

fitting  our  data  with  the  expression 
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kQ  [M] 

k(M)  =  . . 

kQ  [H] 
1  + - 


we  get  for  reaction  4: 

ko4  =  (2.2  ±0.8)  *  10-27  cm6  s'1  and 

k«.4  =  <2*4  ±0*6)  •  10-11  cm3  s_1* 

These  data  are  similar  to  current  data  on  CH3  re¬ 
combination  /4/. 

We  could  not  find  a  significant  contribution  from  the 
disproportionation  channel,  i.e.  reaction  (5). 
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THE  ROLE  OF  DECOMPOSITION  REACTIONS  IN  FLAMES 
by  J,  VANOOOREN ,  B.  WALRAVENS  and  P.J.  VAN  TIGGELEN 

LAB0RAT01RE  DE  PHVS1CO-CMME  DE  LA  COMBUSTION 
UNIVERSITE  CATHOLIQUE  DE  LOUVAIN 
B- 1 340  LOUVAIN-la-NEUVE  BELGIUM 

***** 

The  overall  stoichiometric  chemical  equation  corresponding  to  the 
combustion  process  for  a  fuel  with  a  formula  cxHy02Nw  (noncyclic  compounds) 
can  be  written  as  follows 

WA,  *  <»  *  |  -  f>  °2  »  *C02  *  |  H20  ,  |  «2  (I) 

Such  an  overall  reaction  corresponds  to  a  variation  of  the  total  number  of 
particles  An.  It  can  refer  to  molecules  or  moles.  An  is  the  difference 
between  the  number  of  mole  (or  molecules)  of  products  and  reactants.  It 
will  be  dependent  on  the  values  of  y,  z  and  w.  Three  cases  can  be  consi¬ 
dered  according  the  value  of  y  +  2  z  +  2  w  : 

An  is  positive  if  y  +  2z  +  2w  >  4 

An  is  zero  if  y  +  2z  +  2w  =  4  (2) 

■  An  is  negative  if  y  +  2z  +  2w  <  4 

-  Most  of  the  usual  fuels  will  burn  with  an  increase  of  the  total  number  of 
particles  (An  >  0)  for  instance 


C2ll6 

+  3.5  Og  * 

2C02 

+ 

3H20 

An  =  0.5 

C1130)I 

+  1 .5  Og  * 

co2 

+ 

2H20 

An  =  0.5 

nh3 

+  0.75  02  -*• 

0.5  N2 

+ 

1.5  1l20 

An  =  0.5 

-  Other  fuels  as  CH4,  CH20,  CgH4  should  burn  without  change  of  the  total 
number  of  particles  (An  =  0),  if  the  overall  stoichiometric  equation  (1) 
is  valid 


ch4  + 

202  - 

co2  + 

2H20 

An  =  0 

C2H4  ♦ 

302  -► 

2C02  + 

2H20 

An  =  0 

CH20  + 

°2  * 

co2  * 

h20 

An  =  0 

Hovever,  even  when 

An  =  0, 

the  number  of  particles 

in  the  burnt  gases  is 

usually  larger  than  those  in  fresh  gases,  since  species  like  CO,  OH,  H, 
0  are  always  occurring  in  the  burnt  gases. 
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-  Nevertheless,  some  fuels  as  Hg >  CO,  HCN,  Cgltg,  as  well  as  polyacetylenic 
compounds  will  burn  with  a  decrease  of  the  total  number  of  particles 
(On  <  0). 

■According  to  these  considerations,  it  comes  out  that  the  majority 
of  fuels  burns  with  an  increase  of  the  total  number  of  particles.  It  means 
that  decomposition  reactions  must  occur  and  a  combustion  mechanism  has  to 
include  this  kind  of -elementary  processes  besides  the  usual  bimolecular  and 
terinolecular  reactions. 

The  analysis  of  the  flame  structure,  i.e.  the  measurement  of  profiles  of 
concentration  (N^)  of  the  individual  species  (i),  and  of  the  temperature 
profile  ,may  provide  informations  on  the  decomposition  processes.  However, 
since  for  flames  diffusion  processes  are  quite  important,  one  has  to  con¬ 
sider  the  mole  fluxes  (F-)  of  the  individual  species,  instead.  They  are 
related  to  each  other  by  F-  =  (!•  (v  +  V-)  when  v  stands  for  flow  velocity 
and  V.j  for  the  local  diffusion  velocity  of  species  i.  Moreover,  the  total 
number  of  particles  and  the  number  of  chemical  bonds  are  connected  directly. 
The  flux  of  chemical  bond  (Fb)  can  be  estimated  at  any  point  throughout  the 
flame  by  the  expression  Fb  =  £  b.F^  where  b.  is  the  number  of  bonds  in  the 
species  i  characterized  by  a  mole  flux  F^ .  If  we  assume  that  the  total 
number  of  particles  doesn't  vary  (An  =  0),  the  number  of  chemical  bonds 
will- remain  also  constant  throughout  the  flame.  On  the  contrary,  any  vari¬ 
ation  of  Fb  will  lead  to  a  gradient  of  the  total  number  of  bonds  and  will 
correspond  to  a  gradient  of  the  total  number  of  particles.  Such  gradients 
have  to  be  ascribed  to  the  occurrence  of  both  termolecular  and  decomposi¬ 
tion  reactions 


dz 


=  Rt  "  Rd  =  Rb 


(3) 


where  z  is  the  distance,  Rfc  the  reaction  rate  of  recombination,  the  rate 
of  decomposition  and  Rb  the  net  reaction  rate  varying  the  total  chemical 
bond  in  the  system  across  the  flame  front.  When  Rb  >  0,  the  recombination 
processes  dominate.  The  reaction  rate  of  decomposition,  especially  in  the 
main  reaction  zone  of  low  pressure  flames,  is  faster  than  the  reaction  rate 
of  recombination. 

So,  to  a  first  approximation,  we  get  Rb  w  -  R^. 
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Using  this  approach,  the  rate  of  decomposition  has  been  determined 
in  flames  burning  in  CH^/Og,  CHjOH/Og,  Hg/NgO,  CHgO/Og  mixtures.^  ^ 

1.  For  instance  for  Hg/Ng®  flames,  the  elementary  process 

NgO  +  M  Ng  +  0  +  M  (r.  1 )  is  unquestionnably  the  unique  decomposition 
reaction.  Thus,  one  can  write  -  [NgO]  [M]/and  deduce  therefore 

the  value  of  kj.  One  obtains  the  following  expression  for 

k,  =1.3  1015  exp  (-28500/T)  cm3  mol-1  s'1  which  agrees  fairly  well  with 

1  (5) 

those  measured  in  shock  tubes. 

2.  A  similar  analysis  in  formaldehyde  flames  leads  to  ascribe  the  main 
decomposition  path  ot  the  reaction  CHO  +  M  -*•  CO+H+M  (r.2)  with 
k2  =  2.5  1015  exp  (-9300/T)  cm3  mol-1  s-1. 

In  conclusion,  the  analysis  of  the  flame  allows  to  deduce  rate 
constants  for  decomposition  reactions  and  to  estimate  their  incidence  in 
the  combustion  mechanism. 


We  acknowledge  financial  support  of  F.R.F.C.  Contract  2.9003.82  (Belgium) 
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PYROLYSIS  OF  CYCLOHEXANE  /  N-DECANE  /  STEAM  MIXTURES 
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The  present  work  is  a  part  of  a  more  general  research  project 
aiming  at  understanding  the  reaction  mechanism  of  the  production  of  light 
olefins  from  naphthenic  feedstocks.  Such  feedstocks  are  currently  of  great 
commercial  interest  because  catalytic  hydrogenation  processes  are  under 
active  consideration  as  a  means  of  upgrading  olefin  feedstocks  of  high 
aromatic  content  ;  such  hydrogenation  tends  to  saturate  the  aromatic 
molecules  originally  present  without  ring  rupture  yielding  a  high 
proportion  of  alicyclic  compounds  in  the  upgraded  feedstock  that  is 
eventually  pyrolysed. 

The  model  reactant  chosen  for  the  present  study,  cyclohexane, 
stands  for  unsubstituted  cycloalkanes  within  the  naphtha  boiling  range. 

From  another  practical  point  of  view,  Cg  cyclanes  and  especially 
cyclohexane  are  Important  elements  in  industrial  and  fuel  mixtures.  A 
better  knowledge  of  the  elementary  steps  and  of  the  resulting  closed 
sequences  is  thus  of  importance  for  the  understanding  of  hydrocarbon 
cracking  and  combustion. 

The  naphthenes  have  not  received  nearly  so  much  attention  from 
the  investigators  of  pyrolytic  decomposition  as  the  paraffins.  At  most,  the 
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few  papers  found  in  the  literature  concern  the  ‘pure  reactants  and  never 
mixtures  of  naphthenes  with  alkanes  ;  some  investigations  were  also 
performed  in  a  shock  tube  by  W.  TSANG. 

As  a  result  of  these  limited  experimental  investigations  the  mechanism  of 
decomposition  of  cyclanes  has  not  been  well  established  and  published  data 
are  not  sufficient  to  predict  the  distribution  of  the  primary  products  even 
in  the  case  of  one  of  the  simplest  compounds,  cyclohexane. 

The  apparatus  and  the  analytical  procedures  have  been  described 
previously  [BILLAUD  (1983)  (1984)]  for  the  pyrolysis  of  a  mixture  of 
n-alkanes  chiefly  C12-C18  at  1053  K. 

N-decane  pyrolysis  (BILLAUD  (1984)]  is  the  reference  reaction  and  the 
pyrolysis  of  the  mixture  n-decane-cyclohexane  is  compared  to  it. 

We  describe  the  primary  decomposition  of  cyclohexane  by  three 
closed  sequences  which  lead  to  the  following  primary  stoichiometries  : 

cyclohexane  =  3  CgH^  (1) 

(C6H12 ) 

cyclohexane  =  H2  +  CgH^  +  1,3  C^Hg  (2) 

<C6H12> 

cyclohexane  =  H2  +  c  CgH1Q  (3) 

<w 

If  we  consider  the  yields  of  cyclohexene  and  benzene  as  a 
function  of  residence  time,  it  appears  that  cyclohexene  deshydrogenates 
easily  into  benzene  and,  even  at  very  low  conversions,  primary 
stoichiometric  equation  (3)  can  be  replaced  by  the  secondary  stoichiometric 
equation  (31)  :  CgH12  =  3  Hg  +  CgHg. 

In  order  to  determine  the  distribution  of  the  primary 
stoichiometries  from  the  yields  versus  residence  time,  we  define  the 
selectivities  in  the  various  decomposition  products.  As  a  definition,  we 
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call  selectivity  of  the  reactant  A  into  a  product  B,  S^(B),  the  ratio  : 

-  _  number  of  moles  of  product  B 

bA'B'  "  number  of  moles  of  A  transformed 

In  order  to  confirm  the  primary  mechanism  of  decomposition  of 
cyclohexane  in  the  presence  of  n-decane,  we  have  made  the  following 
assumptions  :  the  margin  of  selectivity  for  each  product  obtained  in  the 
pyrolysis  of  n-decane  and  in  the  pyrolysis  of  mixtures  cyclohexane-n-decane 
is  essentially  due  to  the  decomposition  of  cyclohexane  (Hypothesis  of 
non-interaction).  Then  the  selectivities  in  CgHg,  CH^,  l-C^Hg  and  other 
products  of  decomposition  of  n-decane  are  the  same  in  the  presence  or  in 
the  absence  of  cyclohexane  ;  therefore  these  products  are  not  due  to 
cyclohexane  decomposition.  On  the  other  hand,  the  selectivities  in  CgH^, 
Hg,  1,3  C^Hg,  and  cyclohexene  depend  on  the  conversion  of  n-decane  and  we 
can  determine  for  the  lowest  conversion  of  66  %  the  distribution  of  the 
three  above-mentioned  stoichiometries,  respectively  41,  43  and  16  %.  H,,  is 
representative  of  reactions  (2)  and  (3),  of  reactions  (1)  and  (2)  and 
cyclohexene  of  reaction  (2). 

The  presence  of  cyclohexane  in  a  feedstock  of  pyrolysis  is 
therefore  not  noxious  towards  its  conversion.  Cyclohexane  produces  CgH^, 
1,3  C^Hg  and  in  large  yields.  In  a  similar  way,  cyclohexane  leads  to 
cyclohexene  which  can  give  a  secondary  deshydrogenation  into  benzene,  which 
is  a  valuable  molecule,  leading  to  an  increase  of  octane  number  in  gasoline 
(nevertheless,  its  toxicity  might  be  a  drawback)  and  above  all  is  largely 
used  as  an  intermediate  in  the  chemical  chemistry. 
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High  Temperature  Pyrolysis  of  Toluene  at  Very  Lou  Initial  Concentrations 


H.  Braun-Unkhoff  and  P.  Frank 

DFVLR  Inst.  f.  Phys.  Chemie  der  Vcrbrennung ,  Stuttgart ,  V.  Germany 

The  thermal  decomposition  of  toluene  to  benzyl  radicals  and  H-atoms  has  been 
investigated  behind  reflected  shock  waves.  The  results  reported  here  are  from 
a  series  of  investigations  on  aromatics  carried  out  using  a  shock  tube  in 
conjunction  with  atomic  resonance  absorption  spectrometry  (ARAS)  in  the 
temperature  range  of  1400  to  1800  K  and  at  total  pressures  between  1.5  and 
7.8  bar.  The  test  gas  mixtures  consisted  of  argon  with  relative  concen¬ 
trations  of  2  to  30  ppm  toluene  which  were  permanently  controlled  by  a 
chemical  analytical  method  (Ac/c  S.5  ppm).  Due  to  the  very  low  Initial  con¬ 
centrations  of  toluene  it  was  possible  to  conduct  the  experiments  under 
conditions  where  the  influence  of  subsequent  reactions  is  considerably 

reduced.  Ilia  high  sensitivity  of  the  ARAS-technique  allowed  to  monitor 

12 

absorption  signals  of  H-atoms  *’<th  absolute  concentrations  of  10  to  2  x 
1013  atoms  cm  3. 

Due  to  the  low  initial  concentration  of  toluene  it  was  possible  to  evaluate 
the  rate  coefficient  k(  for  the  initiation  reaction  R1 :  C^Hg  CjHy  +  ** 
directly  from  the  H-atoo  formation  rate:  k^CdfHJ/dt  )t=0  x  [C^h8)0  * .  The 
evaluated  values  for  k^  showed  within  the  limits  of  experimental  scatter  no 
dependence  upon  the  total  pressure  in  the  investigated  range.  Therefore  we 
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conclude  that  the  reaction  proceeds  in  the  "upper  part"  of  the  fall -off 
regime,  not  far  from  the  high  pressure  limit. 

A  least  square  analysis  of  all  measured  points  gives  rise  to  kj  =  5.1  x  lo'^ 
exp(-45990/T)  s  '  in  the  temperature  range  of  1400  to  1/00  K. 

The  -values  following  from  recent  measurements  of  Hueller-Harkgraf  and 
Troe  / 1  /  are  in  very  good  accord  with  our  derived  expression.  The  values 
derived  by  Rao  and  Skinner  / 2/  from  D-atom  measurements  are  about  a  factor 
of  2  smaller,  but  if  we  take  corrections  for  isotopic  effects  into  account, 
then  sufficient  agreement  with  the  present  values  is  obtained. 

In  the  later  stages  of  the  reaction  time  either  a  maximum  (at  pj  =  1-  2 

*5  -3  *5 

xto  mol  era  )  or  an  only  moderate  increase  (at  p^=  5  -  6.7  x  10  mol 

_  3 

cm  )  of  the  H-atom  concentration  was  observed.  For  both  cases  a  preliminary 
interpretation  of  the  experimental  profiles  was  possible  with  the  following 
additional  reactions: 

R2:  C7li8  +  i!  -  C?H7  +  1I2  k2  =1 .2x1015exp(-7520/T) 

R3 :  C?li7  •*  C5H5  +  C2H2  k3=  2  -  5  x  k, 

\ 

R4 :  Csli5  +  Ar  “*  CjH4  +  H  +  Ar  k^=  5-10  x  k, 

Besides  this,  a  second  decomposition  path  of  toluene  involving  cleaving  of 
the  C-C  bond  between  the  phenyl  and  methyl,  group  has  been  discussed  /3  /. 
By  restricting  our  efforts  on  modelling  the  experimental  profiles  only  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  reaction  period,  it  is  possible  to  derive  k-values 
for  the  reaction  Rla:  C7Hq  •♦Cgllg  +  CH-j  with  a  crude  reaction  scheme  con¬ 
sisting  of  reaction  R2  and  the  phenyl  decomposition  reaction: 
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Rla:  C7»8  -4  C6H5  +  Cl(3  k^/kj  =  100  for  T=1460  K  and  <1  for  T=1650  K 

R5 :  C61IS  -*•  C21I2  +  C^llj  kj  =  3  -  5  *  kj 

R6:  C4H3  +  Ar  -  C^lij  +  H  +  Ar  kg  =  107-108  cm3  raol'1  s*1 

13 

The  methyl  association  reaction  CH^  +  Cll^  ■*  C2H3  +  11,  with  k  *  1.4  x  10 
exp  (-S660/T)  cm3  mol  s"'  for  T  £1700  K  /4/ ,  has  no  influence  under  the 
experimental  conditions.  The  evaluated  Arrhenius  expression  for  kjfl  exhibits 
a  very  small  value  for  the  energy  of  activation  (Efl  =  10  kcal  /  mol  ),  which 
is  in  severe  contrast- to  theoretical  and  experimental  /1, 5/  findings. 
Together  with  the  results  of  Troe  ct  al.  /I/  ,  who  measured  the  decrease  in 
the  toluene  concentration  during  the  reaction  time,  we  consider  our  findings 
as  evidence  against  an  important  contribution  of  an  unimolecular  process 
involving  cleavage  of  the  C-C  bond  of  the  side  chain  to  the  overall  disso¬ 
ciation  reaction  rate  of  toluene. 

/I/  W.  Mueller-Markgraf  and  J.  Troe,  to  be  published  in  the  21th.  Symposium 
(Int.)  on  Combustion, (1986) 

/2/  V.S.  Rao  and  G.B.  Skinner,  J.  Phys,  Chem. .  88.4362  (1984) 

/3/  K.M.  Patnidimukkala  and  R.D.  Kern,  Int.  Conf.  on  Chemical  Kinetics,  NBS, 
Gaithersburg,  MD,  poster  session  (1985) 

/4/  P.  Frank,  H.  Braun-Unkhof f ,  and  Th.  Just,  to  be  published 

/5/  I).I,.Astholz,  J.Ourant,  and  J.Troe,  Symp.  (Int.)  on  Combustion .18.885 


(1981) 
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KINETIC  STUDY  AND  MODELLING  OF  PROPENE  I1YDROGENATION- 
HYDROGENOLYSIS  IN  PYREX  VESSELS  AT  ABOUT  500°C 

by  J.M.  BERAL,  C.  RICHARD  and  R.  MARTIN 
University  de  Nancy  I,  BP  239 
54506  VANDOEUVRE  LES  NANCY,  France 


The  thermal  decomposition  of  propene  at  about  500°C  yields  a  large  va¬ 
riety  of  primary  products  :  H2,  CH^,  ,  C2Hg,  CgH^,  CjHg,  C^Hg,  1,3-C^Hg, 
CgHg,  methylcyclopentane,  methyl-3-cyclopentene, . . .  When  mixed  with  molecu¬ 
lar  hydrogen,  propene  gives  rise  to  hydrogenation-hydrogenolysis  stoichiome¬ 
tries  : 


H2  ♦  c3h6  -  c3h8 


»2  +  C3H6  “  CH4  +  C2H4 

which  add  to  the  properly  so-called  decomposition  stoichiometries.  Thus,  mo¬ 
lecular  hydrogen  causes  a  selective  orientation  of  the  reaction  and  tends  to 
convert  propene  into  methane,  ethylene  and  propane.  This  trend  is  greatly  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  nature  of  the  wall  reactor.  For  instance,  the  initial  yields 
of  methane  +  ethylene  +  propane  in  absence  and  presence  of  molecular  hydro¬ 
gen  (190  7.  at  520°C)  are  respectively  57  and  80  in  a  pyrex  reactor,  62  and 
92  in  a  stainless-steel  reactor,  in  percent  of  the  total  products. 

The  formation  rates  of  several  products  have  been  studied  at  low  extent 
of  reaction,  in  Pyrex  vessels.  The  experimental  results  are  interpreted  in 
terms  of  a  free-radical  chain  mechanism,  the  processes  of  which  are.  mostly 
homogeneous.  From  the  rates  of  allene  production,  it  is  shown  that  the  main 
initiation  and  termination  steps  in  presence  and  in  absence  of  hydrogen  are  : 

- >  products  (i) 

- >  products  (t) 


2  C3H6 


2  CjHj.  - 

and  one  computes  for  process  (1)  : 


E63 


C3H5- 


->  H.  +  C3H^ 


(1) 


kj  »  I0K  exp(-5l 500/RT)  s-1  (RT  in  cal. mol"1) 

For  the  production  rates  of  methylcyclopentane,  methylcyclopentene  and  pen- 
tadiene-1,4,  we  write  the  following  primary  processes  : 

3 


c3h5.  +  h2 


c3«5-  +  C3.l6  <; 


=>  «.  +  C3116 


C3H5-  +  C3ll6 


A/V  (1) 

\  (hi) 


i 

< 

ni 

9 

<y 

(or  1 

[  or  III)  +  C31I6 

<  >  O'  +  C3H6 

<y 

(or  ] 

l  or  III)  +  C3116 

< 11 "  [•••]  >  (y + ^ 

<y 

(or  ] 

[  or  III)  +  H, 

>  ^y.H. 

III 

Jl~>  CH3.  +  _ J) 

Rate  constants  for  processes  (3)  (5)  (9)  (10)  and  (12)  have  been  evaluated. 
It  is  shown  that  process  (10)  is  almost  as  difficult  as  the  unimolecular 
deshydrogenations  of  (I)  (III)  and  anl*  t*iat  methylcyclopentene  rate 

is  second  order  in  propene  at  518°C  (process  11). 

From  this  point,  the  kinetic  schema  is  completed  in  order  to  account 
for  the  production  of  methane,  propane  and  ethylene,  in  presence  and  absence 


of  hydrogen.  Any  r. 

free-radical  (H. , 

C'V 

,  i  C3117. 

rise  to  competitive 

processes  : 

r.  +  C3H6  — 

— > 

rll  +  CjK, 

r.  ♦  C3116 

— > 

rC3ll6. 

r.  +  il2  — 

— > 

rll  +  H. 

r  •  . . 

_ > 

H.  +  m 

A  detailed  modelling  of  the  reaction  is  achieved  by  adjusting  to  the  experi- 
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mental  values  the  initial  formation  rates  computed  for  methane,  ethylene 
and  propane  in  presence  and  in  absence  of  hydrogen  and  in  the  q.s.s.  and 
long  chain  approximations.  An  analysis  of  sensitivity  makes  it  possible  to 
isolate  the  determining  steps  and  to  evaluate  their  rate  constants.  A  set 
of  rate  constants  is  obtained  which  is  consistent  with  all  the  experimen¬ 
tal  data  and  with  the  thermochemistry  or  the  rare  values  of  the  literature 
(»). 

(’)  C.  COLLONGUES,  C.  RICHARD  and  R.  MARTIN,  Int.  J.  Chem.  Kinet.  J_5,  5 
(1983). 
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KINETICS  OF  THE  HYDROGENATION  OF  PROPYLENE  AT  950  K 
D.  Perrin,  Universite  de  Nancy,  Nancy,  France 
and 

M.H.  Back,  Chemistry  Department,  University  of  Ottawa,  Ottawa,  Canada 

Rate  constants  for  atomic  and  radical  reactions  involved  in  hydrocarbon 
pyrolyses  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  measured  at  temperatures  below 
about  700  K,  yet  these  values  are  often  required  to  describe  reactions 
occurring  in  the  neighbourhood  of  1000  K.  Clearly,  measurements  of 
these  rate  constants  in  the  region  of  temperature  where  they  will  be 
used  would  be  valuable. 

For  this  purpose  the  kinetics  of  the  hydrogenation  of  propylene  was 
studied  in  the  temperature  range  900  -  950  K  where  the  reaction  occurs 
through  formation  and  disappearance  of  n-  and  iso-propyl  radicals.  The 
reaction  system  was  similar  to  that  described  in  the  study  of  the  hydro¬ 
genation  of  ethylene  at  1150  K  ^ .  Mixtures  of  hydrogen  with  small 

quantities  of  propylene,  30  -  120  ppm,  were  admitted  to  a  quartz  reaction 
.  3  . 

vessel  of  approximately  200  cm  and  the  reaction  was  followed  by  measure¬ 
ment  of  the  disappearance  of  the  reactant  and  the  appearance  of  the 
products,  methane,  ethylene,  ethane  and  propane.  Acetylene  was  produced 
only  in  trace  amounts. 

In  the  presence  of  the  large  excess  of  hydrogen,  the  reaction  is  initiated 
by  the  hydrogen  atoms  present  in  thermal  equilibrium  with  hydrogen 
molecules.  Contrary  to  the  situation  in  the  previous  studies  at  1150  K, 
the  establishment  of  the  equilibrium  concentration  of  hydrogen  atoms  at 
950  K  was  not  fast  compared  to  the  other  radical  reactions  occurring  in 
the  system,  and  the  assumption  of  constant  concentration  of  hydrogen  atoms 
throughout  the  course  of  the  reaction  was  not  valid.  Under  these  conditions 
the  measurement  of  absolute  values  for  rate  constants  becomes  uncertain  and 
the  system  is  better  suited  to  the  extraction  of  the  relative  values. 

Analysis  of  the  results  was  based  on  the  mechanism  given  on  the  following 
page.  A  steady-state  solution  of  these  equations  gave  a  series  of 
equations  for  the  rate  of  disappearance  of  propylene  and  appearance  of 
products  in  terms  of  the  concentration  of  hydrogen  atoms.  To  obtain 
equations  independent  of  the  hydrogen  atom  concentration,  the  rates  of 
formation  of  the  products  were  expressed  in  terms  of  the  rate  of 
disappearance  of  propylene,  according  to  equations  A,  B,  C  and  D. 
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H2  -h  2H 

H  +  C3H6  I  i“C3H7 

H  +  C3H6  J  n-C3H? 

i-C3H?  +  H2  Z  C3Hg  +  H 

n-C3H?  +  H2  t  C3Hg  +  H 

n-c3H7  -  C2H4  +  CH3 

CH,  +  H,  -*■  CH,  +  H 
3  2  4 

C„H,  +  H  t  C,H,  +  H. 


3  6 


'3  5 


C2H«  +  H  +  C2HS 
C2H5  +  H2  ?  C2H6  +  H 
C3»8  ^  C2H5  +  CU3 
C2H6  -v  2CH3 


(1)  (-1) 
(2) (-2) 
(2') (-2 ') 

(3)  (-3) 
(3’(-3'> 

(4) 

(5) 

(6)  (-6) 

(7)  (-7) 

(8)  (-8) 
(10) 

00 


Cc3«83  H  +  . 


<A)  H  “  "RSH6  +  P«(c«23CW*  K2K3  +  Vej  "P2  C3H6  Vg 


1C3 V_  Va  + 


C3H8 

(B)  RSH4  "  'Ve  +  P|^  ¥f  +  Rc3H6j"p2S^  ’  Rc3,l6 

K7K8['-123tC2li^-EC2H6] 


+  P„ 


C3H6 


.  R 


C3H6 


(C)  R 


CC3H8  *  RC3»6) 


\  c3h8 

lSH8  “  P‘  iW  '  K2K3  \h  +  P2S^  ‘  RC3H6 


<D)  RC2H6  “  -P3 


^K7K8CH23CC2H43--EC2H63  ^  \.  „  Sl,8  C2H6 

'  C3V  1  ‘  K2K3 


C3H6 


with  P 


1  b,  +  b5 


2  b3+b5 


3  b3+b5 


k3CK2]  t  k3.[H2] 

and  b3  =  k2.  k_2(+  k3[H23  +  V*  k_2,  +  kg’cH^+k^ 

k. 


°5  “  k2'  *  k_2,  +  k4  +  k3,[H2] 

k4 _ 

6  -3'  k_2<  +  k^  +  k3,[H23 


-7 


”7  -8  k  ,  +  UL] 


-7 


The  equations  were  analyzed  using  rates  and  concentrations  of  reactants 
and  products  measured  during  the  reaction  of  up  to  902  of  the  propylene. 
Pj  and  were  obtained  from  equation  C,  P^  from  equations  B  and  D. 
Equation  A  was  not  useful  because  the  yields  of  methane  and  loss  of 
propylene  were  too  close.  Values  were  calculated  over  the  pressure 
range  135  -  300  Torr  and  the  temperature  range  906  -  956  K. 


The  ratios  of  the  rate  constants  for  H-transfer  from  propane  to  11- 
addition  to  propylene  may  be  expressed  in  terms  of  the  coefficients 
P,*  P„  and  P,  as  follows: 

1  C  J 

k_3  P  j  1 

k^7  “  '  K2K3CH23  *  "r 

where  the  fraction  y  may  be  shown,  under  the  present  conditions  to  be 
close  to  one. 


.  (21 

Using  the  value  for  k2,  given  by  Allara  and  Shaw  v  , 


2900/0 


(R  “  1.987  cal  deg 


mol  *) 


the  following  values  were  obtained: 


k  o  1010.36±.27-(7300±1200)/9  (H"I  6"lj 

k  ,oll.O7±.9O-(lO8OO±38OO)/0  (M~1 s~l) 

Values  of  k_3  and  k_3,  are  in  good  agreement  with  expressions 
recommended  by  Allara  and  Shaw.  Nevertheless  the  measurements  of  the 
relative  values  are  possibly  more  useful  in  the  application  to  thermal 
reactions  of  hydrocarbons  in  this  temperature  region. 


1.  J.-R.  Cao  and  M.II.  Back,  Can.  J.  Chem.,  60  3039  (1982). 

2.  D.L.  Allara  and  R.  Shaw,  J.  Phys.  Chem.  Ret.  Data,  £,  523  (1980). 
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Bedjanian  Yu.R.,  Gershenzon  Yu.M. ,  Kiahkovitch  O.P, 

Rozenshtein  V.B. 

Institute  of  Chemical  Physics, Moscow  117977,  USSR 

The  study  was  carried  out  by  means  of  EPR/IMR  spectrometer 
combined  with  a  flow-tube  system  flj  . 

Reaction  NIU  +  IfpOg.  Recently  we  found  that  in  the  reaction  NF2  +  H02_ 

->0H  +  F  +  FNO  a  nonactive  radical  H02  interacting  with  a  stable  ra¬ 
dical  NP2  (  at  300  K  and  ~10  Torr  )  gave  two  chemically  active  par¬ 
ticles  OH  and  F.  This  fact  brought  us  to  discover  the  branch  chain 
reaction  N?2  +  HgOg.  Its  mechanism  at  300  K  and  10  Torr  is 
(0)  H202  +  NF2  — >■  NF2H  +  H02  k  o  1.5>10~17cm3s'"1 

(1)  H02  +  N1'2  —■ 5-F  +  OH  +  FNO  k  =  2.4-  10"12cm3s''1 

(2)  F  +  H202  — >II02  +  HF  k  «  5.0 •lO^cmV'1 

(3)  OH  +  H202  — >•  H02  +  HgO  k  *  1 .7- lO'^cm^-1 

(4)  H02  +  wall  termination  k  =  12.s_1 

(5)  OH  +  NP2  — >  FNO  +  HF  k  =  1.5 -10_11cm3s_1 

(6)  H02  +  H02  — >  HgOg  +  Op  k  -  1.65v10“12cm3s'"1 

The  rate  constants  of  reactions  Cl)* (4—6 )  we  measured  separately. 
This  mechanism  discribes  very  good  the  chain  concentration  limits 
and  kinetic  curves  for  NFg  and  HOg. 

Reaction  N„F^  +  -H2V  The  reaction  was  studied  under  the  following 

conditions:  p  *  13  Torr,  [NgF^-]  ■  (1.0-20) <l0^cm“3,  [h202]  « 

15  -3 

»  5»10  cm  .  In  this  case  the  limiting  stage  is  the  decomposition 
of  N2F^  and  therefore  the  stationary  regime  is  reached  during  1  s. 
High  concentrations  of  the  Intermediate  active  spieces  NP2  and  H02 
are  conserved  during  at  least  several  seconds. 

Reaction  NF2  +  Ho«  This  reaction  was  investigated  under  the  conditi¬ 
ons:  p  a  12  Torr  ([H2]/{He]a  1  ),  T  a  (500  -  850)  K,  [NF^s? 
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"(0.5  -  5)  The  specific  kinetic  features  of  the  branch 

chain  reactions  were  observed!  the  induction  period,  the  ignition 
limit  etc.  The  kinetic  data  were  treated  basing  on  the  simplified 
scheme: 

(0)  NF2  +  -- >  NF2H  +  H 

(1)  H  +  N?2  -- >  NF  +  HF 

(2)  HF  +  NF2  — ?>  3F  +  N2 

(3)  F  +  Itj  —*>,H  +  HF 

(4)  NF  — termination 

and  preliminary  value  2 •10~^°exp(-3000/T)  cm^s"^  for  kg  was  ob¬ 
tained. 

Reference.  IGershenzon  Yu.M. ,  Il'in  S.D. ,  Kishkovitch  O.P. , 
Lebedev  Ya.S. ,  Malkhasian  R.T.,  fiozenshtein  V.B. ,  Trubnikov  G.R. 
Doklady  Akad.Nauk  SSSR,  1980,v.255,N°  3,  p.620  -  622. 
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Abstract 


Transient  gain-versus-absorption  laser  probing  of 
spin-orbit  states,  kinetics  and  dynamics 

Stephen  R.  Leone* 

Joint  Institute  for  Laboratory  Astrophysics 
National  bureau  of  Standards  and  University  of  Colorado 
and  Uepartment  of  Chemistry  and  Biochemistry 
University  of  Colorado 
Boulder,  Colorado  8U309-0440 

A  tunable  F-center  laser  at  2710  nm  and  a  diode  laser  at  1315  nin  are 
used  to  probe  spin-orbit  populations  of  Br  and  1  atoms,  respectively,  by 
time-resolved  gain-versus-absorption  techniques.  Highly  accurate  quantum 
yields  are  obtained  for  pulsed  laser  photolysis  of  various  compounds  by 
measuring  the  early  time  gain  or  absorption  signal  relative  to  the  final 
absorption  amplitude  wnen  all  of  the  excited  atoms  are  quenched.  Inherent 
in  the  method  is  an  intrinsic  normalization  which  eliminates  many  variables 
that  usually  contribute  to  the  error  in  the  determination.  Thus  the  yields 
are  Insensitive  to  the  pressure  of  the  gas,  the  absorption  coefficient,  the 
tuning  of  the  probe  laser,  and  the  power  of  the  photolysis  laser.  Yields 
from  molecules  such  as  B^,  IBr,  CH3I,  and  C3F71  are  considered  in  detail. 


*Staff  Member,  Quantum  Physics  Uivlsion,  National  Bureau  of  Standards. 
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In  the  case  of  Br2,  the  continuum  yields  arising  from  hot  bands  are  in¬ 
vestigated  as  a  function  of  temperature  to  fit  the  shape  of  the  upper 
repulsive  states.  The  high  resolution  of  the  probe  lasers  allows  Doppler 
velocity  effects  to  be  explored.  In  addition,  the  differing  reactivities 
of  Br(2Pj/2)  and  8r*(^3/2)  are  studied.  For  Br  +  IBr,  the  ground  state 
atom  is  40  times  more  reactive  than  the  total  rate  of  quenching  plus  reac¬ 
tion  of  the  excited  state. 

These  laser  probe  techniques  end  infrared  fluorescence  methods 

are  used  to  investigate  the  process  of  collisional  release  in  Br2»  In 

this  process,  Br2  molecules  are  excited  with  a  narrowed  laser  to  single 

vibration-rotation  levels  in  the  B3n  +  state  at  energies  between  1-G  kT 

0  u 

below  dissociation.  Collisional  release  is  monitored  and  determined  on  an 
absolute  scale  by  measuring  the  Br  yield  and  the  total  quenching  rates. 

The  results  show  substantial  dissociation  upwards  in  energy,  even  for  ener¬ 
gies  3-S  kT  below  dissociation.  Results  for  several  collision  partners, 
including  He,  Ar,  Kr  and  Br2  show  that  all  these  molecules,  regardless  of 
their  strength  of  interaction  with  the  Br2(B)  state,  have  essentially  equal 
efficiencies  of  collisional  release  when  compared  to  the  quenching  rate  of 
the  partner.  These  results  will  be  discussed  in  terms  of  simple  models. 
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Energy  Partitioning  in  the  Electronically  Excited  NO 
Formed  by  the  Photolysis  of  the  NO  Dimer 

0.  Kajimoto,  K.  Honma,  V.  Achiba*,  K.  Shobatake*  and  K.  Kimura* 

Department  of  Pure  and  Applied  Sciences,  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  the  University  of  Tokyo,  Komaba,  Meguroku  Tokyo  135 
Japan 

♦Institute  of  Molecular  Sciences,  Myodaiji,  Okazaki,  Aichi  444 
Japan 

Nitric  Oxide  dimers,  produced  by  a  supersonic  expansion 
of  NO/He  mixture,  were  photoly2ed  at  several  wavelengths  between 
193  and  218  nm.  The  emission  appearing  upon  irradiation  were 
identified  as  the  and  |3  bands  of  NO  monomer,  indicating  the 
formation  of  electronically  excited  NO  in  its  A  and  B  states, 
respectively. 

(N0)2  ->  NO  +  NO* ( A,B) 

The  laser  power  dependences  of  the  emission  intensity  and  the 
N0+  ion  current  further  revealed  the  mechanism  of  the  (N0)2 
photolysis  as  shown  in  Fig.  1. 

The  change  of  the  emission  spectra  in  the  !*•  band  region 
with  varing  photolysis  wavelength  is  shown  in  Fig  2.  By  the 
photolysis  at  217.8  nm  only  the  the  emission  from  v'=0  level 
of  the  A  state  was  observed  whereas,  at  193  nm,  v'=3  for  the  A 
state  and  v'=5  for  the  B  state  are  found  to  be  present.  On 
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the  basis  of  the  energetics,  this  observation  suggests  that 
the  binding  energy  of  the  (N0>2  should  lie  between  350  and  700 
cm-^.  The  computer  simulation  of  the  observed  spectra  has  been 
performed  in  order  to  derive  the  electronic,  vibrational  and 
rotational  energy  distributions  in  the  electronically  excited 
fragments  (Fig.  3).  The  distributions  obtained  for  the  four 
photolysis  wavelengths  are  given  in  Fig.  4.  The  vibrational 
distribution  shows  no  population  inversion  except  for  the  B 
state  in  the  193  nm  photolysis.  The  total  amount  of  the  B 
state  is  greater  than  that  of  the  A  state.  The  rotational 
temperature  for  v'=0  of  the  A  state  at  193  nm  was  also 
evaluated  to  be  1500  K  from  the  emission  spectra  of  higher 
resolution . 

The  above  mentioned  features  in  energy  partitioning  will 
be  discussed  in  terms  of  the  modified  phase  space  theory  and 
the  crossings  between  various  potential  surfaces  during  the 
photofragmentation . 
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Fig.  1  A  schematic  representation 
of  the  mechanism  of  the  photo¬ 
lysis  of  the  NO  dimer 


no  (  a’e-x^I 


Fig.  3  The  simulation  of  the 
observed  spectrum. 


Fig.  2  The  emission  spectra 
observed  by  the  photolysis 
of  ( NO) „  at  several  wave¬ 
lengths; 


Fig.  4  The  electronic  and 
vibrational  energy  partitioning. 
O:  A  state.  A:  b  state. 
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The  Raman  Spectrum  of  Predissociating  H2S 
K.  Kleinermanns,  R.  Sunt2 

Universitat  Heidelberg,  Institut  ftlr  Physikalische  Chemie, 

1m  Heuenheimer  Feld  253,  D-6900  Heidelberg, 

Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Tel.:  06221/5S2508 

Emission  spectroscopy  of  photodissociating  molecules  provides 
interestir  insights  into  the  shorttime  dynamics  of  bond  ruptures 
/I , 2/ .  We  report  here  a  resolved  H2S  photoemission  spectrum  after 
excitation  at  193  nm,  although  its  electronic  spectrum  in  this 
wavelength  region  is  diffuse.  The  electronic  spectrum  of  H2S 
between  250  and  170  nm  is  nearly  continuous  probably  due  to 

r*  1  1  1 

predissociation  X(  Aj)  ->  B1  ->  A2  / 3/ . 

The  lifetime  of  H2S  excited  at  193  nm  H2S  H(2S)  +  SH(XJ1r) 

.  ✓  -14 

is  guessed  from  photofragmentation  measurements  to  be  fc  10  s 

/3 / ,  hence  the  re-emission  efficiency  is  very  small  (£10  6) .  A 
sensitive  apparatus  is  necessary  to  observe  such  weak  emission. 
Optimized  light  baffles  consisting  of  Al/MgF2  coated  highly 
reflective  scimmers  as  used  in  molecular  beam  experiments  sup¬ 
press  the  scattered  light  from  the  500  mJ  excimer  laser  pulse  at 
193  nm  almost  two  orders  of  magnitude  better  than  traditional 
baffles.  The  light  further  outside  from  the  laser  beam  center  is 
mirrored  into  the  exit  baffle  system  instead  of  being  reflected 
back  into  the  view  region  of  the  photomultiplier  / 4 / .  The  H2S  is 
flowed  through  the  cell  at  0.2  mbar  pressure.  The  sidearms  and 
the  fluorescence  window  are  purged  with  helium  to  prevent  exces- 
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sive  absorption  of  the  pump  beam  and  re-absorption  of  the  Raman 
light. 

A  typical  Raman  spectrum  of  I12S  excited  at  193,4  nm  is  dominated 
by  the  fundamentals,  overtones  and  combinations  of  the  bending 
and  stretch  vibrations.  Up  to  five  quanta  in  the  bend  and  6 
quanta  in  the  stretch  are  seen  in  the  wavelength  region  193  - 
320  nm.  The  spectral  resolution  of  the  monochromator  is  0.6  nm, 
while  the  excimer  laser  bandwidth  is  ~0.5  nm  FWHM.  This  spectral 
resolution  has  to  be  improved  further  to  distinguish  between 
excitation  of  the  symmetric  and  antisymmetric  stretch  (£(100)  = 
2622  cm-1  =  203,7  nm  and  £'(001)  =  2684  cm"1  =  204,0  nm)  .  The 
intensities  of  the  stretching  mode  overtones  initially  decrease 
in  the  progression,  but  regain'  intensity  in  combination  with  the 
bending  mode  v2  further  along  in  the  progression.  The  strong 
activity  in  the  stretch  and  bend  modes  indicates  that  the  corres¬ 
ponding  normal  coordinates  are  initially,  i.e.  in  the  Franck- 
Condon  region,  considerably  displaced  on  the  upper  surface. 
Further  experiments  are  directed  to  improve  the  spectral  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  measurements  and  to  measure  the  spectrum  up  to  the 
energy  limit  at  502  nm  (with  3.91  eV  as  U2S-dissociation  energy). 

/ 1  /  D.  Imre,  J.  L.  Kinsey,  A.  Sinka,  J.  Krenos,  J.  Phys.  Chem. 
88,  3956  (1984) 

/ 2/  E.  A.  Rohlfing,  J.  J.  Valentin,  Chem.  Phys.  Lett.  114,  282 
(1985 

/ 3 /  G.  N.  A.  van  Veen,  K.  A.  Mohamed,  T.  Bailer,  A.  E.  De  Vries, 
Chem.  Phys.  74,  261  (1983) 

/ 4 /  J.E.  Butler,  Appl.  Optics  21,  3617  (1982) 


Vibrational  and  Rotational  Distributions  of  the  CO 
Product  of  H  +  CO(v=0,J=0)  with  Hot 
Hydrogen  Atoms 


Paul  L.  Houston 
Department  of  Chemistry 
Cornell  University 
Ithaca,  NY  14853 
U.  S.  A. 


H2S  is  dissociated  at  excimer  laser  wavelengths  in  an  pulsed 
nozzle  beam  containing  CO.  The  H  atoms  produced  by  the  dissocia¬ 
tion  make  1-2  collisions  with  the  cold  CO  and  excite  it  vibra- 
tionally  and  rotationally.  CO  products  are  then  probed  by  vacuum 
ultraviolet  laser  induced  fluorescence  using  a  tunable  VUV  source 
made  by  four-wave  mixing  in  Mg  vapor.  Because  of  the  photolysis 
conditions  for  the  H2S,  the  initial  translational  energy  is 
well-specified,  and  because  of  the  expansion,  nearly  all  of  the 
CO  is  initially  in  v=0,  J=0.  The  final  product  distribution  can 
be  completely  determined;  vibrational  and  rotational  distri¬ 
butions  will  be  reported  and  compared  to  results  predicted  by 
trajectory  calculations  on  an  ab  initio  surface. 
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ENERGY  DISPOSAL  IN 
REACTION. 


1 

0(  D  )  +  NH  — >  NH  +  OH 
3  2 


S.G.Cheskis,  A . A . Iogansen ,  P.V. Kulakov,  A. A. Titov, 


and  0 .M .Sark is ov . 


The  NH  and  0H(v)  radicals  kinetics  were  directly  moni- 

2  i 

tored  by  LIF-technique  after  lajZer  photolysis  of  ozone  in 

0  :NH  :Ar  gas  system.  Room-temperature  rate  constant  for 
3  3 

the  reaction 
1 

0(  D  )  +  NH  NH  +  OH  is  H=-40  kcal/mole  (1) 

3  2  -10  3  -1  -1 

wa3  measured  to  be  (3.3  +  1.) *10  cm  molecule  s  by 

studying  the  ground  state  NH  accumulation  profiles. 

2 

A  kinetic  approach  was  employed  for  investigation  of 

nascent  vibrational  energy  distribution  of  NH  and  OH 

2 

in  the  reaction  (1).  Thi3  approach  consists  in  the 
standard  kinetic  measurements  of  collisional  quenching  of 
vibrationally  excited  products  and  subsequent  restoration 
of  their  initial  distributions  on  the  basis  of  this  kinetic 
data. 

The  detailed  initial  OH(v)-distribution  was  determined: 

P(v=0):P(v=1):P(v=2):P(v=3)  =  0.2  :  0.32  :  0.33  :  0.15. 

The  fraction  of  NH  formed  in  reaction  (1)  in  the 
2 

vibrationally  excited  states  was  found  to  be  (58+8)  %. 

Comparison  of  th»  obtained  data  with  the  previously 

reported  results  shows  that  kinetic  approach  is  a  powerfull 

A, 

means  of  the  vibrational  energy  distribution  me?surements . 

The  interaction  rate  constants  of  the  vibrationally 

excited  NH  and  OH  radicals  v!ith  ozone  and  ammonia 
2 

was  also  obtained. 
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FORMATION  AND  REACTIONS  OF  ELECTRONICALLY  EXCITED  HC1 


M.A.  Brown,  P.C.  Cartwright,  R.J.  Donovan, 
P.R.R.  Langridge-Smith,  K.P.  Lawley 


Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Edinburgh, 
West  Mains  Road,  Edinburgh  EH9  3JJ  (U.K.) 


3 

The  reactions  of  electronically  excited  xenon  atoms  (Xe  Pg  1  q) 
with  ground  state  hydrogen  chloride  leading  to  XeCl  exciplex  cheml lfiminescence 
have  been  well  studied  [1,2].  However,  little  work  has  been  done  on  the 
complimentary  reaction,  namely  that  of  electronically  excited  HC1  with  the 
ground  state  noble  gas  atom.  Selective  excitation  of  HC1  is  difficult 
because  of  the  highly  energetic  nature  of  the  electronic  states  involved. 

From  previous  high  resolution  V.U.V.  absorption  spectroscopic  studies  [3] 
and  recent  ab  initio  Cl  calculations  [4],  it  is  also  clear  that  these  high 
lying  excited  state  potentials  are  complex,  being  dominated  by  considerable 
mixing  between  the  valence  a  a *  “Ion-pair"  state  and  "Rydberg"  states  of 

the  same  symmetry  [5].  ’  Recently  Zlmmerer  et  al  [6]  have  reported  single 
photon  excitation  of  HC1  using  tunable  V.U.V.  synchrotron  radiation.  Our 
approach  has  been  to  use  laser  multiphoton  excitation,  with  tunable  U.V. 
radiation  in  the  region  230-240  nm,  produced  by  optical  non-linear  frequency 
doubling  and  mixing  techniques. 

Figure  1(a)  shows  a  [2+1]  multiphoton  ionisation  spectrum  of  HC1  for 
two  typical  vibronic  levels  near  10.5  eV.  One  vibronic  level  being  v’  =  11 
of  the  "Ion-pair"  state  and  the  other,  the  v'  =  0  level  of  a  "Rydberg"-1 ike 
state  that  is  strongly  vibronically  coupled  to  the  "Ion-pair"  state  [5]. 
Dispersed  fluorescence  spectra  following  excitation  at  the  0(3)  feature  of 
each  vibronic  band  are  shown  in  Figure  1(b).  Fluorescence  to  the  vibrational 
continuum  and  highly  excited  vibrational  levels  of  the  ground  state  is 
observed.  The  appearance  of  XeCl  exciplex  (B^E*  *+  X^E+J  chemiluminescence  is 
seen  (Figure  1(c))  following  excitation  of  HC1  in  the  presence  of  Xe  (10  torr). 
The  XeCl  exciplex  action  spectrum  (monitored  at  308  nm)  follows  that  of  the 
MCI  MPI  spectrum,  showing  that  electronically  excited  MCI  is  responsible 
for  the  reactive  channel.  This  and  additional  results  involving  reactions 
with  both  other  electronic  states  of  MCI  and  different  rare  gases  will  be 
further  discussed. 
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figure  1(a)  [2+!]  HP!  spectrum  of  electronically  excited  HC1. 
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ArF-Laser  Photolysis  of  Hydrazoic  Acid: 
Formation  and  Kinetics  of  NH(ctjf) 


F.  Rohrer  and  F.  Stuhl 

Physikalische  Chemie  I,  Ruhr-Universitat  Bochum,  D-4360  Bochum  I, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany 


Long  Abstract 


Recently  we  have  observed  the  generation  of  four  different  ex¬ 
cited  NH(a’A,  b’£f,  ctlT,  A3Jl)  states  in  the  ArF-laser  photolysis 
of  HNo.  Since  kinetic  data  on  the  quenching  of  NH(c 'll)  is 
scarce’)  and  details  of  the  quenching  mechanisms  of  excited  small 
molecules  are  not  well  understood  we  have  used  this  photolysis 
system  to  investigate  its  kinetics  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of 
added  gases. 

In  these  experiments,  gaseous  HN3  at  pressures  ranging  from  0.013 
to  13  Pa  was  irradiated  by  the  unfocussed  ArF-laser  beam  (30 
mJ/cm"2;  15  ns;  193.3  nm).  Excited  NH(c)  radicals  were  detected 
by  emissions  from  their  NH(c-»a  and  b)-transitions.  The  NH(c, 
v‘=0  and  1,  J’)  radicals  were  produced  with  a  rotational  distri¬ 
bution  close  to  that  corresponding  to  Trot  =  800  K.  About  10%  of 
the  available  energy  appears  as  rotation  and  ~1%  as  vibration. 
The  quantum  yield  for  the  production  of  NH(c)  was  estimated  to  be 
0.0005  assuming  no  ground  state  NH(X)  is  formed. 

Lifetimes  of  the  NH(c)  fluorescence  were  determined  using  a  time 
constant  of  30  ns.  The  zero  pressure  lifetimes  of  v’  =  0  and  1  were 
measured  to  be  470  +_  15  and  65  +  20  ns,  respectively.  The  value 
for  v'=0  is  taken  to  represent  the  radiative  lifetime  while  that 
for  v'  =  1  is  shortened  by  predissociation. 

Rotational  relaxation  was  observed  to  be  very  efficient.  In  the 
presence  of  Ar,  for  example,  the  addition  of  6600  Pa  was  suffi¬ 
cient  to  generate  a  rotational  distribution  corresponding  to  room 
temperature  within  50  ns.  Quenching  cross  sections  were  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  presence  of  Ar,  hence,  to  render  a  completely  re¬ 
laxed  rotational  distribution  (Trot  =  300  K).  This  way,  the  mea¬ 
sured  quenching  cross  sections  represent  a  weighted  average  over 
the  collisionally  coupled,  rotational  states  at  room  temperature(. 
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Table  I.  Cross  sections/10"'®  om'^  for  the  quenching  of  several 
excited  hydrides 


Gas 

NIH(c)a> 

NH(A)b) 

OH(A)c) 

He 

£  0.0004 

£  0.0046 

<0.0007 

a) 

this  work 

Ar 

£  0.001 

£0.011 

<0.005 

b) 

Ref.  2 

Kr 

2.58 

2.44a’d> 

c) 

Ref.  3  for  N1 =0-7 

Xe 

32.9 

6.0 

15.6a>d) 

d) 

for  the  rotational 

sf6 

0.032 

0 . 026a  * d  ^ 

distribution  given 

n2 

1.64 

£0.0061 

6. 7-2. 5 

i n  Re  f .  4 

h2 

8.01 

4.4 

1 1 .6-6.5 

d2 

7.63 

1 1 .0-5.9 

CO 

41.8 

6 . 4 

49.6-27.6 

o2 

24.2 

4.3 

21-10.5 

NO 

71.6 

17 

47.7-30 

co2 

27.4 

0.97 

69-20.9 

h2o 

88.9 

92.9-73.9 

-.2o 

58.0 

70.7-28.2 

ch4 

27.3 

8.0 

34.4-26.3 
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The  values  obtained  are  listed  in  Table  I  together  with  those 
previously  reported  on  the  quenching  of  NH(A3jt)2^  and  OH(A2Jl)3). 
Similarities  and  differences  in  Table  I  will  be  discussed  in 
terms  of  attractive  forces  and  calculated  potential  curves. 

The  quenching  of  the  unrelaxed  original  rotational  distribution 
(in  the  absence  of  Ar)  was  observed  to  be  slightly  less  efficient 
for  several  added  gases.  This  trend  was  found  to  be  reversed  for 
the  addition  of  02  and  NO.  For  these  quenchers,  the  removal  rate 
for  NH(c)  can  be  correlated  with  the  growth  rate  observed  for  the 
N H { A )  fluorescence.  Fig.  1  shows  the  resulting  overall  fluores¬ 
cence  intensity  changes  during  a  time  Intervall  1  jus  after  the 
laser  shot.  While  the  intensity  of  the  NH(c  — >  a)  fluorescence 
significantly  decreases  by  the  efficient  quenching  by  02,  the 
intensity  of  the  NH(A)  increases  in  spite  of  some  quenching  by 
the  added  02.  Figure  1  additionally  shows  that  NH(A)  is  formed 
also  as  a  primary  product.  The  relative  quantum  yields  for  the 
primary  production  of  NH(c)  and  NH(A)  and  the  appropriate  quen¬ 
ching  constants  were  taken  into  account  to  calculate  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  the  collision  induced  intersystem  crossing  to  be  close 
to  one  for  both  02  and  NO. 

For  the  addition  of  02,  Fig.  1  clearly  demonstrates  the  enhance¬ 
ment  of  NH(A)  in  v  =  2  and  1  (besides  v=0).  We  propose  O^a'A)  In 
the  vibrational  states  v=0,  2,  and  4  to  be  formed  in  the  reaction 
02  +■  NH(c).  For  this  set  of  products,  total  spin  is  conserved  and 
near  resonances  exist  being  slightly  endothermic. 

The  authors  acknowledge  financial  support  by  the  Deutsche  For- 
schungsgemeinschaft  (SFB  42). 
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UK CENT  ADVANCES  IN  FREE  RADICAL  KINETICS  OF  OXYGENATED  HYDRO¬ 
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The  kinetics  of  oxygenated  hydrocarbon  radicals  are  a 
central  element  of  hydrocarbon  oxidation  at  both  low  and  high 
temperatures.  Among  the  large  variety  of  such  radicals  a  few' 
of  them  are  accessible  to  isolated  generation  and  direct  time 
resolved  detection  using  presently  available  laser  techniques., 
In  this  presentation  recent  results  obtained  for  the  kinetics 
and  energetics  of  reactions  involving  such  radicals  will  be 
reviewed. 

Methoxy  (CH^O)  and  methylperoxy  (CH302)  are  the  simplest 
oxygenated  hydrocarbon  radicals  that  appear  in  methane 
oxidation.  From  their  chemical  behaviour  they  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  hydrocarbon  analogues  of  OH  and  H02 ,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  kinetics  of  their  reactions  therefore  deserves 
special  attention  both  in  view  of  the  absolute  rate  coeffi¬ 
cients  as  well  as  their  theoretical  interpretations.  As  an 
example  for  which  there  is  thorough  comparative  information 
available  for  the  corresponding  reactions  of  HO^  we  will  pre¬ 
sent  recent  results  obtained  for  reactions  of  CH-jO^  with  0 
atoms  and  NO.  Although  the  hydrocarbon  system  has  in  general 
more  than  one  product  channel,  it  will  be  shov/n  that  the  gross 
features  of  the  kinetics  can  well  be  represented  by  assuming 
the  reactions  to  occur  via  bound  intermediates. 

Unlike  OH,  oxy-radicals  of  the  hydrocarbon  system  also  re¬ 
act  with  02 .  As  a  representative  example  we  will  first  pre¬ 
sent  recent  results  for  CH^O  +  02,  for  which  we  have  measured 
k(T)  and  the  yield  of  CH20.  Both  quantities  indicate  that  the 
reaction  is  more  complex  than  simple  II  atom  abstraction . 
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Possible  alternatives  will  be  discussed.  A  mechanism  of  still 
larger  complexity  is  observed  for  the  reaction  of  vinoxy 
(CltjCMO)  with  O2.  Here  the  primary  process  is  probably  the 
addition  of  02  to  the  carbon  radical  center.  This  is  re¬ 
flected  by  the  pressure  dependence  of  the  overall  rate  co¬ 
efficient  and  its  negative  activation  energy.  However,  the 
formation  of  "bimolecular"  products,  including  OH  and  CH20, 
is  also  observed.  These  probably  result  from  the  unimolecular 
break-up  of  the  1,4-H  atom-shifted  vinoxy* 02  adduct.  A 
potential  diagram  accounting  for  these  observations  will  be 
presented. 

Reactions  of  OH  radicals  with  aromatics  at  low  temper¬ 
atures  are  assumed  to  form  the  corresponding  adducts.  For 
OH  +  benzene  we  have  recently  succeeded  to  directly  monitor 
the  formation  of  hydroxy-cyclohexadienyl  (HCHD)  by  long-path 
UV-laser  absorption.  The  same  technique  has  also  been  used 
to  study  reactions  of  HCHD  in  isolation.  Results  will  be 
presented  for  direct  investigations  of  the  thermal  stability 
of  HCHD  and  for  its  reactions  with  NO,  N02,  and  02>  The  con¬ 
sequences  of  these  results  for  the  low  temperature  oxidation 
of  benzene  will  be  discussed. 
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STRUCTURK-RKACT1V 1TY  RELATIONSHIPS  IN  THE  REACTION  SERIES 

OU  +  RCIIO 
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The  kinetics  of  OH  radical  reactions 

OH  +  RCIIO - ‘products  (1) 

has  been  investigated  in  an  isothermal  fast  'flow  reactor. 

The  OH  radicals  are  generated'  in  the  reaction  of  H-atoms  with 
excess  N02  and  the  decay  of  OH  is  monitored  by  resonance 
fluorescence  technique.  The  reaction  temperature  has  been 
varied  in  a  wide  range  using  oil  thermostating  jacket  and 
electric  heating. 

Rate  coefficients  and  Arrhenius  parameters  have  been 
determined  for  reaction  (1)  for  R  groups  R  =  CH3,  CCl^CF-j. 

Reactivities  and  activation  energies  follow  a  trend 
expected  on  the  basis  of  the  strengths  of  the  formyl  C  -  H 
bonds.  Comparison  of  experimental  kinetic  data  with  esti¬ 
mations  based  on  scmiempirical  schemes  indicate,  however , 
that  the  correlation  with  bond  energies  is  only  qualitative. 
Polarity  effect  appear  to  play  some  role  in  these  reactions. 
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The  Arrhenius  activation  energies  were  found  to  be 
small  and  to  change  with  temperature.  Reasons  of  deviations 
from  the  Arrhenius  low  are  discussed  and  experimental  tem¬ 
perature  dependences  of  the  rate  coefficients  are  compared 
with  theoretical  results. 
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CN  GAS  PHASE  KINETICS  PROBRD  nV  A  DIODF,  LASER 
R.  Jeffrey  Balia  and  Louise  Pasternack,  Chemistry  Division,  Naval  Research  Laboratory, 
Washington,  D.C.  20375-5000. 

The  room  temperature  kinetics  of  CN  with  H2,  D2  and  CH,  have  been  studied  using  a 
diode  laser  as  a  probe  for  both  CN  disappearance  and  HCN  appearance.  CN  is  produced 
by  ArF  excimer  laser  (193  nm)  photolysis  of  cyanogen.  The  P(7)  v=0  ->  iw|  absorption 
of  CN  (X2E*')  at  2015.2  cm"1  is  monitored  as  it  decays  following  photolysis  under 
pseudo-first-order  conditions.  We  also  measure  the  rise  of  HCN  by  monitoring  the  i>3 
vibration  near  3311  cm-1.  Buffer  gases  are  added  to  ensure  vibrational  and  rotational 
equilibration.  A  typical  time  resolved  scan  of  the  CN  absorption  is  shown  in  Figure  1. 

Absolute  rate  constants  for  CN+H2,  CN+D2,  and  CN+CH4  have  been  measured  and  are 
shown  in  Table  I. 

Table  1:  Reaction  rates  of  CN 


Reaction 

Rate  constant  (cm’s*1)  (+2 o) 

Pressure  Range  (Torr) 

CN+H2 

(2.58+0.28)  x  I0'H 

10-100 

cn+d2 

(7.15+0.86)  x  10’16 

10-200 

cn+ch4 

(7.82+0.86)  x  10'15 

1-10 
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These  rales  are  constant  over  the  pressure  range  shown  in  Table  1.  A  typical  plot  of 
the  CN+Oj  pseudo-first-order  reaction  rate  vs  D2  pressure  is  shown  in  Figure  2,  The 
reaction  of  CNrllj  has  been  studied  using  ab  initio  calculations  by  Hair  and  Dunning1 
and  Wagner  and  Hair.2  In  cooperation  with  the  NRL  I.aboratory  for  Computational 
Physics,  we  have  extended  these  calculations  to  the  CN+D2  reaction  in  order  to 
determine  the  predicted  kinetic  isotope  effect.  The  predicted  value  of  k(H2)/k(Dj)  is 
3.5,  in  excellent  agreement  with  our  experimental  results. 

We  have  also  measured  the  integrated  line  strength  for  the  P(7)  t»=0  ->  u=l  CN(X2E+) 
absorption.  These  experiments  are  performed  under  low  pressure  conditions  to  ensure 
only  Doppler  broadening.  A  value  of  S»(1.5  ±  0,5)  x  I0*19'cm2  molecule*1  cm*1  is 
measured. 


REFERENCES: 

1  R.A.  Hair  and  T.H.  Dunning,  Jr.,  J.  Cltem.  Phys.,  22,  2280-2294  (1985). 

2  A.F.  Wagner  and  R.A.  Bair,  Int.  J.  of  Cliem.  Kinetics,  to  be  published. 
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TIME  (msec) 


Figure  1.  Time  resolved  scan  of  CN  absorption.  In  tliis  scan,  P(CN)2  °  0.12  Torr, 
P(D2)  a  2.5  Torr,  and  total  pressure  =  98  Torr. 


Figure  2.  A  piot  of  the  pseudo-first-order  reaction  rate  constant,  k1,  versus  reactant 
pressure  for  liie  reaction  of  CN+D2,  The  slope  corresponds  to  a  second-order  rate 
constant  of  7.8  x  |0'15  cm3  s'*.  The  intercept  reflects  CN  removal  by  diffusion  and 
reaction  with  the  precursor. 
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Kinetic  Microwave  Spectroscopy  of  Reaction  Intermediates: 

Atomic  Oxygen  Reactions  with  Olefins 

I 

f  Seiichiro  KODA  ,  Soji  TSUCHIYA  ,  Yasuki  ENDO,  Chikashi  YAMADA 

I 

j  and  Eiji  HIROTA 

j  Institute  for  Molecular  Science,  Okazaki  444,  JAPAN 

Department  of  Reaction  Chemistry,  Faculty  of  Engineering, 
^University  of  Tokyo,  Kongo,  .Bunkyo-ku,  Tokyo  113,  JAPAN 

Department  of  Pure  and  A?u  u  «d  Sciences,  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  University  of  Tik.yo,  Komaba,  Meguro-ku,  Tokyo  153, 
,  JAPAN 

A  microwave  spectroscopic  method  has  been  developed-  for 
kinetic  studies  of  elementary  reactions,  in  which  reaction 
intermediates  such  as  free  radicals  with  lifetimes  as  short  as  1 
|  ms  are  directly  analysed  in  situ  condition.  This  method  was 

,  applied  to  clarifying  the  primary  mechanism  of  the  atomic  oxygen 

0(3P)  reactions  with  ethylene  and  tetraf luoroethylene. 

Recent  studies1 ^  on  the  reaction  of  0(3P)  with  ethylene  have 
shown  that  both  of  channel  (a)  to  yield  vinoxy  f  I!  and  channel 
(b)  to  yield  CH3  +  HCO  play  important  roles.  But  the  pressure- 
j  dependency  of  the  branching  ratio  has  not  been  fully 

j  investigated.  A  low-pressure  experiment  is  invaluable  in  order 

i  to  clarify  whether  channel  (b)  is  induced  by  intermolecular 

j  collisions  or  not.  Microwave  kinetic  spectroscopy  can  pursue  the 

j  reaction  progress  at  a  low  pressure  such  as  0.1  Torr  or  less  by 

observing  the  spectra  of  transient  species  as  well  as  products  in 
j  real  time. 


253.7  nm  mercury  resonant  line  onto  an  ^O/ethylene  mixture 
containing  a  trace  amount  of  mercury  vapor.  A  quartz  tube  of  1  m 
in  length  and’  9  cm  in  inner  diameter  was  used  as  a 
reaction/absorption  cell,  which  was  surrounded  by  15  germicidal 
lamps  of  30  W  each.  The  light  pulse  was  chosen  to  be  typically 
of  4  ms  duration.  Sample  gases  were  passed  over  a  mercury 
reservoir  to  be  saturated  with  mercury  vapor  and  were  then  passed 
through  the  cell.  The  time  evolution  of  vinoxy,  HCO  and  II2C0 
during  and  after  the  light  pulse  was  pursued  in  terms  of  the 
absorptxnof  the  1  7Q  7 -1  6Q  ^  1  g  {  34231  1 . 5  MHz),  40  4-3Q  3(J=4.5- 
3.5,  F  =  5  -  4  ,  346708.5  MHz),  and  5  1  (  5  -  4 1 ( 4  ( 3 5 1  7 68 . 6  MHz) 
transition,  respectively.  The  effective  absorption  coefficients 
were  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  dipole  moment  and  the  measured 
line-width  at  the  cell  pressure. 

Both  vinoxy  and  HCO  were  found  to  be  formed  right  after  the 
onset  of  the  light  pulse.  After  some  kinetical  treatments,  the 
branching  ratio  was  determined  to  be  0. 4  +  0.1  and  0. 5  +  0.1  for  (a) 
and  (b),  respectively,  at  the  pressure  of  30  mTorr.  In  the 
presence  of  additional  argon  up  to  300  mTorr,  the  branching  ratio 
remained  almost  the  same  within  experimental  uncertainty.  Taking 
into  account  the  previous  studies1*  altogether,  the  ratio  seems 
to  be  almost  insensitive  to  the  pressure  over  the  wide  range  from 
30  ■  ?orr  -o  760  Torr.  Moreover,  the  present  pressure  of  30  mTorr 
corresponds  co  the  collision  frequency  of  about  3x1  O'*  s-1 
assuming  a  hard-sphere  collision  cross  section,  and  a  collision 
complex  of  0  and  ethylene,  if  exists,  is  unlikely  to  survive  as 
long  as  3x10"^  s.  Therefore,  channel  (b)  is  not  col  lisional  ly 
indue -j  but  may  take  place  through  an  intramolecular  path.  An 
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intramolecular  conversion  between  the  potential  surfaces  leading 
to  channel's  (a)  and  (b)  may  easily  proceed  if  these  two  surfaces 
come  close  each  other  at  some  reaction  coordinates. 

In  the  reaction  of  0(3P)  with  tetraf luoroethy lene,  the 
production  of  3CF2  was  established  on  the  basis  of  its 
phosphorescent  emission,^  but  its  quantum  yield  is  not 
determined.  Though  we  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  detecting  3CF2 
with  the  present  microwave  spectroscopic  method,  the  time 
evolution  of  the  ground  state  ^CF2  was  pursued  in  terms  of  the 
absorption  of  the  14^  -j  4-I  3ofi  3  transition  at  3431  35.4  MHz  It 
was  strongly  suggested  that  the  1 CF2  was  mostly  produced  via 

*3 

quenching  of  the  primarily  produced  JCF2.  The  reaction  of  0  with 
tetraf luoroethy lene  is  thus  considered  to  proceed  on  a  triplet 
reaction  surface. 
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Kinetics  of  the  CII^  +  D  reaction  :  »n  anomalous 
isotope  effect 

M.  Brouard  and  tl.J,  Tilling 

Physical  Chemistry  Laboratory,  South  Parks  Road, 
Oxford,  0X1  30Z,  U.K. 


We  recently  developed  a  laser  flash  photolysis  technique  for 
measuring  atom  plus  radical  reactions,  in  which  the  atom  is  monitored  by 
time-resolved  resonance  fluorescence  and  the  radical  by  time-resolved 
absorption  spectroscopy1.  The  technique  has  been  applied  to  the  CII^  +  II 
reaction, 


CJ,  -  H  Cll4 


(1) 


over  the  temperature  and  pressure  rangos  300  <,  T/K  <_  600; 
25  <_  P/Torr  <,  600  (Fig.  1)^.  Undor  these  conditions  the  reaction  is 
well  into  the  fall-off  regime  and,  whilst  k“  may  be  obtained  by 
extrapolation  using,  for  example,  the  Troe  fsetorisation  technique,  the 
uncertainty  in  kj  is  significant  but  difficult  to  assess. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  considerable  theoretical  effort  has  been 
devoted  to  reaction  (1)  and,  in  particular,  to  the  calculation  of  k“. 
Precise  experimental  data  are  required  for  comparison  with  these 
calculations.  We  have  investigated  the  reaction  between  CII^  and  I): 


cii2n  +  II 
cii3i> 


Ci,3  +  D 


(2) 
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using  the  technique  employed  for  reaction  (1).  Because  of  zero  point 
energy  differences  k  >>  k.  and  the  overall  rate  constant  for 

C  D 

deuterium  atom  loss,  k„,  should  be  close  to  k  .  The  determination  of  fc 

Z  I  » 

should  enable  the  limiting  high  pressure  rate  constant  for  reaction  (1)  . 
k“,  to  be  evaluated  by  simple  correction  for -mass  differences. 

As  expected,  k^  was  found  to  be  independent  of  pressure  over  the 
range  50  £  P/Torr  <.  600  and  it  it  also  Independent  of  temperature  over 
the  range  289  <_  T/K  £  401  with  a  mean  value  of  (1.75  +  0.045)  x  10-30 
cm  molecule  s  .  The  corresponding  value  for  k^  it 

(2.47  +  0.06)  x  10~10  cm3  molecule-3  s-3  and  Fig.  2  shows  an  attempt  to 
fit  the  300  K  fall-off  data  for  kj  with  this  high  pressure  limit.  The 
data  are  clearly  incompatible  with  such  a  value.  Fig,  2  also  shows  a 
fit  to  the  data  with  k"  =  4.7  x  10-1^  cm3  molecule-3  s-3,  which  is  much 
more  satisfactory.  It  appears  from  these  experimental  data  that  the 
limiting  high  pressure  rate  constant  for  reaction  (1)  may  not  be 
evaluated  from  kj  by  a  simple  transition  state  calculation, 

i 
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The  Reaction  02+  +  C!^  •»  HgCOOH*  +  H 

Eldon  E.  Ferguson 
Aeronomy  Laboratory 

National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration 
Boulder,  Colorado  80303 

There  have  been  a  number  of  studies  of  the  reaction  between  0,,+  and 
CHjj  during  the  past  20  years.  Recent  studies  at  Colorado  University  have 
established  the  product  Ion  to  be  methylene  hydroperoxy  cation,1  In  con¬ 
trast  to  published  reports  that  it  Is  protonated  formic  acid.  The  H^COOM* 
product  Ion  undergoes  H  transfer  from  alkanes  larger  than  ethane  and  other 
hydrocarbons.  It  transfers  the  OH+  group  to  CS2  and  many  other  neutrals 
and  It  proton  transfers  to  II.  0,  NH^  and  other  neutrals  of  large  proton 
affinity.  The  Ion  follows  all  three  of  these  reaction  paths  with  CH^C(0)H 
and  C2H^C(0)H.  The  Ion  does  not  exchange  H  atoms  with  D20.  This  chemistry 
is  completely  different  than  that  of  the  very  much  more  stable  protonated 
rormlc  acid  In  HC(0H)2*.  The  value  .of  AHf(H2C00H+)  Is  found  to  be 
185+3  kcal  mol  1 . 

2 

The  reaction  rate  constant  has  been  measured  over  the  temperature 

range  20-560K  and  as  a  function  of  relative  kinetic  energy  from  0.01  eV  to 
1  || 

2  eV.  '  The  reaction  rate  constant  has  been  determined  for  the  five 

5 

CH  DPl  Isotopes, 
n  'l-n 

From  this  wealth  of  experimental  data  it  has  been  possible  to  deduce 
the  reaction  mechanism  In  great  detail.  The  reaction  proceeds  over  a 
double  potential  minimum  surface.  A  reversible  electrostatically  bound 
complex  (well  depth  9  kcal  mol  1 )  with  a  lifetime  -  10  10  sec  at  300K  Is 
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formed  Initially.  On  -  0.5J  of  the  collisions  (at  300K)  an  irreversible 
hydride  ion  transfer  occurs  over  an  8  ±  1  kcal  mol  1  barrier,  yielding  the 
stable  (but  highly  excited)  ion  H^COOH*.  The  electrostatic  well-depth  and 
the  barrier  height  are  deduced  from  recent  measurements  of  BShringer  and 
Arnold.** 

Following  the  Irreversible  H  transfer  from  CH^  to  0^  to  produce 
il^COOH*,  an  H  atom  is  rapidly  ejected  from  carbon  to  yield  the  final 
product  HgCOOll*  +  li.  The  overall  reaction  is  22  ±  3  kcal  mol  1  exothermic. 

The  product  ion  is  stable  against  exothermic  (by  ii9  kcal  mol  ')  decom¬ 
position  into  HCO+  +  IlgO  or  the  even  more  exothermic  (by  1>\  kcal  mol-1) 
decomposition  into  ll^O*  +  CO.  A  barrier  of  23  ±  5  kcal  mol-1  exists  for 
decomposition  into  HCO+  +  H^O.  Thi3  leads  to  a  proton  bonding  energy  of 
-  162  kcal  mol  1  for  HgC00H+ .  We  believe  the  neutral  products  of  proton 
transfer  are  CO  +  HgO.  A  simple  proton  transfer  leaving  HgCOO  would  be 
very  endothermic. 

The  reaction  rate  constant  increases  almost  linearly  with  number  of  II 
atoms  going  from  CD,(  to  CH^  due  to  the  II/D  isotope  effect  or  3  for  lf/D~ 
transfer  in  the  rate-controlling  hydride  ion  transfer  step.  The  product 
ion  composition,  however,  is  almost  statistical  (or  random)  due  to  the 
fortuitously  off-setting  H/D  isotope  effect  in  the  ejection  rate  in  the 
final  step.  Eleven  measured  isotopic  parameters  (Including  Internal 
isotopic  distributions  for  CHDgOg*  and  CilgDOg*)  are  explained  with  the  two 
isotopic  parameters,  one  of  which  is  a  theoretically  determined  parameter. 

The  reaction  rate  constant  dependence  on  temperature  is  well  fit  by  a 
statistical  theoretical  model. 
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KINETICS  OF  ION  MOLECULE  REACTIONS  AT  VERY  LOW 
TEMPERATURE  :  THE  CRESU  TECHNIQUE 
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C.  Rebrion,  J,8.  Marquette,  B.R.  Rowe.  6.  Dupeyrat 
Laboratoire  d'Aerothermique  du  C.N.R.S. 

4ter,  route  des  Gardes,  92190  Meudon  (France) 

1  -  INTRODUCTION 

A  detailed  understanding  of  the  formation  of  complex  molecules  in 
dense  interstellar  clouds  requires  a  good  knowledge  of  ion-molecule 
reaction  kinetics  at  extremely  low  temperatures  (in  the  range  10-I00K). 
From  a  fundamental  point  of  view,  very  low  levels  are  involved  in  the 
reaction  at  such  temperatures,  leading  to  a  more  tractable  theoretical 
problem.  Also,  this  could  allow  the  determination  of  the  rotational  state 
influence  on  the  reactivity.  When  the  formation  of  an  excited  complex  is 
involved,  its  lifetime  is  considerably  enhanced  at  the  lowest  temperatures 
yielding  large  effects  on  the  kinetics. 

The  CRESU  technique  that  we  have  developped  in  our  laboratory  is  able 
to  measure  rate  coefficients  with  condensable  species  under  true  thermal 
conditions  in  the  range  8-I60K.  Detailed  descriptions  of  the  technique  are 
published  elsewhere  / 1  -3/.  The  low  temperature  is  obtained  by  the 
isentropic  expansion  of  a  buffer  gas,  containing  both  ion  parent  and  neutral 
reactant  gases,  through  a  suitably  contoured  Laval  nozzle.  Ions  are  created 
close  downstream  from  the  nozzle  exit  by  an  electron  beam.  Primary  and 
product  ions  ere  monitored  by  means  of  a  moveable  quadrupole  mass 
spectrometer  associated  with  a  particle  counting  system. 

2  -  RESULTS 

In  case  of  fast  reactions  all  theories  assume  that  they  are  dominated 
by  long-range  intermolecular  forces  /4/.  For  non-polar  molecules  the 
Langevin  ion-induced-dipole  theory  predicts  no  variation  in  the  rate 


coefficient  with- temperature  ;  for  these  molecules  quadruple  moments  or 
anisotropy  of  polarizability  yield  additional  terms  in  the  interaction 
potential,  which  may  cause  variations  of  the  kinetics  with  temperature.  In 
the  case  of  polar  molecules  various  theories  (ADO,  AADO  /A/,  ACCSA  /5/) 
predict  an  increase  of  the  rate  coefficient  at  the  lowest  temperatures. 

Three  sets  of  experimental  data  have  been  obtained  concerning  fast 
reactions  of  He+,  N+  and  C+  ions  occuring  with  non-polar  or  slightly  polar 
molecules  (02.  CH4,  CO)  /6/,  with  very  polar  molecules  (H20,  NH3)  111  and 

with  non-polar  molecules  presenting  very  large  quadrupole  moments  (C6F6 

w- 

It  follows  from  these  experiments  that,  within  the  stated 
experimental  uncertainity  (i  308),  there  is  no  significant  change  in  the 
reaction  rate  coefficient  for  neutrals  with  important  anisotropic 
polarizabilities  or  very  large  quadrupole  moments.  In  contrast  the  rate 
coefficients  largely  increase  at  the  lowest  temperatures  for  polar 
molecules.  This  is  qualitatively  in  agreement  with  ADO  theory.  For  some 
reactions  (C+,  N+  +  1^0)  there  is  a  very  good  agreement  with  the  ACCSA 
theory  (D.C.  Clary,  private  communication). 

Several  other  reactions  have  been  studied  using  our  technique  : 
association  reactions  of  N2+  with  N2  and  02+  with  02  leading  respectively 

to  N4+  end  04+  /2/  and  slow  reactions  at  room  temperature  like 

f'V  +  +  N2  and  02+  +  CH<  -->  CH302+  +  H  /!/.  In  this  case  the 

large  increase  of  the  rate  coefficient  towards  the  lowest  temperatures  can 
be  seen  as  a  result  of  the  much  longer  reaction  complex  lifetime  at  very  low 
temperatures. 

For  02+  +  CHj_n  Dn,  0  <  n  <  4  a  joint  research  by  various  groups 

including  our  low  temperature  measurements  has  led  to  a  very  detailed 
understanding  of  this  reaction  /10/. 

The  reaction  of  Nf  with  H2  end  D2  is  a  striking  exception  to  the  general 


behovior.  The  rote  coefficient  dramatically  decreases  from  300K  to  8K.  This 
has  been  interpreted  as  a  very  slight  endothermicity  / 10/. 

3  -  CONCLUSIONS 

The  CRESU  measurements  yield  new  insights  on  ion-molecule  reaction 
kinetics.  Our  present  program  includes  the  study  of  the  influence  of 
rotational  states  on  the  reactivity  using  deuterated  neutrals  to  vary  the 
rotational  states  populations. 
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Neutral  Reactions  on  Ions 


A.A.  Vigpiano.  C.A.  Dcakyne  and  J.F.  Paulson 
AFGL/LID,  Hanscom  AFB  01731-5000 

Several  years  ago  Rowe  et  al.*  observed  for  the  first  time  an  interesting  set  of  reactions  in 
which  a  neutral  clustered  to  an  alkali  ion  reacts  with  another  neutral.  In  these  reactions,  the  alkali  ion  acts 
mainly  as  a  bystander  providing  a  large  electric  field  in  which  the  reaction  can  take  place.  Rowe  et  al.* 
found  that  the  reaction  (1), 

(1)  N205  +  NO  ->3N02, 

proceeds  at  a  rate  at  le  ;  9  orders  of  magnitude  faster  when  the  N2C>5  is  clustered  to  a  Li+  ion  than  does 
the  purely  neutral  reaction.  Several  reasons  can  be  suggested  for  the  origin  of  this  rate  enhancement:  (1) 
die  kinetic  energy  gained  during  the  acceleration  in  the  ion-dipole  or  ion-induced  dipole  field  is  sufficient 
to  overcome  the  activation  energy  barrier;  (2)  the  electric  field  alters  die  potential  energy  surface;  (3)  the 
lifetime  of  the  complex  is  enhanced. 

In  the  present  work  we  studied  experimentally  several  systems  for  which  the  rate  enhancement 
is  seen.  We  tried  to  pick  systems  that  would  help  to  distinguish  between  the  various  mechanisms  for  the 
enhancement.  Molecular  orbital  calculations  on  the  energies  and  structures  of  the  cluster  ions  were  also 
performed  to  aid  in  understanding  the  rate  enhancement 

The  measurements  were  done  in  a  variable  temperature  flowing  afterglow.  The  alkali  ions 
were  made  by  heating  rhenium  filaments  coated  with  a  mixture  of  alkali  nitrate,  Al203  and  Si02.  This 
resulted  in  good  pure  signals  of  the  alkali  ion  of  interest  after  several  hours  of  use.  Clustering  was 
enhanced  by  adding  a  diaphragm  (5  mm  hole  diameter)  between  the  ion  source  region  and  the  flow  tube. 
The  pressure  in  the  ion  source  region  was  on  the  order  of  10  torr  and  the  flow  tube  pressure  was 
approximately  0.5  torr.  The  neutral  to  be  clustered  to  the  alkali  ion  was  added  downstream  of  the 
filament  and  upstream  of  the  diaphragm.  In  order  to  get  the  best  signal  of  the  cluster  ’on  of  interest 
without  interference  from  other  ions,  the  temperature,  pressure  and  buffer  gas  were  varied.  Three 
buffers  were  used;  He,  Ar  and  N2. 

The  preliminary  rate  constants  measured  in  this  study  are  given  in  Table  1.  These  rate 
constants  arc  all  considerably  larger  than  those  for  the  corresponding  neutral  reactions2.  The  largest 
enhancement  is  seen  for  the  reaction  of  Li+(N02)  +  CO,  whose  rate  is  augmented  by  30  orders  of 
magnitude  over  that  for  the  gas  phase  reaction  of  N02  and  CO!  The  other  rate  enhancements  are  not  so 
dramatic  as  this,  but  all  are  at  least  four  orders  of  magnitude  larger  in  the  presence  of  the  alkali  ion. 

The  reaction  of  N02  with  CO  has  a  gas  phase  activation  energy2  of  28  kcal  mol'*.  The 
energy-gained  during  collision  of  CO  with  a  Li+  (radius=0.6A)  ion  due  to  the  ion-induced  dipole 
interaction  is  108  kcal  mol'*.  Thus,  the  kinetic  energy  gained  during  the  collision  is  sufficient  to 
overcome  the  activation  barrier  in  this  case.  In  the  case  of  Na+  (radius=0.95A),  the  energy  gained  from 
the  ion-induced  dipole  force  is  only  17  kcal  mol"*,  which  is  not  sufficient  to  overcome  the  barrier.  To 


this  one  must  add  the  ion-dipole  term.  The  latter  is  harder  to  estimate  due  to  the  fact  that  the  dipole  is 
rotating.  For  a  locked  dipole  the  energy  gained  is  9  kcal  mol'*.  Therefore,  the  energy  gained  during  the 
collision  is  at  most  26  kcal  mol'*.  This  is  not  quite  sufficent  to  overcome  the  activation  barrier,  yet  the 
rate  is  still  enormously  enhanced. 

We  have  performed  molecular  orbital  calculations  on  Li+(NC>2).  The  equilibrium  geometry 
shows  that  one  of  the  N-0  bond  lengths  has  increased  compared  to  its  value  in  NO2,  indicating  that  the 
bond  strength  has  decreased.  A  similar  effect  can  be  expected  for  Na+(N02).  This  decrease  in  bond 
strength  may  well  translate  into  a  decrease  in  the  activation  energy  barrier.  The  latter  decrease  may  be 
sufficiently  large  for  the  kinetic  energy  gained  during  the  collision  to  overcome  the  reduced  activation 
barrier.  The  fact  that  the  rate  is  slower  in  the  presence  of  Na+  than  Li+  supports  the  above  suggestion. 
Decreasing  rate  constants  with  increasing  size  of  the  alkali  ion  have  also  been  seen  by  Rowe  et  al.*  The 
activation  barriers  (for  the  neutral  reaction)  for  the  reactions  studied  with  O  as  the  reactant  neutral  are 
also  smaller  than  the  energy  gained  during  a  collision  of  O  with  Na+.  We  conclude  from  this  that  the 
major  reason  for  the  rate  enhancement  may  be  the  kinetic  energy  gained  during  the  collision,  although  it 
is  not  the  only  effect. 

Unfortunately,  it  has  been  impossible  to  study  reactions  of  O  with  neutrals  clustered  to  K»+, 
which  would  give  furthur  insight  into  the  reaction  mechanism.  The  reaction, 

(2)  KX  +  O  -4  K+  +  X(O)' 

where  the  negative  ion  has  a  mass  of  either  246±2  or  79amu,  produces  20  times  more  K+  than  is  seen 
before  O  is  added.  The  unknown  neutral  KX  is  emitted  from  the  K  filament.  The  rate  constant  for 
reaction  2  is  1-4  x  10"*®  cm^  s'*. 

The  products  in  the  reaction  of  Li+(NC>2)  with  CO  deserve  furthur  attention.  In  He  and  Ar 
buffers  the  major  product  is  Li+(CO),  with  a  small  amount  of  Li+(C02>  formed.  In  a  N2  buffer,  the 
only  product  is  Li+(C02).  The  most  likely  explanation  for  this  is  that  the  L1+(C02)  Pr°duct  is  formed  in 
an  excited  state  (electronic  or  vibrational),  since  the  reaction  is  exothermic  by  54  kcal  mo!'*  (neglecting 
the  difference  in  cluster  bond  strengths).  The  excited  Li+(C02)  *s  quenched  in  a  N2  buffer  but  not  in  the 
atomic  buffers^.  In  the  atomic  buffers  the  CO2  can  then  be  switched  out  of  the  cluster  by  CO,  even 
though  the  switching  reaction  of  the  ground  state  ions  would  be  endothermic. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  for  the  reaction  of  H2S  with  O  the  product  is  different 
depending  upon  whether  one  or  two  H2S  ligands  are  attached  to  the  alkali  metal  ion.  When  two  are 
attached,  an  association  to  form  H2SO  occurs;  and  when  only  one  is  attached,  reaction  to  form  HSO  and 
II  occurs. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  studied  a  number  of  reactions  that  proceed  faster  in  the  presence  of  an 
inert  alkali  ion.  The  enhancement  is  enormous,  being  on  the  order  of  10^®  for  the  most  dramatic  case. 
The  main  reason  for  the  enhancement  appears  to  be  that  the  kinetic  energy  gained  during  collision  is 
sufficient  to  overcome  the  neutral  activation  barrier.  This  appears  to  be  a  necccssary  but  not  sufficient 
condition  for  the  rate  enhancement  to  occur.  Secondary  causes,  such  as  bond  weakening  in  the  presence 
of  the  alkali  ion  also  appear  to  play  a  role. 
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Table  1 .  Rates  of  Ion  Enhanced  Reactions 


Reaction 

fem+2  s'h 

Rate  Constant 

Temp(K) 

Rate 

Li+(N02)  +  CO  -4  Li+  (C02)  +  NOa 

7(-12)b 

213-294 

1030 

Na+(N02)  +  CO-+  Na+  (CO2)  4  NO 

1(-12) 

213-289 

1029 

Li+(N02)  +  H2  -4  products 

<1(-14) 

219 

- 

Li+(HBr)  +  0-4  Li+  +  HBrO 

2(-10) 

178-219 

105 

-4  Li-1-  +  Br  +  0H-+ 

Li+(HBr)2  +  0  -4  Li+  +  HBtO  +  HBr 

2(-10) 

178 

105 

Na+(HBr)  +  0  ->  Na+  +  +  HBrO 

1(-10) 

219 

2xl04 

-4  Na+  +  Br  +  OH 

Li+(H2S)  +  0-4 Li+(HSO)  +  Ha 

2(-10) 

219 

SxlO4 

-4  Li+  +  H2SO 

Li+(H2S)2  +  0-4 Li+(H2SO)  +  H2Sa 

2  (-10) 

219 

5xl04 

-4  Li+  +  H2SO  +  H2S 

Ns+(H2S)  +  0-4  Na+(HSO)  +  Ha 

K-10) 

178-219 

1.5x10s 

-4  Na+  +  H2SO 

Na+(H2S}2  +  0->  Na+(H2SO)  +  H2Sa 

2(-10) 

178 

3x10s 

-4  Na4  +H2SO  +  H2S 

Li+(N20)  +  0-4  i,i+  +  N2  +  02 

5(-13) 

219 

!025 

a.  for  detailed  information  on  the  products  see  text.  b.  7(- 12)  means  7x10' 12  c.  the  rate  constant  in 
the  presence  of  the  alkali  ion  divided  by  the  rate  constant  for  the  corresponding  neutral  reaction  at  the 
coldest  temperature  listed, 

1.  B.R,  Rowe,  A.A.  Yiggiano,  F.C.  Fehsenfeid,  D.W.  Fahey,  and  E.E.  Ferguson,  J.  Chem.  Phys. 
16, 742  (1982). 

2.  Handbook  of  Birnolecular  and  Termolecular  Gas  Reactions,  cd.  J.A.  Kerr  and  S.J.  Moss,  CRC 
Press  !r,c.,  Boca  Raton,  Florida  (1981). 

3.  B.E.  Ferguson  in  "Swarms  of  Electrons  and  Ions. in  Gases”,  ed.  W.  Lindinger,  T.D.  Mark.,  and 
P.  Howorka,  Springer  Verlag,:Vienna  (1984), 


INTEGRATION  OF  THEORY  AND  EXPERIMENT  IN  HIGH-TEMPERATURE 


CHEMICAL  KINETICS 

David  Gutman 

Department  of  Chemistry,  Illinois  Institute  of  Technology 
Chicago,  Illinois  60616,  U.S.A. 

The  technical  difficulties  associated  with  most  experimen¬ 
tal  investigations  of  free-radical  reactions  at  high  tempera¬ 
tures  usually  impose  significant  restrictions  on  the  range  of 
conditions  which  can  be  covered  and  the  degree  of  detail  which 
can  be  obtained.  Interpretation  of  results,  particularly 
extrapolating  laboratory  findings  far  outside  of  the  range  of 
experimental  conditions  covered,  requires  not  only  a  clear 
conceptual  picture  of  the  reaction  dynamics  but  also  quantita¬ 
tive  information  on  the  reaction  energetics  as  well  as  proper¬ 
ties  of  reactants  and  products  along  the  reaction  coordinate. 

Today  modern  theoretical  studies  of  chemical  reactions  are 
providing  this  kind  of  basic  information  on  larger  and  larger 
systems.  Through  close  cooperation  between  theoretical  and 
experimental  programs,  knowledge  on  elementary  reactions  is 
being  merged  to  develop  more  insightful  and  more  comprehensive 
understandings  of  many  free-radical  reactions.  In  addition 
tliis  cooperation  is  providing  guidance  for  planning  future 
theoretical  and  experimental  studies  of  free-radical  reactions 
in  -those  directions  where  these  efforts  will  be  mutually 
supportive . 

Examples  of  this  kind  of  cooperation  and  the  results  it 
_is  producing  will  be  presented.  Particular  emphasis  will  be 
placed  on  recent  investigations  of  the  following  reactions: 

c2n5  +  °2'  CI,3  +  CII3'  11  +  HC0'  and  ,1C0  +  M’ 


H2 


The  Mechanism  of  the  Reaction  C  H  +  0,  - i  +  110^ 

by  Roy  R.  Baldwin,  Kevin  McAdam,  and  Raymond  W.  Walker. 

Chemistry  Department,  Hull  University,  Hull,  N.  Humberside, 

HU6  7RX,  England. 


There  is  considerable  interest  in  the  mechanism  of  the  reaction  of 


C  H  radicals  with  0  ,  which  at  low  temperatures  gives  mainly  CJLO.  but 

2  5  2  i  d  i 

at  higher  temperatures  (  >300°C)  gives  +  HO^ .  Gutman  et  ai  have 

suggested  that  is  formed  in  the  scheme 


C2H5 


A_>  c2hso* - >c2haooh 


C2Ha  +  H02. 


Although  their  experimental  results  are  supported  by  one  experimental 
study  at  Hull,  another  suggests  that  their  mechanistic  interpretation 
requires  modification. 

1.  The  relative  yields  of  C  H  and  C.H.  from  the  oxidation  of  C  H.CHO 
have  been  measured  over  the  temperature  range  320-500°C.  In  the  early 
stages  of  reaction,  these  products  are  formed  solely  in  reactions  (1)  and 
(2). 


C2H5 

+  o2  - > 

C2H4 

+  i.o2 

(1) 

C2H5 

+  C2H5CH0 - > 

C2H6 

+  C21I5C0 

(2) 

The  initial  values  of  the  relative  rate  of  formation  are  given  by 
equation  (i) 

<CC2H4MC2H6]  -  k1[02]/k2[C2H5CII0]  (i) 


which  gives  an  excellent  interpretation  of  the  results  over  a  wide  range 
of  mixture  composition.  Accurate  values  of  k^/k^  are  obtained,  from 
which  Arrhenius  plots  give  “  ^8  ±  2  kJ  mol  *  and  A2/A^  °  20.0  ±  4.5. 

Use  of  literature  values  for  B2  and  A2  gives  »  (-  8  ±  5)  kJ  mol  *  and 
7  3  -1-1 

A^  “  (1.58 ±  0.7)  x  10  dm  mol  s  ,  which  provide  strong  evidence  that 


H2 


Is  not  formed  by  a  direct  bimolecular  process  involving  simple 
11  atom  transfer. 

2.  The  decomposition  of  tetramethylbutane  in  the  presence  of  0 2  has  been 
used  as  a  source  of  110^  radicals  to  study  the  competition  between  reactions 
(3)  and  (4). 


1102 

+  C2u4  - 

— >  c2ii4o 

+  OH 

(3) 

ho2 

+  C3U6  ~ 

— *  C3H6° 

+  OH 

(4) 

Measurement  of  the  relative  yields  of  ethylene  oxide  and  propene  oxide, 
and  use  of  (4)  as  the  reference  reaction  give  A^  =  10^'^"*  *  0*35 
dm"*  mol  *  s  *  and  **  71.6  ±  5  kJ  mol  *  between  400  and  500°C. 

The  formation  of  ethylene  oxide  is  likely  to  take  place  In  two 
stages  , 


1I02  +  C2.(A  ;= 


C.H.00H 
2  4 


->  C2ll/t0  +  OH 


Taken  in  conjunction  with  independent  work,  there  is  ample  evidence  to 

suggest  that  the  above  Arrhenius  parameters  do  refer  to  the  addition  step 

(a),  so  that  k,  $>  k  .  Similar  conclusions  have  been  reached  in  related 

reactions.  This  is  not  unexpected  because  as  the  energy  diagram  below 

shows  ethylene  oxide  is  formed  exothermically  (All  ca  -40  kJ  mol-*") 

whereas  ethylene  is  formed  endothermically  (AH  ca  40  kJ  mol-*).  As 

indicated  by  the  diagram,  the  decomposition  (-a)  to  give  C  11  +  HO  has 

2  4  2 

a  very  high  energy  barrier  of  about  110  kJ  mol-*,  which  raises 

difficulties  for  the  explanation  given  by  Gutman’s  group  for  the  negative 

temperature  coefficient  for  +  0^  at  the  higher  temperatures.  In 

contrast,  a  value  of  only  69  kJ  mol  *  is  suggested  for  the  energy  barrier 

of  reaction  (b),  the  formation  of  ethylene  oxide.  The  effect  of  the  much 

lower  value  of  could  be  balanced  by  a  very  adverse  A  factor.  However, 

transition  state  calculations  suggest  that  A  /A  'j>  30,  so  that  at  500“C 

-a  b 


k^/k  is  ac  lease  16,  and  negligible  amounts  of  C^ll^  would  be  formed 

from  die  decomposition  of  C^H^OOll.  As  in  the  range  OSO-SSO^C,  the 

product  ratio  IC„H. ]/[C„H,0)  is  about  100,  then  clearly  C„H,  must  arise 
2  A  2  4  2  4 

from  another  source  than  C.H.OOH. 

2  4 

It  is  suggested  therefore  that  02^  is  not  formed  in  the  direct 
bimolecular  reaction  nor  from  the  C^H^-OOIl  radical,  but  is  formed  directly 
from  the  02^00*  or  02^00  radical. 


Energy  Diagram  for  C^H^.  +  0^ 


CJ1.001I 


H3 


HYDROXYL-RADICAL  REACTIONS  WITH  UNSATURATED 
HYDROCARBONS:  EFFECTS  OF  DEUTERIUM  SUBSTITUTION* 

Frank  P.  Tnllv.  August  T.  Droeget,  and  J.  E.  M.  Goldsmith 
Combustion  Research  Facility 
Sandia  National  Laboratories 
Livermore,  California,  94550 
U,  S,  A. 

Detailed  kinetic  studies  of  the  reactions  of  OH  with  ethene,  propene,  and  acetylene  are 
repoitcd.  Reactions  are  initiated  by  193-nm  photolysis  of  N2O  in  N2O/  II2O/  hydrocarbon/ helium 

gas  mixtures,  and  monitored  via  time-resolved  OH  fluorescence  excited  using  an  intracavity- 
doubled,  single-mode,  cw  ring  dye  laser.  The  dependences  of  the  rate  coefficients  on  pressure  and 
temperature  are  being  investigated  over  the  ranges  3-700  torr  of  helium  and  295-1000  K,  respec  - 
tively.  Complex  chemical  mechanisms,  involving  OH  addition,  atom  migration,  adduct  dissocia  - 
tion,  and  direct  hydrogen-atom  transfer,  are  observed.  Deuterium  substitution  in  the  unsaturated 
hydrocarbons  produces  several  interesting  effects.  The  pressurc-falloff  behavior  for  the  reactions 
Oil  +  C2II4  and  OH  +  C2D4  are  significantly  different;  efforts  to  model  these  using  the  Troc 

formalism  are  underway.  Significant  OD  concentrations  are  detected  in  the  reactions  of  OH  with 
C2D2  and  C3D6;  the  [OD]  profiles  are  compatible  with  a  mechanism  involving  OH  addition,  bl¬ 
and  D-atom  intramolecular  migration,  and  redissociation  of  OD.  At  high  temperatures,  significant 
kinetic  isotope  effects  are  observed  in  H  (and  D)-atom  abstraction  reactions. 

*  This  research  is  supported  by  the  Division  of  Chemical  Sciences,  the  Office  of  Basic  Energy  Sci¬ 
ences,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Energy, 
t  Sandia  National  Laboratories  Postdoctoral  Research  Associate. 
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Oil  +  OLEFIN  REACTION  RATES  AT  HIGH  TEMPERATURES 

Gregory  P.  Smith 
Chemical  Physics  Laboratory 
SRI  International,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94025  USA 

There  are  many  studies  of  OH  reactions  with  olefins  in  the  250-500  K 
temperature  range,  where  a  pressure-dependent  addition  mechanism  dominates, 
but  very  few  direct  determinations  of  rate  constants  at  temperatures  impor¬ 
tant  in  conbustlon,  above  1000  K.  We  recently  reported  measurements  for  OH 
plus  acetylene*  and  propylene^  at  900-1300  K,  which  indicate  a  new  mechanism 
replaces  addition,  perhaps  hydrogen  abstraction*  These  measurements  have 
now  been  extended  Lo  ethylene  and  a  series  of  butenes. 

The  laser  pyrolysis/laser  fluorescence  technique^  uses  a  pulsed  infra¬ 
red  CO2  laser  beam,  1  cm  in  diameter,  to  irradiate  the  center  of  a  thin, 
cylindrical  gas  cell  containing  10  torr  SFg  infrared  absorber,  up  to  30  torr 
CF4  bath  gas,  2  mtorr  H2O2  radical  source,  and  varying  amounts  of  olefin 
reactant.  Withir.  rhe  first  40  ps,  the  gas  is  heated  by  absorption  and 
energy  transfer,  OH  is  produced  by  thermal  decomposition,  and  partial  cool¬ 
ing  occurs  as  the  result  of  a  shock-driven  expansion.  There  follows  a  qui¬ 
escent  period  of  over  150  ps  during  which  blmolecular  kinetics  can  be  mea¬ 
sured,  using  a  variably  delayed,  frequency  doubled,  YAG  pumped  dye  laser  to 
excite  laser-induced  fluorescence  in  the  OII(A-X)  (0,0)  band  near  308  nm. 
Temperature  is  measured  by  scunning  several  OH  rotational  lines,  and  the 
pressure  is  assumed  to  return  to  its  initial  value.  Plots  of  the  pseudo 
first-order  decay  rates  of  OH  versus  olefin  concentration  give  the  rate 


constant. 


n't 


Table  1 

SUMMARY  OF  HIGH  TEMPERATURE  OH  +  Olefin  RATE  CONSTANTS 


Reactant 

T(K) 

Number 

Expmt. 

Number 

Decays 

k(10"^^cm5/s)  dr 

ethylene 

900 

7 

25 

2.54  +  0.38 

1220 

6 

24 

2.49  ±  0.5 

propylene^ 

1150 

2 

8 

8.0  +  1.2 

1-butene 

1225 

3 

9 

19.7  ±  4.2 

2-butene 

1275 

2 

8 

27.0  ±  3.6 

iso-butene 

1260 

1 

5 

29.6  ±  6.8 

dimethyl-butene 

1237 

1 

5 

37.0  ±  5.6 

Averaged  results  are  given  In  the  table  above.  Our  previous  propylene 
results  ,  those  of  Tully  and  Goldsmith  ,  and  the  observation  of  no  abstrac¬ 
tion  products  at  300  K5,  indicate  a  surprisingly  large  barrier  for  abstrac¬ 
tion  of  weakly  bound  allylic  hydrogens.  The  much  larger  butene  rate  con¬ 
stants  suggest  this  unexpected  barrier  is  absent  for  larger  alkenes.  Note 
also  that  the  r3te  constants  increase  with  the  number  of  allylic  hydrogens. 

The  transition  state  theory  approach  applied  by  Cohen5  to  butane  and  propane 
was  applied  to  the  alkenes.  The  predicted  rate  constants  for  1-  and  2-butene 
are  95Z  and  802  of  those  measured,  with  no  energy  barrier.  The  propylene 
barrier  so  determined  by  fitting  the  1200  K  data  is  1.5  kcal/col,  surprisingly 
about  the  same  as  that  for  propane. 

(Xir  RRKM  calculations  and  Tully’ s  measurements5  indicate  the  addition 
reaction  of  OH  to  ethylene  to  form  an  adduct  is  insignificant  above  800  K. 

The  rate  constants  measured  above  represent  a  direct  process,  either  abstrac¬ 
tion  of  vinyllic  hydrogens  or  some  rearrangement  channel.  It  is  believed  the 


H4 


apparent  lack  of  a  temperature  dependence  Is  inaccurate,  since  no  significant 
direct  reaction  was  observed  at  low  pressure  at  300  K.^  A  transition  state 
theory  fit  for  abstraction  to  our  data  at  1200  K  gives  a  barrier  of  2  kcal/mol, 
which  is  somewhat  below  that  expected , given  the  ethylene  bond  energy  and  known 
correlations  for  alkanes.^  There  is,  however,  other  conflicting  evidence 
concerning  this  reaction,**  and  rearrangement  cannot  be  ruled  out  without  high 
temperature  product  studies.  The  various  mechanisms  and  available  data  on  Oil 
plus  ethylene  will  be  discussed  in  more  detail,  from  the  perspective  of  tran¬ 
sition  state  and  RRKM  theories. 

This  work  was  supported  by  the  Office  of  Basic  Energy  Sciences,  U.S. 
Department  of  Energy,  Contract  No.  DE-AC03-81ER10906. 
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The  ketenyl  yield  of  the  elementary  reaction  of  ethyne 
with  atomic  oxygen  at  T  =  280  -  550  K 

J.  Peeters,  H.  Schaekers  and  C.  Vinckier 

Department  of  Chemistry 
Katholieke  Universiteit  Leuven 
Celestijnenlaan  200F,  B-3030  Heverlee.  Belgium 


In  a  previous  study  1  of  the  C2H2  +  0  reaction,  it  was  shown  that 
both  UCCO  and  Cll2  are  important  primary  products  : 

C2«2  +  0  -*  CH2  +  CO  (la) 

C2H2  +  0  -  HCCO  +  H;  (lb) 

the  kinetics  of  subsequent  reactions  of  HCCO  with  both  0-  and  H-atoms 
was  also  investigated. 

The  purpose  of  the  present  work  was  to  determine  the  absolute  HCCO 
yield  of  the  elementary  C2H2  +  0  reaction,  at  T  =  290  -  540  K.  The  de¬ 
termination  was  carried  out  using  the  discharge-flow  technique,  combined 
with  molecular-beam  mass  spectrometry  (MBMS) .  The  total  pressure  in  the 
flow  reactor  was  2  torr,  with  He  as  the  diluent  gas. 

The  total  rate  constant  kj  of  the  C2H2  +  0  reaction  being  known, 
the  HCCO  yield  k^/kj  can  be  obtained  from  an  absolute  measurement  of 
the  quasi-stationary  HCCO  concentration  in  a  CjjHj/O  system  : 

(HCC01st  =  kJb  (C2H2HOI/E  k.  (X^  (Eq.  1) 

where  C  kjIX.)  is  the  total  removal  frequency  vp  of  HCCO  due  to  the 
various  destruction  reactions  with  the  coreagents  X.  =  0,  H,  02  and 
Cj,H2;  the  associated  rate  constants  k^  are  known  from  previous  work. 

It  is  clear  that  the  crucial  factor  in  the  determination  of  e  = 
kjbfkj  along  these  lines  is  the  absolute  sensitivity  of  the  MBMS  appara¬ 
tus  for  the  HCCO  radical  5(HCC0)  »  i(HCC0)/(HCC0),  with  ilHCCO)  the  MBMS 
signal  for  HCCO. 


A  large  part  of  the  work  reported  here  was  invested  in  the  measu¬ 
rement  of  the  calibration  factor  S(HCCO),  with  the  reaction 

H  +  C302  HCCO  ♦  CO  (2) 

used  as  HCCO  source.  Reaction  (2),  which  has  been  investigated  extensi- 

p 

vely  by  Faubel  et  al.  ,  is  a  “clean*  source  of  HCCO,  all  other  path¬ 
ways  being  highly  endoergic. 

Establishing  the  absolute  HCCO  concentration  in  a  C302/H  system 
requires  knowledge  of  k2  as  well  as  of  the  total  HCCO  removal  frequency 
’-'r‘  =  n  kjtXjl.  The  rate  constant  k2  at  535  K  was  derived  from  the 

first-order  decay  of  10,0,1  at  excess  CHI  :  k,  =  (9.1  -  0.7U011  cm3 

-1-1  J  c  ? 
mole  s  ,  in  good  agreement  with  Faubel  et  al.  .  The  sensitivity 

S(HCCO)  was  obtained  in  experiments  where  the  time-dependent  HCCO  remo¬ 
val  frequency  vp * ( t )  was  derived  from  the  known  time-dependent  HCCO 
formation  rate  and  from  the  observed  time  history  of  the  i (HCCO)  signal; 
the  method  can  be  regarded  as  an  extension  of  the  well-known  ‘approach 
to  the  stationary  state*  technique.  Once  vr‘(t)  is  known,  the  absolute 
t HCCO 1  can  be  calculated  at  each  point  in  time;  combination  with  the 
corresponding  i (HCCO)  signals  yields  the  calibration  factor  sought  here. 

(n  the  actual  procedure,  HCCO-removal  was  attributed  to  the  known  1 
reaction 

HCCO  >  H  ••  prod.  (3) 

as  well  as  to  a  (pseudo-lfirst-order  process 

HCCO  -»  prod.  (4) 

that  includes  termination  on  the  wall;  the  unknown  parameters  S(HCCO) 
and  k^  in  the  equation 

d  i (HCCO) /dt  =  S  k2lC302HH]  -  lk3lHl  +  k^ilHCCO)  (Eq.  2) 
were  evaluated  simultaneously  by  means  of  the  non-linear-least-squares 

3 

“DUO*  algorithm  .  The  result  for  S  was  found  to  be  only  slightly  affec¬ 
ted  by  the  inclusion  of  secundary  HCCO  formation  via 

OH  +  C302  -*  HCCO  +  C02  (8) 

with  OH  generated  in  reactions  of  Og-traces  with  products  of  reactions 
(3)  and  (4). 
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The  sensitivity  factor  S(HCCO)  having  been  determined  in  this  way, 
the  ketenyl  yield  0  «  k^/k^  the  C2^2  +  0  react’on  was  determined 
from  measured  iUICCO)  signals  in  C^/O  systems  at  quasi-stationary 
(HCC01 ,  as  expressed  by  (Eq.  1)  : 

0  =  tHCC0Jst(k5t03  +  k3tHl  w  k6t02J)/kjtC2H2H01  (Eq.  3) 

The  value  of  the  rate  constants  k,,  kK  and  k,  of  the  HCCO-reactions  xith 
H,  0,  respect.  0 were  taken  from  previous  work  '  .  The  results  :  0  = 
0.59  i  0.20  at  287  K  and  0  =  0.64  -  0.19  at  535  K  (with  2o  uncertain¬ 
ties)  show  that  the  elementary  CgHg  +  0  reaction  leads  for  the  larger 
part  to  HCCO  formation  and  that  the  HCCO-yield  is  nearly  independent  of 
temperature.  Both  these  findings  agree  with  the  recent  theoretical 

5 

predictions  by  Harding  and  Wagner  . 
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IIIC  REACTION  OF  Oil  RADICALS  W I  Ml  ll2  FROM  372  TO  675  K 


S .  Zaharnick*,  J.W.  Fleming  and  M.C.  Lin 

Chemistry  Division 
Naval  Research  Laboratory 
Washington,  D.C.  20375-5000 

Two-laser  photolysis/L  IF  probe  experiments  have  been 
performed  to  measure  absolute  rate  coefficients  for  the  reaction 
of  CM  radicals  with  H2  .  Multiphoton  photolysis  of  CHBrj  produces 
CII(X2II)  radicals.  The  CM  radicals  are  probed  by  LIF  at  629.0  nm. 
These  experiments  have  been  performed  over  the  temperature  range 
297  to  675  K  at  100  torr  argon  total  pressure  in  order  to  better 
characterize  the  abstraction  reaction 

CM  +  M2  --->  Cll2  +  M  (1  ) 

At  low  temperatures  the  insertion  reaction  predominates 

CM  +  M2  -— >  CM3  (2) 

Subtraction  of  this  low  temperature  insertion  channel  results  in 
data  that  covers  the  temperature  range  372  to  675  K  for  reaction 
(1).  An  Arrhenius  plot  yields  the  expression  k1  s  (2.30+0.31)  x 
10-1°  exp[-(1760±70)/T)  cmJ/s,  as  shown  in  Fig.  1.  Also  shown 
in  Fig.  1  is  a  transition-state  theory  fit  which  yields  a  value 
for  E0,  the  barrier  height  at  0  K,  equal  to  3.0±0.3  kcal/molc. 
With  this  value  and  the  known  heats  of  formation  of  CM  and  M,  we 
obtain  an  independent  value  for  the  heat  of  formation  of  CM2 , 
AMfo(CH2)  =  92.610.6  kcal/mole. 


"NRC/NRL  Postdoctoral  Research  Associate 
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The  principle  of  microscopic  reversibility  allows  calcnla- 
t  ion  of  k..i  i  f  k-|  and  ^eq  are  known. 

C II 2 ( X ^ H i  )  +  II  --->  CII(X*n)  +  l>2  (-1) 

The  results  are  plotted  in  Fiq.  2.  The  data  is  well  Fit  by  the 
form,  k.-j  =  (ft.7±0.6)  x  Ifl”'*®  expf -(  370i60)/T  1  cmVs.  Also  shown 
are  the  other  literature  measurements  of  the  rate  constant  for 
this  reaction.  The  broken  line  in  fiq.  2  presents  results  of  a 
transition-state  theory  calculation  for  reaction  (-1).  The 
calculation  predicts  an  upward  curvature  at  temperatures  above 
MOOD  K  and  levelinq  off  of  the  rate  constant  at  lower  tempera¬ 
tures. 
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Arrhenius  plot  for  CM  +  H2  - >  CM2  +  O  this  work, 

■Berman  and  Lin  (Ref.  1).  Solid  line  is  Arrhenius 

fit,  broken  line  is  transition-state  theory  calculation 
fit. 
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Arrhenius  plot  for  CM2  +  **  - >  CM  +  M2:  O  this  work.  ■ 

Grebe  and  ilomann  (Ref.  2),  A  flohland  and  Temps  (Ref. 

)),♦  Lohr  and  Rotli  (Ref.  A).  Solid  line  is  Arrhenius  fit 
broken  line  is  transition-state  theory  calculation  fit. 
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A  Direct  Study  of  the  Reaction 
CH2  (X  3I3j)  +  in  the  Temperature 

Range  29G  K!T  t  72G  K 

T.  Bflhland.  F.  Temps 

Max-Planck-Inslltut  filr  Strflmungsforschung,  Bunsenstrafie  10, 
D  -  3400  Gottingen,  Wesl-Germany 


1,  Introduction:  The  reactions  of  methylene-radicals  (ClI^)  with  unsaturated  hydro¬ 
carbons  proceed  via  electrophilic  addition  to  the  7T  -bond  system  of  the  alkene.  The 

low-lying  singlet  first  excited  state  (  CM  )  lias  been  found  to  add  stercospecifically  to 

^  3 

C=C  double  bonds. whereas  reactions  of  the  triplet  electronic  ground  state  (  Cli  )  are 

3  ^ 

non-stereospecific.  Direct  investigations  of  reactions  between  CII2-radicals  and  alke- 

nes  have  not  yet  been  carried  out.  In  two  recent  publications  we  have  reported  on  the 

3  12) 

kinetics  of  CH.-radicals  and  selected  saturated  hydrocarbons  '  data  for  the  reac- 

3  * 

tion  of  CH  with  acetylene  will  be  reported  elsewhere.  The  present  results  are 
published  in  .  The  reaction 

3C1I2  +  C2H(  — *  products  (1) 

was  Investigated  in  the  gasphase  at  temperatures  between  29G  K!T!  728  K  using  a 

5) 

far-infrared  Laser  Magnetic  Resonance  (LMR)-spectrometer  '  for  direct  detection  of 

*3 

CII„.  The  reaction  mechanism  was  studied  by  observing  the  pressure  dependence  of 
‘  3 

the  rate  constant  and  by  studying  the  isotope  labelled  reaction  of  CD2  wilh  Cjlf^ . 

2.  Experimental:  Reaction  (1)  was  investigated  in  an  electrically  thermostated  pyrex  flow 
reactor  of  1  m  length  and  4  cm  l.d,  equipped  with  ft  moveable  probe.  Helium  served  as 
the  main  carrier  gas.  The  temperature  was  measured  directly  within  the  gas  stream 
using  a  calibrated  thermocouple.  All  gases  were  of  highest  commercially  available 
purities,  ketene  (CH2CO,  CD2CO;  =  99  %  purity)  was  prepared  by  pyrolysis  of  acetone. 

Radicals  were  generated  either  in  the  moveable  probe  using  a  chemical  source  or  pho- 

3  3 

tolytically  In  a  cell  attached  to  the  upper  end  of  the  flow  tube,  CII2  (  CD,,)  was  de- 


tected  with  the  far-infrared  LMR-apectromeler  at  X  1  157,9  pm  (103,  5  pm)  and  IiQ  = 
0,323  Tesla  (0, GOG  Tesla),  both  with  7T -polarisation. 

3.  Results:  The  rate  constant  k^  was  determined  under  pseudo-first  order  conditions 
by  following  the  [CH^I-decay  along  the  reaction  distance  In  the  presence  of  a  large 
excess  of  The  first  CH^-source  was  the  reaction  O  +  CII^CO  — ►  CIf2  +  CO,,. 

Q-atoms  in  He  were  admixed  to  a  large  excess  of  CH.CO  within  the  probe,  where  CH„- 

'  *  -13  3  * 

radicals  are  generated  at  low  concentrations,  1.  e.  (CII,,)  i  2-  10  mol/cm  .  The  se¬ 
cond  source  was  the  photodlssoclatlon  of  CH^CO  with  an  exciplcx  laser  at  X  =  193  nm. 

At  Inert  gas  pressures  around  1  mbar  CH^- radicals  formed  in  excited  states  are 

rapidly  quenched  to  the  ground  state.  At  laser  pulse  energies  of  100  mJ  and  (C1I  COj 
-10  3  3  -13  3  2o 

•  10  mol/cm  around  [  CH2)o»s  10  mol/cm  was  produced. 

In  the  absence  of  C,,H^  the  reactions  of  Cll2  with  the  wall  and,  at  higher  temperatures, 
also  with  CH„CO  can  be  described  by  an  "effective  wall  rate  constant"  which  could  be 

*  3 

measured  directly,  A  second  minor  CH,,  depletion  channel  arises  due  to  partial  ther¬ 
mal  equilibration  between  the  two  spin  states  of  CH,  followed  by  the  very  fast  reac- 
j  4  I 

tlon  of  CH2  with  C2H4<  Using  the  rate  constants  for  collisional  deactivation  of  CIl2 

t°  3CI1,,  and  ^or  ils  reactl°n  with  CgH^,  w'>Jch  was  measured  separately,  small  correc¬ 
tions  (<  30  %)  were  applied  for  each  experiment. 

The  rate  constant  for  the  direct  triplet  reaction  is  described  by  the  Arrhenius  expres¬ 
sion 

kL  =  10<l2,50i0-10)  exp((-22.1  +  1.0)  kJ  mor1/HT)cm3/mol8. 

No  pressure  dependency  of  the  rate  constant  was  found -In  a  series  of  experiments  at 
T  =■  535  K  over  a  pressure-range  of  0,48  mbar  *  p  4  7,52  mbar. 

A  complementary  study  was  performed  of  the  isotopically  labelled  reaction 

other  products 

““2  ’  ”2‘*-i  '  k  ^3  “4^2  - _ 

■S/2  C»2  +  C»2CD2 

The  experiment  lead  to  an  upper  limit  for  the  channel  distribution  of  k  a/kx  <  0.04. 
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<1.  Discussion:  In  previous  studies  of  reaction  (1)  only  upper  limits  for  the  room  tem¬ 


perature  rate  constant  had  been  established.  Laufer  and  Bass,  and  Frey  et  at.  reported 
10  8  3 

kj  -  2  •  10  and  kj  -  3  •  10  cm  /mol  s,  respectively.  Calculations  of  the  energy 

barrier  by  Dewar  et  al,  have  lead  to  E.  *  21  kJ/mol  very  close  to  the  experimental 
31  A 

value  (llefs.  In  'J.  Under  our  conditions  the  measured  rate  constant  is  independent  of 
pressure  and  corresponds  to  its  high-pressure  value.  Concerning  the  products  the  follo¬ 
wing  channels  are  possible: 


— > 

C»3  +  C2,!3 

,,0R298  S-  28kJ/mo‘ 

(la) 

— > 

»  *  C3H5 

,,0B388  ’"  59kJ/m0‘ 

(lb) 

M 

C  '  C3U0 

»°R298  =  -  389  kJ/m°l 

(lc) 

M  ) 

C1I2  *  CH  -  CII3 

»°B208  '  *  421  kJ/mo1 

(Id). 

Stabilisation  to  cyclopropane  and  propone  (Ic.  Id)  can  play  a  role  only  at  significantly 

higher  pressures  than  used  here.  For  the  direct  abstraction  reaction  (la)  an  activation 

energy  of  =  50  kJ/mol  can  be  estimated  from  the  Evans-Polanyl  correlation  in 

much  higher  than  the  experimental  value  found  here.  Fragmentation  of  chemically 

activated  cyclopropane  to  II  +  C^H,.  -  radicals  was  observed  to  be  the  major  channel 

( >  00  %)  in  the  reaction  of  II-atoms  with  cyclopropyl-radicals  at  T  *  298  K  and  p  » 

«  6) 

0,  3  mbar  ,  Hence,  channel  (lb)  Is  expected  to  be  of  major  Importance  under  the  ex¬ 
perimental  conditions  used  here. 
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Kinetics  find  Thermodynamics  of  the  Reaction, 

11  +  IIII3  -x—  tlllj  +  1<2  by  the  Flash  Pliotolysis-Shocl:  Tube  Technique. 

J.  V).  Sutherland,  and  J.  V.  Michael 

Department  of  Applied  Science 
Brookhavcn  Motional  Laboratory 
Upton,  New  York  11973 

in  a  previous  study'-  the  forward  rate  constant,  lcj(T),  for  the 
reaction, 

Hj. 

II  +  Nll3  Il2  +  NH2  (1) 

“-I 

was  measured  over  the  temperature  range  908K  -  1777K  by  the  flash 
pliotolysis-shock  tube  technique  using  atomic  resonance  absorption  to  monitor 
the  |ll].  The  Arrhenius  rate  expression  was, 

ki(T)  “  (3.02+0.30)  x  10'10  exp  (-8067+  117/T)  cm3  molecule"1  s*1. 

If  the  equilibrium  constant  for  reaction  (l),  K^(T),  were  known,  then 
the  rate  constant  for  the  reverse  process  k.j(T)  could  be  calculated. 

Unfortunately,  present  uncertainties*  in  Allfm^  lead  to  large  variations 
in  Ki<T)  and,  hence,  in  k_i(T).  The  values  of  Kj,  that  are  calculated  at 
1000K  from  the  tabulated  thermodynamic  functions3  for  II,  UII3  and  ll2  and  from 
S°  for  HII2,  range  from  0.52  to  17.8  depending  on  the  value  chosen  for 

Allf298-  These  values  have  been  discussed  recently  by  I.esclaux*.  (Table  IV 
reference  2). 

This  paper  reports  experimental  measurements  of  K^(T)  obtained  over  the 
temperature  range  900-1620K  with  the  flash  photolysls-3hock  tube  (FI’-ST) 

technique.  From  those  results,  values  for  Allftlll2  a,1<l  k-i(T)  are 
determined. 

Mixtures  of  lt2  and  IIII3  were  shock  heated  to  the  desired  temperature  and 
were  immediately  flash  photolyzed  in  the  reflected  regime  to  produce  equal 


H8 


concentrations  of  ll-atoms  and  tll^-radtcnls.  The  temperature,  density  and 
pressure  tn  the  reflected  shock  rep,  I  no  were  calculated  fron  velocity 
measurer, tents  of  the  incident  shock  wave,  Initial  conditions  and  Ideal  shock 
theory.  Corrections  for  non-ideal  shock  wave  behavior  wore  made  using  a 
method  based  on  experimentally  measured  pressures  and  the  iscntropic 
equation  of  state.  The  concentration  of  ll-atoms,  which  ranged  from 

1.0x10**  -  2.0x10*2  atoms/cc,  was  monitored  by  the  sensitive  atomic 
resonance  absorption  technique.  At  these  low  atom  and  radical 
concentrations,  depletion  of  (II]  by  atom-atom,  or  atom-radical  reactions 
can  be  neglected  during  the  time  of  the  experiment  (0.15  -  ~1.5  msec). 

Since  the  [IIII3]  and  (II2]  are  always  maintained  in  a  large  excess  the 
kinetics  of  reactions  (1)  and  (-1)  are  pseudo-first  order;  i.e.,  reaction 
(1)  simplifies  kinetlcally  to  a  first  order  relaxation  process  that  is 
described  by  the  following  expression, 


At  “  ‘  (-(ki'-Ht-i’Jt)  (2) 

where  A0  =  initial  absorbance  by  ll-atoms,  At  •»  absorbance  at  time  t,  kj'  " 

Ui  (HH3I,  k_j/  »  k_p  l H2 1  and  Ac  °  2k_i 1 A0/ (k^ *  +k_j'),  at  equilibrium. 

If  tlie  Initial  concentration  of  II2  and  HH3  in  the  reflected  regime  are  the 
equilibrium  concentrations,  there  will  be  no  net  change  in  the  ll-aton 
concentration  with  tine,  kp'  “  k.j' ,  and  =  t i*2 1  t l,l,3 3 o * 

At  any  other  initial  ratio  of  ( H2 1 / 1 MH3 ]  the  absorbance  will  either 
Increase  or  decrease  to  the  Ae  value  according  to  equation  (2).  Hence  by 
varying  thell^l/llll^]  ratio  at  a  fixed  temperature  until  no  net  change  in 
absorbance  with  time  is  observed,  Kj  can  be  simply  determined  from  tlie  known 


initial  concentrations  of  llj  and  HII3.  Too  high  a  ratio  results  in  an 
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Increase  In  At  whereas  too  low  a  ratio  results  In  a  decrease  of  At  with  time 
to  the  equilibrium  values. 

The  experimental  values  of  K^(T)  ranged  from  1.0  at  900K  to  2.2  at 
1620K.  The  results  were  analyzed  according  to  the  second  law  of 
thermodynamics  to  give  All°i  *■  3.1Ucal/mole  from  900-1600K.  The  analysis  by 
the  third  law  gave  a  value  of  All0 *»  4.  2  kcal/mole.  This  value  is 
Independent  of  temperature  in  the  range  900-1620K  within  experimental 

error.  The  results  lead  to  a  value  of  Allfj^OlUj)  of  45. 3  kcal/mole  and  a 
I)(HH2“ll)  value  of  107  kcal/mole.  The  Arrhenius  rate  expression  derived  for 
reaction  (-1)  in  the  temperature  range  900  -  1620K  is 

h.i(T)  »  5. 40x10" ^  cxp(-6496/T). 
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liEACTIOU  OF  ATOMIC  1IYDROGE11  WITH  F»HOSUDCTITUTi!D- IlALOi  jJTlUJKJS. 
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Abstract 

The  reactions  of  atomic  hydrogen  with  monocubstituted  halo- 
methanes  (X=F,Cl,Dr,  I)  and  with  some  of  the  isotopically  substi¬ 
tuted  species,  have  been  extensively  studied  oxi'crimentully/1-3/, 
many  of  these  works  being  directed  towards  the  characterization 
of  the  reactions  in  terms  of  the  Arrhenius’  kinetic  parameters. 

In  these  works,  it  is  thought  that  the  reaction  which  produces 
methyl  radical  and  the  corresponding  hydrogen  halide  is  the  prin 
cipal  one  in  the  temperature  range  300-1000  K.  The  same  conside¬ 
ration  has  been  employed  by  the  present  authors  in  rocent  theo¬ 
retical  studios  on  the  reactions  of  atomic  hydrogen  with  chloro- 
and  bromo-me thane  by  means  of  guasiclassical  trajectory  method 
/4-5/.  However,  in  the  system  considered  here,  when  only  a  sin¬ 
gle  chemical  bond  breaks,  a  total  of  four  primary  reactions 
can  occur.  Assuming  that  these  reactions  lead  to  products  in 
their  electronic  ground  states,  wo  have  the  following  reaction 
channels  : 

H(2Sg)  +  CH3JC(1A1)  - »  IIX(1Z.+)  +CH3(2A2)  (1) 

- »  H2(1Ig+)  +  ch2>:(2d1)  (2) 

- >  X(2Pu)  +  CH4 { 1  Ajl )  (3) 

- >  cii3;c(1a1)+  H(  2Sg)  (4) 

The  very  limited  experimental  information  available  on 
competitive  reactions  (2)-(4)  in  the  thermal  energy  range,  and 
the  general  belief  that  reaction (1)  is  the  principal  one  in  th£ 
so  energy  conditions,  led  us  to  study  tlie  H  +  CII-jX  system  using 
the  semiempirical  MHDO-UHF  method  in  order  to  clarify  the  rela¬ 
tive  importance  of  tlie  different  reaction  channels  at  thermal 
energies. 

Tlie  calculations  w« re  performed  using  an  improved  version 
of  liOP.-.C  ; >rogram/G/  with  standard  parameters,  it  a, years  that 
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KliDO-UlIF  method  c..n  bo  usou  to  oht.dn  saddle  ;;oint  structures 
(TS)  and  energies  tor  tho  reactions  studied (disregarding  of  re¬ 
action  (4)  whose  TS  was  not  located) ;  but  in  tho  case  )C=F, howe¬ 
ver,  it  eGei, is  that  KUDO  standard  parameters  are  not  unit, '.bio  for 
tho  ty4xs  of  reaction  a  considered. 

Once  the  TO' a  for  th.o  different  channels  wore  located,  the 
Arrhenius'  parameters  wore  determined  within  the  framework. 
Duo  to  tlia  scarcity  and  dispersion  of  published  experimental  da 
ta  on  Ea  and  A,  the  chocking  of  our  calculated  results  has  been 
seriously  curtailed.  This  o:o>ori mental  information  io  only  aval 
lable  on  reaction  (1)  /1-3/,  and  evan  for  this  one,  iodine  data 
arc  lacking. 

For  reaction (1) ,  1 II DO  predicts  activ  .tion  energies  that  are 
underestimated  and  frequency  factors!  overestimated,  but  their 
relative  values  are  in  reasonable  a<jr..oi,.en t  with  experimental 
ones.  Koruovor,  this  method  predicts  that  at  thermal  energies 
only  abstraction  reactions  (  (1)  and  (2)  )  aro  import,  nt,  with 
reaction  (1)  predominating; the  substitution  reactions  (  (3)  and 
(4)  )  becoming  important,  probably,  at  much  higher  energies, in 
good  accord  with  the  general  belief  of  experimentalists. 
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EXPERIMENT  Al  DETERMINATION  Of  HIE  ENERGY  DISTRIBUTION  IN  PliO- 
TODECOHPCS1T JON.  D1AZ1RJNCS  AND  Dl AZOCOMPOUNC S . 


M.J.  Avila,  Dept.2  Quim.  Inorganics,  Facultad  de  Ciencias,  Uni- 
versidad  a  Distancia,  Ciudad  Universitaria,  28040  Madrid. 

J .  M .  F i quera ,  J.  Medina  and  J.C.  Rodriguez,  Int2  de  Quimica  Fi, 
sica  "Rocasolano" ,  CSIC,  Serrano  119,  28006  Madrid,  Spain. 

The  initial  aim  of  the  present  work  was  to  study  the 
partitioning  of  energy  between  the  fragments  produced  by  photo 
disociation  of  complex  molecules.  We  selected  for  this  study 
a  group  of  diazirines  and  diazocompounds  whose  experimental 
photolysis  has  been  reported.  We  planned  to  use  the  recently 
developped  "exact"  deconvolution  method  (1,2,3)  in  order  to  de 
termine  the  energy  distribution  on  the  hydrocarbon  fragment. 

As  the  initial  energy  "pumped"  into  the  system  can  be  known 
we  expected  that  some  conclusions  about  the  energy  partition 
could  be  obtained. 

Preliminary  calculations  showed  an  apparent  "loss"  of 
activated  molecules.  Therefore,  we  decided  to  investigate  theo 
retically  this  problem  before  going  on  with  the  initial  proyect. 
We  hove  studied  two  cases.  The  first  was  .the  production  of 
deactivated  molecules  by  parallel  reaction  mechanism.  Wall  and 
manipulation  induced  decomposition  may  be  very  severe  in  high 
ly  unstable  systems  as  those  investigated  here.  The  second 
was  the  extension  of  the  energy  distribution  below  Eq,  the 
minimum  energy  required  for  an  excited  molecule  to  react.  The 
two  causes  origin  slightly  different  effects.  In  the  first 


case  only  the  area  under  the  normalized  energy  distribution 
function  was  changed  while  in  the  second  case,  both  the  area 
and  the  profile  of  the  curve  were  altered.  With  this  informa¬ 
tion  in  mind  we  proceed  to  deconvolute  the  experimental  resul¬ 
ts  and  obtain  the  hydrocarbon  fragment  energy  distributions 
for  the  following  photodecompositions:  diazoethane  (250  nm 
and  4 36  nm)  (4),  diazopropane  (436  nm)  (5),  methyldiazirine 
(313  nm)  (6)  and  dimethyldiazirine  (313  nm)  (7).  The  recently 
reported  results  of  3,3'  chloromethyl di azi rine  at  416,  365 
and  337  nm  have  also  been  included  (3). 

Analyses  of  the  experimentally  obtained  energy  distri¬ 
bution  functions  have  shown  that  no  statistical  distribution 
(  8,9  )  alone  can  explain  the  origin  of  the  distributions  ob 
tained.  Using  purely  impulsive  models  we  have  arrived  to  sinn 
1'r  conclusions. 

Finally  we  have  developped  another  model  based  on  the 
individuality  of  the  phase  spaceof  each  fragment  at  the  Lime  of 
fragment  separation  or  inmediately  afLer.  We  consider  that  the 
molecule  enters  the  volume  of  phase  space  corresponding  to  the 
transition  state;  then,  fragmentation  occurs  and  two  phase  spa 
ces  corresponding  one  to  the  hydrocarbon  fragment  and  the 
other  to  the  rest  molecule  (transition  modes,  and  nitrogen) 
are  formed,  but  they  are  still  able  to  interact  and  transfer 
energy  statistically  to  and  fro. 

The  model  seems  to  be  able  to  give  a  reasonable  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  photodecomposition  results. 
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A  STUDY  OP  ENERGY  TRANSFER  PROCESSES  AT  THE  COLLISION  OF  A  POLY¬ 
ATOMIC  MOLECULE  WITH  All  INERT  GAS  ATOM  BY  THE  METHOD  OF  CLASSICAL 

TRAJECTORIES 

Vedeneev  V.I.,  Goldenbarg  M.Ya. ,  Levitsky  A. A., 

Poiak  L.S.,  Umanaky  S.Ya. 


A  technique  baaed  on  the  method  of  classical  trajectories  has 
been  developed  for  studying  the  energy  transfer  processes  taking 
place  at  the  collision  of  highly  excited  tetrahedral  molecules  of  the 
methane  type  with  the  atoms  of  an  inert  gas. 

Detailed  characteristics  were  calculated  for  the  energy  transfer 
processes t  the  mean  squares  of  the  total  internal  vibrational  and  ro- 
tational  energy*,  as  well  as  the  correlator  of  the  variation  of  rota¬ 
tional  and  vibrational  energies, 

The so  values  were  calculated  for  different  models  of  tetrahedral 
molecules  and  collision  partners.  The  influence  exerted  on  the  energy 
transfer  processes  by  the  symmetry  of  molecules,  the  presence  of  low- 


-frequency  internal  degrees  of  freedom  and  the  weight  ratio  of  mole¬ 
cules  and  the  inert  gas  atom  was  investigated. 

to  be 

The  V-R  exchange  is  shownYtha  most  effective  energy  exchange 

process  in  the  case  under  consideration,  its  effectiveness  increasing 

in  the  presence  of  low-frequency  vibrations, characteristic,  e.g.,  for 
hihJererf 

Iwparin*  rotations.  With  an  increase  in  inert  gas  weight, direct  V-T 
exchange  becomes  effective,  which  is  associated  with  the  kinematic 
condition  of  the- -conservation  of  the  system's  total  angular  moment. 

It  has  been  established  that  in  the  systems  in  question  intensive 

V~~  R 

teaSBKiffitigsai  energy  exchange  can  be  observed  at  a  relatively  low 
variation  of  the  total  energy  of  the  molecule,  which  substantially  : 


modifies  tho  consideration  of  energy  relaxation  and  molecular  disso¬ 
ciation  proceseoa  in  diffusive  approximation. 


TRANSITION-STATE  THEORY  CALCULATIONS  FOR 


REACTIONS  OF  OH  WITH  11AL0ALKANES.  II.  HALOETI1ANES 


N.  Cohen 

Aerophysics  Laboratory 
The  Aerospace  Corporation 
P.  0.  Box  92957 
Los  Angeles  CA  90009 
U.  S.  A. 

ABSTRACT 


A  method  previously  used  for  extrapolating  rate  coefficients  for 
reactions  of  OH  radicals  with  hnloraethanes  is  extended  to  reactions  of  OH  with 
eighteen  halogen-substituted  ethanes.  The  model  for  the  activated  complex  is 
the  same  for  all  the  reactions  except  for  two  difference  between  the  a- 
hydrogen  and  the  6-hydrogen  atom  abstractions:  (1)  In  the  forme-  case,  there 
are  two  new  low-frequency  bends  in  the  activated  complex,  while  in  the  latter 
there  is  only  one.  (2)  There  is  a  much  larger  increase  in  entropy  due  to 
internal  rotations  in  the  6-hydrogen  abstractions.  In  both  models  the 
internal  rotations  are  assumed  to  be  free.  These  two  models  for  activated 
complexes,  when  combined  with  experimental  data  at  298  K,  give  good 
temperature  extrapolations  for  the  rate  coefficients  for  the  12  different 
reactions  for  which  data  at  higher  temperatures  exist.  For  all  the  a-hydrogen 
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abstraction  reactions  (Including  the  halomethanee  of  Part  1),  AS*(298)  could 
be  fitted,  with  a  maximum  error  of  1.4  cal  mol  ^  K  *  (entropy  units,  or  eu) 
and  an  average  error  of  0.3  eu,  by  AS*(298)  “  -2.2  In  M  -  18.0  +  R  In  njj, 
where  M  »  molecular  weight  of  the  haloalkane  and  «•  Che  number  of  a-hydrogen 
atoms.  The  activation  energy  at  300  K,  E(298),  can  be  fitted,  with  an  average 
error  of  0.3  kcal/mol  and  a  maximum  error  of  1.0  kcal/mol,  by 

E(298)/R  »  2100  -  85np  -  515nc^  -  950nC||^  -  600nC|j^}{  -  6S0nCnX^  -  250ncx^, 
where  the  n^.  Indicate  the  number  of  H  atoms  on  CH^  replaced  with  the  indicated 
substituents,  and  X  is  either  Cl  or  F.  These  two  relations  for  AS  (298)  and 
E(298)  have  been  used  to  generate  a  “universal"  rate  coefficient  expression 
that  depends  only  on  the  molecular  weight  and  the  number  of  abstraccabie  H 
atoms  in  the  reagent  haloalkane: 

k(T)  »  106,53  M~J  T1*5  exp-(E(298)/R  -  450J/T 
where  E(298)/R  is  given  by  the  preceding  equation.  This  expression  in  most 
cases  predicts  rate  coefficients  within  a  factor  of  3  of  the  experimental  data 
and  offers  promise  as  a  predictive  tool  when  no  reliable  data  are  available. 


Theoretical  Studies  of  Hydrogen  Atom  Addition  to  Carbon  Monoxide 
and  the  Thermal  Dissociation  of  the  Formyl  Radical 

A.  F.  Wagner  and  L.  B.  Harding 
Argonne  National  Laboratory 
Argonne,  IL  60439 
USA 

A  global  ab  initio  potential  energy  surface  has  recently  been  calculated  for 
HCO  including  both  the  H+CO  asymptote  and  the  high  energy  isomer  COH.  This 
calculated  surface  is  used  in  an  RRKM  study  of  both  the  addition  reaction 
H+CO  and  the  HCO  thermal  dissociation  as  a  function  of  temperature  and 
pressure  for  buffer  rare  gases.  The  calculation  incorporates, tunneling 
through  an  Eckhart  formalism  and  explores  the  effect  of  semi-empirical 
corrections  to  the  ab  initio  surface.  Comparison  is  made  with  the  few  low 
pressure  addition  rate  constant  measurements  and  with  the  many  indirect 
measurements  of  the  thermal  dissociation  rate  constant. 
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RESONANT  ELECTRONIC  EXCITATION  IN  ELECTRON^  COLLISION 

*  »*  * 

D.  Telllet-Billu  .  L.  Nalegat  et  J.P.  Gauyacq 

L.C.A.N.,  B6t.  351,  University  Paris-Sud,  91405  ORSAY  Cedes, France 

** 

ER  261,  Observatoire  de  Paris,  92195  NEVDON,  France 


Scattering  via  the  0,  (  II  )  shape  resonance  is  well  known  to  dominate 
*  8  a 

the  vibrational  excitation  process  of  the  ground  state  of  0_{X  E  ' 


3r" 


.  However, 

1  1  *  *■  * 
a  A  and  b  E  ,are  associated  to 
g  g 


three  different  electronic  states,  X  JE 

tf  2  ® 

the  ground  configuration  of  0,(»  »  ),  and  can  be  considered  as  parents  of 
«  I)  a  2  2ug  2 

the  0_(x  xJ)  n  resonance.  As  a  consequence,  the  resonant  n  scattering  is 
2.  u  g  g  g 


g  g 

contributing  directly  to  the  electronic  excitation 
e-  .  02  X  h'  - 


o"  (x4  x3)  2n 

2  '  u  g'  g 


♦  0, 


♦  0. 


,  <1  2. 

(x  X  ) 

u  g' 

*§>  a 
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f  g 
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through  the  ejection  of  a  x  electron,  and  also  to  the  electronic  excitation 
a  a  g 

of  the  02(  xjj  xg  )  excited  states  through  the  ejection  of  a  x^  electron. 


_  2 

However  the  02  (  Ilg)  resonance  is  located  at  a  rather  low  energy 
(s:100meV)  whereas  the  excitation  cross  section  have  their  maximum  around  7 
eV  j  the  resonant  contribution  thus  comes  from  the  far  wings  of  the 
resonance.  The  proposed  theoretical  description  is  based  on  the  extension  of 
the  effective  range  approximation  -ERT-(3)  that  can  handle  this  multichannel 
resonant  process  far  from  the  resonance  position,  associated  with  an  ab 
initio  calculation  of  the  0 ^  system.  In  the  ERT  approximation,  the  space 

for  the  electron  is  separated  in  two  regions  :  in  the  internal  region  r<r  , 

-  2  c 
the  system  is  described  by  the  0 ^  (  Hg)  resonance  wave  function,  in  the 

external  region  r>rc  ,  the  system  is  described  as  a  superposition  of  channel 

wave  functions  (e  +O2).  In  this  region,  the  outer  electron  is  assumed  to 

interact  with  the  molecule  via  the  local  potential  V^^frH  Vj-^fr))  °f  the 

first  adiabatic  angular  mode  (*))  of  the  VC?)  potential  experienced  by  a 

xg(xu)  electron  of  the  Oj  (  Ilg)system,  The  ERT  method  then  reduces  to  the 
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natching  of  the  inner  end  outer  region  wave  functions  at  the  border  r=rc  . 

_  a  a  2 

The  0^  (*u  »g)  II  resonance  width  is  calculated  through  the  Siegert 

definition  of  a  resonance  -pure  outgoing  wave  condition  in  all  channels-, 

taking  into  account  all  the  electronic  channels  coming. from  the  detachement 

of  a  *  and  *■  electron.  It  appears  that  the  width  follows,  over  an  extended 
8  u  2  S 

energy  range,  a  E  energy  law  corresponding  to  a  dir  Wigner  threshold  law. 

The  absolute  value  of  the  width  is  i.n  very  good  agreement  with  the  value  (2) 

that  fit  the  vibrational  excitation  cross  sections  of  0^  (X  )  (1).  The 

theoretical  resonant  electronic  excitation  cross  sections  are  presented  in 

fig. 2,  together  with  previous  experimental  (1,5.6. )  and  theoretical  (7) 

2 

results.  The  ft  resonant  contribution  dominates  the  electronic  excitation 

1  8  i  ♦ 

to  the  a  Ag  and  b  states,  since  our  results  are  typically  lying  Inside 
the  experimental  error  bars.  It  is  worthnoting  that  this  resonance,  located 
below  the  excitation  threshold,  dominates  the  excitation  process  over  a 
large  energy  range  (3-15  eV) .  This  resonant  approach  results  are  also 
consistent  with  the  R-matrix  results  of  Noble  and  Burke  (7)  that  include  the 
non-resonant  contribution  to  the  processes. 
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VAN  DER  WAALS,  CHARGE  TRANSFER  AND -"MIXED"  STATES  OF  MOLECULAR 
COMPLEXES 'FORMED  IN  SUPERSONIC  JETS. 

M.  CASTELLA*,  A.  TRAMER**,  and  F.  PIUZZI*. 

*  Commissariat  3  1'Energie  Atomique,  IRDI/DESICP, 

Dfipartement  de  Physico-Chimie,  CEN/Saclay 
91191  Gif-sur-Yvette  Cedex,  France. 

++  Laboratoire  de  Photophysique  MolSculaire, 

University  Paris-Sud, 

91405  Orsay  Cedex,  France. 

The  spectroscopic  and  dynamic  properties  of  molecular  complexes  invol 
Ving  a  large  aromatic  hydrocarbon  (perylene,  anthracene),  acting  as  an 
electron  acceptor,  and  different  large  size  molecules,  acting  as  electron 
donnors,  with  decreasing  ionization  potentials  (dimethylaniline-DMA, monome 
thylaniline-MA-,  aniline,  anisole  and  phenol),  have  been  studied  by  the 
supersonic  jet  technique. 

The  analysis  of  the  electronic  (excitation  and  fluorescence)  spectra 
and  of  the  lifetimes  allows  us  to  explain  the  different  systems  behaviours 
by  the  relative  position  of  the  molecular  excited  Van  der  Waals  state  and 
of  the  charge  transfer  state.  Then,  we  can  distinguish  schematically  three 
complexes  classes  •: 

a)  the  perylene-phenol  and  perylene-anisole  complexes  :  they  behave 
as  typical  Van  der  Waals  complexes.  In  this  case,  the  molecular  excited 
state,  having  an  energy  lower  than  the  charge  transfer  state,  gives  rise 
to  a  perylenic  type  emission. 

b)  the  perylene-DMA  complex  :  for  this  system,  the  position  of  both 
states  is  inversed  :  the  lower  ionic  state  is  responsible  for  the  exciple- 
xic  type  emission.  The  anthracene-aniline  complex  also  belongs  to  this 
category. 

c)  the  perylene-aniline  and  perylene-MA  complexes  :  they  present  an 
intermediary  behaviour  between  the  precedent  complexes  ones,  mainly  charac 
terized  by  an  emission  which  is  neither  resonnant,  nor  exciplexic  but  ra¬ 
ther  "quasi-exciplexic".  The  molecular  excited  and  charge  transfer  states 
are  close,  and  this  strong  coupling  results  in  a  "mixed"  state  shifted  to 
smaller  intermolecular  distance  values,  with  a  potential  energy  well 
shallow  and  strongly  anharmonic. 
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The  lifetimes  measurements  are  in  agreement  with  this  Interpretation. 

For  the  perylene-anisole  and  phenol  systems,  the  fluorescence  lifetimes, 
characteristic  of  the  excited  molecular  state,  is  the  same  as  the  bare 
molecule  one  (^  11  ns).  It  is  much  larger  for  the  fluorescence  issued 
from  the  charge  transfer  state  of  the  perylene-DHA  complex  (^  94  ns) 

(large  fluorescence  lifetimes  characterize  emission  from  pure  charge 
transfer  states) . Perylene-ani line  and  -MA  systems  present  intermediary 
values  (respectively  %  16  and  ^  50  ns). 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  observed  for  some  of  the  complexes  (an- 
thracene-DMA  and  perylene-MA)  the  existence  of  Isomers  with  drastically 
different  spectral  properties.  In  fact,  the  main  features  can  be  explained 
by  the  simultaneous  presence  of  two  isomeric  complexes  of  tha  a  and  b  clas¬ 
ses,  separated  by  a  potential  energy  barrier. 

To  verify  the  precedent  hypothesis,  we  have  performed  theoretical  cal¬ 
culations  giving  the  binding  energy  between  the  complex  acceptor  and  donnor 
molecules  in  different  states.  Theses  calculations  are  based  upon  an  exchange 
perturbatlonned  treatment,  allowing  to  express  the  interaction  energy  as  the 
sum  of  four  components  :  electrostatic,  polarization,  dispersion  and  repul¬ 
sion  energies.  Every  term  itself  Is  the  sum  of  interactions  between  small 
sub-units  of  the  complex.  For  the  perylene-DHA  and  -aniline  complexes  ground 
states,  the  results  show  that  these  systems  are  mainly  maintained  by  the 
dispersion  forces.  The  interaction  energies  obtained  are  large  (about  2000 
cm-1)  :  they  support  the  experimental  observations,  especially  the  lack  of 
predissociation  in  the  perylene-DMA  case.  The  more  stable  configurations 
have  been  determined  :  the  donnor  prefer  positions  parallel  to  the  longitu¬ 
dinal  and  transversal  axes,  as  well  as  the  central  ring  of  the  perylenic 
molecule.  The  calculations  about  the  molecular  excited  Van  der  Waals  and 
charge  transfer  states  are  in  progress.  The  major  difficulty  comes  from  the 
refinement  of  the  dispersive  term  for  the  molecular  state,  which  has  never 
been  performed  up  to  now. 
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ELECTRONIC  STRUCTURE  OH  MERCURY-ARGON  COMPLEXES 

O.  BENOIST  d'A2Y,  W.  H.  BRECKENRIDGE, 

M.C.  LIUVAL,  C.  JOUVET  and  B.  SOEP. 
Laboratolre  de  Photophysique  Moldcufalre 
Bailment  213  -  University  de  Parls-Sud 
9140S  -  Orsay  Cedex  Hrance 


The  Ilg-Ar  complex  formed  In  a  supersonic  expansion  has  been  studied  by 
laser  double  resonance  and  emission  spectroscopy  It  can  be  shown  as  a  prototype  for 
the  study  of  electronically  excited  diatomic  van  der  Waals  complexes. 

The  emission  from  the  upper  llg  (73S-|)  -  Ar  stales  to  the  metastable 
~a,  ~b,  ~c,  ~d  states  of  Hg-Ar  correlated- with  Hg  (63Pq)  and  Hg  (63P2>  provides  a 
wealth  of  Informations  on  their  spectroscopic  constants  and  potentials,  difficult  to 
obtain  experimentally  by  other  methods,  as  those  states  are  not  optically  accessible 
from  the  ground  stale.  A  simple  model  has  been  developped  which  allows  the 
description  of  the  relevant  potentials  by  electrostatic  Interactions  between  the  argon 
In  the  ground  slate  and  the  excited  63P  mercury,  where  the  average  orientation  of 
the  6p  mercury  orbitals  with  respect  to  the  complex  Internuclear  axis,  accounts  for 
the  binding. 

In  addition  the  observation  of  other  electronic  states,  such  as  the  Rydberg 
Hg  (733i)  states,  offers  even  more  Insight  In  the  electrostatic  binding  nature  of  the 
complex.  The  argon  atom  can  either  be  nested  In  the  last  node  of  the  7s  orbital  and 
closely  resembles  to  the  Hg-Ar+  Ion  or,  outside  the  7s  cloud  forms  a  van  der  Waals 
molecule  very  lightly  bound. 


Reactions  of  Metastable  Rare  Gas  Atoms  with  N2Oj 
Chemiluminescence  of  RgO*}  Rg  =  Xe,  Kr,  Ar. 
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Agtist  Kvaran  and  AuBunn  LOBviksson, 

Science  Institute,  University  of  Iceland, 

Dunhaga  3,  107  Reykjavik,  Iceland. 

and 

William  S.  Hartree  and  John  P.  Simons, 

Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Nottingham, 
Nottingham  NG7  2RD,  England. 


Chemiluminescence  spectra  of  rare  gas  oxides  due  to 
reactions  of  metastable  Xe,  Kr  and  Ar  with  N20  have  been 
recorded  in  the  UV/VUV  region  using  a  discharge  flow 
system.  Spectra  due  to  electronic  transitions  from  bound 
excited  ionic  states  to  repulsive  ground  states*  (X3TT )  were 
identified  for  XeO  peaking  at  235  nm  (see  fig.  1),  KrO  at 
180  nm  and  ArO  at  150  nm.  The  ArO  spectrum  is  overlapped 
with  nitrogen  emission  spectrum.  An  absence  of  fine 
structure  in  the  tail  of  the  XeO  and  KrO  spectra  suggests 
that  the  excited  states  are  formed  with  low  vibrational 
excitation,  but  significant  rotational  excitation2'3.  Broad 
continua,  due  to  transitions  to  A3Z  states  have  also  been 
found  for  XeO  and  KrO  on  the  long  wavelength  side  of  the 
peak  spectra.  Analyses  of  the  XeO  (235  nm)  and  KrO  (180  nm) 
spectra  were  carried  out  in  order  to  determine  vibrational 
energy  disposals.  Spectra  were  analysed  by  systematic 
simulations2  and  by  the  inversion  technique4,  using 
calculated  vibrational  contributions  assuming  fixed 
rotational  energy2.  Ground  state  potential  curves 
calculated  by  S.R.  Langhoff3  were  used,  while  upper  state 
potential  curves  were  varied  as  Rittner  potentials. 
Transition  moment  functions,  decreasing  with  increasing 
internuclear  distance,  were  used.  The  analyses  led  to 
evaluation  of  spectroscopic  parameters  for  the  excited 
states: 
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Wg/cnr1  re/&  Te/cm-1 

XcO  360^20  2.59^0.04  45920l'350 

KrO  365125  2.43lo.05  596001400 

-as  well  as  vibrational  population  distributions.  Boltzmann 
distribution  functions,  valid  up  to  maximum  vibrational 
levels,  determined  by  the  energetics  of  Rg(3P2)/N20;  Rg  = 
Xe,  Kr  for  T  =  3000^1000  K  (XeO)  and  T  =  3500^1500  K  (KrO) 
gave  best  fits  in  the  simulation  calculations  (fig.  1). 
Vibrational  distributions  determined  as  histogram 
representations  by  inversion  showed  fair  agreement  (fig.  2). 
Analogous  to  the  rare  gas  halide  formation  reactions,  RgO* 
formation  follows  electron  transfer  from  Rg*  to  N20.  N20  is 

an  efficient  electron  scavenger  and  N20“  is  believed  to  be 
quite  stable6  (D(N2-0“)  =  0.43  eV7).  The  reactions  with  Rg* 
therefore  may  proceed  via  long  lived  complexes.  'Die 
vibrational  distributions  obtained  are  consistent  with  such 
a  mechanism.  That  would  contrast  with  findings  for  BaO 
formation  reaction  from  Ba  +  N20,  which  occurs  by  direct 
reaction8. 

1.  M.F.  Golde  and  B.A.  Thrush,  Chem.  Phys.  Lett.,  22,  486, 
(1974) . 

2.  M.F.  Golde  and  A.  Kvaran,  J.  Chem.  Phys.,  a)  22,  434, 
(1980).,  b)  22,  442,  (1980). 

3.  a)  J.H.  Kolts,  J.E.  Velasco  and  D.W.  Setser,  J.  Chem. 
Phys.,  21f  1247,  (’79),  b)  K.  Tamgake,  J.H.  Kolts  and  D.W. 
Setser,  J.  Chem.  Phys.,  21,  1264,  (’79). 

4.  K.  Johnson,  A.  Kvaran,  J.P.  Simons,  Mol.  Phys.,  ££,  981, 
(1983) . 

5.  S.R.  Langhoff,  J.  Chem.  Phys.,  22,  2379,  (’80). 

6.  H.  Shimamori  and  R.W.  Fessenden,  J.  Chem.  Phys.,  a)  ££, 
2757,  (*78),  b)  £2,  4732,  (*78),  c)  22,  1137,  C79) 

7.  D.G.  Hopper,  A.C.  Wahl,  R.L.C.  Wu  and  T.O.  Tiernan,  J. 
Chem.  Phys.,  ££,  5474,  C76). 

8.  T.P.  Parr,  A.  Freedman,  R.  Behrens  and  R.R.  Herm,  J. 
Chem.  Phys.,  £2,  2181,  ('77). 
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A  LIFETIME  STUDY  ON  THE  SECOND  MAXIMUM  OF  PREDISSOCIATION  OF 
THE  IODINE  B 3 11(0*)  STATE. 

by  F.Castaiio,  E. Martinez  and  M.T. Martinez 

Departamento  de  Qulmica  Flsica.  Facultad  de  Ciencias. 
Universidad  del  Pals  Vasco.  Apartado  644.  Bilbao.  SPAIN. 


The  natural  and  magnetic  predissociation  of  the  io¬ 
dine  B3It(0*)  state  have  been  studied  extensively  in  the  last 
few  years  (1-5) .  The  nature  of  the  spontaneous  predissociation 
has  been  attributed  to  the  rotational  and  hyperfine  coupling 

.  a. 

between  the  B 3 II  (0u>  state  and  the  1 n  ( lu>  repulsive  state.  Leh¬ 
mann  et  al.  (6)  showed  that  the  decay  rate  for  a  given  hyper¬ 
fine  sublevel  can  be  given  by  r=I'ra<j+rCol+riJF'  where  rrad  and 
rcol  stand  for  the  radiative  and  collisional  decay  rates,  and 
riJp  takes  into  account  the  gyroscopic  and  hyperfine  predisso¬ 
ciation  rates  plus  an  interaction  term, 

rUF  =  +  av,J*£(I*J>  “  av,J*Cv,J-9(I-J> 

where  the  explicit  forms  of  the  functions  f  and  £  are  given  in 
reference  6a. 

No  precise  information  of  the  predissociation  pararne 
ters  C*  and  a3  is  available  for  levels  near  the  second  maximum 
of  predissociation,  i.e.  v'=24-25.  The  aim  of  the  present  work 
is  to  get  the  values  of  the  coefficients  C*  and  a*  for  gyrosco 
pic  and  hyperfine  interactions,  from  fluorescence  decay  rate 
measurements  of  these  levels. 
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Fluorescence  decay  lifetimes  for  specific  rovibratio 
nal  levels  of  the  I2  BsJI(0*)  state,  have  been  obtained  by  time- 
-resolved  laser  induced  fluorescence.  Laser  excitation  spectra 
|  of  the  I2  B-X  system  were  obtained  between  545  and  555  nm  by 

using  a  pulsed  (^15ns-FWHM)  Quantel  dye  laser.  In  this  wave- 
,  length  region,  sections  of  the  relatively  intense  24-0,  25-0, 

|  26-0,  26-1  and  27-1  bands  were  observed, 

i 

Lifetime  measurements  were  usually  made  at  30  mTorr 
of  iodine,  and  collision  free  lifetimes  were  obtained  by  extra 
polacion  to  zero  iodine  pressure,  using  a  collision  cross-sec¬ 
tion  of  65  A2 (7),  which  is  coincident  with  our  value  of 
65.810.4  A2  obtaine  for  the  level  (24,40).  Table  1  shows  the 
collision  free  lifetimes  obtained  for  selected  (24, J’)  and 
(25, J’)  levels  of  the  iodine  B  state. 


Table  1- 

Collision 

free  . 

lifetimes 

for  (v‘ , 

J’)  levels 

;  of 

I2 

(1 

EXCITED 

LEVEL 

EXCITED 

LEVEL 

V1 

J' 

To 

(ns) 

v’ 

J' 

To 

(ns) 

24 

38 

745 

± 

21 

24 

73 

682 

+ 

17 

24 

40 

785 

± 

22 

24 

94 

638 

+ 

18 

1  24 

46 

796 

+ 

50 

24 

102 

662 

± 

37 

!  24 

50 

800 

± 

37 

:  24 

1 

55 

844 

+ 

20 

25 

0-5 

745 

± 

25 

•  24 

| 

56 

740 

+ 

30 

25 

30 

745 

± 

21 

1  24 

60 

754 

4 

32 

25 

88 

625 

± 

15 

1 

62 

756 

± 

18 

25 

95  * 

653 

± 

27 

i  24 

67 

772 

+ 

30 

25 

106 

625 

± 

11 

1 
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The  predissociation  parameters  and  a2  have  been 
obtained  from  the  time  evolution  of  the  fluorescence  intensity 
for  specific  rovibrational  levels.  See  table  2.  Assuming  the 
Franck-Condon  approximation,  a2  and  C2  should  be  proportional 
to  the  same  Franck-Condon  Densities  (FCD)  between  the  BJII(0*) 
and  lJl(l  )  states,  times  the  corresponding  electronic  matrix 
elements  involved.  However  such  a  dependence  for  is  not 
observed  for  levels  near  the  second  maximum  of  predissociation 
(8). 

Table  2-  Best  fitted  predissociation  parameters  and  a2 


V' 

rrad 

Cv 

a2 

V 

(106s-1 ) 

(s->) 

(103s~l) 

24 

0.61 

67±  7 

95110 

25 

0.60 

55  ±10 

115+12 
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Measurement  of  Rotational  Energy  Transfer  Rates  for  HO  (v  -  1)  in 
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Abstract 

Ve  report  state-to-state  rotational  energy  transfer  rates  for  HD 
excited  to  the  first  excited  vibrational  level  of  the  ground  electronic 
state.  Stimulated  Raman  scattering  is  used  to  produce  the  rotationally 
selected,  vibrationally  excited  HD.  Subsequent  collisional  energy  transfer 
from  the  prepared  state,  upon  collision  with  a  thermal  distribution  of  HD, 
is  monitored  by  multiphoton  ionization  through  the  F,,F  electronic  state.  The 
data  are  analyzed  by  solving  the  rate  equations  coupling  the  lowest  six 
rotational  states  of  the  first  excited  vibrational  level.  In  this  manner, 
both  the  absolute  rate  constants  and  the  optimum  shape  of  the  energy 
transfer  probability  density  function  are  determined.  The  best  fit  of  the 
data  to  trial  probability  density  functions  indicates  that  the  HD-HD 
collisions  preserve  the  magnetic  sublevel,  m  .  The  total  rotational 
energy  transfer  rate  out  of  a  particular  rotational  level  is  compared  to 
high  resolution  Raman  linewidth  measurements  in  order  to  determine  the 
degree  to  which  the  rotational  dnergy  transfer  rate  contributes  to  the 
linewidth. 

In  this  paper,  we  report  the  state-to-state  measurement  of 
rotational  energy  transfer  from  one  rotational  energy  state  of  the  first 
excited  vibrational  level  of  the  ground  electronic  state  of  HD  to  another 
rotational  level  of  the  same  vibrational  level  in  collisions  with  a 
Boltzmann  distribution  of  ground  state  HD  molecules  at  298  K.  The  technique 
of  stimulated  Raman  pumping  is  used  to  prepare  a  single 

rotational-vibrational  level  of  HD.  The  multiphoton  ionization  technique  is 
then  used  to  monitor  the  population  of  states  occupied  as  a  result  of 
collisions  with  the  initially  prepared  state.  By  temporally  delaying  the 
lasers  with  respect  to  each  other,  we  determine  the  details  of  the  dynamics 
of  rotational  energy  transfer. 

Most  previous  studies  of  rotational  energy  transfer  have  been 
performed  on  upper  electronic  states,  due  to  the  utility  of  the  technique  of 
state-selective  preparation  by  a  narrowband  lamp  source  or  laser  followed  by 
resolved  emission.  By  monitoring  satellite  emission  bands  as  a  function  of 
pressure,  rotational  energy  transfer  in  the  upper  electronic  state  can  be 
readily  measured.  This  resonance  lamp  technique  was  used  by  Moore  and 
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covorkers  to  study  the  rotational  energy  transfer  in  the  electronically 
excited  B  state  of  HD.  Data  from  these  excited  state  studies  have  been 
instrumental  in  determining  empirical  scaling  and  fitting  lavs.  An 
excellent  discussion  of  the  proposed  lavs  is  contained  in  Reference  6.  In 
this  study  ve  use  several  forms  of  an  exponential  energy  gap  scaling  lav,  to 
parameterize  our  results.  Procaccia  and  Levine  have  shovn  the  exponential 
gap  model  to  be  successful  at  fitting  close  coupling  calculations  of  Green 
for  HD  collisions  vith  He  and  calculations  of  Chu  for  collisions  of  HD  vith 

V 

There  have  been  very  fev  studies  performed  on  ground  electronic 
state  surfaces.  This  is  primarily  due  to  the  difficulty  of  preparing  a 
single  rotational  level  and  detecting  rotational  energy  transfer  on  a  time 
scale  short  enough  to  resolve  the  relaxation  process.  Previous  ground-state 
studies  have  utilized  an  infrared  double-resonance  technique.  This  technique 
has  been  applied  to  heteronuclear-diatomicst  To  HP  (v«l)  and  DF  (v-1)  by 
Hinchen  and  Hobbs;  to  CO  (v=l)  by  BrAchlgnac  et  al;  to  HC1  (v«l)  by 
Henard-Bourcin  et  al;  and  to  HP  (v->2,3  and  4)  by  Crim  and  covorkers. 

These  studies  rely  on  infrared  absorption  to  monitor  rotational  states  not 
initially  populated.  The  use  of  this  technique  limits  the  sensitivity  and 
time  response  of  detection.  In  our  vork,  these  problems  are  minimized  by 
using  stimulated  Raman  pumping  and  multiphoton  ionization  detection.  Both 
processes  occur  on  the  time  scale  of  the  laser  pulses  (nanoseconds).  The 
preparation  scheme  is  a  very  efficient  process  for  HD  vhen  moderately 
narrovband  lasers  are  used,  and  the  detection  scheme  is  highly  sensitive. 

Recently,  variations  on  this  scheme  have  been  used  to  study 
rotational  and  vibrational  energy  transfer  in  polyatomic  molecules.  Orr  et 
al  have  used  a  Raman  excitation/laser-induced  fluorescence  (LIF)  method  to 
study  rotational  and  vibrational  energy  transfer  in  ground  state 
formaldahyde  and  glyoxal.  A  resonant  variation  of  the  Raman-LIP  scheme  has 
been  used  by  Knight  and  covorkers  to  study  energy  transfer  in  even  larger 
polyatomics.  We  have  selected  the  hydrogenic  systems  to  study,  due  to 

their  historical  and  theoretical  importance.  Previous  studies  of  energy 
transfer  in  hydrogen  have  been  hampered  due  to  the  inherant  difficulty  of 
state-selective  detection  of  a  molecule  vith  no  dipole  (or  very  small  dipole 
in  the  case  of  HD)  and  vhose  first  excited  electronic  state  is  11  ev  above 
the  ground  state.  Recently,  three  coherent  laser  techniques  have  shovn 
great  promise  for  detection  of  hydrogen:  (1)  Coherent  anti-Stokes  Raman 
scattering  (CARS),  (2)  tvo-photon  resonantly  enhanced,  three-photon 
ionization  (2+1  REHPI),  and  (3)  direct  laser-  induced  fluorescence,  using 
non-degenerate  four-vave  mixing  in  a  rare  gas  to  produce  the  necessary 
tunable  UV  radiation.  We  have  used  the  2+1  REHPI  technique  due  to  its 
relative  simplicity  and  high  sensitivity. 

Other  non-laser  based  techniques  have  been  used  to  study  rotational 
energy  transfer  in  hydrogen  molecules.  Of  particular  relevance  to  our  study 
are  the  impressive  series  of  molecular  beam  experiments  of  Buck  and 
co-vorkers,  and  those  of  Gentry  and  Giese.  Both  groups  use  time-of-flight 
measurements  of  scattering  distributions  from  crossed  molecular  beams  to 
determine  the  differential  cross-section  for  rotational  energy  transfer  from 
J-0  or  J»1  hydrogen  molecules  (depending  upon  the  isotope  and  vhether  the 
ortha  or  para  form  vas  used)  to  other  rotational  states  upon  collision  vith 
various  partners  (rare  gases  or  other  isotopes  of  hydrogen).  In  this 


manner,  they  are  able  to  obtain  extremely  detailed  Information  (i.e., 
angular  resolved  differential  scattering  cross  sections)  at  a  fev  relative 
collision  energies.  In  contrast  to  our  measurements,  however,  they  are 
unable  to  determine  total  cross-sections.  Although  our  measurements  are 
thermally  averaged,  in  contrast  to  the  crossed  molecular  beam  studies,  they 
are  capable  of  providing  a  wealth  of  data  for  elementary  systems  to  which 
theory  can  be  directly  applied. 

Additionally,  the  linewidths  of  high-pressure  Raman  spectra  are 
dominated  by  relaxation  phenomena  and  give  an  upper  limit  to  the  rotational 
relaxation  rate.  Our  measurements  are  compared  to  the  recent  room 
temperature,  high  pressure  line  widths  of  Rosasco  and  Hay. 


1-12 


‘Vi  *Vl 

Laser  Induced  Fluorescence  of  SJ.H2  A'Bj  -X'A-j 
in  the  Supersonic  Free  Jet. 

Kinichi  Obi  and  Shinya  Mayama 
Department  of  Chemistry,  Tokyo  Institute  of  Technology, 
Ohokayama,  Meguro,  Tokyo,  Japan  152 

The  pulsed  supersonic  free  jet  of  SiH2  was  generated  in  the 
ArF  laser  photolysis  of  phenylsilane.  The  fluorescence  and 
its  excitation  spectra  of  the  ?^B-|  -  ft^A-)  transition  and  the 
fluorescence  lifetimes  of  single  rovibronic  levels  (SRVL)  in 
the  J^Bi  state  have  been  measured. 

The  fluorescence  excitation  spectra  have  been  observed  in 
the  region  466  'v  640  nm.  The  spectra  only  consist  of  the  P- 
type  subband  from  the  Ka»=o  level,  pP-|(N),  PQ^N)  and  pR-,(N), 
of  the  (0,n,0)  *■  (0,0,0)  progression.  The  (0,7,0)  band  is 
first  assigned  in  this  work.  With  increase  of  the  vibrational 
energy  of  the  bending  mode,  the  line  intensities  for  rota- 
tionally  excited  levels,  such  as  PQj(l),  Pr^(1),  Pp1(2), 

become  weak  in  comparison  with  the  Pp^d)  line  of  the  rota- 
tionally  ground  state  and  finally  the  spectra  are  reduced  to 
only  one  rotational  line  pP-j  { 1 )  for  n>_4.  These  facts  indi¬ 
cate  the  presence  of  the  predissociation  which  strongly  de¬ 
pends  on  J  values  in  the  excited  state  rotational  levels. 

The  fluorescence  spectra  have  revealed  the  vibrational 
energy  levels  of  the  bending  mode  (v2)  in  the  ^A-j  state  up  to 
v 2,,=7.  The  potential-  parameters  of  the  bending  vibration  of 
the  ground  state  have  been  determined  from  the  fluorescence 
spectra: 
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0)2  =  1  007.6  t  4.1  cm-1 
x22  =  -3*7  ±  0,7  cm_1  • 

'll 

The  Franck-Condon  factors  of  the  A-X  system  have  been  calcu- 
lated  using  the  molecular  constants  obtained.  The  calculated 
Franck-Condon  factors  have  well  reproduced  the  observed  fluo¬ 
rescence  spectra. 

The  SRVL  fluorescence  lifetimes  of  the  A'b1  state  slowly 

decreased  from  1.2  ns  of  the  (0,1,0)  level  to  0.54  ns  of  the 

(0,6,0)  level.  The  fluorescence  lifetime  of  0.35  ns  for  the 

newly  assigned  (0,7,0)  level  obtained  is  short  with  respect  to 

other  lower  vibrational  levels.  In  Fig.  1,  the  fluorescence 

* 

decay  rates  are  plotted  against  cube  of  transition  energy 
corrected  by  the  Franck-Condon  factors.  The  presence  of 
intercept  and  the  shortening  of  the  fluorescence  lifetime  for 


rate  vs.  the  cubic  transition  energy 
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(0,7,0)  indicate  that  (1)  non-radiative  process  occurs  in  all 
vibronic  levels  studied  and  (2)  another  non-radiative  channel 
opens  at  (0,7,0).  The  first  non-radiative  channel  is  ex¬ 
plained  as  predissociation  to  Si(3Pg)  +  ^(^Eg)  and  the  second 
is  predissociation  to  Si(^Dg)  +  ^(^Eg).  This  mechanism  leads 
the  upper  limit  of  the  dissociation  energy  D0(SiH-H)  of  26600 
cm-1  (318  kJ/mol). 


HIGH  TEMPERATURE  COLLISIONAL  ENERGY 


TRANSFER  IN  HIGHLY  VIBRATIONALLY  EXCITED 
MOLECULES.  Ill  ISOTOPE  EFFECTS  IN  ijo-PROPYL 
BROMIDE  SYSTEMS 


Trevor  C.  Brown  and  Keith  D.  King 
Department  of  Chemical  Engineering, 

University  of  Adelaide,  Adelaide,  S.A.  5001,  Australia 

and 

Robert  G.  Gilbert 

Department  of  Theoretical  Chemistry, 

Univcrtity  of  Sydney,  Sydney,  N.S.W.  BOOS,  Australia 

Of  fundamental  importance  in  interpreting  rate  data  for  nnimolecular  and  termolecular  reactions  In 
tlie  fall-ofT  regime  is  the  determination  of  the  form  of  Die  probability  distribution  function  for  collisional 
energy  exchange  between  a  highly  vibrationally  excited  reactant  and  a  bath  gas  (1).  The  development  of 
models  for  this  process  requires  experimental  energy  transfer  data  under  conditions  where  the  dependent 
parameters  (eg.  temperature  and  bath  gas  mass)  can  be  varied  and  effectively  interpreted.  This  paper 
is  a  continuation  of  our  studies  into  the  effects  of  deuteration  of  both  the  reactant  and  bath  gas  on 
collisional  energy  transfer  quantities  |2|.  Deuteration  changes  the  masses  of  the  species,  but  leaves 
unchanged  the  potential  function  governing  the  interaction  dynamics. 

The  technique  of  pressure-dependent  very  low-pressure  pyrolysis  (3, 4]  combined  with  conventional 
very  low-pressure  pyrolysis  (VLPP)  (5]  has  been  used  here  to  initially  create  thermal  systems  of  highly 
vibrationally  excited  undeuterated  and  per-deuterated  no-propyl  bromide  molecules,  and  then  collide 
these  reacting  systems  with  the  inert  bath  gases  •  Ne,  Xe,  G'jllj,  and  CjD(.  Measurements  of  the 
increase  in  reaction  rates  of  the  iso-propyl  bromide  decompositions  with  these  bath  gas  collisions,  and 
a  comparison  of  these  rates  with  the  deuterated  analogues  give  valuable  Insights  into  the  collisional 
probability  distribution  function. 


The  overall  experimental  technique  is  well  established  |3,4,5|.  Briefly,  the  temperature  dependence 
of  the  reaction  rate  under  conditions  where  only  gas/wall  collisions  occur  (ie.,  in  the  absence  of  any 
reactant/reactant  or  reactant/bath  gas  collisions)  is  firstly  obtained.  These  data  is  then  fitted  with 
RHKM  theory,  taking  into  account  the  temperature-dependent  non-unit  gas/wall  collision  efficiency, 
0„(T)  |3,6|.  The  energy  dependences  of  the  microscopic  reaction  rate,  k(E)  are  consequently  calculated. 
By  maintaining  the  temperature  constant,  and  increasing  the  pressure  of  bath  gas  In  the  system  so  that 
reactant/bath  gas  collisions  compete  with  reactant/wall  collisions  the  pressure-dependent  rate  coeffi¬ 
cients  are  obtained.  These  values  are  fitted  by  solution  of  the  reaction-dilluslon  master  equation  |l], 
using  the  parameters  from  the  RRKM  calculations  and  varying  <  AEj0WB  >  -  the  average  downward 
collisional  energy  transfer. 

The  tso-propyl  bromide  systems  decompose  thermally  via  IIBr  elimination,  e.g.  for  the  undeuterated 
system: 

(ClIj)jCHBr  -*  CHjCIICIfj  +  IIBr 

The  extrapolated  high  pressure  rate  coefficient  (k<»)  for  CjIljBr  decomposition  is  given  by  kM  = 
]0i3.6±o.j  eXp(_200±8  kJ  mol-'/RT)-  This  is  in  excellent  agreement  with  the  high-pressure  parameters 
reported  by  other  authors  |7|:  A^s  =  101^•TOs",,  Ek,  =  197.5  kJ  mol-1.  For  CjD7Br  the  high-pressure 
parameters  arc  A<x,  =  1015's±01s_1 ,  E«>  =  207 ±  8  kJ  mol-' .  There  is  no  previously  reported  study  of 
CjD7Br  decomposition,  however  our  results  are  in  accord  with  the  expected  isotope  effect. 

The  average  downward  collisional  energy  transfer  (<  AEa0WB  >)  values  (cm-1)  for  CjlI7Br  at  ca. 
870  K  are  -186  (Ne),  539  (Xe),  825  (Cjll*),  and  743  (CjDj),  and  for  CjD7Br,  442  (Ne),  570  (Xe),  729 
(Cjll<),  and  812  (CjDt).  Reactant  internal  energies  to  which  the  data  are  sensitive  are  in  the  range  170  - 
250  kJ  mol-1 .  The  <  AEi0„„  >  values  for  the  inert  bath  gases  Ne  and  Xe  show  good  agreement  with  the 
theoretical  predictions  of  Gilbert's  biased  random  walk  model  for  monatomic/substrate  collisional  energy 
exchange  |8).  The  relative  effects  of  deuteration  of  the  reactant  molecule  on  <  AEjoiim  >  also  compare 
favourably  with  the  predictions  of  this  theoretical  model.  The  energy  transfer  parameters  resulting 
from  the  undeuterated  and  per-deuterated  ethene  bath  gases  suggest  the  vibrational  frequencies  of  the 
polyatomic  colliders  will  play  an  important  role  in  any  future  model. 
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UNIMOLECULAR  REACTIONS  F0L1.0WING  SINGLE  UV-PHOTON  AND  MULTI 
IR-PIIOTON  EXCITATION 

D.  Abel,  B.  Herzog,  II.  Hippier  and  J.  Troe 

Institut  fur  Physikalische  Cltemie  der  Universitiit  Gottingen, 
TammannstraOe  6,  D-3400  Gottingen,  West-Germany 

Unimolecular  reactions  are  governed  by  two  dynamically  different  pro¬ 
cesses.  The  activation  of  molecules  above  the  reaction  threshold  and 
the  real  reaction.  Tn  thermal  systems  the  activation  occurrs  via 
intermolecular  energy  transfer  between  highly  excited  molecules  in 
collisions  with  the  heat  bath.  The  reaction  itself  is  determined  by 
the  intramolecular  time  evolution  of  molecules  excited  above  the 
reaction  threshold.  The  intermolecular  energy  transfer  can  be  charac¬ 
terized  by  the  averaged  amount  of  energy  transferred  per  collision 
<i\E).  The  intramolecular  dynamics  are  described  by  the  specific  rate 
constant  k(E).  Both  quantities  present  key  quantities  in  unimolecular 
rate  theory.  We  present  a  method  to  directly  measure  under  collision 
free  conditions  the  specific  rate  constants  and  in  the  presence  of 
collisions  the  <&E>  values. 

In  our  experiments  vibrationally  highly  excited  polyatomic  molecules 
are  produced  in  the  electronic  ground  state  by  two  different  ways. 
First,  absorption  from  a  pulsed  UV-laser  followed  by  fast  internal 
conversion  is  a  very  elegant  way  to  create  an  almost  microcanonic 
ensemble  of  vibrationally  highly  excit.J  molecules.  In  the  past,  we 
have  intensively  used  this  technique  for  studies  of  the  dynamic  prop- 
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ertles  of  these  molecules.  Second,  1R  multiphoton  absorption  from  a 
pulsed  COj  laser  may  produce  an  ensemble  of  vibrationally  highly 
excited  molecules  with  different  properties.  Populations  of  exited 
states  are  monitored  directly  by  time  resolved  hot  band  UV  absorption 
spectroscopy.  A  calibration  of  the  UV  spectra  by  shock  wave  experi¬ 
ments  allows  for  an  analysis  of  the  absorption  changes  during  the 
laser  pulses  in  terms  of  exited  state  populations  and  dissociation. 
Under  collision  free  conditions  the  rate  of  unimolecular  reaction  of 
isolated  molecules  are  measured.  A  comparison  of  the  results  of  the 
two  methods  will  be  presented.  For  bond  fission  reactions  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  total  angular  momentum  J  on  the  specific  rate  constant  k(E,J) 
is  discussed.  In  the  presence  of  collisions  with  an  inert  bath  gas, 
collisional  deactivation  is  observed  and  analyzed  via  the  dependence 
of  the  hot  UV  absorption  spectra  on  the  excitation  energy.  We  conclude 
that  time  resolved  hot  band  JUV  absorption  spectroscopy  after  pulse 
excitation  provide  a  particularly  attractive  access  to  the  specific 
rate  constant  and  to  collisional  energy  transfer.  It  also  allows  to 
obtain  in  situ  information  of  the  energy  distribution  of  the  ensemble 
of  vibrationally  highly  excited  molecules  produced  in  IR  multiphoton 
excitation  experiments. 
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USER  PYROLYSIS  OF  DIMETHYLN ITRAMINE  AND  D IHET1IY IN ITROS AMINE 

S.  Esther  Nlgenda,  Alicia  C.  Gonzalez, 

Donald  F.  McMillen,  and  David  M.  Golden 
Department  of  Chemical  Kinetics,  Chemical  Physics  Laboratory 
SRI  International,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94025  U.S.A. 

Laser-powered  homogeneous  pyrolysis  (LPHP)  has  been  used  to  study  the 
gas-phase  thermal  decomposition  of  dimethylnltramine  (DMNA)  and  dlmethylnitro- 
samine  (DMNO)  as  models  for  the  decomposition  of  the  cylic  nltramines.  In  the 
LPHP  technique  a  pulsed  CO2  laser  is  used  to  indirectly  heat  the  substrate  via 
an  absorbing  but  unreectlve  gas  (e.g.,  SFg),  in  a  bath  of  an  inert  polyatomic 
such  as  CO2.  Under  these  condtions  there  is  no  surface  component  to  the  reac¬ 
tions,  since  only  a  small  portion  of  the  cell  volume  is  heated  by  the  laser 
and  the  reaction  time  before  cooling  by  the  expansion  wave  is  about  10  ps,  far 
shorter  than  the  millisecond  time  scale  for  diffusion  to  the  walls.  The  rapid 
cooling  tends  to  minimize  secondary  reactions;  however,  as  in  shock-tube 
studies,  hydrogen  atoms  and  other  very  reactive  species  need  to  be  chemically 
scavenged  or  trapped. 

The  cell  is  incorporated  in  a  flow  system  that  can  be  heated  to  temper¬ 
atures  well  below  substrate  decomposition  temperatures,  but  high  enough  to 
maintain  low  vapor  pressure  materials  in  the  vapor  phase.  Operation  of  the 
system  Involves  flowing  the  reaction  mixture  through  the  cell  while  the  laser 
is  pulsed  at  a  constant  repetition  rate,  typically  about  0.2  Hz.  The  flow 
rate  and  irradiated  volume  are  such  that  that  during  the  residence  time  of  the 
substrate  in  the  ce.l,  the  laser  will  have  been  pulsed  20  to  40  times  (with 
complete  diffusional  fixing  in  the  cell  between  laser  pulses),  and  the  average 
molecule  will  have  been  heated  two  to  four  times.  The  product  mixture  flows 
continously  from  the  cell  through  a  heated  gas  sampling  valve  from  which 
samples  are  periodically  sent  to  a  capillary  GC/MS  system. 

The  need  to  explicitly  measure  the  temperature  corresponding  to  any 
particular  measurement  of  k  Is  eliminated  by  concurrent  determination  of  the 
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fractional  decomposition  of  a  temperature  standard.  Modeling  of  anticipated 
time-temperature-locatlon  variations  as  well  as  tests  on  substrates  whose 
|  parameters  are  already  known  have  shown  that  this  "comparative  rate"  method 

accomodates  wide  temperature  fluctuations  in  accurately  reproducing  the  liter¬ 
ature  values.  In  the  present  case,  Arrhenius  parameters  have  been  determined 
relative  to  lsobutylbutylbromide  and  tert-butylbromide  decomposition,  respec¬ 
tively. 

The  DMNO  decomposition  proceeds,  between  950  and  1050K,  via  the  simple 
N-N  bond  cleavage.  The  dlmethylamlno  radical  thus  formed  rapidly  eliminates  an 
It-atom  and  is  detected  as  N-methylmethylenelmlne.  The  H-atoms  are  scavenged  by 
reaction  with  ortho-fluorotoluene.  Preliminary  results  yield  Arrhenius  para- 
I  metera  of  log  k/s"*  ■  15.0-46.0/0.  These  yield,  when  corrected  for  pressure 

dependence,  log  k“/a“^  »  15.4  -  48.3/0.  These  values  are  completely 
consistent  with  the  expectation  of  reaction  via  unlmolecular  bond  scission  and 
a  N-N  bond  strength  in  the  vicinity  of  48  kcal/mol. 

The  DMNA  decomposition  is  more  complex  in  that  both  unlmolecular  bond 
■  scission  and  1I0N0  elimination  are  expected  to  be  accessible  pathways.  Since 

'  both  of  these  pathways  lead  to  the  imlne,  they  are  difficult  to  distinguish. 

Furthermore,  the  major  product  is  DMNO,  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
j  imlne  adds  NO  in  the  cooling  period  after  the  laser  pulse.  DMNA  was  pyrolyzed 

|  between  845  K  and  970  K,  leading  to  log  k/s-*  ■  10.4  -  28.2/0.  These  para- 

j  meters  are  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  expected  values  for  the  two  above 

I  pathways,  and  the  kinetic  measurements  are  being  repeated  with  a  different 

internal  standard. 


IR  laser-induced  decomposition  of  oxetnnes  am)  alkanols 


by  K.A.  Holbrook,  G.A.  Oidershaw  and  C.J.  Shaw 
Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Hull 

and  P.E.  Dyer 

Department  of  Applied  Physics,  University  of  Hull 

Following  earlier  work  on  the  infrared  laser-induced  decomposition 
of  2,2-dimethyloxetane*  we  have  examined  the  infrared  laser-induced 
decomposition  of  2-methyloxetane  and  of  tertiary  butanol,  two  molecules 
of  similar  molecular  complexity. 

The  products  of  the  decomposition  of  2-methyloxetane  caused  by 

absorption  of  pulses  from  a  TEA  CO,,  laser  (R34,  10  pm  line)  are  the  same 

*  2 

as  those  observed  in  the  thermal  decomposition,  namely  propene  plus 
formaldehyde  and  ethene  plus  acetaldehyde. 

c3h6  +  Cll20  (1) 

C2I|4  +  CILCIIO  (2) 

Measurements  have  been  made  of  the  energy  absorbed  by  2-methyloxetane 
and  of  the  extent  of  decomposition  as  a  function  of  the  gas  pressure 
and  laser  fluence.  The  effect  of  added  inert  gases  helium,  xenon  and 
cyclohexane  has  also  been  examined. 

Similar  experiments  have  been  carried  out  with  tert-butanol  (P30, 

10  pm  line)  for  which  the  major  decomposition  product  is  isobutene 

(Cll3)3C0II  -►  (CH3)2C  =  Cll2  +  ll20  (3) 

In  both  cases  it  is  found  that,  for  irradiation  under  'collision- 
_2 

free'  conditions  (5  x  10  Torr),  the  decomposition  is  much  less  in  dilute 
mixtures  of  the  absorber  with  an  inert  gas  than  in  the  pure  reactant. 

We  have  modelled  the  decomposition  as  a  function  of  absorbed  energy  by 
using  specific  rate  coefficients  calculated  from  RRKM  theory.  In  both 
cases  it  is  concluded  that  a  large  fraction  of  the  irradiated  molecules 
interact  with  the- laser  radiation.  Results  obtained  for  other  alkanols 
and  oxetanes  may  also  be  discussed.  « 
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Use  of  Doppler  Broadening  by  the  25knm  Hg  Absorption  Line  to 
Monitor  v-r , t  Energy  Transfer  in  Vi br a t iona 1 ly  Excited  Gases 

Walter  Braun*i  Milton  D.  Scheer»*t  R.  J.  Cvetanovlc** 
and  Victor  Kaufman*** 


*Center  for  Chemical  Physics 
**Guest  Scientists  in  the  Center  for  Chemical  Physics 
***Center  for  Radiation  Research 


National  Bureau  of  Standards 


A  new  method  for  measuring  v-r , t  energy  transfer  rates  has 
been  developed.  It  involves  the  use  of  Hg  atoms  as  a  tracer  for 
translational  energy  in  a  vibrational ly  excited  gas.  Absorption 
by  Hg  of  its  25knm  resonance  radiation,  derived  from  an 
extensively  sel f -reversed  Hg  resonance  lamp,  is  dependent  upon 
the  line  width  and  hence  the  translational  temperature.  By 
matching  the  hyperfinp  spectrum  of  a  Hg  resonance  lamp  in  the 
neighborhood  of  25Anm  with  a  computer  model  that  takes  into 
account  Doppler  and  Lorentz  line  broadening  (Pig.  1),  a 
temperature  calibration  is  readily  attained  (Fig. 2).  The  method 
was  tested  by  vibrational ly  exciting  a  500:1  mixture  of  SFt,  and 
Hg  with  varying  fluences  from  a  C0re  TEA  laser  employing  the 
apparatus  shown  schematically  in  Fig. 3.  By  measuring  the 
initial  slopes  of  the  temporal  changes  in  the  254nm  absorption  by 
the  Hg  tracer,  which  is  related  to  changes  in  temperature  and 
thus  energy,  energy  transfer  rates  could  be  measured  as  a 
function  of  initial  vibrational  excitation  energy.  For 
vibrational  excitations  between  <t00  and  10,500cm-1,  the  energies 
transferred  (v-r,t)  per  SF,.*-SF,.“  collision  was  found  to  increase 


approximately  as  the  square  of  the  excitation  energy.  These 
results  are  shown  in  Fig.  4 .  and  are  compared  with  recent  results 
by  Dove,  Hippier  and  Troe1 11 .  The  present  method  complements 
techniques  recently  reported  by  other  workers1*-'-'1'  . 
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Figure  Captions: 

Figure  It  An  experimental  tracing  of  the  high  resolution 
spectrum  emitted  by  an  extensively  self-reversed  capillary  Hg 
lamp  operated  at  450v  and  9ma  (dashed  curve)  compared  with  the 
calculated  lamp  profile  (solid  curve).  X,=l=Doppler  width. 

Figure  2:  Computed  fractional  absorption  vs.  temperature  curves 
for  various  resonance  lamp  (current)  conditions:  1,  8ma;  2, 
lOmai  3,  15ma;  and  4,  20ma. 

Figure  3:  Schematic  diagram  of  apparatus  used  to  excite 
v ibrat iona 1 ly  SF<,  and  measure  its  translational  temperature. 
LS=C0i;  laser;  L=Hg  light  sourse;  M=monochromater ;  D=fast 
digitizer;  MP=microprocessor ;  C=gas  cell;  PM=pho tomul t ip  1 ier ; 
CB=carbon  block  used  to  trigger  sweep;  L=lens;  Ml&.M2=mi rrors . 

Figure  4:  The  dependence  of  the  average  energy  transferred  per 
collision  vs.  the  average  excitation  energy  for  SFo'+SFe,' 
collisions  compared  with  literature  CSa~+CS;,.  and  CSu'+Ar  results. 


Anulysis  of  Multiple  Decompositions  in  Chemically  Activated 

Reactions 

Phillip  R.  Westmoreland.  Jack  B.  Howard,  mid  John  P.  Longue 11 
Department  of  Chemicul  Engineering 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
Cambridge,  MA  02139  USA 

Secondary  decomposition  can  occur  in  a  chemically  activated 
reaction  if  all  the  excess  energy  in  tho  chemically  activated  adduct 
is  not  dissipated  by  t lit;  initial  decomposition.  Tlius,  a  bimolecular 
reliction  could  lend  l o  throe  products,  l>y  the  processes  AMI  -  C*  - 
ll‘+E*,  U*  -  ll,  and  IP  -  t'Ki.  Such  three-product  cimnnels  have  keen 
inferred  front  data  in  the  past,  but  either  the  observation  has,  not 
been  rationalized  or  it  has  been  attributed  to,  a  sequence  of  tliermul 
reactions  A+li  -  IHE  and  K  ••  PIG.  Unlike  a  therimil  sequence, 
chemically  activated  secondary,  decomposition  is  not  microscopically 
reversible  because  Uioreyerso  reaction  would  require  excited  :E* 
(from  K-iQl  and  D*  to  react. 

Apportioning  the  excess  energy  between  D*  and  Ji*  is  the 
difficulty  in  calculating  the  apparent  rate  constant.  If  D  is  an 
atom  and  E  contains  vibrutionul  degrees  of  freedom,  all  the  excess 
energy  may  be  reasonably  ussigned  to  the  species  E*.  The  rate 
constant  for  5CII 2 2^<J 2I1 2 »-2ll  is  estimated  by  bimolecular  QIIliK  to 
illustrate  the  quantitative  analysis,  but  more  .sophisticated 
unimolccnlur -reaction  theories  way  be  applied  similarly. 
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WAVELENGTH  DEPENDENT  ISOMERIZATION  OF  ALLYL 
ISOCYANIDE 

J.  Segal  1  and  R.N.  Zare,  Department  of  Chemistry, 
Stanford  University,  Stanford,  CA  94305  USA 


The  isomerization  of  allyl  isocyanlde  (A1C)  to  al]yl 
cyanide  by  excitation  of  CI1  vibrational  overtone 
inside  the  cavity  of  a  cw  dye  laser  is  studied  at  several 
excitation  wavelengths  (598-640  nm) .  The  unimolecular 
reaction  rate  is  seen  to  vary  nonmonotonically  as  a 
function  of  phytolysis  photon  energy,  both  with  a  given 
overtone  band  as  well  as  from  overtone  band  to  overtone 
band'.  Previous  workers  on  Ale'  noted  the  latter  effect 
and  attributed  it  to  a  nonstatistical  distribution  of 
vibrational  energy  in  the  reacting  molecules.  The 
current  results  strongly  indicate  Inhomogeneous 
broadening  is  important  in  the  overtone  spectrum  of  AIC 
and  that  overtone  excitation  may  lead  to  a  more  complex 
distribution  of  excited  reactants  than  previously 
thought. 


**Supported  by  AMOCO,  Standard  Oil  (Indiana) 

K.  V.  Reddy  and  M.  J.  Berry,  Chem.  Phys.  Lett.  66,  223 
(1979). 
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A  STUDY  OF  THE  EFFECT  OF  EXCESS  ENERGY  ON  THE  COLUSIONAL  DEACTIVATION  OF 
HIGHLY  VIBRATIONALLY  EXCITED  7-ETHYLCYCLOHEPTATRIENE 


Gui-Yung  Chung  and  Robert  W.  Carr,  Jr. 


Department  of  Chemical  Engineering  and  Materials  Science 
University  of  Minnesota 
Minneapolis,  Mn.  55455 


Collisional  self  deactivation  of  7-ethylcycloheptatrieno  photoactivated  to 
total  intornal  oncrgios  of  123  kcal/mol  (240nm),  111  kcal/mol  (265nm),  105 
kcal/mol  (280nm),  and  100  kcal/mol  (295nm)  has  been  investigated.  The 
reaction  products  consisted  of  tho  positional  isomors  1-,  2-,  and 
3-othylcycloheptatriono,  and  methyl-ethyl  substituted  benzenes  formed  by 
aromatization.  The  pressure  dependence  of  reaction  products  resulting  from 
positional  isomerization  and  aromatization  were  determined  at  each 
wavelength  in  series  of  experiments  without  added  bath  gases.  The  total 
product  yield  decreased  with  increasing  pressure,  indicative  of 
collisional  stabilization  of  photoactivated  7-ethylcycloheptatrione.  The 
ratio  of  positional  isomerization  products  to  aromatic  products  increased 
with  increasing  pressure  at  fixed  wavelength,  and  increased  with  increasing 
wavelongth  at  fixed  pressure,  consistent  with  a  shorter  lifetime  for 
positional  isomerization  than  for  aromatization.  Master  equation 
calculations  wore  done  using  RRKM  theory  and  a  stepladdor  model  for 
deactivation.  Tho  model  calculations  predict  that  the  avorage  enorgy 
removed  per  deactivating  collision^  A  E>,  increases  with  increasing  oxcess 
energy  of  photoactivated  7-ethylcycloheptatrione.  When  the  RRKM  computed 
values  of  k(E)  were  normalized  to  an  experimental  value  dotormined  by 
direct  detection  (Hippier,  Luther,  Troe  and  Wondlekon,  J.  Chem. 
Phys. ,79,246,(1983)) ,  the  values  of  <AE>  obtained  were  1.5  kcal/mol  at 
295nm,  1.8  kcal/mol  at  280nm,  2.2  kcal/mol  at  265  nm  and  5  kcal/mol  at  240 
nm. 


t 


-21 


A  simple  FTIR  instrument  for  emission  studies 

by 

P.  Bless,  F.J.  Holdsworth,  G.  Marston  and  R. P.  Wayne 
Physical  Chemistry  Laboratory,  South  Parks  Rd. ,  Oxford., U.K. 

Abstract 

Fourier  Transform  spectrometry  was  orieinally  introduced  to 
deal  with  the  enerey  ehortaee  problems  endemic  in  workine  in  the 
far-infrared.  However,  FT  spectrometry  has  been  succesfully  applied  in 
the  mid-  and  near-XR  and  is  even  findine  uses  in  the  visible  and  UV 
reeion  of  the  electromaenetic  spectrum.  Employment  of  this  technique 
in  the  IR  can  result  in  dramatic  increases  in  the  signal-to-nolse 
ratio  or  resolution  of  spectral  measurements,  or  both. 

Two  important  advantages  of  interferometry  over  conventional 
spectrometry  were  pointed  out  by  Fellget  in  England  and  Jaquinot  in 
France: 

I)  In  1951.  Fellget  recognised  the  so  called  Multiplex 
advantage,  in  that  data  from  all  the  spectral  frequencies 
present  are  measured  simultaneously;  thus,  the  whole  of  the 
spectral  band  is  observed  for  the  entire  duration  of  the 
experiment.  The  result  of  this  'Multiplex'  advantage  is  a 
reduction  in  measurement  time  of  the  Bpectral  information. 

II)  The  second  advantage,  pointed  out  in  195ft  by  Jaquinot,  is 
that  the  optical  energy  throughput  of  an  interferometer  is 
greater  than  that  of  a  monochromator  for  a  given  resolution. 
Radiation  is  transferred  more  efficiently  in  an 
interferometer,  where  the  beam  of  radiation  has  cylindrical 
symmetry,  than  in  a  conventional  spectrometer  which  employs 
slits  and  produces  a  beam  of  planar  symmetry.  The  Increased 
throughput  thus  results  in  an  increased  S:N  ratio  due  to  the 
increased  signal  at  the  detector. 

The  Interferometer  used  in  these  studies  is  a  low  cost 


1-2 


Micholson  type  designed  to  be  used  as  a  teaching  instrument.  The 
interferometer  was  modified  to  allow  the  mirror  position  to  be  altered 
using  a  stepper  motor.  A  Hc-Ne  laser  and  associated  optica  were  also 
added  to  allow  us  to  guide  a  laser  beam  down  the  center  of  the  main 
optics. 


The  data  acquisition  and  control  of  the  interferometer  were 
performed  using  a  small  ’home'  computer  (Acorn  BBC  'B'  microcomputer). 
The  only  additional  circuitry  required  was  the  power  control  circuit 
for  the  stepper  motor  and  the  amplifiers  for  the  various  detectors 
employed.  The  laser  beam  was  used  to  provide  a  reference,  the  data 
acquisition  being  triggered  using  the  laser  fringes. 

The  same  computer,  along  with  a  co-processor  to  speed  up  the 
processing,  was  used  to  perform  the  Fourier  transform  calculations. 

Two  different  FT  calculation  methods  were  employed  t  a  'slow' 
transform  based  on  the  Fourier  integral,  and  the  Fast  Fourier 
Transform  ( FFT )  algorithm  developed  by  Cooley  and  Tukey  in  1965. 

Various  computational  techniques  were  used  to  increase  both 
the  speed  of  calculation  and  the  resolution  of  the  instrument.  The  use 
of  a  small  computer  limits  the  number  of  lnterf erogram  points  to 
approximately  8000,  which  corresponds  to  a  resolution  of  approximately 
3.9cm"1  (at  a  sampling  Interval  of  Ax=0 . 3165pm) .  The  use  of  single 
sided  interf erograms  Increases  the  effective  resolution  to  1.9cm"1, 
but  can  Introduce  some  phase  errors  into  the  spectrum,  resulting  in 
distorted  peak  shapes. 

The  method  finally  developed  to  increase  the  resolution  was 
to  use  aliased  spectra.  Aliasing  comes  about  from  using  discrete 
sampling  intervals,  and  is  manifested  by  the  spectral  function 
exhibiting  mirror  symmetry  about  the  sampling  frequency  (»n).  It  is 
usually  classed  a3  a  disadvantage  of  FT  since  both  spectral 
information  and  noise  above  the  folding  frequency  are  reflected  back 
into  the  fundamental  range,  and  care  must  be  employed  to  ensure  that 
features  in  the  spectrum  are  real  and  not  aliased.  If  we  take  longer 
sampling  intervals,  we  can  make  the  mirror  move  a  longer  distance  for 
the  same  number  of  interferogram  points,  thus  increasing  resolution, 
however  vn  also  decreases.  If  we  ensure  that  there  are  no  spectral 
peaks  in  the  fundamental  range  (0<\><vn  ),  then  we  can  use  the  aliased 
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version  of  the  peak  of  interest  for  our  studies.  Thus  by  sampling  at  3 
times  the  normal  distance  (Ax«0. 9*1911111)  we  were  able  to  increase  the 
resolution  to  1.3  cm"'  and  at  5  times  (flx«1.58pm),  the  resolution  had 
increased  to  0.8  cm"'  (2  and  ft  times  were  not  used  because  these 
values  put  vn  in  the  middle  of  the  peak  of  interest). 

The'  spectrometer  was  used  in  conjunction  with  a  germanium 
detector  and  discharge  flow  system  to  study  reactions  leading  to 
chemiluminescence  in  the  l-2pm  region.  Of  particular  interest  was  the 
N+O,  reaction, 


N  +  0,  -*  NO  +  O 

from  which  emission  had  already  been  observed  under  low  resolution. 
Under  the  greater  resolution  afforded  us  by  the  FT  spectrometer,  we 
were  able  to  identify  the  emissions  as  being  due  to  O,  a'ag‘>x>I-u 
(1.27Um),  NO  C'n-M'E  (1.22 pm)  and  the  (2,0),  (3.1)  and  (ft. 2) 
vibrational  overtone  transitions  of  OH  (1. fto-l. 55pm) . 

The  presence  of  OH  emission  downstream  of  the  mixing  region 
showed  us  not  only  that  H  was  present  as  an"  impurity,  but  that  it  was 
being  regenerated  in  the  flow  tube.  A  mechanism  is  presented  to 
explain  this  regeneration.  The  presence  of  0,(‘fta)  was  also  found  to 
be  due  to  H  atom  impurities  and  1b  explained  in  terms  of  formation  of 
excited  HO,  folowed  by  energy  transfer  to  6,.  The  formation  of  NO(C) 
was  attributed  to  reaction  between  N  and  0  atoms  and  computer 
simulations  were  able  to  match  observed  concentration  -  time  profiles 
quite  well. 

Kinetic  measurements  were  made  using  conventional 
spectrometry.  N  atoms  were  monitored  by  following  the  (0,0)  band  of 
the  N,(b-»A)  transition  at  l.05lim.  Again  the  presence  of  H  atoms  was 
felt,  resulting  in  non-linear  pseudo-first  order  decay  plots.  However, 
after  taking  precautions  to  remove  traces  of  water  from  our  system  the 
rate  constant  for  the  above  reaction  was  measured  as  k-(8.8  t  1.0)  x 
10" 1 ,  cm’molecule" 1 e" 1 .  This  value  is  in  excellent  agreement  with  the 
latest  NASA  recommendations. 
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MULTIPHOTON-IONIZATION  AS  A  KINETIC  PROBE 

H.H.  NELSON  and  Brad  R.Weiner,  Chemistry  Division,  Naval  Research  Laboratory, 
Washington,  DC  20375-5000,  USA 

The  methyl  radical  (CH3)  plays  an  important  role  in  hydrocarbon  combustion  systems. 
Kinetic  studies  of  the  methyl  radical,  especially  as  a  reaction  product,  have  been  hampered  by 
the  lack  of  a  sensitive,  convenient  detection  scheme.  It  has  been  monitored  in  kinetic  systems 
previously  using  infrared1  and  ultraviolet2  absorption  spectroscopy.  These  techniques  require 
the  use  of  long  path  lengths,  which  introduces  difficulties  in  reactant  preparation,  or  relatively 
high  CH3  concentrations,  which  leads  to  interference  from  radical-radical  reactions.  We  are 
developing  resonance-enhanced  multiphoton  ionization  (REMPI)  as  a  concentration  probe  for 
CH3  under  typical  laboratory  kinetic  conditions.  The  methyl  radical  is  ionized  via  the  3p  2A2" 
state  resonance  at  333.4  nm,  as  discussed  by  Hudgens  et  al.3,  using  the  fundamental  output  of 
an  excimer-pumped  dye  laser  focussed  by  a  30-cm  f.l.  lens.  The  electron  current  produced  is 
collected  by  a  pair  of  parallel  plates  biased  at  -300Y,  amplified  and  detected  using  a  gated 
integrator.  Using  C1I3I  photolysis  at  266  nm  as  a  source  of  methyl  radicals  to  characterize 
the  system,  we  are  able  to  detect  kinetically  useful  concentrations  of  CH3  at  pressures  up  to 
50  Torr  of  He.  At  5  Torr  total  pressure,  our  limit  of  detection  of  CHS  in  this  system  is 
~2  x  10u  cm'3.  We  will  report  kinetic  measurements  of  CH3  as  a  product  of  the  reaction  of 
F  atoms  with  CH4.  Studies  of  the  reaction,  O  +  C2H4,  are  underway  and  we  will  present  the 
results  available  from  this  system. 

References: 

1)  G.A.  Laguna  and  S.L.  Oaughcuni,  Chem.  Phys.  Lett.,  &$,  568  (1982) 

2)  M.T.  Macpherson,  M.J.  Pilling  and  M.J.C.  Smith,  Chem.  Phys.  Lett.,  24,  430  (1983) 

3)  I.W.  Hudgens,  T.G.  DiGiuseppe  and  M.C.  Lin,  J.  Chem.  Phys.,  22,  571  (1983) 
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j  Intracavity  Detection  Applied  to  Reaction  Rate  Measurements* 

? 

J.  E.  Allen.  Jr.  and  W.  D.  Brobst+ 

|  Astrochemistry  Branch,  NASA,  Goddard  Space  Flight  Center 

Greenbelt,  MD,  USA  20771 

i 

i  Intracavity  laser  detection  of  atoms  and  molecules  was  first 

\  observed  over  fifteen  years  ago  '  and  has  steadily  matured  as  a 

spectroscopic  tool.  However,  it  has  seen  only  limited  use  in 
chemical  kinetics,  despite  its  demonstrated  sensitivity  and 

,  obvious  applicability  for  the  detection  of  weakly  absorbing  or 

predi3sociated  species.  Previous  kinetic  studies  3,4,5  were 

performed  with  pulsed  lasers  which  are  inherently  less  sensitive 

than  cw  lasers  for  intracavity  detection.  In  addition  these 

experiments  were  performed  for  radial  species  in  a  static  cell 

which  complicated  the  kinetics  and  therefore  the  rate 

measurement.  As  a  consequence  while  these  measurements  are  in 

good  agreement  with  each  other,  they  are  all  lower  than  the 

recommended  value.6  To  demonstrate  the  applicability  and 

accuracy  of  cw  intracavity  absorption,  we  measured  the  rate  for 

the  termolecular  reaction  NO  +  NO  +  02  -*  2N02>  Thi3  reaction  is 

ideal  since  it  has  a  wall  know  rate  and  can  appropriately  be 

performed  in  a  static  cell.  Because  the  reactants  are  stable 

,  molecules,  concentration  can  easily  and  accurately  be  measured 

j  with  a  capacitance  manometer.  The  product  is  stable,  thereby 

|  making  calibration  of  the  detection  system  straightforward,  and 

t 

I 

I 
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secondary  reactions  are  slow  enough  not  to  unduly  complicate  the 
measurement. 

The  intracavity  spectrometer  was  built  around  a  commercially 
available  folded  cavity  dye  laser  which  was  optically  pumped  by 
the  514.5  nm  line  of  an  argon  ion  laser.  The  dye  laser  cavity 
was  extended  to  1.8  m  by  removing  the  standard  output  coupler  and 
placing  a  new  output  coupler  at  an  appropriate  distance  from  the 
dye  laser  housing.  Cavity  tuning  was  accomplished  by  laterally 
translating  a  coated  wedge.  A  cell  0.5  m  long,  which  had  wedged 
windows  mounted  on  arms  cut  a  Brewster's  angle,  was  placed  inside 
the  cavity  and  connected  to  a  vacuum  system.  Pressure 
measurements  were  made  with  capacitance  manometers.  The  output 
from  the  extended  cavity  laser  was  directed  to  a  0.75  m  focal 
length  monochromator  and  detected  with  a  photomultiplier  tube. 

The  PMT  signal  was  processed  by  an  electrometer  and  subsequently 
displayed  on  a  strip  chart  recorder. 

Since  the  reaction  was  to  be  followed  by  monitoring  the 
appearance  of  the  NO,  product,  the  system  was  calibrated  by 
accurately  metering  varying  quantities  of  N02  into  the  cell  and 
measuring  the  depth  of  the  resultant  hole  produced  in  the  dye 
(laser  output  profile.  Plots  of  this  apparent  absorbance  vs. 
absorber  concentration  were  linear  over  a  substantial  range, 
indicating  a  Beer  -  Lambert  law  type  of  relationship. 
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Kinetic  experiments  were  performed  with  NO  in  excess  of  02 
which  can  be  shown  to  be  a  pseudo  first  order  condition. 

Analysis  indicated  that  N02  absorbance  is  a  linear  function  of 
time;  a  plot  of  N02  absorbance  vs.  time  in  fact  yielded  a 
straight  line  whose  slope  is  related  to  the  desired  rate.  A 
number  of  experiments  were  performed  for  various  laser  powers, 
reactant  concentrations  and  absorption  transitions.  From  these 

experiments  the  rate  was  determined  to  be  (2.4  +  0.4)  x  10  cm 
-2  -1 

molec  sec  which  is  an  excellent  agreement  with  the 

—  30  6  —9  —1  7 

recommended  rate  or  (2  +  1)  x  10  cm  molec  sec  .  This 
clearly  demonstrates  the  utility  of  intracavity  absorption  for 
chemical  kinetic  studies. 

*  Work  supported  by  the  NASA  Upper  Atmosphere  Program. 

+  NASA  Graduate  Student  Researcher  from  Johns  Hopkins  University 
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ON  THE  ERRORS  OP  ARRHENIUS  PARAMETERS  AND  ESTIMATED  RATE 
CONSTANT  VALUES 

Karoly  Heberger,  Sandor  Kemeny1  and  Tamils  Vldoczy 
Central  Research  Institute  for  Chemistry  of  the  Hungarian 
Academy  of  Sciences,  H-1525  Budapest,  Pf.  17.  Hungary 

Department  of  Chemical  Engineering,  Technical  University 
of  Budapest,  Budapest,  Hungary 

Papers  on  chemical  kinetics  usually  present  numberical 
values  of  rate  coefficients  (determined  over  a  range  of  tem¬ 
perature)  described  by  some  form  of  Arrhenius-type  equation. 

Though  several  papers  suggest  correct  and  useful  methods  for 

1-3 

the  fitting  procedure  and  for  calculating  the  uncertainties  , 
these  methods  are  not  universally  utilized.  Our  aim  was  to  show 
the  effect  of  possible  errors,  and  to  emphasize  the  statisti¬ 
cally  correct  way  of  data  presentation. 

1 .  Two-parameter  problem  using  the  equation  k=A»exp(B/T) 

The  problem  to  be  solved  is  the  minimization  of 
N  .  o 

F  =  w±  [k±  -  A*exp(B/T. )  ]z  ( 1 ) 

where  k.^  is  the  measured  rate  coefficient  at  temperature  T^, 
w^  is  the  statistical  weight  of  the  i-th  measurement,  N  is  the 
number  of  measurements  and  A  and  B  are  the  two  parameters  to 
be  determined.  The  possibilities  for  the  determination  of  the 

4 

two  parameters  are  well  known  (e.g.  by  solving  the  normal  equ¬ 
ation  3F/3A  =  0,  3F/3B  =0) .  All  the  necessary  information  about 
the  uncertainties  of  the  fit  can  be  found  in  the  covariance 
matrix 

COV(A.B)  =  S2*g_1  (2) 

2 

where  S  =  F/(N~2)  and  the  elements  of  matrix  g  are  defined  in 


the  following  way: 
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3k.  2 
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3k1  3^ 

gA,U  ~%,A=  E  Wi  dF  m~ 


8k  2 

%<B=  E  Wi(DiT)  (3) 


A 

where  means  the  estimated  rate  coefficient  at  T^.  The  best 

estimate  of  the  variance  of  k^  is  given  by 

„  d£,  2  3k.  3k.  Bk.  2 

Var(ki)  =  (3A_>  °°VA,A  +  2  wT  dIT  °°VA,B  +  (DB~)  °°VB,B  (4) 

As  the  off-diagonal  element  of  COVfA.B)  is  always  negative,  the 
uncertainty  of  the  rate  coefficient  will  be  always  overestimated 
if  the  full  covariance  matrix  is  not  taken  into  account. 

To  illustrate  the  difference  between  giving  only  the  di¬ 
agonal  elements  of  COV ( A JJl  (thus  defining  a  rectangular  box 
in  the  parameter  space),  or  giving  the  full  covariance  matrix 
(which  defines  an  ellipse)  we  plotted  the  contour  map  of  F  for 

a  simulated  set  of 
data  in  Fig.  1.  It 
can  be  seen  that 
the  ellipse  is  a 
good  approximation 
to  a  section  of  the 
true  error  surface. 

A,' lo",  cm3  -inolct."'  ■  s“' 
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The  importance  of  correct  weighting  should  be  emphasized. 

2 

Theoretically  w^=1/«i  where  o^,  is  the  standard  deviation  of 
k^ .  If  the  linearized  problem  is  solved  using 

F'  =  £  w£(ln  ^  -  In  A  -B/Ti)2,  then  w'=Wj/k2  should  be  applied. 
Inappropriate  weighting  can  result  in  not  only  the  overestima¬ 
tion  of  uncertainties,  but  also  biased  estimated  mean  values, 
as  can  be  seen  from  Table  1,  where  the  results  of  20  simulated 


fittings  are  summarized;  Table  1 

Parameter  True  value  Average  value  obtained  in  fitting  with 

correct  weighting  incorrect  weighting 
A  2*10~10  2,0062 >10"10  2,3328-10_1° 

B  -620  -620,05  ,  -671,52 

2.  Three-paramoter  problem  using  the  equation  k=A- T0- exp  (B/T) 
Due  to  the  presence  of  a  third  parameter  (n) ,  the  corre¬ 
lation  between  the  parameters  i3  even  more  pronounced.  There¬ 
fore,  a  physically  meaningful  estimation  of  all  three  param- 
2 

oters  is  impossible.  Our  work  was  aimed  to  show  how  the  er-: 
rors  of  measurement  can  influence  the  calculated  parameters. 
Using  simulated  measurements  with  known  errors,  we  will  present 
data  sets  in  with  the  calculated  parameters  hardly  resemble  the 
input  values.  In  one  set  where  the  rate  coefficients  were  cal¬ 
culated  exactly  (i.e.  contained  no  error),  but  one  k^  had  an 
error  of  15,  the  calculated  A  factor  deviated  50%  from  its 
true  value.  All  these  simulations  indicated  that  the  error  of 
measurement  has  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  determination  of 
the  parameter  value.  Nevertheless,  if  the  aim  of  the  fitting 
is  to  interpolate  or  extrapolate  the  rate  coefficient  value, 
the  three-parameter  fitting  is  the  best  possible  solution,  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  uncertainty  of  the  estimated  rate  coefficient  is 
given  in  accordance  with  Eq.  (2-4)  applied  for  the  three  param¬ 
eter  case. 

For  the  estimation  of  activation  parameters  A  and  B  the 
value  of  "n”  should  be  constrained  on  the  basis  of  theoretical 

considerations,  and  this  is  followed  by  a  two-parameter  fitting. 

1. K.J.  CVLTANOVIC ;  D.  L.  SINGLETON ;  G .  PARASK0V0P0UL0S  :  J .  Phy  s .  Chan.  83 , 50 (1 979 ) 

2. K.-M.JD0NG;K.-3.IISU;J.B.JEFFRIES;F.KAUPT-lAN;J.Phys.Chan.  88,1222(1984) 

3. J.C.I0PEZ;S.C.MAPCU;F.C.GABCIA;Inqeneria  Quimica (Madrid) 13,  147(1981) 

4.  D.M.HIM>’i;rU[AU:  Process  Analysis  by  Statistical  Methods,  Giapter  6. 

1 76-2CO  pp.  John  Wiley  &  Sons,  Inc.  New  York.  1970 
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The  National  Bureau  of  Standards  Chemical  Kinetics  Data  Base 

John  T.  Herron  and  Robert  J.  Cvetanovic 
Chemical  Kinetics  Division 

National  Bureau  of  Standards,  Gaithersburg,  Maryland,  20874  USA 

The  need  for  large  scale  chemical  kinetic  data  bases  for  use 
in  computer  simulation  studies  of  complex  chemical  phenomena  such 
as  combustion,  atmospheric  chemistry  and  plasma  chemistry  has 
focussed  attention  on  the  mechanics  of  developing  such  data  bases 
as  well  as  the  more  general  problem  of  data  evaluation.  At  MBS  we 
have  been  working  on  the  development  ot  a  data  base  for  gas  phase 
chemical  reactions.  The  initial  area  of  application  is  combustion 
chemistry,  but  the  goal  is  to  provide  coverage  for  the  whole 
range  of  gas  phase  reactions. 

A  data  base  starts  with  the  identification  and  acquisition 
ot  relevant  articles  from  the  archival  literature  followed  by  the 
abstracting  and  entry  of  numerical  data  into  the  data  base.  The 
design  of  the  data  base  management  system  is  a  crucial  element  in 
the  effectiveness  of  the  system.  The  NBS  data  base  management 
system  uses  five  functionally  and  logically  interrelated  data 
bases  to  handle  chemical  kinetic  data: 

DB  CHEM  (dictionary  of  chemical  species)  identifies  reactant  or 
product  chemical  species  through  the  use  ot  unique  identifiers. 
Each  species  is  assigned  a  CHEM  Access  Number,  and  is  described 
by  the  Chemical  Abstractr  Service  chemical  name  and  registration 
number,  common  synonyms,  molecular  formula  in  a  standard  order  ot 
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arrangement,  and  an  assigned  isomer  index  number. 

DB  RDIC  (dictionary  of  chemical  reactions)  identifies  chemical 
reactions  through  the  use  of  search  codes  automatically  generated 
from  CHEM  Access  Numbers.  Each  reaction  Is  assigned  an  RDIC 
Access  Number. 

DB  KDAT  (kinetic  data)  contains  the  values  of  kinetic  parameters 
for  individual  reactions  identified  by  their  RDIC  Access  Numbers. 
DB  BIBB  (bibliography)  contains  the  bibliographic  citations  to 
the  data  and  can  be  searched  by  author,  year,  journal,  etc. 

DB  JRNS  (chemical  journals)  contains  information  on  the  standard 
abbreviations  used  for  journals. 

These  five  data  bases  are  supported  by  various  application 
programs  to  allow  easy  searching  and  updating  of  the  numerical 
data  base. Searching  strategies  can  be  based  on  chemical  species, 
classes  of  reactant  or  product  species,  or  kind  of  data 
texperimental-,  theoretical,  etc.). 

A  primary  objective  of  the  data  base  design  Is  to  allow 
flexibility  in  output  format  based  on  a  simple  input  format 
procedure.  Table  1  is  an  example  of  an  output  formatted  data 
sheet  which  accurately  reflects  the  input  format. 

The  data  evaluation  activities  of  the  Chemical  Kinetics  Data 
Center  are  concerned  primarily  with  the  general  area  of 
combustion  chemistry.  Because  of  the  wide  range  of  temperature 
and  pressure  encountered  in  combustion  systems.  evaluation 
requires  not  only  an  examination  of  the  validity  of  reported 
data,  but  also  the  use  of  a  theoretical  framework  for  fitting  and 
extrapolating  the  data.  Examples  of  data  evaluation  in  the  form 
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ot  data  sheets  tor 
system  will  be  shown 
Table 

Reaction,  Reference  Coda  and  Notes 


individual  reactions  in  the  methane 
(Tsang  and  Hampson,  1986). 

1.  Example  or'  Input  Data  Format 


Ph-  Data  Temp,  k,k/k(ref), 
a*  type  A,A/A(ref) 


ox i da t ion 


B,  k, A  k  err. 
B-B(ref)  units  factor 


OH  +  0  -*  H  +  02 

Hydroxyl  +  Oxygen  atom 

63  BRU/SCH2  G  EX  296  (1.87*0.30)(13)  2 

Reaction  of  OB  radicals  with  0  atom  in  a 
fast-flow  raactor.  Laser-magnetic  resonance, 

Reaonanc a- fluorescence.  Resonance ‘absorption. 

P  “  1-3  Torr.(He,  or  Ar) 

83  TEM  G  EX  296  (4.0±1.2)(13)  -  -  2 

Reaction  of  Hydroxyl  radicals  with  0  atoms 
by  Far-Infrared  Laser-Magnetic-Resonance 
Spectrometry. 


OH  +  1I02  -  1I20  +  02 

Hydroxyl  +  Hydroperoxo 

83  SCH  0  EX  208  (4,4610.12X13)  -  -  2 

R. action  of  OH  with  110  in  a  faat-flow  r«- 
2 

ector.  Laser-magnetic  resonance.  Rosonance- 
fluorescence.  Resonance-absorption. 

P  "  1-5  Torr.  (He,  or  Ar) 

83  T£M  G  EX  296  (4.011.2(13)  -  -  2 

Reaction  of  Hydroxyl  radicals  with  Hydro¬ 
peroxo  radicals  by  Far-Infrared  Laser-Magne- 
tlc-Resonance  Spectrometry. 


OH  +  H202  -  1102  +  H20 

Hydroxyl  +  Hydrogen  peroxide 


83  IAM/M0L  1)  G  EX  2*1-413  (*.22tl.20)(  4)  2.5  -838186  2 

83  LAM/MOL  X)  G  EX  284  (1.0810.18X12)  -  -  2 

l)  Reaction  of  OH  with  HO  in  e  Pyrex  re¬ 
action  call.  Flash-photolysis.  Resonance- 
fluorescance.  OH  radicals  ganarated  by  Flash- 

photolysia  of  HO,  or  HONO  .  Curvad 
2  2  -  2 

Arrhenius  plot.  P(H  O  )  -  0.7-1. 2  lorr. 

P(HONO^)  -  3-10  Torr.  P(He>  -  760  torr. 

83  TEM  0  EX  296  (1.0±0.2(12)  -  -  2 

Reaction  of  Hydroxyl  radicals  with  Hydro¬ 
gen  peroxide  by  Far-Infrared  Laser-Magnetlc- 
Resonance  Spectrometry. 
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SPECTROSCOPY  OF  H02  AND  CHjOj  RADICALS  AND 
THE  KINETICS  OF  THEIR  MUTUAL  REACTION 


K.  McADAM.  H.  FORGES.  tnd  B.  VEYRET 
LABORATOIRE  DE  CHIMIE  PHYSIQUE  A 
UNIVERSITEDE  BORDEAUX  1 
33405  .  TALENCE .  CEDEX .  FRANCE 


lNTSODUCriOll: 

The  reactions  of  peroxy  radicals  play  an  important  role  in  atmospheric 
and  combustion  chemistry.  For  example,  the  competition  between  NO  and 
H02  for  methyl  peroxy  radicals  is  known  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 

factors  determining  the  rate  of  production  of  ozone  in  the  troposphere. 
While  there  have  been  macy  kinetic  studies  of  the  reactions  of  these 
radicals,  in  particular  the  self -reactions  of  CH302  and  H02  radicals*,  there 

is  a  need  for  another  direct  determination  of  the  rate  constant  for  the 
cross  reaction: 

ch3o2  +  ho2  — >  ch3ooh  +  o2 

The  only  direct  study,  by  Cox  and  Tyndall  *  revealed  a  reaction  with  a 
large  negative  temperature  coefficient,  similar  to  that  of  the  H02  *  H02 

reaction,  and  a  room  temperature  rate  constant  of  6.0  x  lO'*^ 
cm^moIecules'V*  at  760  Torr  pressure.  However,  recent  work  by 
Moortgat  et  al}  ,  and  the  product  analysis  results  of  Kan  et  al.  ,  produced 
values  of  3.7  x  10’*^  and  1.3  x  10’*^  cm^  molecules’* s'*  respectively.  In 
view  of  the  importance  of  this  reaction  and  of  this  disagreement,  we  have 
started  a  detailed  study  of  this  reaction. 

EXPERIMENTAL: 

AH  experiments  have  been  carried  out  using  our  flash  photolysis-U.V. 
absorption  apparatus.  Reactant  gas  mixtures  flow  through  a  thermostated 
Pyrex  reaction  cell.  H02  and  CH302  radicals  are  produced  by  competition 

between  CH30H  and  CH4,  respectively,  for  the  Cl  atoms  generated  by 
flashing  Cl2  /  CH30H  /  CH4  /  02  /  N2  mixtures.  The  analysing  beam  ( from 
a  D2  lamp  )  passes  through  the  ceil, via  quartz  windows,  and  impinges  onto 

a  monochromator  .  The  signal  from  the  photomultiplier  is  fed  through  a 
transient  recorder  to  a  microcomputer  for  accumulation  and  subsequent 
analysis  by  computer  simulations. 


RESULTS: 


There  have  been  a  number  of  studies  pf  the  U.V.  spectra  of  the  two 
radicals.  While  there  is  good  agreement  on  the  shape  and  magnitude  of  the 
H02  spectrum,  there  is  some  uncertainty  over  the  magnitude  of  the  CH3O2 


spectrum^.  For  example,  at  250nm  the  values  available  for  O'  range  from 


2.5  to  5.0  x  10 


cm^ molecule 


-1 


We  therefore  started  our  study  by 


determining  the  spectra  of  H02  and  CH^  oyer  the  wavelength  range  200 


-  270  nm. 

By  using  the  same  conditions  of  flash  intensity  and  Cl?  concentration, 


for  each  of  the  radical  sources,  we  were  able  to  obtain  spectra  for  the  two 
radicals  (  fig.  1  )%  with  an  absolute  measurement  of  their  relative 
cross-sections.  The  CT-axis  scale  was  obtained  by  normalising  our  value  at 
210nm  for  H02  to  the  value  given  in  the  latest  NASA  report*. 


FlS,  1  I  U.Y,  SHCJfSK  Of  CHjOj  AMD  IK^. 


Separate  studies  of  the  CH^C^  +  CH^  and  H02  +  H02  reactions  gave 

rate  constants  consistent  with  the  results  of  previous  workers.  Analysis  of 
results  from  the  CH^C^  +  H02  reaction  reveal  that  the  reaction  has  a 
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pressure  dependant  component  ( fig.2  ).  Our  present  values,  between  100 
and  600  torr,  lead  to  a  preliminary  expression  for  the  rate  constant,  at 
298K,  of 

k-  4.3  xlO'12  +  6.7  x  lO'^2  xEMT  cm^  molecule'1  s' 1  , 
although  the  value  from  400  Torr  up  to  atmospheric  pressure  appears  to 
be  constant  at  (5.5  -  0.5)  1 10'1?  cm^molecule'V1,  in  agreement  with  the 
value  of  Cox  and  Tyndall.  Further  experiments  are  currently  underway  to 
provide  more  Information  about  the  temperature  and  water  vapour 
dependencies  of  this  reaction. 
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Figure  2:  Variation  or  k  with  total  pressure 
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THE  KINETICS  OF  HYDROXYL  RADICAL  REACTIONS  WITH  ALKANES 
STUDIED  UNDER  ATMOSPHERIC  CONDITIONS 


S  J  HARRIS  and  J  A  KERR 


Department  of  Chemistry 
University  of  Birmingham 
Birmingham  BIS  2TT 
ENGLAND 


ABSTRACT 

A  photolytic  flow  system  has  been  constructed  to  study  the  reactions  of 
hydroxyl  radicals  under  tropospheric  conditions  (synthetic  air  mixture  at 
atmospheric  pressure)  and  over  a  range  of  atmospherically  relevant 
temperatures  (-30  to  +S0°C) .  The  hydroxyl  radicals  were  generated  from  the 
photolysis  of  methyl  nitrite  in  the  presence  of  added  nitric  oxide  and  they 
have  been  reacted  with  pairs  of  alkanes.  The  relative  rates  of  the  two 
hydroxyl-alkane  reactions  were  monitored  by  following  the  rates  of  decay 
of  the  alkanes. 

These  reactions  have  been  studied  to  provide  additional  data  on  the 
temperature  coefficients  of  OH  +  alkane  reactions,  which  will  enable  the 
development  of  more  sophisticated  bond  additivity  schemes  for  the  rate 
constants  of  these  reactions,  which  are  needed  in  computer  modelling  of 
tropospheric  systems. 
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RATE  CONSTANT  AND  MECHANISM  OF  THE  REACTION  OH+HCOOH 

G.S.  Jolly,  D.J.  McKenney,  D.L.  Singleton,  G»  Paraskevopoulos 
and  A.R.  Bossard,  Division  of  Chemistry,  National  Research 
Council  of  Canada,  Ottawa,  Canada,  K1A  0R9. 

Formic  acid  consisting  of  mixtures  of  monomer  and  dimer  was 
photolysed  at  222  nm  using  a  pulsed  KrCl  excimer  laser.  The 
monomer  yields  OH  with  a  quantum  yield  0(OH)'“1.OO±O.O8,  whereas 
the  dimer  does  not  yield  OH.  This  Indicates  that  the  dominant, 
If  not  the  only,  path  of  photolysis  of  the  monomer  is, 

HCOOH+hv  - *  OH+HCO. 

The  kinetics  of  the  subsequent  reaction  of  OH  with  the  monomer 

and  dimer  of  formic  acid  was  studied  at  296K  by  following  the 

I 

pseudo-first-order  decay  of  OH,  (HCOOH)>>{OH],  by  time  resolved 
resonance  absorption  at  308.2  nm.  Pseudo-first-order  rate  con¬ 
stants,  kj,  were  obtained  for  a  range  of  formic  acid  pressures 
from  the  slopes  of  linear  plots  of  ln(tOH)/[OH]o)  against  time. 
The  apparatus  and  technique  have  been  described  before.1 

A  plot  of  kj  against  the  concentration  of  formic  acid, 
{monomer+dlmer ] ,  is  shown  in  figure  1,  and  is  clearly  non 
linear,  indicative  of  different  rates  of  reaction  of  the  monomer 
and  dimer  of  formic  acid  with  OH.  The  values  of  the  second- 
order  rate  constants,  for  the  reactions  of  OH  with  the  monomer, 
k2 ,  and  the  dimer,  k3,.  were  obtained  by  non-linear  least  squares 
fitting  of  equation  I  to  the  data  in  fig.  1. 

kj  =  kgfmonomer J+k3(dimer  ]  (I) 
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where  the  concentrations  of  the  monomer  end  dimer  were  calcu¬ 
lated  at  each  pressure  of  formic  acid  from  the  literature  value 
of  the  equilibrium  constant,  K=(IICOOH)2/(HCOOH)2 ,  taken  at  296K 
as  K=1 .09xl0“7  mol/cm3.  The  resulting  values  in  cm3/mol  s  at 
the  95%  confidence  intervals  are:  k2=(2.95±0.07)xl01 1  and 
k3=0±0.15)xl01 1 .  Our  value  is  in  excellent  agreement  with  the 
recent  value  of  Wine  et  al , 2  (2.78±0.47)xl0> 1 ,  but  is  ~50% 
greater  than  the  value  of  Zetzsch  and  Stuhl.3  There  was  no 
significant  concentration  of  dimer  in  both  previous  studies 
because  of  the  very  low  pressures  of  formic  acid. 

Computer  simulations  of  experiments  with  0.5  torr  of  02 
indicate  that  H-atoms  are  formed  during  the  reaction  in  agree¬ 
ment  with  ref.  2.  Our  results  and  those  of  ref.  2,  i.e.,  a) 
dimer  much  less  reactive  than  monomer,  b)  rate  constant  essen¬ 
tially  constant  from  298  to  430K,2  and  c)  little  isotope  effect 
for  DC00II,2  are  consistent  with  a  complex  mechanism  in  which  H 
is  preferentially  abstracted  from  the  OH  rather  than  the  CH  bond 
of  the  acid,  despite  its  being  ~14  keal/mol  stronger.  The 
resulting  HC00  radical  dissociates  to  H+C02.  A  BEBO  calculation 
indicates  an  activation  energy  of  1-2  keal/mol  less  for  abstrac¬ 
tion  from  the  OH  bond  compared  to  the  CH  bond.  The  lower 
activation  energy  may  be  attributed  to  reversible  formation  of  a 
hydrogen  bonded  adduct  between  OH  and  formic  acid,  followed  by 
transfer  of  the  hydroxylic  hydrogen  in  the  adduct. 
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THE  REACTIONS  OF  HYDROXYL  RADICALS  WITH  AROMATIC  COMPOUNDS 
D.L.Baulch,  l.M. Campbell  and  S.M. Saunders 

Department  of  Physical  Chemistry,  University  of  Leeds,  U.K. 

Rate  constants  for  the  gas  phase  reactions  of  the  hydroxyl  radical 
with  aromatic  hydrocarbons  are  of  fundamental  importance  for  modelling  the 
chemistry  of  polluted  urban  atmospheres,  combustion  processes,  and  soot 
formation. 

In  the  present  study  rate  constants  for  the  reaction  of  OH  with 
benzene  (1),  indane  (II)  and  indene  (III)  were  measured  at  295K  and  over 
the  pressure  range  0.30  -  4.76  Torr. 


I  II  III 


Experimental 

A  conventional  fast-flow  discharge  system  was  used.  OH  was 

generated  by  the  fast  reaction  of  H  atoms  with  NO,  and  changes  in  OH 

concentration  were  monitored  by  resonance  fluorescence  using  microwave- 

powered  discharge  lamps.  Helium  was  used  as  the  carrier  gas. 

All  of  the  reactions  were  studied  under  pseudo-first  order  conditions. 

Concentrations  of  OH  were  in  the  range  1 . 1  x  10  10  -  2.5  x  JO  9  mol  dm  3 

-9  -7  -3 

and  of  the  aromatic  compounds  in  the  range  1  x  10  -  6  x  10  mol  dm 

The  possible  effects  of  potential  competing  reactions  of  radicals  produced 
in  t.-.j  reaction  were  checked  by  computer  simulation.  Values  of  the 
pseudo-iiiSt  order  rate  constant,  k1  ,  were  obtained  from  the  temporal 
decays  of  (OH).  Plots  of  k*  versus  (Aromatic)  were  linear,  the  slope 
yielding  the  second  order  rate  constant,  and  all  gave  intercepts,  kw  , 
which  agreed  with  the  independently  measured  values  of  the  wall  decay 
•.....-'stant. 
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Results  and  Discussion 

The  measured  values  of  the  second  order  rate  constant  are  shown 


in  Table  1. 

Table 

_1 

Compound 

o 

1 

CO 

k/dm 

3  ,-l  -1 

mol  s 

Pressure/Torr 

Benzene 

0.321 

± 

0.027 

0.45 

0.879 

± 

0.045 

1.17 

2.18 

± 

0.27 

2.91 

3.13 

± 

0.18 

4.76 

Indane 

54.4 

± 

8.0 

0.3 

56.9 

± 

8.4 

1.2 

Indene 

68.4 

± 

10.0 

0.24 

99.4 

± 

11.5 

0.42 

207.0 

± 

30.0 

1.14 

Benzene 

307.0 

± 

46.0 

1.81 

The  rate  constant  for  reaction  with  benzene  is  pressure  dependent 
as  would  be  expected  if  the  reaction  involves  primarily  addition  to  the 
ring  followed  by  decomposition  or  collisional  stabilization  of  the  adduct. 
The  dependence  on  pressure  is  linear  within  experimental  error  over  the 
range  studied  and  linear  extrapolation  to  zero  benzene  concentration 
yields  only  a  very  small  intercept  on  the  ordinate  suggesting  little,  if 
any,  contribution  from  abstraction  pathways. 

The  values  of  k  obtained  are  significantly  lower  (factor  of  1. 5-2.0) 
than  obtained  in  the  only  other  comparable  work  by  others  overlapping  the 
pressure  range  studied  here.  In  that  work,  by  flash  photolysis,  the  bath 
gas  used  was  argon  and  the  work  did  not  extend  to  as  low  a  pressure  as  the 


present  study. 


When  unimolecular  reaction  rate  theory  is  applied  to  the  present 
results  together  with  those  obtained  by  others  at  high  pressures  the  outcome 
suggests  that  the  high  pressure  limiting  value  for  k  is  larger  than  hitherto 
suggested  and  at  the  highest  pressures  used  (600  Torr.)  the  reaction  is 
still  far  from  its  high  pressure  limit. 

Indane 

The  reaction  with  indane  was  studied  at  only  two  pressures  but  the 
constancy  of  k  over  this  range  suggests  that  the  reaction  mechanism 
involves  hydrogen  abstraction  from  the  five  raembered  ring  rather  than 
addition.  The  high  value  of  k  is  comparable  with  values  for  abstraction 
from  other  polycyclic  compounds. 

Indene 

The  results  for  indene  also  show  a  pressure  dependent  k.  If  plots 
of  k  versus  (Indene]  are  extrapolated  linearly  to  zero  indene  concentration 
a  substantial  intercept  is  obtained  suggesting  that  both  pressure  dependent 
and  pressure  independent  pathways  are  operative  corresponding  to  addition 
and  abstraction.  However  such  an  interpretation  can  only  be  tentative 
since  the  existin  -  are  too  sparse  to  be  sure  that  a  linear 
interpretation  is  vaiid . 

The  high  values  of  k  obtained  for  the  pressure  dependent  pathway 
suggest  that  addition  is  occurring  at  the  double  bond  in  the  five  membered 
ring  which  is  behaving  as  an  olefin  rather  than  part  of  the  aromatic 


system. 
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KEASUREKEHT  OP  THE  RATB  COISTAJT  OF  THE  RBACTIOI  OH  +  IhS  -->  PRODUCTS 
1*  THE  RADGE  243-473  K  BT  DISCHARGE  PLOV  LASER  1RDQCED  FLUORESCEHCB 

P.  DEVOLDER  -  C.  LAFAGB  -  L.R.  SOCHBT 
Labarataire  do  ClnAtlque  et  Cblaie  de  la  Coabustiun. 

UA  CMKS  876.  \Inlverslt6  des  Sciences  et  Techniques  de  Lille. 

59655  Vllleneuve  d'Ascq  Cedex.  France. 

The  reaction  1,  OH  +  HaS - >  US  +  HaO  Id  an  important  step  in  the 

conbustlon  process  of  fossil  fuels  and  is  believed  to  represent  u  najor 
sink  for  flaS  in  earth’s  atmosphere.  In  contradiction  to  older  measurements, 
recent  aeasureaents  of  ki  suggested  the  existence  of  an  unexpected  ainlaun 
of  the  rate  constant  near  rooa  temperature,  which  is  difficult  to  interpret 
on  the  basis  of  a  staple  abstraction  mechanism.  Ve  have  performed  a  new 
investigation  of  the  reaction  1  in  the  range  243-473  K  with  the  discharge 
flow  technique  associated  with  the  sensitive  detection  of  OH  by  laser 
induced  fluorescence.  Our  results  confirm  the  existence  of  a  flat  miniaun  of 
ki  in  the  range  263  -  296  K  :  k,  =  (30 1  8)  10_,»  cmJs"’  with  u  slight 
Increase  towards  larger  temperatures. 


Reactions  of  OH  Radicals  with  Reduced  Sulphur  Ccrrpounds 


I.  Barnes,  V.  Bastian  and  K.H.  Becker 
Physikalische  Chemie/FB  9 

Bergische  Universitat-Gesamthochschule  Wuppertal 
D  5600  Wuppertal  1 

Presented  here  are  results  on  the  kinetics  and  products  of  the  react¬ 
ions  of  OH  with  a  number  of  aliphatic  thiols,  aliphatic  sulphides, 
dimethyl  disulphide  jCH^SSCH^,  (DMDS) ,  dimethyl  sulphoxide,  (CH^SO, 
(DMSO),  thiophenol  and  tetrahydrothiophsne.  The  experiments  were  carried 
out  in  glass  reaction  chambers  of  different  volumes  at  1  atm  total 
pressure  and  room  tenperature  using  either  the  photolysis  of  methyl 
nitrate  (CH^ONO)  in  the  presence  of  NO  or  H.,02  as  a  NO^  free  OH  radical 
source.  The  competitive  kinetics  method  was  used  to  determine  the  OH  rate 
constants  and  in  situ  long-path  Fourier  transform  absorption  spectroscopy 
(FTIR)  was  employed  for  the  product  analyses.  Experimental  details  can  be 
found  elsewhere  /l, 2, 3/. 

Experiments  performed  in  1  atm  air  using  the  photolysis  of  CH^ONO 
as  the  OH  source  led  to  erroneously  high  rate  constants  for  all  of  the 
thiols  and  sulphides  investigated  with  the  exception  of  H2S  and  DMDS 
/V.  Recent  work  has  shown  that  radical  chains,  possibly  involving 
oxygenated  CH^S  radicals,  are  responsible  for  the  high  rate  constants 
and  it  has  been  concluded  that  kinetic  studies  by  the  relative  method 
in  the  presence  of  nitric  oxides  will  not  yield  reliable  rate  constants 
for  the  reaction  of  OH  with  thiols  and  sulphides  /2/. 

Because  of  the  above  difficulties  the  rate  constants  for  the  above 
mentioned  reactions  were  determined  in  1  atm  N2  using  the  photolysis 
of  H202  as  the  OH  source.  The  rate  constants  obtained  using  tins  method 
were  in  good  agreement  with  the  available  literature  values  /5/.  Table  1 
lists  the  OH  rate  constants  obtained  for  various  sulphur  compounds. 

When  the  reactions  of  OH  with  the  thiols  were  investigated  in  1  atm 
air  using  H202  as  the  OH  source  the  rate  constants  were  between  20-30% 
higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  constants  determined  in  N2>  Wine  et 
al.  /8/  failed  to  detect  an  02  effect  for  these  reactions  and  secondary 
chemistry  involving  CH.SO  is  probably  responsible  for  the  effect 

J  x  -19  9 

observed  here.  For  DMS  the  rate  constant  rose  fran  (4.4+0.4)xl0  cm  /s 

■  -12  3  ~ 

m  N2  to  (8.  (HQ.  5)  xlO  cm  /s  in  air.  A  small  oxygen  effect  has  been 

reported  for  the  reaction  of  OH  with  DMS  using  an  absolute  method  /6/. 


However,  in  the  present  work  it  is  not  clear  whether  the  observed  increase 
is  due  to  an  oxygen  effect  as  has  been  found  for  OH  +  CS^  /7/  or  is  caused 
by  secondary  chemistry. 

Existing  product  analyses  to  date  of  the  reaction  of  OH  with  thiols 
and  sulphides  have  been  carried  out  in  the  presence  of  relatively  large 
concentrations  of  nitric  oxides  which  are  unrealistic  and  which  could 
influence  the  product  distributions  of  these  reactions.  Under  these  con¬ 
ditions  S02  (<V30%)  and  methane  sulphonic  acid  K50%)  were  observed  to  be 
the  major  products  for  the  reactions  of  OH  with  DMS,  DMDS  and  CH^SH  /5,9/. 

Preliminary  product  analyses  have  been  carried  out  in  this  laboratory 
on  the  reaction  of  OH  with  DMS,  DMSO  and  CHjSH  in  N0X  free  systems  in  air 
using  the  photolysis  of  H202  as  the  Oil  source.  For  DMS  the  yield  of  S02 
was  found  to  be  as  high  as  70+10%.  Dimethyl  sulphone  (DMS02)  was  also 
formed  , however  its  origin  is  not  fully  certain  at  present.  It  is  formed 
partly  in  a  dark  reaction  between  DMS  and  H202  but  the  observed  concent¬ 
ration  can  not  be  explained  solely  by  this  source.  DMSO  was  not  observed 
but  other  products  which  were  qualitatively  identified  included  HCOOH, 

HCHO  and  CO.  After  spectral  stripping  and  an  unidentified  peak  remained 
at  1050  cm  .  The  reaction  of  OH  with  DMS  yielded  DMS02  as  the  major 
product.  For  CHjSH  the  yield  of  S02  was  80%  and  other  products  included 
HCOOH,  HCHO  and  CC  As  for  OH  +  DMS  an  unidentified  peak  was  observed  at 
1050  cm-1.  From  these  results  and  the  product  formation  observed  during 
experiments  on  the  photolysis  of  DMDS  it  can  be  concluded  that  CH^S  and  its 
02  adducts  determine  the  product  spectrum.  In  the  presence  of  NO,  CH3SO 
is  probably  being  formed  leading  subsequently  to  the  formation  of  CH^SO^H. 
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Table  1.  Collected  rate  constants  for  the  reactions  of  OH  radicals  with 
H2S,  aliphatic  thiols  and  sulphides,  Df-DS,  DMSO, thiophenol  and 
tetrahydrothiophene . 


Reactant 

Ref 

* 

H2s 

ethene 

CH3SH 

propene 

c2h5sh 

<1 

n-C3H7SfI 

i“C3H?SH 

n-C4H9SH 

i-C4H9SH 

sec-C4II9SH 

tert-C4HgSH 


C6H11SH 
( 2-methyl-butanethiol) 

C,H,.SH  I  n-hexane 


(ch3)2s 

(C2Il5)2S 

(C3H7>2S. 


CH3SSCH3 


0.52+0.08 
3. 6+0. 4 
4. 5+0. 5 
5. 3+0. 6 
3. 9+0. 4 
5. 6+0. 4 
4. 6+0. 5 
3. 8+0. 6 
2. 9+0. 4 
5. 2+0. 3 

l. 1+0.2 


ethene  420 

0.44+0.04 

•1  II 

1.1+0. 2 

If  II 

1.9+0. 2 

cis-butene  " 

5. 8+2. 3 

trans-butene  11 

21  +2 

- 1 _ i 

3. 3+0. 4 
4. 4+0. 4 
5. 0+0. 7 
3. 6+0. 3 
5. 4+0. 5 
3. 7+0. 5 
3. 1+0. 3 
2. 3+0. 4 
4. 2+0. 5 


*)  H2S,  thiophenol  and  DMSO  were  measured  in  1  atm  air  using  the  photo 
lysis  of  CHjONO  as  the  OH  source  and  the  remainder  were  measured  in 
1  atm  N2  using  the  photolysis  of  ll202  as  the  OH  source. 


REACTIONS  OF  HYDROXYL  RADICALS  WITH  SULPHUR  CONTAINING  COMPOUNDS 


P  Pagsberg  and  0  J  Nielsen 
Ris^  National  Laboratory,  Denmark 

J  Treacy,  L  Nelson  and  H  Sidebottom 
University  College  Dublin,  Ireland 


Biogenic  and  anthropogenic  emissions  of  sulphur  compounds  are  thought 
to  be  about  equal.  In  order  that  the  contribution  of  anthropogenic 
emissions  to  acid  deposition  can  be  precisely  defined  it  is  clear  that 
an  understanding  of  the  natural  sulphur  cycle  is  desirable.  Reduced 
sulphur  compounds  such  as  OS.,,  CH^SCH^  and  CH^SSCH^  2re  considered 

to  be  the  most  Important  biogenic  sources  of  sulphur  in  the  troposphere. 
These  compounds  are  thought  to  be  oxidized  by  homogeneous  reactions 
involving  hydroxyl  radical  initiated  processes,  however  detailed  reaction 
mechanisms  remain  obscure.  Numerous  experimental  studies  have  been 
reported  concerning  the  kinetics  of  these  reactions, however,  there  is 
often  conflict  between  rate  constant  data  determined  using  absolute 
methods  at  low  pressure  and  relative  techniques  under  simulated  atmospheric 
conditions. 

The  reaction  of  hydroxyl  radicals  with  a  number  of  reduced  sulphur 
containing  compounds  have  been  studied  using  both  a  relative  rate  method 
and  by  a  pulsed  radiolysis-kinetic  spectroscopy  technique.  In  the 
relative  rate  measurements  hydroxyl  radicals  were  generated  either  by 
the  photolysis  of  nitrous  acid  or  methyl  nitrite  in  synthetic  air. 


1-32 


The  decay  of  the  sulphur  compounds  was  measured  relative  to  a  reference 

hydrocarbon  and  the  rate  constant  derived  from  the  Integrated  rate  equation. 
In  ( S)  / ( S]  ■  kg/kplnjR]  / | RH)  .It  was  evident  from  the  results  that 

in  all  the  runs  the  concentration  time  data  plotted  in  the  form  of 

the  above  equation  showed  significant  curvature.  Also  the  measured 

rate  of  reaction  of  HO  with  alkyl  sulphides  was  found  to  increase  with 

increases  in  the  concentration  of  added  NO.  Product  analysis  studies 

showed  that,  apart  from  HO  radicals,  a  reaction  product  is  involved 

in  the  removal  of  sulphides  in  static  photolysis  systems  involving 

NOj.  species.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  rate  data  obtained 

from  the  relative  rate  method  using  either  nitrous  acid  or  methyl 

nitrite  as  the  hdyroxyl  radical  source  are  unreliable. 

Absolute  rate  constant  data  for  the  reaction  of  HO  radicals  with  a 
range  of  reduced  sulphur  compounds  have  been  determined  at  atmospheric 
pressure.  Hydroxyl  radicals  were  produced  by  pulse  radiolysis  of 
water  vapour-argon  mixtures  and  the  decay  rate  monitored  by  transient 
light  absorption  at  309  mm.  Under  the  experimental  conditions  used, 

[S]  »  t HO ] o ,  the  hydroxyl  concentration  followed  a  simple 

exponential  decay  over  at  least  three  half-lives.  Rate  constant 
data  obtained  for  a  series  of  alkyl  sulphides  can  be  rationalized 
in  terms  of  a  mechanism  involving  hydrogen  abstraction. 
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RATE  CONSTANTS  FOR  THE  REACTIONS  OF  OD  WITH  DN03  AND  N02 


A.R.  Bossard,  D.L.  Singleton  and  G.  Paraskevopoulos ,  Division  of 
Chemistry,  National  Research  Council  of  Canada,  Ottawa,  Canada, 
K1A  0R9. 

Absolute  rate  constants  for  the  reactions  of  OD  radicals 
with  DNOj  and  N02  have  been  measured  at  297K  and  over  a  range  of 
pressures  of  SF6 .  OD  radicals  were  generated  by  pulsed  laser 
photolysis  of  DN03  at  222  nm  (KrCl  excimer  laser)  and  their 
decay  was  followed  by  time  resolved  resonance  absorption  at 
307.6  nm.  Pseudo-first-order  rate  constants,  k3  ,  for  [DN03]  or 
[ N02 ] > > [OD  ] ,  were  calculated  from  the  slopes  of  linear  plots  of 
In ( [OH J / [OH ]  )  against  time.  Second-order  rate  constants,  k2 , 
were  calculated  from  the  values  of  kj ,  obtained  over  a  range  of 
reactant  concentrations.  The  concentration  of  DN03  was  measured 
in  the  cell  either  manometrically  (when  alone),  or  spectro- 
photometrically  at  210  nm  (in  mixtures  with  SPg).  N02 ,  which 
was  always  present  (0.05  to  0.15%),  or  was  added  in  the  rate 
measurements  of  0D+N02  (2  to  3%),  was  also  measured  in  the  cell 
spectrophotometrically  at  405  nm.  The  apparatus,  technique  and 
treatment  of  the  data  have  been  described  before.1 
0D+DN03 .  Rate  constants  were  measured  over  a  range  of  pressures 
(1.2  to  30  torr)  of  DN03  alone,  and  in  the  presence  of  107  torr 
SFg.  The  values  were  corrected  for  the  contribution  to  the  rate 
constant  of  the  reaction  0D+N02+M.  The  corrections  ranged  from 
5  to  25%  of  the  measured  rates  at  low  pressures  and  from  28  to 


43%  at  107  torr  of  SFg.  The  corrected  values  in  cm3/mol  s  were: 
k(1.2-30  torr)=(5.67i0.75)xl09 ,  and  k(107  torr )=(8.58±0.75)xl03 
where  the  indicated  uncertainties  are  the  95%  confidence 
intervals.  However,  because  the  reaction  is  slow,  small  values 
of  kj  requiring  large  corrections  were  measured  for  the  avail¬ 
able  pressure  range  of  DN03 .  Therefore,  confirmation  of  our 
values  by  different  techniques  should  be  useful. 

The  present  results  show  a  marked  pressure  effect  (51% 
Increase  for  i07  torr  SFg),  in  contrast  to  the  reaction  with 
HN03  for  which  600  torr  of  SFg  increased  the  rate  constant  by 
4 10%  at  room  temperature.1  This  indicates  that  the  reaction 
proceeds  through  an  excited  intermediate  and  is  in  line  with  the 
prediction,  by  Lamb  et  al,2  of  a  weak  pressure  dependence  for 
OH+HNOj  and  a  larger  one  for  OD+DN03 .  Combined  with  our  value 
of  the  rate  constant  of  the  reaction  0H+HN03  (.7 .57t0 .6i)xlOl  0 ) , 1 
our  results  indicate  a  very  large  isotope  effect  for  the 
reaction  of  hydroxyl  radicals  with  nitric  acid,  kj|/kD~13. 
0D+N02+SPg.  The  rate  constant  of  this  reaction  was  needed  in 
order  to  correct  for  its  contribution  to  the  reaction  0D+DN03 
above.  It  was  measured,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  presence  of 
5  to  500  torr  SPg ,  by  adding  N02  to  DN03  so  that  the  reaction 
with  N02  dominates.  The  values  obtained  are  in  good  agreement 
with  those  reported  for  the  reaction  0H+HN03 ,  in  the  same 
pressure  range  of  SFg.3  As  expected  there  is  no  isotope  effect 
for  the  addition  reaction. 
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TIIE  KINETICS  OF  HIE  REACTIONS 
OF  TUB  HYDROXYL  RADICAL  WITH 
MOLECULAR  CHLORINE  AND  BROMINE. 

Razmik  B.  Boodaghiant,  Ian  W.  Hall 
and  Richard  P.  Wsyne*. 

Physical  Chemistry  Laboratory,  South  Parka  Road, 
Oxford,  0X1  3QZ,  England. 


The  rate  constants  for  the  reactions 

OH  +  Cl j  ->H0C1  t  Cl  A!l°98“+4.3kJ  mol-1  (1) 

OH  +  Br2  ->HOBr  +  Br  AH£98*=-38.05kJ  mol"1  (2) 

have  been  measured  over  a  range  of  temperatures  between  2S3X  and  333K  by 
using  a  discharge  flow  resonance  flnorescence  technique. 

The  rate  constant  for  tho  reaction  of  OH  with  Cl2  increases  with 
temperature,  and  the  results  fit  a  simple  Arrhenius  expression.  In 
contrast,  no  significant  temperature  dependence  could  be  detected  for 
the  reaction  of  OH  with  Ur2, 

Experimental . 

In  these  investigations,  the  discharge  flow  method  was  used  to 

generate  U  atoms  which  were  reacted  with  excess  NO  to  produce  Ou.  The 

11  —3 

concentration  of  OU  was  Kept  below  5x10  molecule  cm  to  minimise  the 
offset  of  secondary  reactions.  Time  resolution  was  achieved  by  adding 
the  molecular  halogens  at  different  points  in  the  flow  tube  via  a 
sliding  injector.  The  rate  of  reaction  was  determined  by  monitoring  tho 
pieudo  first  order  decay  of  OH,  using  au  Enl  9757B  photomultiplier  to 
observe  the  resonance  fluorescence  at  308  nm. 

TJie  walls  of  the  Pyrex  flow  tube  and  the  stainless  steel 
fluorescence  cell  were  coated  with  halocarbon  wax  to  minimise  wall 
losses  of  reactive  species.  With  this  coating,  wall  loss  rates  of  Oil 
were  typically  5  to  10  s  Temperature  regulation  was  achieved  by 

circulating  liquid  from  a  themostatically-controlled  reservoir  through 
the  outer  jacket  of  the  flow  tube. 
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Rcsul ts . 

At  293K,  the  rate  constants  for  the  reaction  of  OH  with  Cl^  and  Br2 

ire 


hj  »  (6.84  +  1.01)  x  10-14  cm3molecule-1s-1 

k2  =  (3.36  +  1.23)  x  10-11  cm3 molecule-1 a-1 

These  results  comptre  fivonnbly  with  previously  reported  values  in  the 
literature  [1).  The  Arrhenius  expression  for  the  OH  +  Cl^  reaction 
between  253K  and  333K  is 

k^d.68  +  J *22)xl0-1^exp{-{ 911+373) /T]  cm3  molecule-1!-1. 

For  the  reaction  of  OH  with  Br^,  the  measured  rate  constants  at  various 
temperatures  are 

T It  kj  /  cm3 molecule-1!-1 

262 
273 
293 
303 


As  the  table  shows,  the  rate  constants  are  much  less  dependent  on 
temperature  than  are  those  for  reaction  (1),  and  the  errors  produced  by 
least  squares  fitting  are  correspoudingly  large.  One  may  regard  reaction 
(2)  as  being  temperature  independent  over  the  range  262C  to  303K. 

Discuss  ion. 


<2.05  +  1.18)  x  10-11/ 

(2.45  +  1.01)  x  10-11 

(3.36  +  1.J3)  x  10-11 

(3.03  +  1.40)  x  10-11 


He  believe  these  are  the  first  reported  studies  of  the  temperature 
dependences  of  the  title  reactions.  The  Arrhenius  parameters  presented 
in  this  report  permit  ns  to  investigate  possible  trends  in  reactivity 
between  radicals  and  molecules  that  may  shed  light  on  the  detailed 
mechanism  of  reaction,  as  well  as  offering  predictive  possiblities. 
Zrech  and  HcHadden  [2]  have  found  that  the  activation  energy  is 
inversely  related  to  the  polarizability  of  the  co-reactant  for  several 
different  series  of  radical  reactions.  We  find  evidence  for  such  a 
relationship  in  the  reactions  of  OH  with  the  halogens  111.  We  also  find 
evidence  for  a  correlation  botween  rad  I  cal -mol  ccitl  e  reactivity  amt  the 


electron  affinity  of  the  radical  partner  [13,  a*  previously  suggested  by 
Loewenstein  and  Anderson  [3] . 
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REACTIONS  OF  Oil  RADICALS  WITH  ACETATES  AND  GLYCOLS 

■X 

D.  Hartmann,  D.  RhSsa,  A.  Gedra,  and  R.  Zellner 

Institut  flir  Physikalische  Chemie,  Universitat  Gcittingen, 

3400  Gbttingen,  Fed.  Rep.  of  Germany 

Rate  constants  for  the  reactions  of  hydroxyl  radicals  with 
(1)  n-butyl-acetate ,  (2)  2-ethoxyethanol,  (3)  2-butoxyethanol, 
and  (4)  1-acetoxy-2-ethoxyethane  over  the  temperature  range 
T  =  298  -  516  K  have  been  measured  by  a  combined  laser  photo¬ 
lysis/resonance  fluorescence  (LPRF)  technique.  An  excimer 
laser  (EMG  100,  Lambda  Physik)  was  used  as  a  monochromatic 
light  source  for  the  photolytic  generation  of  OH  from  HNO-j  at 
193  nm  (ArF) .  The  detection  of  OH  was  by  time  resolved  A  -  X 
resonance  fluorescence  excited  by  a  microwave  discharge  of 
H2o  in  Ar.  All  experiments  were  carried  out  under  pseudo- 
first  order  kinetic  conditions  with  the  hydrocarbon  concen¬ 
tration  in  excess  over  OH  (>  10).  Second  order  rate  coeffi¬ 
cients  were  obtained  from  plots  of  h.jst  vs.  the  reagent  con¬ 
centration.  The  results  can  be  represented  by  the  Arrhenius 
expressions: 

k1  (T)  a  (3.1  ±  0.7)  ♦  10-11  exp (-594  i  126/T)  cm3  s-1 

k2  (T)  =  (1.8  ±  0.4)  •  10-11  exp(-120  ±  30/T)  cm3  s-1 

k3  (T)  =  (1.4  ±  0.3)  •  10-11  cm3  s-1 

k4  (T)  =  (3.6  ±  0.8)  •  10-12  exp(383  ±  80/T)  cm3  s-1 

The  rate  constants  at  298  K  have  been  compared  with  semi- 
empirical  predictions  based  on  individual  C-H  bond  reactivi¬ 
ties  (Heicklen,  a))  or  characteristic  group  reactivities 
(Atkinson,  b)).  One  of  these  predictive  techniques  is  based 
on  measured  or  estimated  C-H  bond  dissociation  energies  and 
considers  only  the  effects  of  substituent  groups  or  atoms  on 

on  leave  from  Central  Research  Institute  for  Chemistry, 

Budapest,  Hungary 
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the  a-carbon  (a) ,  whereas  the  other  technique  is  based  on  the 
estimation  of  CH.^-  ,  -Clij  ,  and  -CH=  group  rate  constants 
and  takes  into  account  the  effects  of  B-substituents  (b)  .  The 
difference  between  the  predicted  and  observed  rate  coeffi¬ 
cients  is  within  about  a  factor  of  2.5  and  1.5  for  methods 
(a)  and  (b) ,  respectively.  It  is  found  that  the  primary  reac¬ 
tion  is  dominated  in  all  cases  by  the  H  atom  abstraction  from 
the  -O-Cl^-moiety  (C-H  bond  dissociation  energy  =  377  kJmol  , 
expept  compound  (1)).  The  subsequent  route  of  atmospheric 
degradation  is  similar  to  the  known  atmospheric  CH^  oxidation 
scheme.  The  atmospheric  lifetime  with  respect  to  the  reaction 
with  OH  radicals  has  been  estimated  to  be  about  two  days 
(2,  3,  4)  and  one  week  (1)  for  an  average  tropospheric  OH 
concentration  of  10  cm 
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KINETICS  OF  THE  REACTIONS  OF  SH  WITH  N02  AND  02 

R.  A,  Staohnlk  and  M.  J.  Molina 

Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory,  California  Institute  of  Teohnology, 
Pasadena,  California,  USA 

Substantial  effort  has  been  directed  in  reoent  years  toward 
understanding  the  ohemistry  of  atmospherio  sulphur  compounds.  H2S,  8 
significant  form  of  biogenlo  sulphur  emission,  is  believed  to  be 
removed  from  the  troposphere  primarily  by  reaotion  with  hydroxyl 
radloal: 

1)  HgS  +  OH  — >  SH  +  H20  Jcj  =  h.7  x  10"12  em3s“1 

The  atmospherio  ohemistry  of  the  meroapto  radloal,  SH,  has  been  the 
subject  of  several  recent  kinetio  and  modelling  studies;  however,  the 
details  of  the  subsequent  oxidation  of  this  radical  remain  to  be 
elucidated.  This  work  examines  the  reaotions  of  SH  with  N02  and  02. 
Rate  constant  values  for  the  reaotion 

2)  SH  +  N02  — >  HSO  +  NO 

reported  by  Black^J  [k2*(3«5i.0.IO  x10“^  om3s”l]  and  by  Friedl  et 
al/2^  [k2=(3.0±,0.8)  x10“H  om3s”l]  differ  substantially  from  the 
determination  by  Howard^3)  (k2=6.7  xIO”1*  cm3s"l).  The  reaotion 

3)  SH  +  02  -->  OH  +  SO 

has  not  been  observed.  Upper  limits  for  the  rate  constant  imposed  by 
Tiee  et  al.M  (k3  <  3.2  x10“15  oaSs”1),  Blaok*1*  (k3  <  t  x10“17 
cm3s“^),  and  Friedl  et  al,^2)  (k3  <  1  xIO"^7  cm3s”^)  do  not  eliminate 
reaotion  3  as  a  significant  removal  prooess  for  tropospherio  SIl 

SH  radioals  were  generated  in  this  study  by  photodissooiation  of 
H2S  with  pulsed  ArF  exoimer  laser  emission  at  193  nm.  This  prooess 


produoeo  SH  radicals  with  negligible  vibrational  excitation.  The 
subsequent  deoay  of  the  Initial  SH  concentration  was  measured  by 
monitoring  the  transient  absorption  due  to  the  A21+(v'=0)< — X2ti(v"=0) 
band  near  324  nm. 

The  rate  constant  for  the  reaotlon  of  SH  with  N02  was  determined 
by  measuring  the  pseudo-first  order  deoay  rate,  k*,  of  SH  ([SH]0=  4  x 
1C|12  om“3)  with  N02  present  ([N02]s  0.3  —4.0  x  1011*  om~3),  o2  was 
added  to  sequester  the  H  atom  photofragment  and,  thereby,  eliminate 
secondary  generation  of  SH  by  the  reactions: 

4)  H  +  N02  — >  OH  +  NO 

5)  H  +  HgS  — >  SH  +  H2 

Values  of  k2'  were  determir^d  at  100  torr  and  730  torr  total  pressure 
with  N2  as  the  diluent  gas  at  298  K  from  plots  of  k*  versus  [N02].  The 
result  is  k2=  (4.8  ±1.0)  x10“^  om^a-1,  Independent  of  total  pressure. 

A  slow  reaction  between  SH  and  0g*  reaction  3»  followed  by 
reaotlon  1  would  be  a  zero  net  loss  for  SH  since  k^fOg]  «  kj[HgS]. 
Evidence  for  SH  removal  by  reaction  with  02  was  distinguished  from 
radioal-radloal  and  other  second  order  chemistry  by  measuring  the 
increase  in  deoay  rate  upon  addition  of  CO,  which  removes  OH,  over  a 
range  of  initial  SH  concentration.  An  upper  limit  for  k^  of  4x  10”1® 
om3  a“1  was  obtained  upon  extrapolation  to  zero  Initial  SH 
concentration.  This  value  is  smaller  by  a  factor  of  25  than  the 
previously  reported  bound. 

The  reoearoh  desorlbed  in  this  paper  was  carried  out  by  the  Jet 
Propulsion  Laboratory,  California  Institute  of  Teobnology,  under 
contraot  with  the  National  Aeromutios  and  Space  Administration. 
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ABSTRACT 

LASER- INDUCED  FLUORESCENCE  STUDIES  OF  THE  CII3S  RADICAL 

Craham  Black  and  Leonard  E.  Jualnski 
Chemical  Physics  Laboratory 
SRI  International 
Menlo  Park,  CA  94025  USA 

Alkyl  thiyl  radicals  (RS)  are  intermediates  in  combustion  and  atmospheric 
chemistry  of  organosulfur  compounds  of  both  natural  and  anthropogenic  ori¬ 
gins.  These  compounds,  although  minor  constituents,  may  play  a  role  in  the 
atmospheric  sulfur  cycle  and  contribute  to  the  acid  precipitation  problem.  It 
is,  therefore,  important  to  determine  the  atmospheric  chemistry  of  these  radi¬ 
cals. 

Until  recently,  the  only  reported  absolute  rate  coefficient  studies 
involved  the  IIS  radical. Recently,  the  emission  and  laser-induced  fluor¬ 
escence  (LIF)  spectra  of  CII3S  were  reported. This  has  lead  to  the  first 
measurements*’  of  the  rate  coefficients  for  the  reactions  of  CH3S  with  NO,  NO2 
and  03.  This  paper  reports  further  LIF  studies  of  CH3S  and  a  study  of  its 
reaction  with  O3.  CH3S  radicals  were  generated  by  the  248  nm  photodissoci- 
ation  of  dimethyl  disulfide  [ (CH^ ) 2^2 ^  an^  ^  nm  photodissociation  of  methyl 

mercaptan  (CII3SH).  Fluorescence  was  excited  on  the  A  “*Aj  ~  X  transition 

2 

using  a  Nd:Yag-pumped  dye  laser.  The  transitions  excited  were  3fl  at  366.0 

nm,  3*  at  371.3  nm  and  0°  at  377.0  nm.  Vibrational  relaxation  and  elec- 
o  o 

tronic  quenching  of  the  upper  state  have  been  studied  and  the  results  are 
summarized  in  Table  I  (estimated  errors  are  ±  10%  for  U3  »  2  and  0  and  ±  20% 
for  *  1). 
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Table  1 

RATE  COEFFICIENTS  FOR  REMOVING  C113S(  A  2Aj)  in  u3  -2,1  and  0 


Gas 


lie 

Ar 

h2 

N2 

°2 

co2 

Cll4 

SF6 


o  «  _  1 

Rate  Coefficients  (cm  molec"1  s  x) 


7.6  x  10“12 
A. 9  x  10“12 
8.4  x  10-11 
2.3  x  10“U 

2.1  x  10"11 

4.7  x  10-11 

8.2  x  10“U 

2.3  x  10“n 


2.0  x  10“12 

1.7  x  10“12 
5.9  x  10“n 

1.3  x  10“ 11 

1.4  x  10“n 

2.4  x  10~11 

4.7  x  10“U 
1.0  x  10" 11 


<1  X 

10“13 

<1  X 

10“13 

5.3  x 

10“U 

6.9  x 

10“12 

5.7  x 

10“12 

<1  X 

10“ 13 

2.1  x 

10“U 

<1  X 

!0“13 

For  He,  Ar,  C02  and  SFg,  removal  of  "  2  with  these  gases  results  in 
u  j  ■  0  emission  confirming  that  only  vibrational  relaxation  can  occur  with 
these  gases.  For  H2,  N2,  0^  and  CH^  vibrational  relaxation  and  electronic 
quenching  are  both  occurring. 

By  varying  the  delay  between  the  excimer  and  dye  laser  pulses,  it  was 
also  possible  to  measure  a  rate  coefficient  for  vibrational  relaxation  into 
the  ground  state  (  u3  "  O)  of  CII3S .  These  results  8re  summarized  in  Table  2 
(estimated  errors  are  ±  102). 


Table  2 


4.  K.  Ohbayashl,  II.  Akimoto  and  I.  Tanaka,  Chero.  Phys.  Lett.  52,  47  (1977) 

5.  M.  Suzuki,  G.  Inoue  and  II.  Aklraoto,  J,  Chem.  Phys.  81 ,  5405  (1984) 

6.  R.  J.  Balia,  II.  II.  Nelson  and  J.  R.  McDonald,  J.  Phys.  Chera.  (to  be 
published) 
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OXIDATION  OF  THE  H  S  BY  THE  ATMOSPHERE  COMPONENTS. 
2 

V.P. BULATOV  ,M.Z .KOZLINER  ,0 .M .SARKISOV . 

Institute  of  Chemical  Physios,  Aoademy  of  Sciences, 
Moskow,  USSR. 


Absorption  spectra  of  HSO  radicals  were  detected  after  flash  pho¬ 
tolysis  of  the  mixtures  of  H  S+NO  and  H  S+0  .Intr.aoavity  laser  spec- 

2  2  2  2 

troscopy  technique  was  used  for  HSO  speotra  observation. 


It  was  deduced  from  kinetics  of  HSO  in  a  system  H  S/NO  that 

2  2 


the  formation  and 

decay  of 

HSO  is  due 

to 

the 

reactions 

(1)  and  (2) 

- 

11  3-1 

respectively:  (1)SH 

+  NO - 

HSO  +  NO 

k 

=  (2, 

,4+0,4)10 

cm  s  ; 

2 

1 

12  3  -1 

(2)HS0+  NO  - 

SO  +  UNO 

k 

=  (4 

+  0,4)10 

cm  s 

2  2  2 

The  SH  radicals  were  formed  under  flash  photolysis  of  hydrogen  sul¬ 
phide.  The  reaction  (3)  SH  +  HO  -  HSO  +  OH  i3  assumed  to  be  the 

2  -11  3  -1 

most  probable  souroe  of  HSO  for  the  H  S/0  system, with  k  =4  10  cm  s 

2  3 

The  HSO  radicals  kinetics  dependence  on  NO ,  0  and  CO  conoen- 

2 

tration  for  the  H  S/NO  system  was  studied.  The  rate  constants  of  the 
2  2  -11  3  -1 

following  reactions  were  measured  :  HS0+11S0 - products, 3  10  cm  s  ( 

-13  3  -1 

SH  +  NO  +  M  -  HSNO  +M  ,  5,5  10  cm  s  (  at  13  torr);  HSO+NO - HN0+ 

-14  3  -1  -15  3  -1 

SO  ,  (2, 6+0, 4)  10  cm  s  ;  HSO+O  - SO  +0H,  (1 ,7+0,4)  10  cm  s  ; 

2  2 

-16  3  -1  -16  3  -1 

SH+CO - produots,  ^  5  10  cm  s  ;  HSO+CO - produots,<2  10  cm  s 

The  rate  constant  of  the  reaction  SH+0  - HSO  (  A  )+0  is  estimated 

-14  3  -1  3  12 

to  bee;  1,3  10  cm  s 

Basing  on  our  results  we  suggest  the  following  mechanism  of  H  S  trans- 

OH  NO,  0 

formation  in  the  troposphere  :  H  S - SH — —HSO - SO  . 

2  2 
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~  2 

Relaxation  and  Reactions  of  NCO  (X  II) 

; 

C.J.  Astbury,  0.  Hancock  and  K.G.  McKcndtick 
Physical  Chemistry  Laboratory,  Oxford  University,  Oxford,  'J.K. 


The  pulsed  infrared  multiple  photon  dissociation  of  phenyl  isocyanate 
PhNCO,  results  in  two  dissociation  channels  : 

PhNCO  - >  PhN  +  CO 

- >  Ph  +  HCO 

Both  Phil  and  NCO  radicals  have  been  detected  in  their  ground  electronic  states 

2  ,  ’ 

by  laser  induced  fluorescence.  For  the  NCO  (X  II)  radical,  this  production 

and  detection  method  can  be  used  to  study  its  removal  rate  constants,  but  before 

this  can  be  done,  the  behaviour  of  any  vibrationally  excited  states  of  the  radical 

produced  by  IRMPD  needs  to  be  studied,  as  relaxation  of  these  levels  into  the 

probed  ground  vibrational  state  will  affect  the  overall  removal  rate  measured. 

The  time  dependent  behaviour  of  the  first  three  bending  vibrational  levels, 

2  i  2  o  2  3 

ii(00  0),  -A(0l"0)  and  $(02  0)  has  been  studied  at  a  fixed  total  pressure  of 
5  Torr  of  He,  Ne,Ar  and  Kr,  with  5m  Torr  PhNCO  precursor.  Figure  1  shows  the 
behaviour  in  Ar  and  Kr.  The  population  of  the  lowest  vibrational  level,  (oo'o), 
rises  substantially  after  the  termination  of  the  infrared  loser  pulse  (~  5)is)  : 
the  higher  levels  show  an  initial  increase  and  a  significant  decline,  with  the 
timescale  becoming  compressed  and  the  extent  of  decline  greater  for  successively 
higher  levels.  This  behaviour  suggests  collisional  relaxation  of  the  nascent 
vibrational  distribution  in  a  cascade  fashion  proceeding  towards  a  room  temperature 
distribution.  Uhat  however  is  clear  is  that  the  collisional  processes  are 
faster  in  Kr  than  in  Ar  (seen,  for  example,  in  the  rates  of  decline  of  the  signals 
for  the  vibrationally  excited  levels  of  Fig.  1)  :  from  measurements  in  Ne  and  lie 
the  efficiencies  of  the  relaxation  processes  were  found  to  be  in  the  order 
Ne  <  He  ~  Ar  <  Kr.  Numerical  values  were  found  from  a  simple  model  of  the 
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relaxation  processes,  and  fig.  1  shows  the  fits  of-  this  model  to  the  data. 

The  relative  rates  of  the  processes  with  rare  gases  are  not  the  same  as 
those  observed  for  vibrational  relaxation  of  similar  closed  shell  molecules, 

OCS  and  CO^  (t),  in  which  a  monototvic  decrease  in  quenching  rate  constant 
with  mass  of  rare  gas  is  seen,  as  predicted  by  theories  of  energy  transfer 

controlled  by  short  range  repulsive  forces.  An  electronically  non-adiabatic 

2 

mechanism,  similar  to  that  proposed  for  quenching  of  011  (X  II)  by  Ar  (2),  may 
occur  with  the  heavier  rare  gases,  with  the  approaching  atom  splitting  the 
degenerate  vibromic  state  so  that  a  curve  crossing  mechanism  ensues, possibly 
induced  by  spin-orbit  coupling  and  thus  increasing  in  efficiency  with  mass  of 
rare  gas. 

Vibrational  relaxation  of  the  nascent  NCO  species  was  found  to  be  extremely 
rapid  in  the  presence  of  N^O,  the  frequency  of  which  is  almost  resonant  with 
that  of  NCO.  Kinetic  measurements  of  the  removal  rate  of  NCO  with  NO  were 
carried  out  in  the  presence  of  5  Torr  N^O,  and  yielded  straightforward  kinetic 
behaviour.  The  rate  constant  at  298K  for  the  process 

NCO  (X  2 II)  +  NO  - J.  products 

was  measured  to  be  (3. A  ±  0.3)  x  10  '  *  cm2  molecule  *s  ',  agreeing  well  with  a 

recent  direct  determination  by  Perry  (3). 
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Fig.  1.  Time  dependences  of  the  populations  of  the  (00  0),  (01 “0)  and  (02  0) 
of  NCO  (X)  in  the  presence  of  5  Torr  Ar  and  Kr.  Open  circles  are  experimental 
observations,  full  lines  are  predictions  of  a  simple  cascade  relaxation  model. 
The  relaxation  processes  can  be  seen  to  be  faster  in  Kr  than  in  Ar. 
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KINETIC  MEASUREMENTS  OF  THE  NCO  RADICAL  REACTION  WITH 
ETHENE  OVER  AN  EXTENDED  TEMPERATURE  RANGE* 

Robert  A.  Perry 

Combustion  Research  Facility 
Sandia  National  Laboratories 
Livermore,  California  94550,  USA 


This  paper  describes  current  research  that  employs  a  laser 
photolysis/laser-induced  fluorescence  technique  to  measure  absolute  rate 
constants  for  reactions  of  NCO  radicals  with  ethene.  Few  studies  are 
presently  available  for  the  reaction  of  NCO  with  combustion  species. 
Ethene  is  an  interesting  species  to  study  because  of  both  the  major 
role  it  plays  in  combustion  chemistry  and  its  role  as  a  model  unsaturated 
hydrocarbon. 

NCO  radicals  are  produced  using  a  fluorine,  or  ArF,  excimer 
laser  to  photodissociate  HNCO  in  a  flowing  gas  mixture  of 
HNCO:Ar:Reactant  at  total  pressure  (primarily  argon)  of  10-400  torr. 

An  argon-ion-pumped  ring  dye  laser  operating  with  stilbene-3  dye  at 
416.8  nm  (100  mW)  is  used  to  pump  the  A2E^  q  q)  0  0) 

transition.  The  resulting  fluorescence,  measured  at  rigfit'angles  to 
the  crossed  laser  beams,  is  monitored  at  438.5  nm  (FUHM-B.O  nm). 

Absolute  rate  constants  for  the  reaction  of  NCO  radicals  with 
ethene  were  measured  as  a  function  of  temperature  and  pressure.  The 
rate  in  the  high-pressure  limit  for  the  reaction  of  NCO  with  ethene 
was  observed  to  decrease  with  increasing  temperature  with  the  best  fit 
to  the  data  (T=295-447  K)  given  by  the  following  expression: 


3.0xl0-12e<230  *300>/RT  cm3  molecule"1 


At  temperatures  greater  than1 447  K  a  rapid  reduction  in  the  rate  was 
observed,  and  was  interpreted  as  a  rapid  decomposition  of  the  adduct 
formed.  Continuing  experiments  will  address  the  reaction  mechanism  at 
temperatures  greater  than  650  K.  I  will  discuss  these  measurements  and 
their  implications. 


♦Research  supported  by  Office  of  Basic  Energy  Sciences,  U.S. 
Department  of  Energy. 
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Direct  Race  Studies  of  HCO  Radical  Reactions 

J.E.  Baggott,  H.M.Frey,  P.D.  Lightfoot  and  R.  Walsh 
Department  of  Chemistry.  The  University,  Whiteknights,  P.0.  Box  224, 
Reading  RC6  2 AD,  U.K. 


1 .  Introduction 

The  formyl  radical  is  an  important  intermediate  in  the  atmospheric 

chemistry  of  pollutants  and  in  combustion  systems.  Numerous  direct 

1  2 

rate  studies  have  been  reported  '  and  reliable  rate  constants  are 
available  for  many  of  the  more  important  HCO  radical  reactions. 

However,  apart  from  HCO  radical  recombination,  few  radical-radical 
reactions  involving  HCO  have  been  studied.  We  present  here  an 
■investigation  of  the  reaction 

HCO  +  CHj  ■*■  products  (1) 

using  a  combination  of  308  nm  excimer  laser  flash  photolysis  of 
acetaldehyde  and  CW  dye  laser  resonance  absorption.  Two  conflicting 

values  for  the  room-temperature  rate  constant  of  reaction  (1)  have  been 

3  -10 

reported.  Nadtochenko  et  al.  obtained  the  value  (2.3  ±  1 .0)  x  10 

3  ‘  -l  -1 

cm  molecule  s  for  k.  which  should  be  contrasted  with  the  value 
-11  3  -1-1 

(4.4  ±  1.6)  x  10  cm  molecule  s  reported  more  recently  by 

4 

Mulenko.  Our  preliminary  results  indicate  a  value  for  kj  between 
these  extremes. 

2.  Experimental 

The  experimental  arrangement  follows  closely  that  used  in  recent  direct 
,  2 

rate  studies  by  Langford  and  Moore,  with  the  exception  that  we  used 
a  different  photolysis  geometry.  308  nm  radiation  from  a  XeCl  excimer 
laser  passed  through  the  sample  cell  at  right  angles  to  the  dye  laser 
beam  which  was  multipassed  (typically  48  passes  giving  a  total  path 
length  of  ca.  6  m) .  The  dye  laser  radiation  was  tuned  to  the  rotational 
band  head  of  the  (0,9°0)<-(0,0i,0)  band  in  the  X-X  system  of  HCO  at 
614.5  nm,"*  and  its  intensity  was  monitored  by  a  fast  photodiode.  The 
production  and  subsequent  decay  of  HCO  from  the  flash  photolysis  of 
acetaldehyde  was  captured  on  a  transient  recorder  and  passed  to  a 
microcomputer  for  signal  averaging.  Fig,  1  gives  an  example  of  a  decay 
trace  obtained  by  averaging  signals  resulting  from  100  excimer  laser  shots. 


3.  Results  and  Discussion 
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The  decay  o£  HCO  radicals  produced  in  the  photolysis  of  acetaldehyde 
is  determined  by  reaction  (1)  and  the  radical  recombination  reactions 
of  HCO  and  of  Cll^.  The  resulting  decays  cannot  be  integrated 
analytically.  In  order  to  extract  values  for  kj  we  have  therefore 
combined  numerical  integration  routines  with  non-linear  least-squares 
fitting,  requiring  input  values  for  the  rate  constants  of  both  HCO  and 
CHj  radical  recombination  appropriate  to  the  conditions  of  temperature 
and  pressure  in  our  experiments.  HCO  radical  recombination  rate 
constants  have  been  determined  by  Veyret  et  al.^  and  appear  to  be 
independent  of  both  temperature  and  pressure.  We  have  performed 
separate  experiments  using  308  nra  photolysis  of  glyoxal  to  determine 
HCO  radical  recombination  rates  on  our  own  apparatus.  Our  preliminary 
results  are  in  good  agreement  with  those  of  Veyret  et  al.^  For  methyl 
radical  recombination,  we  have  used  the  extensive  data  of  Filling  and 
co-workers.^ 

Our  analyses  yield  a  value  for  kj  of  I .0  x  10  cm^  molecule  *  s  ', 
which  lies  between  the  results  of  Nadtochenko  et  al.  and  Mulenko.  We 
will  present  full  details  of  our  experimental  techniques  and  the  results' 
for  both  HCO  radical  recombination  and  HCO  +  CH^  as  a  function  of 
pressure. 
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The  methyne  radical  plays  an  important  role  as  a  very  reactive 
intermediate  in  hydrocarbon  combustion  processes  /l/  as  well  as 
in  planetary  atmospheres  /2/.  It  is  thought  responsible  for  soot- 
formation  /4,5/,  chemiionization  /7,8/  and  the  prompt  NO- 
formation  /9/  occuring  in  hydrocarbon  oxidations. 

The  present  work  is  concerned  with  direct  measurements  of 
bimolecular  rate  constants  of  CH(X2n)  reactions  at  a  total 
pressure  of  2  Torr. 

CH  radicals  in  their  ground  state  X2n  were  generated  by  248  nm 
laser  photolysis  of  Cf^B^/Ar  mixtures  under  flow  conditions  and 
detected  by  LIF  as  described  previously  /10/.  H  atoms  were 
generated  in  a  microwave  discharge  of  H2/Ar  mixtures.  Their 
concentrations  were  calibrated  by  titration  with  N02.  The  CH 
decay  was  followed  under  pseudo  first  order  conditions  by  varying 
the  delay  time  between  the  photolysis  and  the  probe  laser. 

Table  1  presents  the  obtained  bimolecular  rate  constants  at 
295  t  3K  and  a  total  pressure  of  2  Torr  in  comparison  with 
literature  data. 
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In  the  case  of  H2  as  reactant,  the  semi-log  plots  of  the  CH  decay 
show  a  non-linearity  that  can  be  explained  by  a  double 
exponential  decay  due  to  an  additional  population  of  the  CH 
ground  state  from  a  precursor,  which  could  be  the  metastable 
CH(a4E“)  state,  according  to  the  following  reaction  scheme: 

CH(a4iT) 

CH(X2n) 

CH(a4s”)  +  ll2 - »-CH(X2n)  +  ll2 

CH( X2n)  +  112  - "-products 

The  obtained  rate  constants  show  that  at  lower  H2  concentrations 
the  depletion  of  CH  is  controlled  by  the  reaction  of  CH(a4»“)  + 

H2  after  a  certain  time  period. 

The  reaction  of  hydrogen  atoms  with  CH(X2tt)  radicals  was 
predicted  to  form  carbon  atoms  via  reaction  (1)  /8,25/. 

(1)  CH(X2TT)  +  H(2S)  - «-  C(3P)  +  H2(XiX  +  ) 

In  this  work,  for  the  first  time,  the  over  all  rate  constant  for 
the  reaction  of  CH  +  H  was  determined.  The  obtained  value  of 
5-10  cm-’s  *  supports  reaction  (1)  because  the  approximately 
calculated  3rd  order  rate  constant  of  10-28  cm8molecule-2s-1 
would  probably  be  too  large  for  the  recombination  step  at  a  total 
pressure  of  2  Torr. 


n  •  h-v 

CH2Br2  - - 


Table  It 

Rato  constants  for  the  reaction*  of  CII(X2|t)  radicals  with 
selected  specie*  R  at  a  total  pressure  of  2  Torr 


R 

k-<10**^  cm^molecule”**”* ) 

this  work 

literature  values 

Kef. 

°2 

4.7  t  0.1 

5.9  i  0.08 

/14/ 

5.1  1  0.50 

/' 7/ 

0.21  i  0.02 

/19/ 

8.0  i  3.0 

/21/ 

3.3  t  0.4 

/23/ 

Nj 

0.000  1  0.003 

0.0072*1 

/II/ 

0.1 

/ 1 2/ 

0.093  1  0.001b) 

/14/ 

0.0076  t  0.0005c> 

/15/ 

0.0U8 

/1U/ 

0.0071  1  O.OOOO'I 

/19/ 

0.02  1  0.0015°* 

/20/ 

n20 

0.60  i  0.10 

7.8  t  1.4 

/l  5/ 

0.5B 

/l  8/ 

C2IIj 

io  i  i 

7.45 

/12/ 

22  1  4b> 

/l  4/ 

42  i  2b| 

/16/ 

»2 

3  t  1 

0.1*1 

/ll/ 

1.74  t  0.2 

/l  2/ 

2.3  1  0.5b* 

/l  3/ 

2.6  t  .5b> 

/14/ 

0.79  t  0.22“> 

/iv 

• 

1.40  t  0.10b> 

/22/ 

II 

0.5 

4 

/24/ 

16 

/25/ 

1.211? 

/26/ 

0.075C) 

/27/ 

0.000295»* 

/28/ 

l.29h* 

/26/ 

Koot  note*  to  table  li 


a)  estimated  total  pressure  10  Torr 

b)  total  pressure  100  Torr 

c)  total  pressuro  10  Torr 

d)  total  prossuro  2  Torr 
o)  total  pressure  25  Torr 
()  estimated  at  4500  K 

y)  estimated  at  4000  K  Cor  the  reaction  Cll  ♦  ||  - -  c  *  ll2 

h)  estimated  at  4000  K  for  the  reaction  Cll  *  II  —  -  ■»  Cll2 
1)  estimated  from  self-absorption  experiments  of  Cll  generated  in 
pulsod  discharge  of  methane 


References! 


1-42 


/  1/  C.P.  Foulworo,  )3Lh  Symposium  ( Internal lonu l )  on  Combustion 
I'i'lio  Combust  Ion  institute,  Pittsburgh,  1971)  p.373 

/  2/  K.W.  Uuluy  and  u.A.  Williams,  lulerstel lar  Chumlstry 
(Academic  Press,  Loudon,  1 9 ti 4 ) 

/  3/  Intorslullar  molecules  (Symposium  -  Internet tonal 
Astronomical  Union;  no.  *7),  1979 

/  4/  A. <3.  Gaydon,  Tlio  Spectroscopy  of  Flamos,  2nd  edition 
(Wiley,  Now  York,  1974) 

/  5/  A.G.  Guydon  and  H.C.  Wol Chard,  Flamos  (Wiloy,  Now  York, 

1979) 

/  6/  H.F*  Calcoto,  Bth  Symposium  ( international)  on  Coinbuslion 
(The  Combustion  InstlLute,  Pittsburgh,  1962)  p»)84 

/  7/  S.L.N.G.  Krlshnawacharl ,  II. P.  Droids,  J.  Chem,  Phys.  34(5) , 
1709  (  1901) 

/  9/  K .11*  Decker,  U.  Kley  end  R.J*  Norstrom,  12th  Symposium 
(International)  on  Combustion  (7he  Combustion  Instiluto, 
Pittsburgh,  1969)  p.4U5 

/  9/  U.  ivoruch,  14th  Symposium  (international)  on  Combustion 
(The  Combustion  Institute,  Pittsburgh,  1973)  p.767 

/ 1 0/  K .11.  Decker,  11,11.  Dionlg  and  T.  Tatercsyk,  Chum*  Phys.  Lott. 
71.,  242  (1990) 

/ 1 1/  W.  Uraun,  J.K*  McNosby  and  A.N.  Dues,  J.  Chum.  Phys.  46, 

2U71  (1967) 

/12/  M.W.  Uoenuli  and  D.  Pornur,  *4.  Naturforech.  26a,  17GB 
(1971) 

/13/  J.K.  Dutler,  L.P.  Goss,  H.C.  Lin  and  J.W.  Iludgous,  Chum. 
Phys.  Lett.  63(1),  104  (1979) 

/14/  J.K.  Dutlor,  J.W.  Flomlng,  L.P.  Goas  end  H.C.  Lin,  Chem. 
Phys.  56,  355  (1981) 

/15/  S.S.  Wugal,  T.  Carrington,  S.V.  Fllsoth  and  C.M.  Sadowaki, 
ChotM.Phys.  69,  61  ( 1982) 

/ 1 6/  M.K.  Uerman,  J.W.  Fleming,  A.D*  Harvey  and  H.C.  Lin,  Chum. 
Phys.  73,  27  (1982) 

/17/  M.R.  Uerwan,  J.W.  Fleming,  A.D.  Harvey  and  H.C.  Lin, 

19th  Symposium  (International)  on  Combustion  (The 
Combustion  Institute,  Pittsburgh,  1982)  p.73 

/18/  F.L,  Nesbitt,  Ph.D.ltiosis ,  West  Virginia  University, 
Morgantown,  1962 

/19/  J.A.  Duncunson  Jr.  and  W. A.  Guillory,  J.  Cliom.  Phys.  78(8) , 
4958  (1983) 

/20/  M.R.  Dorman  and  H.C,  Lin,  J.  Phys.  Chem.  07(20) ,  3933 
( 1963) 

/2t/  U.A.  Llchtln,  M.R.  Dorman  and  H.C.  Lin,  Chem.  Phys.  Lott. 
106(1)*  18  (1984) 

/22/  M.R.  Berman  and  H.C.  Lin,  J.  Chem.  Phys.  81(  12) ,  5743 
( 1984) 

/23/  1.  Messing,  C.M.  Sadowskl  and  S.V.  Fllsoth,  Chem.  Phys. 

Lott.  66(1) ,  95  (1979) 

/24/  J.N.  Murrell  and  L.J.  Dunne,  Chow.  Phys*  Lett.  102,  155 
(  1903) 

/25/  J.  l’uulcrs  and  C.  Vlnckiur,  15th  Symposium  ( International 
on  Combustion  (The  Combustion  Institute,  Pittsburgh,  1976) 
p.969 

/26/  II,  l.ango,  R.  Sobczynskl  and  J.F.  Uehnko,  Pol.  J.  Chem.  57, 

169  { 1983) 

/27/  A . 0 •  Kschonrooder  and  J.A.  Lord,  9th  Symposium 

(International)  on  Combuotlon  (The  Combustion  Institute, 
Pittsburgh,  1963)  p.24l 

/2II/  G.W,  Mayer,  I.,  Gclilof  ur  .mil  II.. S.  .John.’ilim  .1.  Chum.  I'hyn, 

AU ,  1115  (  19  l,l») 


-43 


The  temperature  and  pressure  dependence  of  the  reaction 
C,,3  +  °2  +  M  - >  CIIjOj  +  H 

M,  Keiffer,  M.J.  Pilling  and  M.J.C.  Smith 


Physical  Chemistry  Laboratory,  South  Parks  Road, 
Oxford.  0X1  3QZ. 


The  reaction  between  the  methyl  radical  and  oxygen  it  an  important 
process  in  combustion  and  is  implicated  in  the  transition  from  low 
temperature  to  high  temperature  mechanisms.  The  aim  of  the  present  work 
is  to  determine  the  pressure  and  temperature  dependence  of  the  low 
temperature  peroxy  radical  formation  process: 

c»3  +  Oj  +  M  - >  Cli302  +  M  (1> 

and  hence  allow  good  estimates  to  be  made  of  kj  under  combustion 
conditions. 

In  a  recent  investigation^,  we  demonstrated  that  previous  flash 
photolysis  studies  had  overestimated  kj  because  of  interference  from  the 
reaction: 


CH3  +  CH302  - >  2CHjO 


(2) 


We  devised  a  technique  to  enable  data  to  be  obtained  by  laser  flash 
photolysis/absorption  spectroscopy,  at  low  |CII3  J  t„0/ [021  concentrations, 
where  reaction  (2)  makes  only  a  small  contribution,  and  extrapolated  to 


[Cii3]t„o  where  this  contribution  is  zero.  When  the  resulting  values  of 


k 


1 ' 


argon  diluent  over  the  pressure  range 


obtained  in  an 
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32  £  P/Torr  £  488,  wore  oombined  with  the  low  pressure  dtts  of  Seizor 
2 

end  Bayes  ,  and  analysed  using  the  Troe  factorisation  technique,  they 

«  —12  3 

gave  a  limiting  high  pressure  rate  constant,  k^ ,  of  1.05  x  10  cm 

molecule-*  s-* ,  significantly  below  the  vaiue  obtained  by  Cobos  et  al. 

3 

at  very  high  pressures  . 

This  technique  has  been  applied  to  the  determination  of  k^  over  the 
temperature  and  pressure  rangos  298  £  T/K  £  582,  20  £  P/Torr  £  600.  A 

preliminary  analysis  of  the  data  at  temperatures  up  to  474  K  gives  a 

n  -12  3 

temperature  independent  high  pressure  limit,  k^,  of  1,12  x  10  cm 

molocule-*  s-* .  whilst  k°,  the  low  pressure  limit  may  be  represented  by 
k°  "  1.29  x  10-23  T-2,23  cm*”  molecule-2  s-* .  At  higher  temperatures,  k“ 
appears  to  fall,  although  it  is  obtained  with  reduced  precision,  because 
the  data  are  further  into  the  fall-off  region.  Techniques  for  analysing 
the  T,P  dependence  of  a  combination  reaction  of  this  type  will  be 
discussed. 

Oata  obtained  at  higher  I C»3 )  / fOj]  ratios  enable  k2  to  be 
determined.  Two  techniques  havo  been  employed,  one  relying  on  an 
approximate  analytic  solution  at  low  ratios  and  one  employing  numerical 
integration  at  higher  ratios,  where  the  analytic  solution  becomes 
invalid. 
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KINETICS  OF  THE  REACTIONS  OF  POLYATOMIC  FREE  RADICALS 
WITH  MOLECULAR  CIILORINE+ 

i 

Raimo  S .  Tlmonen , *  John  J.  Russell,  and  David  Gutman 
Department  of  Chemistry,  Illinois  Institute  of  Technology 
Chicago,  Illinois  60616,  U.S.A. 

The  kinetics  of  twelve  reactions  reactions  between  carbon- 
centered  polyatomic  free  radicals  with  molecular  chlorine  have 
been  studied  as  a  function  of  temperature.  The  free  radicals 
were  generated  by  the  pulsed  193  nm  photolysis  of  suitable 
precursors  in  a  tubular  reactor  coupled  to  a  photoionization 
mass  spectrometer.  Free-radical  decay  profiles  were  monitored 
as  a  function  of  chlorine  concentration  in  real-time  experi¬ 
ments  to  obtain  the  rate  constant  for  the  reaction  under  study. 
Rate  constants  were  also  measured  as  a  function  of  temperature 
(up  to  712  K)  to  obtain  Arrhenius  parameters.  With  one 
exception  (the  CHg  +  Cl2  reaction),  this  study  is  the  first  to 
isolate  these  R  +  Cl2  reaction  for  direct  investigation. 

The  reactions  of  different  groups  of  free  radicals  were 
studied:  those  involving  alkyl  radicals  (CHg,  C2H5,  i-Cglly,  and 
t-C4Hg),  halogenated  methyl  radicals  (CFg,  CFjCl,  CFClj,  and 
CClg),  unsaturated  hydrocarbon  free  radicals  including  ones 
which  are  resonance  stabilized  (Cgllg,  Cglig,  and  Cgllg),  and  one 
reaction  involving  an  acyl  radical  (HCO).  The  results  obtained 
are  presented  in  the  table  below  and  are  plotted  in  Figure  1. 

The  Arrhenius  parameters  are  consistent  with  the  formation 
of  a  polar  transition  state  whose  energy  is  raised  or  lowered 
by  the  presence  of  electron  withdrawing  or  donating  groups 
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attached  to  the  radical  center.  The  activation  energies  are 
determined  in  part  by  the  exothermicity  of  the  reaction. 
Details  of  the  experiments,  the  results  obtained,  and  their 
interpretation  will  be  presented. 


*  Permanent  address,  Department  of  Physical  Chemistry, 

University  of  Helsinki,  Finland. 

+  Research  supported  by  the  Chemistry  Division,  National  Science 
Foundation 


SUMMARY 

OF  ARRHENIUS 

RATE  CONSTANT  PARAMETERS  FOR 

THE  REACTIONS 

OF 

POLYATOMIC 

FREE  RADICALS 

WITH  MOLECULAR 

CHLORINE 

"H0 

T  Range 

log (A/ 

R 

(kj/mole) 

(K) 

cm^molec“^s~^ ) 

(kJ/mole) 

t-c4n9 

-108 

298-498 

-10.40  +0.26 

0  +2 

i.— C3H7 

-112 

298-498 

-10.60  +0.26 

-2  +3 

C3H3 

-62 

487-693 

-11.14  +0.31 

21  +4 

C3«5 

-49 

487-693 

-10.81  +0.26 

18  +3 

C2»5 

-110 

295-498 

-10.90  +0.33 

-1  +3 

C2»3 

-147 

298-435 

-11.06  +0.21 

-2  +2 

CHO 

-110 

296-582 

-11.16  +0.24 

0  +2 

ch3 

-108 

296-712 

-11.32  +0.24 

2  +2 

cf3 

-117 

487-693 

-11.35  +0.35 

15  +5 

cf2ci 

-103 

376-626 

-11.89  +0.24 

8  +3 

cfci2 

-68 

435-693 

-11.86  +0.31 

14  +4 

CCl, 

-54 

693  only 

(-12.17) 

(21) 

k=Aexp(-Ea/RT) .  Error  limits  on  Arrhenius  parameters  indicate 
maximum  uncertainties.  Most  probable  uncertainty  in  each 
measured  rate  constants  is  +20%. 
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OH  THE  METHYL  RADICAL-INITIATED  THERMAL 
REACTION  OF  2,3-DIMnillYLBUll:NE-2 

T .Kbrtvdlyesi  and  L.  Seres 

Institute  of  General  and  Physical  Chemistry, 
3o2sef  Attila  University,  Szeged,  Hungary. 


Investigation  of  the  radical-initiated  gas-phase  thermal 
reactions  of  highly-branched  olefins  is  relatively  simple 
since  the  higher  oligomer  radicals  are  formed  in  kinuticully 
insignificant  concentrations  due  to  the  intramolecular  non- 
bonding  interactions  .  present  in  these  radicals. 

The  methyl  radical-initiated  thermal  reaction  of  2,3-di- 
methylbutene-2  (0MB)  was  investigated  in  the  temperature 
range  309-459  K.  Preliminary  results  are  described  here. 

The  experiments  were  carried  out  in  a  conventional  high- 
-vacuum  static  system.  Oi - tert-butyl  peroxide  (DTUP)  was  used 
as  the  methyl  radical  source.  The  initial  concentration  ranges 
were  1 . 13-  10'3<i'0MBJ  /mol  dm" 3 < 1 . 50 • 10'3  and  1.27  10"4<CnfllPJ  / 
/mol  dm  3  5.2-54  10'** .  Ihe  reaction  products  were  analysed 
with  an  HP  5730A  DC  equipped  with  FID.  Methane,  ethane, acetone, 

2.3- dimethylpentene-2  ((IMP),  2,2.,3,3-tetramethylbutane  (TI-1B), 

2 1 3 , 3 , 4 , 4 , 5-hexamethyl-l , 5-hexadi ene  (HMH) ,  2 , 3 , 3 , 5 , 6-penta- 
methyl-1 , 5-heptadiene  (PI-lll)  and  2 , 3 , 6 , 7-tetramethy  1  -2 , 6-octa- 
diene  (TMO)  were  identified  as  the  main  products.  tert-Butanol , 

2.3- dimethylbutene-l ,  2 , 2 , 3-trime thylbutene-3  (TB)  and  some 


Cj2  and 


Cj-j-monoolef ins  were  shown  to  be  formed  in  minor 


amounts.  The  initial  cates  of  formation  of  the  products  were 
determined  by  the  linear  least  squares  method  from  the  product 
accumulations . 

The  mechanism  of  the  reaction  was  proposed  on  the  basis  of 
the  product  composition.  The  suggested  mechanism  was  supported 
by  computer  simulation. 

Most  of  the  products  formed  in  the  radical  recombination 
reactions  were  identified. 
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The  radical  concentrations  used  in  the  kinetic  equations 
were  calculated  from  the  initial  rates  of  formation  of  these 
products 


m  -- 


r0(W 


1/2 


kc(M,M) 


1/2 


CA1 


r0(TI-IO). 


1/2 


kc(A,A) 


[MDMB J  = 


\ 


r  (TMB)  k  (M,M) 


1/2 


1/2 


r0(C2Hfi)1/!2  kc(H,MDMB) 


(I) 


n 


and  k  is 


c 


v/here  M  =  CHj,  A  =  1  MUMB 

the  radical  recombination  rate  coefficient. 

The  A  radical  is  formed  in  a  11-abstraction  reaction  (H-ab- 
straction  by  MDMB  comprises  less  than  10%) : 

0MB  +  M  - »  A  +  Cll^  (1) 

The  rate  of  reaction  (1)  was  calculated  from  the  initial  rates 
of  formation  of  all  the  products  incorporating  the  a  radical, 
i  .e.  : 

rj  =  kjCDMBJ  [M |  =  2(r0(HMH)  +  r0(l>M||)  t  rJTMO))  +  r()(TB)  +  rjDMP) 
For  the  rate  coefficient  ratio,  k j /kc ( M , M) 1 ,  we  obtained: 

loflO<1/kc(M,M)1/2)  =  (3. 1-0.2)  -  (30.9-2.7)  kl  mol'Vfl, 
where  0  =  RT  In  10. 

The  MDMB  radical  is  formed  by  M  radical  addition  to  DMB: 

DMB  +  M  - »  MDMB  (2) 

The  activation  energy  of  reaction  (2)  can  be  calculated 
from  the  rate  of  formation  of  ethane,  TMB  and  the  initial 
concentration  of  0MB. 

The  MDMB  radical  formed  in  reaction  (2)  disappears  pre¬ 
dominantly  in  the  following  two  reactions: 

M  +  MDMB  - >  TMB.  (3) 

M  +  MDMB  - >  Cll4  +  (4) 
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From  the  rale  expressions  for  reactions  (3)  and  (4)  and 
the  expression  for  CM J  (equation  I))  we  obtain: 

r0(TMB)  l<2  k, 

ro(C2M6)1/2  i:0HUjo  (k3+l<4)  kc(M,M)1/2 

!  From  the  temperature-dependence  of  the  expression  on  the 
left-hand  side  we  get  the  Arrhenius  activation  energy  of 
methyl  radical  addition  to  DMA :  E..  =  (33. 2-0. B)  kJ  mol"*. 


RATE  CONSTANTS  FOR'  SOME  HYDROCARBON  RADICAL 
COMBINATIONS 

L.  Seres  and  A.  Nacsa 

Institute  of  General  and  Physical  Chemistry, 
A. 3.  University,  Szeged,  Hungary. 


The  di-tert-butyi  peroxide  (OTBP)-ini tiated  reaction  of 
2-methylpropene  (B)  was  studied  in  the  temperature  range 
392.5-442.6  K  and  the  concentration  ranges  3.26- in"3f£.  till/ 

/mol  dm_3<4.35-10"3  and  3 . 62- 10"4  <C  OTBFj  /mol  dm“3<6.09  1(J~\ 

The  products  of  the  reaction  up  to  Cj()  were  identified 
as  methane,  ethane  (ETH),  ethene,  propene,  2 ,2-dimethylpro- 
pane,  2-methylbutane,  2-methylbutene-2 ,  2 , 2-dimethylbutane 
(DMBA) ,  2 ,5 -dime thy lhexadiene- 1 , 5 ,  2 , 4 , 4- tri methyl hexene- 1 , 

2 , 2 , 4 , 4- tetramethy Ihexane ,  3 , 3 , 4 ,4-tetramethylhexane  ( TMIIA) , 
acetone  and  tert-butanol . 

The  initial  rates  of  formation  of  all  of  the  above  pro¬ 
ducts  were  determined  from  measurements  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  reaction,  where  the  product  concentration  vs.  time 
plots  are  linear.  Most  products  are  formed  in  different  reac¬ 
tions  of  methyl  (M),  1 , 1 -dimethylpropy l  (MB),  1 , 1 , 3 , 3-tetra- 
methylpentyl  (MOB)  and  2-methylal lyl  (MA)  radicals. 

The  radicals  MB  and  MBB  are  formed  in  the  first  two  steps 
of  the  oligomerization: 

M  +  B  - *-  MB 

MB  +  B  - >•  MBB 

while  MA  is  a  product  of  II  abstraction  by  radicals: 

R  ♦  B  — Rll  +  MA 

Rate  expressions  were  derived  for  product  formation,  based 
upon  a  mechanism  involving  all  the  possible  combination,  dis¬ 
proportionation  and  II  abstraction  reactions  of  the  above 
radicals.  (See  e.g.  the  simplest  model  we  wore  studying, 
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Scheme  1,  where  k-  is  the  rate  coefficient  of  recombination.) 

The  systems  of  algebraic  equations  relating  to  the 
various  models  were  solved,  using  nonlinear  least  squares 
(by  the  Simplex  method),  to  yield  the  kinetic  quantities  of 
the  rate  expressions. 


Scheme  l 

2M  - ->  ETH  (1) 

v(ETH)  =  kc(H,M)  CHJ2  (1’) 

M  +  MB  - OMOA  (2) 

v(flMBA)  =  2^kc(H,M)iM  kc(MB,M(l)j  1  / 2 fM'l [ MB.1  (2>) 

MB  +  MB - Hill  A  (3) 

v(TMIIA)  =  k  (MB.MO)  [MB.!  Z  O’) 


Let  us  focus  our  attention  on  the  simple  model  shown  in 
Scheme  1.  The  rate  coefficients  of  cross-combination  reactions 
of  small  radicals  are  known  to  obey  the  "geometric  mean  rule". 
However,,  no  information  is  available  on  the  validity  of  this 
rule  for  sterically  hindered  radicals  such  as  MB  or  MBB. 
Furthermore,  reaction  (1)  is  in  its  pressure-dependent  region 
under  the  present  conditions  (~13  kPa  overall  pressure),  while 
reactions  (2)  and  (3)  are  believed  to  be  in  the  high-pressure 
region. 

Consequently,  k  (M,-M)  would  have  different  values  in  equa¬ 
tion  O’)  and  equation  ( 2’) .  In  order  to  overcome  these  diffi¬ 
culties,  we  chose  to  retain  the  square-root  dependence  of 
kc(M,MB)  on  kc(M,M)  and  k(,(M0 , MB ) ,  but  in  order  to  allow  for 
the  above  effects  a  new  parameter  (C)  is  used  instead  of  2 
in  equation  (4’),  i-.e. 

kc(M,MB)  =  G|kc(M,M)p  kc(MB,MB)J  1/2  (4’) 

All  the  radical  concentrations  and  kinetic  quantities  were 
treated  as  parameters  in  the  systems  of  algebraic  equations, 
and  the  optimization  was  made  by  using  Box’s  method. 

If. wo  assume  that  the  "geometric  mean  rule"  holds  for  the 
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radicals  present  in  this  system  at  high  pressures  (i.e.  steric 
hindrance  does  not  influence  its  validity),  we  have  an  easy  way 
to  calculate  the  high-presssure  recombination  rate  constants  from 
the  data  obtained  at  any  pressure: 

Gjkc(M,M)p  kc(MB,MB)  }  1/2  »  2jl<c(M,M)oftkc(MB,M0)}  1/2 

where  the  indices  p  and  refer  to  the  low-pressure  and  the 
high-pressure  rate  coefficients,  respectively. 

On  rearrangement  we  obtain 

a(“)  kc(M-H)p 

In  order  to  acquire  information  on  the  correlated  errors 
involved  in  the  evaluation  of  a  large  number  of  parameters 
simultaneously,  different  models  were  used.  (The  model  shown 
in  Scheme  1  has  21  parameters  calculated  from  27  equations, 
while  the  largest  one  has  71  parameters  calculated  from  99 
equations.)  Also,  some  input  parameters  (the  initial  values, 
the  higher  and  lower  limits  of  the  parameters,  and  the  number  of 
iterations)  were  used  with  different  values  in  different 
runs  for  each  model. 

Most  of  the  rate  coefficients  obtained  are  close  to  the 
average  (i.e.  within  20  p.c.  for  the  model  shown  in  Scheme  1), 
except  for  those  obtained  in  the  71-parameter  model  (50  p.c.), 
where  all  ttie  combination  and  disproportionation  reactions  were 
considered  to  be  temperature-dependent. 

The  high-pressure  recombination  reaction  rate  coefficients 
obtained  are: 

Radical  log  kc/dm  mol-*  s-* 

methyl  10.43^0.20 

1 ,1-dimethylpropyl  9.2-0. 3 

1 ,1 ,  3, 3-tetramethylpentyl  x  8. 9-0. 6 

2-methylal lyl  9. 0-0. 4 

Since  these  rate  coefficients  are  in  good  agreement  with 
those  obtained  for  similar  radicals,  the  assumption  made,  i.e. 
that  the  "geometric  mean  rule"  is  valid  for  bulky  and  unsatura¬ 
ted  radicals,  seems  justified. 

"h  assuming  0(M,MHI»T  --  0(11, MlO 
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Kinetics  of  the  Chlorination  of  C2H5Br  and  the  Competitive 
Bromi nation  of  C2H5C1,  CH3CHC12,  C2HsBr,  and  CH3CHBr2. 


E.  Tschuikow-Roux,  D.R.  Salomon,  F.  Faraji,  and  K.  Miyokawa 


Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  Calgary, 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  T2N  1N4 


The  competitive  photobromi nation  of  C2H5C1,  CH3CHC12,  C2ll5Br,  and 
CH3CHBr2  against  C2H6  as  primary  standard  has  been  investigated  between  32 
and  95°C.  Over  this  range  of  temperature  bromine  atom  attack  in  all  cases 
occurs  almost  exclusively  at  the  halogen  substituted  site,  leading  to  very 
simple  kinetics: 

RH  +  Br  +  R  +  HBr 
R  +  Br2  +  RBr  +  Br 

where  R  represents  CH3CHX  or  CH3CX2  (X  =  Cl,  Br)  radicals.  Using  the  revised 
rate  parameters  for  the  bromination  of  ethane  reported  by  Amphlett  and 
Whittle1,  absolute  Arrhenius  parameters  for  a-hydrogen  abstraction  have  been 
obtained  and  are  listed  in  Table  1. 


TABLE  I.  Hydrogen  Abstraction 

by  Bromine  Atoms 

Reactant  1og10(A/cm3  mol-1  s~ 

M 

E/kcal  mol-1 

C2H6a 

14.135 

13.66 

ch3ch2ci 

12.182 

9.14 

12.545 

9.65 

cd3ch2ci 

12.535 

9.65 

ch3chci2 

11.806 

8.00 

CH3CH2Br 

12.645 

10.58 

CH3CHBr2 

11.475 

8.11 

“  Primary  standard,  Ref.  1. 


In  a  companion  study  the  photochl or 1  nation  of  C2H5Br  has  also  been 
Investigated  In  the  temperature  range  0  to  90°C,  an1  shows  a  different 
mechanism  than  that  observed  In  the  chlorination  of  chloro-  and 
fluoroethanes2’3. 

The  bromoethyl  radical  produced' from  Cl  atom  attack  on  the  primary 
hydrogen  In  CH3CH2Br  Is  found  to  be  unstable  even  at  0°C  and  decomposes  to 
C2H4  plus  Br.  This  causes  a  chain  transfer  which  propagates  parallel  to  the 
‘normal’  chlorination  mechanism.  The  principal  products  observed  are 
CH3CHBrCl ,  C2HM,  CH3CHBr2,  and  CH2ClCH2Br,  the  yields  of  the  latter  three 
being  pressure  dependent.  Trace  amounts  of  CH2C1CH2C1  and  CH2BrCH2Br  were 
also  observed.  These  results  may  be  Interpreted  In  terms  of  the  reaction 
scheme: 
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CH3CH28r  +  Cl 

■> 

ClljdllBr  +  ItCl 

(U 

dll2Cll2Br*  +  HC1 

(2) 

CHjCHOr  +  Cl 2 

*> 

CHjCHBrCl  +  Cl 

(3) 

CH2CH2Br  +  Cl  2 

CH2C1CH2Br  +  Cl 

(4) 

CH2CH2Br* 

C2H^  +  Br 

(5) 

CH2CHBr*  +  M 

dH2CH2Br  +  M 

(6) 

CH3CtiBr  +  Br 

CH3CHBr2 

(7) 

CH2C!l2Br  +  Br 

* 

CH2BrCH2Br 

(8) 

C2H1(  +  Cl 

dlt2CH2Cl 

(9) 

Ch2ch2ci  +  Cl  2 

-> 

CH2C1CH2C1  +  Cl 

(10) 

Application  of  the  usual  stationary  state  approximation  yields  the  relationships 

¥ 


1 

1ST 


[CH2ClCH2Br] 


Plots  of  these  product  ratios  against  [M]  or  1/[M],  respectively,  where  [M] 
is  an  inert  additive  (C2F6)  present  in  excess,  yielded  straight  lines.  From 
the  slopes  and  intercept  we  obtained  at  50°C,  ks/k6  =  2665  Torr,  and  k j/k2  = 
3.41,  a  reasonable  value  for  a  vs.  p  hydrogen  abstraction. 
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The  ah-eaiatny.  af.  XciP.Ut  iiax.tliaaa  fiaiiaalaL  Raaot.ion  w.i.th, 

Haiaauilac  O.X£san 

Askar  Fahr, Chemical  Kinetics  Division, National  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Gaithersburg,  Md .  20899  and  Ailaa  IL.  LauXac.  Chemical 
Sciences  Division, U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
20545 

Chemical  reactions  of  small  electron  Inally  exoited 
hydrocarbon  radioals,  aside  from  those  of  the  low-lying  singlet 
methylene  species,  have  not  been  extensively  studied  probably 
because  these  species  are  difficult  to  prepare  and  characterize. 
Methylene,  of  course,  is  the  smallest  of  the  series  of 
unsaturated  hydrocarbon  radioals.  However,  the  existence  and 
identification  of  a  long-lived  oarbene,  i.e.,  the  electronically 
excited  vinylldene  radioal(H2C=C) ,  has  been  documented  in  recent 
work  from  this  laboratory1.  The  chemistry  of  vinylldene  remains 
virtually  unknown.  The  ground  state  singlet^Aj)  has  a  lifetime 
to  isomerization  to  acetylene  of  less  than  1  ps  and  is  unlikely 
to  be  Involved  In  chemical  reactions.  The  first  excited  triplet 
state  has  a  large  potential  barrier  to  isomerization  that  has 
been  calculated  to  be  about  45  kcal/mol  and  may  be  expected  to  be 
long-lived.  In  earlier  experiments  the  quenching  of  triplet 
vinylldene  to  the  ground  singlet  state  has  been  examined  for  a 
series  of  non-reactive  collision  partners.  In  addition,  efforts 
wore  made  to  search  for  a  chemical  reaction  with  several  possible 
reactive  quenching  partners  such  as  H->  and  CHy.  There  was  no 
evidence  for  an  abstraction  reaction. 

It  is  well  known  that  ground  state  molecular  oxygen  reacts 
rapidly  with  hydrocarbon  free  radicals,  particularly  the  spin- 
allowed  reaction  with  triplet  species.  If  the  excited  triplet 
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Yinylidene  species  has  properties  similar  to  that  of  its 
methylene  honolog,  then  we  night  expect  a  relatively  rapid 
reaction  with  oxygen.  In  the  work  to  be  reported  here  we  have 
concluded  a  rate  constant  and  mechanistic  investigation  of  the 
title  reaction  using  the  vacuum  ultraviolet  flash  photolysis  of 
vinyl  ohloride  in  to  produce  the  triplet  vinylidene  speoie3. 
Vacuum  ultraviolet  kinetic  absorption  spectroscopy  of  CO  in  its 
strong  Fourth  Positive  system  was  used  to  monitor  product 
formation  from  which  it  was  possible  to  derive  the  rate  constant 
of  the  reaction.  The  (^Bj)  H2C  =  C  was  monitored  in  absorption  at 
137  nm,  acetylene  at  152  nra  and  CO,  as  noted  above,  In  its  (0,0) 
•transition  of  the  4+  system  at  154  nm. 

There  are  several  possible  reaction  paths,  In  this 
photolytic  system,  that  may  lead  to  CO  formation.  They  Include 
the  reaction  of  product  C2H2  with  0(^p)  that  may  be  formed  in  the 
initial  photolytic  process  as  well  as  the  reaction  of  (3q2)h2C=C 
with  molecular  02  or  with  0(^p)  atoms.  The  various  Drocesses 
could  be  discerned  through  a  combination  of  temporal  profiles, 
intensity  dependencies  and  reaction  energetics. 

We  will  discuss  the  rate  constant  for  the  title  reaction, 
possible  production  of  vibrationally  excited  CO  product  and  some 
comments  about  the  nature  of  the  transition  state. 

1.  A.  Fahr  and  A.  H.  Laufer,  "Photodissociation  of  Vinyl 
Chloride : Formation  and  Kinetics  of  V iny lideneH2C=C ( ^B2) " ,  J. 

Phy3.  Chera.,JLii  2906(1985)  and  references  therein 
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National  Bureau  of  Standards. 
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ON  THE  KINETICS  AND  THERMOCHEMI STRY  OP  CYANOACETYI.ENE  AND  THE 

ETHYNYL  RADICAL 

Joshua  D .  Halpern.  and  George  E.  Miller,  Department  of  Chemistry, 
Howard  University,  Washington,  DC,  USA  and  Winston  Nottingham, 
Department  of  Chemistry,  University  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Washington,  DC,  USA 

The  cyanoacetylenes  are  important  odd  nitrogen  species  found 
in  Interstellar  space  (1).  Recently,  ethynyl  has  also  been 
observed  (2).  Moreover,  the  Voyager  mission  showed  that  HCC-CN 
is  the  second  most  important  odd  nitrogen  species  In  the 
atmosphere  of  Titan  (3).  We  report  here  on  a  measurement  of  the 
bond  strength  of  dlcyanoacetylene,  which  can  be  used  to  find  the 
heat  of  formation  of  the  ethynyl  radical.  The  lowest  energy 
channel  for  dissociation  of  cyanoacetylene  is  then  found  to  be 

(1)  HCC-CN  +  h  — V  II  +  CC-CN  AH  =  50G  +  21  kJ/mole 

rather  than 

(2)  HCC-CN  +  h  — CN  +  CC-H  AH  =  598  +  12  kJ/mole 

We  also  report  on  a  measurement  of  the  reaction  rate  constant  for 

(3)  CN  +  HCC-CN  —v*  NC-CN  +  CC-H  ,111  =  58  +  1.6  kJ/mole 

of  the  order  of  1  x  10  cm  /molecule-sec.  This  was  proposed  as 
the  source  of  C2Ng  *n  Titan's  atmosphere  to  replace  (4,5) 

(4)  CN  +  HCN  — NC-CN  +  H  AH  =  -37  +  8  kJ/mole 

The  rate  of  reaction  4  was  originally  estimated  to  be  of  the 
-11  3 

order  of  10  cnr/molecule-sec,  but  measured  to  be  of  the  order 
of  lO-^1'  cmVmolecule-sec  (6).  Work  is  continuing  on  measurement 
of  the  branching  ratios  of  reactions  1  and  2,  and  measurement  of 
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the  absorption  coefficient  of  cyanoacetylene  between  250  and  190 
nm. 

We  used  the  photodlssoclatlve  excitation  method  to  measure 
the  bond  strength  of  C^Ng.  The  apparatus  was  described  in 
Reference  7.  The  VUV  light  source  was  formed  by  a  short,  high 
voltage  discharge  in  argon,  which  was  dispersed  through  a  small 
VUV  monochromator.  The  threshold  for  photodlssociative 

P  A. 

excitation  of  CN  (B;£i  )  Is  found  to  be  141  +  2  nm.  The  cutoff  is 
not  due  to  the  absorption  of  C^Ng  rising  suddenly  at  this  point, 
or  the. lamp  output  suddenly  increasing.  Using  the  measured  value 
of  535  kJ/mole  for  the  heat  of  formation  of  C^Ng  (8)  and  101 
kJ/mole  for  the  heat  of  formation  of  CN  (9),  we  obtain  648  +  21 
kJ/mol  for  the  heat  of  formation  of  CgN.  This  compares  with  a 
heat  of  formation  of  533  +  4  kJ/mol  for  Cgll. 

With  the  heat  of  formation  of  HC^N  of  355  kJ/mole  (10)  we 
obtain  the  heat  of  reation  1.  Thus,  ethynyl  will  be  produced  by 
photodissociation  considerably  below  the  energetic  threshold  for 
reaction  2.  We  are  currently  measuring  the  branching  ratio 
between  reactions  1  and  2  at  193  nm. 

The  reaction  rate  constant  of  reaction  3  was  measured  in 
generally  the  same  mariner  as  in  Reference  7.  A  mixture  of  1% 
C2N2,  1%  HC  ^N  and  98  %  argon  was  passed  through  the  photolysis 
cell.  C^gWas  used  as  the  CN  source  because  the  yield  of  CN 
radicals  at  193  nm  was  many  orders  of  magnitude  higher  than  for 
HC3N.  Decay  rates  were  measured  under  pseudo-first  order 
conditions  at  several  pressures.  The  rates  were  plotted  as  a 
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function  of  the  cyanoactylene  pressure  to  extract  the  rate 

constant  for  reaction  3. 

This  work  was  sponsored  by  NASA.  GEM  acknowledges  the 

support  of  the  United  States  National  Science  Foundation. 
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THE  RADICAL-RADICAL  NFg  REACTIONS 

Bedjanian  Yu.R.,  Gershenzon  Yu.M. ,  Kishkovitch  O.P. ,  Rozenshtein  V.B. 

Institute  of  Ghemical  Physics,  Moscow  117977,  USSR 

The  experiments  were  carried  out  in  a  flow-tube  apparatus  com- 
bienod  with  EPR/IMR  -  spectrometer  [.ll  .  The  NFg-radicals  were  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  furnace  (  500  K  ). 

NPg  ±  OH  .  Tne  experimental  conditions  were:  p  =  (  1-6  )  Torr, 

T  a  500  K,  [0H]~  1012cm“3,  [NPg]  =(0.6  -  3,7-)  1013cra“3. 

The  OH-radicals  were  produced  in  the  H  +  NOg  reaction.  One  can  put 
down  the  obtained  rate  constant  =  (  1*55  -  0.35)*10-1^cra3s-^  to 
the  only  exotermic  channel  OH  +  NFg->  HP  +  PNO. 

NFg  +  HOg  .  The  experiments  were  carried  out  at  T  =  300  K,  p=(lO  - 
-  16)  Torr  (  [He]/[023  =  l),  HOg  =  (  2-20  )  lO^cm-3,  NP2  = 

*  (  0.5  -  10  )  1013  cm-3.  The  HOg  -  radicals  were  produced  in 
H  +  Og  +  M  reaction.  The  rate  constant  kg  =  (  2*4  -  0.6  ).'tO“12cm3s_1 
was  measured  and  the  main  channel  NPg  +  II0g-»  P  +  OH  +  PNO  was 
determined. 

NPg  +  NOg  .  The  reaction  was  studied  at  T  =  (  300  -  530  ■)  K, 
p  =  (  0.8  -  60  )  Torr,  NOg  =  (  0,3  -  8.6  4./f01^cm-3.  The  rate  con¬ 
stant  obtained  for  a  channel  NPg  +  NOg  — 2FN0  is  k^=8.6  10“lip 

exp(  -  2450/T). 

NPg  +  NPg  +  M  -»  NgP^  +  M  .  The  reaction  was  studied  for  M  =  He,0g, 
NO.NgP^  at  p  =  (  19  -  110  )  Torr.  The  following  results  were  obtained 
kjje  =  (  0.6  1  O*1)  io~32  cm6s"1’  kQ  (  1.0  ±  0.3  )  *10“32  cm6s_1 , 

kN0  n  (  1*2  -  0.2)  10  32cra6s  \  kNgP4  =  (  4.8  +  -t.0)*>1,0"32cm6s“1 . 

Reference.  T.  Gershenzon  Yu.M. ,  El  in  S.D. ,  Kishcovitch  O.P. , 

Lebedev  Ya.S.,  Malkhasian  R.T.,  Rosenahtein  V.B.,  Trubnikov  G.R. 
Doklady  Akad.Nauk  SSSR,  1980, v. 255, H°  3,  P*  620  -  622. 
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Formation  of  molecular  hydrogen  by  the  thermal 
decomposition  of  n-dialkylperoxides  in  oxygen. 


K.A.  SAHETCHIAN,  A.  HEISS,  R.  RIGNY,  J.  TARDIEU  de  MALEISSYE 

Laboratoire  de  Chimie  Generate,  C.N.R.S.  UA  A0870,  Tour  55, 

E  A,  University  P.  et  M.  Curie,  A  Place  Jussieu, 

75252  PARIS  CEDEX  05  -  TRANCE. 


The  self- reaction  of  H02  radicals  in  the  gas  phase  plays  a 
crucial  role  in  atmospheric  chemistry,  in  low  temperature  combustion  and 
generally  in  all  systems  were  these  radicals  are  present. 

It  is  established  that  the  recombination  rate,  at  298  K,  depends 
on  the  overall  pressure  and  may  be  modified  by  some  additives  such  as  H20 
vapor  or  NH  .  Moreover  the  recombination  rate  presents  a  significant 
negative  temperature  coefficient,  -  1.2  kcal.mol  .  The  effective  rate 
constant  [l]  appears  as  the  sum  of  a  bimolecular  component  and  a  pressure 
dependent  termolecular  one.  The  yield  of  H202  measured  in  flash-photolysis 
experiments  [2,3]  could  vary  from  29  %  of  the  self-reaction  expected  value 
(at  760  torr  and  278  K  in  presence  of  H20)  to  93  %  at  low  pressures  (10- 
25  torr).  In  order  to  explain  the  difference  between  the  expected  and  the 
observed  values  of  H^,  several  authors  have  suggested  that  the  formation 
of  H2  was  thermodynamically  possible. 

Previous  investigations  [a],  carried  out  in  quartz  vessels 
coated  by  and  treated  with  the  slow  reaction  H2/02,  pointed  out  that 
the  thermal  decomposition  in  02  of  some  di-n-alkylperoxides  produced  H02 
radicals  ;  the  self-reaction  of  these  radicals  produced  simultaneously 
l<2°2  and  lV  Alky1Peroxides  as  n(C7H150)2,  n(C5HjjO)2  or  n(C^H?0)2  were 
investigated  by  this  way  at  concentrations  ranging  from  10  to  100  p.p.m. 


The  present  work  was  undertaken  to  support  the  homogeneous 

formation  of  H2  by  a  reactive  pathway  parallel  to  the  H202  formation. 

Therefore  we  have  studied  the  ratio  [h2)/([h2]  +  [h2o2])  at  atmospheric 

pressure,  as  a  function  of  1)  the  temperature,  2)  the  ratio  Pn  /  (Pn  +  PM  ) 

u2  u2  2 


I 
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PQ  and  PN  being  partial  pressures  of  02  and  N2,  3)  the  concentration  of 
peroxide  ROOR  (mainly  niC^O^). 

An  overall  6  i.h-1  flow  rate  of  N2  +  02  was  maintained  inside  • 
the  vessel  at  at  =  £  0.5°C  with  a  residence  time  of  130  s.  The  concentration 
of  ROOR  being  constant,  we  have  studied  the  influence  of  02  upon  the 
formation  of  H202  and  H2,  when  02  was  substituted  progressively  to  N2>  At 
vessel  outlet,  a  flow  of  4.2  l.h-i  was  pumped  through  a  microprobe  and  the 
condensable  species  were  trapped  at  77  K  on  the  finger  of  a  dismountable 
Dewar.  Concentration  measurements  were  performed  by  using  H  P  L  C  for  ROOR, 
spectrophotometry  at  380  nm  for  H202  and  GC  (coupled  with  a  zirconia  cell) 
for  H2>  The  detection  threshold  of  H2  in  02  was  lower  than  0.1  p.p.m. 

The  data  for  six  temperatures  ranging  from  150  to  200°C, 
obtained  with  different  compositions,  exhibit  no  clear  dependence  of  the 
ratio  [H2]  /([h2]  +  [n202])  with  the  vessel  temperature.  However  a  slight 
decrease  can  be  noticed  in  the  range  150  -  180°C,  followed  by  an  apparent 
increase  of  this  ratio  between  180  and  200°C. 

The  intermediate  temperature  range  from  170  -  180°C  appears  the 
most  convenient  to  study  the  influence  of  02  and  ROOR  on  the  formation  of 
H2.  With  ratios  PQ  /(PQ  +  PN  )  ranging  from  1/6  to  5/6  as  well  with 

concentrations  of  ROOR  from  30  to  120  p.p.m,,  no  dependence  of  partial 
pressures  of  02  or  peroxide  concentration  was  observed  on  the  relative 
amount  of  H2  formed.  An  average  value  of  (7.9  +  0.8)  %,  with  an  error  of 
1  standard  -  deviation,  was  obtained  for  the  ratio  [h2j  /([»2]  +  [h202]). 

Some  experiments  were  made  with  mixtures  of  02  and  di-tertiary- 
butylperoxide  at  concentrations  ranging  from  100  to  200  p.p.m.  and 
temperatures  from  170  to  190°C.  Molecular  hydrogen  was  also  generated 
jointly  with  H202  but  the  ratio  [h2]  /([ft,]  +  [H202])  was  lower,  about  1  %. 

Recently,  static  mixtures  of  H2Q2  80  %  with  N2  or  02  were 

irradiated  by  using  an  ArF  exciplexe  laser  at  193.3  nm.  Fluences  between 
-2 

1  and  16  roJ.cm  with  pulses  of  30  ns  were  used  during  exposure  times  from 
5  to  35  min.  In  linear  photochemistry,  heavy  absorption  of  H20  vapor  occurs 
at  185  nm  and  extends  through  shorter  wavelengths.  The  H50»  vapor  absorption 
occurs  to  longer  wavelengths,  with  an  absorption  coefficient  (i  ~  60.10  cm“. 
molec."1  at  ly3  nm.  In  these  conditions,  a  specific  photochemical 


decomposition  of  H202  should  be  possible  without  H20  modification  ;  the 
expected  subsequent  hydrogen  formation  proceeding  from  H202  exclusively. 
Unfortunately,  under  non  linear  irradiations  which  correspond  to  the  laser 
pulses,  important  quantities  of  molecular  hydrogen  are  detected  indifferently 
in  presence  of  pure  H20  vapor  or  in  H20/H202  vapor  mixtures.  This  formation 
of  H2  is  likely  due  to  a  complicated  radical  mechanism  resulting  from  a  not 
well  clarified  multiphotonic  UV  absorption  by  H20  and  H202. 

Discussion. 

The  reactions  likely  to  occur  in  this  system  are  presented  in 
the  following  mechanism  : 


RO  - 

■  OR  _ 

- >- 

2  RO 

(1) 

RO 

+  o2  - 

- ► 

H02  +  product 

(2) 

ho2 

+  U°2  - 

H2°2  +  °2 

(3  a) 

ho2 

+  ho2  - 

- 

H2  +  2  02 

(3  b) 

RO  - 

- »• 

H  +  product 

(4) 

H  + 

peroxide  - 

- V 

H2  +  product 

(5) 

H  + 

02  +  M  - 

- > 

H02  +  M 

(6) 

RO  - 

- > 

H2  +  product 

(7) 

The  ratio  [h2]/([h2]  +  C H202 ] )  is  both  independent  of  oxygen  and  ROOR 
concentrations  ;  So  : 

1)  Even  if  H  is  formed  during  decomposition  of  ROOR,  it  would  be  transformed 
into  H02  by  reaction  (6)  and  not  into  H2  by  reaction  (5),  which  presents 
a  negligible  rate  as  compared  to  that  of  reaction  (6)  [4j  ; 

2)  The  later  observation  rules  out  the  possibility  that  H  or  H2  could  arise 
from  RO  radicals,  according  to  reactions  (2),  (4)  and  (7). 

3)  Finally,  the  temperature  having  no  influence  on  the  above  ratio,  the 
formation  of  H  or  H2  from  RO  radicals  is  also  excluded  ;  the  decom¬ 
position  steps  (4)  and  (7)  should  have  high  activation  energies, 
whereas  the  competitive  reaction  (2)  has  a  much  lower  one. 

In  conclusion,  our  results  are  in  favor  of  the  fact  that  the 
self-reaction  of  H02  radicals  occurs  through  2  parallel  pathways  (3  a)  and 
(3  b),  which  may  be  complex  and  indirect. 
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Reaction  Mechanisms 


for  Decomposition  of  Energetic  Materials* 


Carl  F.  Melius  and  J.  Stephen  Binkley 
Sandia  National  Laboratories 
Livermore,  California  94550 


Introduction 

The  mechanism  for  decomposition  of  energetic  materials  at  the  molecular  level  has  been 
investigated  theoretically  using  the  BAC-MP4  quantum  chemistry  method.  The  BAC-MP4 
method  provides  accurate  thermochemical  properties  of  molecular  species,  including 
radicals  as  well  as  stable  species  and  can  also  determine  the  thermochemistry  of  transition 
state  structures.  We  have  applied  this  method  to  the  decomposition  of  C-  and  N-nitro 
compounds. 

IIONO  Elimination 

The  initial  step  in  the  decomposition  process  is  the  unimolecular  bond  breaking  of  the 
molecule.  The  heats  of  formation  AHf°  and  free  energies  AGf°  of  nitrocthane 
(CH3CH2NO2)  and  methyl-nitramine  (CH3NHNO2)  and  their  possible  decomposition 
products  as  well  as  transition  state  structure  complexes  have  been  calculated.  The 
important  Ally's  and  AGf"'s  are  given  in  Table  I.  The  results  indicate  that  the  weakest 
bond  is  that  of  the  NO2  group,  being  48  kcal-moH  for  methyl-nitramine  and  58  kcal-mol-1 
for  nitroethane.  For  both  molecules,  the  five-centered  elimination  of  HONO  can  occur, 
with  an  activation  barrier  of  ~41  keal-mol'1  in  both  cases.  For  nitroethane,  the  resulting 
rate  constant  as  a  function  of  temperature  for  the  five-centered  HONO  elimination 

C2H5N02  ^  C2H4  +  HONO  AE  =  4 1  kcal-moH 

is  given  in  the  figure  and  is  compared  with  various  experimental  data.  As  one  can  see  from 
the  figure,  the  agreement  is  excellent.  At  higher  temperatures,  direct  C-N  bond  scission 
occurs 


C2H5N02  ->  C2I I5  +  N02  AE  =  58  kcal-moH 

causing  an  increase  in  the  decomposition  rate  constant. 


II  Atom  Catalyzed  Decomposition 

The  resulting  unimolecular  rate  constants  for  HONO  elimination  at  600K  obtained  from 
Table  I  are  0.0025  and  0.003  sec-1  respectively  for  methylnitramine  and  nitroethane.  While 
the  nitroethane  results  are  in  excellent  agreement  with  experiment,  for  methyl-nitramine,  the 
rate  constant  is  significantly  smaller  than  the  overall  thermal  decomposition  rate  constants 
measured  for  nitramines.  This  indicates  that  HONO  elimination  is  not  the  rate  determining 
step  in  the  decomposition  of  nitramines,  and  that  a  more  complicated,  non-unimolccular 


♦This  work  supported  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense 
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process  is  controlling  the  thermal  decomposition  of  nitramincs.  Initial  bond  scissioning  of 
the  nitro  group,  with  an  activation  energy  of  -48  kcal-moH,  leading  to  radical  formation  is 
therefore  an  important  unimolecular  mechanism  and  plays  a  more  important  role.  (The 
larger  bond  strength  in  nitroethane  of  -58  kcat-mol'1  causes  the  HONO  elimination  to  be 
more  important  in  nitroethane.)  We  therefore  propose  a  new  H  atom  assisted 
decomposition  pathway  to  explain  the  experimental  data.  The  reaction  pathways  for  H 
atom  attack  on  methylnitramine  are  shown  in  Figure  2.  The  BAC-MP4  results  indicate  that 
II  atom  can  readily  add  to  the  nitro  group  to  form  an  intermediate  complex, 
CH3NIIN(0)0H,  which  can  decompose  either  by  OH  elimination,  HONO  elimination,  or 
by  C-N  bond  scission. 

Internal  Hindered  Rotors 

The  proper  treatment  of  hindered  rotors  is  important  in  these  decomposition  processes  since 
both  the  methyl  group  as  well  as  the  nearly  free-rotor  nitro  group  are  constrained  at  the 
five-center  elimination  transition  state.  In  order  to  extend  the  BAC-MP4  thermochemistry 
at  0  K  to  finite  temperatures,  it  is  necessary  to  include  the  effects  of  the  temperature 
dependence  of  internal  hindered  rotors.  We  therefore  have  derived  approximate  analytical 

functions  for  the  energy  Ejir,  the  heat  capacity  Qir.  and  entropy  change  AS^  for  the  internal 
hindered  rotor.  These  expressions  extend  the  analytic  expressions  derived  by  Pitzer  and 
Gwinn  for  infinite  moment  of  inertia  with  parameters  chosen  to  approximately  fit  their 
tabulated  data  for  finite  moments  of  inertia.  The  resulting  analytical  expressions  are  given 
by 

Ehr  -  RT  (0.5  +  Y  -  g(Y))  (x(e*-1)-1) 

Chr  =  R  (0.5  +  Y2  -  g(Y)  -g(Y)2)  (X2ex  (e*  - 1  )'2) 

AShf  =  R  ( In(Slo)  +.Y  -  g(Y))  (z20z  (B*  - 1)*) 
where 

g(Y)  =  Y  (Sli/SIp),  Sln  =  Modified  Bessel  Function 

V  =  V  /  RT,  x  =  (1 .67/ Ir)  (V /  RT)1/2,  z  =  3.8/Ir, 

V  =  barrier  height,  Ir  =  reduced  moment  of  inertia 

The  barrier  heights  are  estimated  from  the  Hartree-Fock  scaled  frequencies  v  by 

V  =  (v/134n)2  lr 

where  n  is  the  foldedness  of  the  barrier,  The  constant  was  adjusted  to  give  reasonable 
barrier  heights  for  the  methyl  radical.  This  treatment  of  hindered  rotors  appears  to  work 
satisfactorily  for  the  lowest  frequency  hinder  rotor  of  a  molecule  but  breaks  down  for 
multiple  hindered  rotors  which  are  coupled,  thereby  mixing  the  frequencies  as  well  as  the 
axis  of  the  reduced  moments  of  inertia. 


-52 


Tabic  I.  Calculated  heats  of  formation  AHf‘  and  free  energies  of  formation  AGf  at  various 
temperatures  using  the  BAC-MP4  method  for  various  molecular  species  and  transition  state  ■ 
activated  complexes  involved  in  the  decomposition  of  methyl-nitramine  and  nitro-cthanc. 
(Energy  in  kcal-molc1,  temperature  in  K.) 
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m 

1000 
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16.5 
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27.3 

36.4 

cii3nhno2 
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46.8 

41.9 

68.0 

95.0 

131.7 

177.3 

ch3ch2no2 

• 

->  C2H4  +  HONO 

21.9 

17.0 

40.8 

65.6 

99.6 

142.0 

II2NN(0)0H 


1000  /  T  (K) 

Figure  1.  Rale  constant  for  five-centered  elimination  ofHONO  from  nitroethane. 
Shaded  curve  is  calculated  using  BAC-MP4  thermochemistry.  Solid  curves  are  various 
cxpciimcntal  results. 


Reaction  of  CH3NHN02+  H 


-20  -J 


Reaction  Coordinate  Diagram 


Figure  2.  Calculated  reaction  pathways  for  the  reaction  of  CH3NHNO2  +  H  -» 
products,  based  on  BAC-MP4  heats  of  formation  at  OK  for  stable  and  transition  state 
activated  complexes.  Vertical  energy  scale  in  kcal-mole'1. 
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The  Pressure  Dependent  Decomposition  of  the  Trifluoromethoxy 

Radical 

by 

l.  Batt,  M.  MacKay,  I.A.B.  Reid*  and  P.  Stewart, 

University  of  Aberdeen,  Meston  Walk,  Aberdeen  AB9  2UP.,  Scotland. 

A  re-examination  of  the  decomposition  of  bis  trifluoromethyl  peroxide* 
allowed  a  value  to  be  determined  for  the  rate  constant  of  the  decomposition  of 
the  trifluoromethoxy  radical  over  the  temperature  range  509  -  545K: 

CPjO  +  M  ->  CP20  +  P  +  M  (1) 

Excellent  agreement  was  obtained  from  RRKM  theory  and  experiment  for  the 
computer  modelling  of  the  pressure  dependence  of  reaction  (1)  at  532. 8K.  The 
Arrhenius  parameters  under  high  pressure  limiting  conditions  are  given  by: 

log [kj M/s'1  =  13.7  -  (14300/2.303  T) 

Some  of  the  parameters  for  reaction  (1)  were  then  applied  to  the 
decomposition  of  the  methoxy  radical  (2) 

ClIjO  +  M  Cli20  +  ti  +  M  (2) 

This  led  to  a  value  for  k^”)  given  by 

log[k2(»)/s'1]  =  13.38  -(14450/2.303  T)  . 

Reference 

1.  b.  Batt  and  R.  Walsh,  Int.  J.  Chem.  Kinet.,  H_,  933  (1982). 


Present  address:  British  Gas,  hondon  Research  Station,  Pulliam,  London,  ling  land. 
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Synthesis  and  Pyrolysis  of  Pcrfluoroazo-2-propane 
by 

K. V.  Scherer  Jr.,  University  of  Southern  California, 
Los  Angeles,  CA.  90089  -1062,  U.S.A. 

and 

L.  Batt  and  P.  Stewart,  University  of  Aberdeen, 
Aberdeen  AB9  2UE,  Scotland. 


An  improved  method  has  been  used  to  synthesise  perfluoroazo-2-propane . 
Pyrolysis  over  the  temperature  range  4S0  -514K  in  a  static  system  lias  been  shown  . 
to  be  a  homogeneous,  first  order  process.  No  pressure  dependence  was  observed 
in  the  presence  of  excess  inert  gas  (SF^) .  The  only  products  were  nitrogen 
and  pcrfluoro-2,3-dimethylbutane.  The  rate  constant  (k)  for  the  decomposition 
process  is  given  by: 


logCk/s'1)  =  16.74  ±0.20  -  (22700  ±252/2.303  T) 

These  results  lead  to  a  straightforward  mechanism  for  the  decomposition  process. 

i-C3F7  N2i-C3F7  -►  i-C3F?N2  +  i-C^  (1) 

i-C3F?N2  i-C3F?  +  N2  (2) 

2i-C3F?  -►  (i-C3F?)2  (3) 


Comparison  is  made  for  results  with  other  azo  compounds. 


-55 


EXPERIMENTAL  AND  THEORETICAL  STUDY 
OF  THE  ETHYL  RADICAL  UNIMOLECULAR  DISSOCIATION 

Y.  SIMON,  J.F.  FOUCAUT  and  G.  SCACCHI 
Departement  de  Chimin  Physique  des  Reactions 
UA  CNRS  328,  INPL  (ENSIC)  et  University  de  Nancy  I 
1,  rue  Grandville  54000  NANCY  (France) 


In  the  literature,  the  kinetic  data  on  the  unimolecular  processus 

of  dissociation  of  ethyl  radical  are  somewhat  old  [Lin  and  Back  1966  (*)  ; 

2 

Loucks  and  Laidler  1967  (  )]  and  rather  scattered.  We  have  considered  it 
would  be  Interesting  to  return  to  the  study  of  this  elementary  reaction.  The 
pyrolysis  of  C2lig,  which  includes  it,  had  been  studied  in  the  following 
conditions  :  conventional  static  system,  initial  pressure  between  1  and  300 
torr,  temperature  between  793  and  813  K.  The  rate  constant  k 

C2H4  ,  CV1/2  C,I4 

is  evaluated  by  the  expression  i  k  «  /2k .  r  (r  )  where  r  and 

CH4  too 

r  1  are  the  initial  rates  of  formation  of  CH.  and  C.H,  and  k.  the  rate 
o  4  2  4  t 

constant  of  the  termination  processus  (2  C2H,..). 

The  experimental  results  (fall-off  curves)  are  interpreted  by  the 
RRKM  theory  and  two  approaches  of  TROE. 

1  -  RRKM  treatment. 

We  have  used  the  R.R.K.M.  program  of  R.G.  Gilbert  (Q.C.P.E.  n° 

460)  (3). 

-  chosen  parameters  for  C^H^.  radical  t  frequencies  I  2995  (5),  1632  (6),  1037  (2),  988 
(2),  560  (1)  t  external  symnetry  number  »  1  j  optical  isomer  t  1  ;  internal  rotation  t 
B  •  16.1  cm  *  and  Internal  symmetry  number  t  6. 

-  Details  of  tha  activated  complex  employed  i  frequencies  i  3067  (6),  1666  (3),  1023  (2), 
933  (3),  600  (2)  i  external  symmetry  number  :  1  ;  optical  isomer  t  1. 

-  Other  details  t  moments  of  inertia  ratio  t  1.16  to  1.20  (depending  of  T)  }  collision 

•  „  i 

diameter  :  2.9  A  j  activation  energy  at  OK  i  Eq  «  38.6  kcal.molc  . 


These  parameters  give  an  excellent  agreement  between  theoretical 
and  experimental  fall-off  curves  at  any  temperature.  Arrhenius  expressions 
for  kM  and  k^^  (the  low  pressure  second  order  rate  constant)  can  be  derived 
(see  further). 
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2  -  First  approach  of  TROE. 

■  .a. 

The  modification  of  Kassel  integral  made  By  TROE  (  )  leads  to  the 
following  expression  s 

I  - 


k  „  s*  -  l 

*mi  1  |  _ x  «xp  (•«)  dx 

ny .  j 


S,  -  1 


.0  >  *  ro  h  <VV  (rrs;)5* 

i  r  sk  ■ 1 

utth  l0  (SK.^,)  -  fjry  J  (x  +  Bk)  txp  <-x)  dx  .nd  kQ  -  k^P 


x>  0 


The  "effective"  values  S^,  and  of  Kassel  parameters  S  and  B  are 

estimated  from  the  15  frequencies  of  CjHg.  [14  frequencies  of  RRKM  theory  + 

350  cm  *  instead  of  internal  rotation)  and  E  =  40.0  kcal.mole  *. 

o 

The  method  of  determination  of  and  k^j  is  the  following  one  ; 

the  theoretical  curve  i  log  I  vs  log  1-^ - J  -  log  I  can  be  rewritten  : 


log  k 


uni 


-  log  k  vs  log  P  -  log  k 


uni 


+  log  k 


bint 


and  can  be 


derived  from  the  experimental  curve  :  log  kunl  vs  log  P  -  log  kyn^  by  two 
translations  leading  to  k^  and  k.j^  (least  square  method).  The  fitting 
between  the  two  curves  is  very  good  and  allows  us  to  propose  Arrhenius 
expressions  for  kM  and  k^- 

r 

3  -  Second  theoretical  approach  of  TROE. 

The  Lindemann-Hinshelwood  theory  leads  to  the  "switching  function" 


LH  * 


_  uni 
k 


1  +  x 


rUI  <*> 


k  k.,  P 
with  x  -  f  -  -{jl=- 


TROE  (  )  has  shown  that  realistic  reduced  fall-off  curves  can  be 
represented  well  by  adding  a  broadening  factor  F(x)  to  the  above 
expression  : 


uni 

k 


1  +  x 


F(x) 


with  log  F(x) 


leg  F 


)  j . i°R.y  . . :y 

-  1,27  log 


F  is  evaluated  from  the  effective  parameters  S„  and  B„  and  the 

C6HC  K  K 

collisional  deactivating  efficiency  p  . 


^  To  present  experimental  and  theoretical  results  in 
log  -  vs  log  P  scales'  it  is  necessary  to  have  transformed  P  into  x  :  k^ 

oo 

can  be  evaluated  by  any  extrapolation  method  and  k^m  by  an  expression, 
proposed  by  TROE,  which  is  a  product  of  different  factors  calculable  from 
parameters  relative  to  reactant  radical. 
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Chottn  parameters  t  frequencies  (those  of  RRKM)  I  Eo  -  40.0  ‘  kc*l. mole'1  | 
collision  diameter  4.4  A  |  number  of  oscillators  >  14  |  number  of  Internal  rotations  t 
1  t  number  of  oscillators  which  disappear  during  the  reaction  ■  3  |  moment  of  Inertia 
ratio  t  1.14  to  1.20  |  Lennard-Jones  Interaction  energies  c  -  1.79  kJO^  J.mole’1  * 
average  energy  transferred  per  collision  I  «E>  -  10  KJ.mole'1. 

The  theoretical  fall-off  curve  calculated  a  priori  from  the  above 

k  i 

expressions  do  not  fit  very  veil  with  the  "experimental"  points  log  — jp-  vs 
log  P.  By  a  method  of  trial  and  error  ve  have  successively  modified  the 
values  of  kro  and  k^^  until  ve  obtained  the  best  agreement.  Again  the 
fitting  is  excellent  at  any  temperature  and  ve  can  deduce  Arrhenius 
expressions  for  k^  and  k^^. 


A  -  Best  Arrhenius  expressions  for  k  and  k^.  . 

Taking  into  account  the  thermochemistry,  the  best  Arrhenius 
expressions  for  kM  and  ^im  are  obtained  by  RRKM  method  t 
,  ,n14  (  41  00(T|  -1  .  .  ,„18.3  r  34  QOO'l  3 

»  P  l - kMm  "  10  exp  [ - RT  J  cm 

mole  . s  . 


The  best  RRKM  treatment  in  the  literature  is  that  of  Lin  and 
Laidler  (6)  on  the  experimental  results  of  Lin  and  Back  and  Loucks 
and  Laidler  s  k^  **  10^‘5  exp  AOPP-j  S_1  and 

kbim  “  exP  »«*)  cm3. mole  3.s  3,  in  very  good  agreement  vith 

our  vork.  The  study  of  Michael  and  Suess  (7)  leads  to  E  «=  44  500  cal. mole"3 


.54  (  34  bOO1)  3  .  -1  -1 

exp  I  -  — — I  cm  .mole  .s 

e  study  of  Michael  and  Suess  (7)  3 


kbim  -  10 
our  vork.  The 


vhich  is  undoubtedly  too  high. 


(3)  M.C.  LIN  and  M.H.  BACK  -  Canad.  J.  Chem. ,  44,  2357  (1966). 

(^)  L.F.  LOUCKS  and  K.J.  LAIDLER  -  Canad.  J.  Chem.,  45,  2735  (1967). 

(3)  R.G.  GILBERT  -  Program  QCPE  n’  460. 

(  )  for  example  i  J.  TR0E,  Ber.  Bunsenges.  Phys.  Chem.,  28,  478  (1974), 

(  )  for  example  i  W.C.  GARDINER  Jr  and  J.  TR0E  -  Chap.  4  in  "Combustion 
Chemistry"  -  W.C.  GARDINER  Ed.,  Springer  Verlag  (1984). 

(6)  M.C.  LIN  and  K.J.  LAIDLER  -  Trans.  Faraday  Soc.,  64,  79  (1968). 

(7)  J.V.  MICHAEL  and  G.N.  SUESS  -  J.  Chem.  Phys.,  58,  2807  (1973), 
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THE  PHOTOCHEMICAL  Aim  THERMAL  DECOMPOSITION  OP  SOME 
SIMPLE  oC-DICAHDONYL  COMPOUNDS  IN  THE  GAS  PHASE 


R.A.  Back, 

Division  of  Chemistry, 

National  Research  Council  of  Canada. 


Recent  studies  are  described  of  the  photochemical  and 
thermal  decomposition  of  a  number  of  simple  ot, -dicarbonyl 
compounds  in  the  gas  phase,  inoluding  glyoxal  (cis  and  trans), 
oxalic  acid,  glyoxylio  acid,  pyruvio  aoid,  1,2-cyclobutanedione, 
and  l,2-diwethyl-cyclobutene-3,4-dione.  A  variety  of  mechanisms 
of  decomposition  is  obsorvedj  where  it  is  possible,  internal 
transfer  of  H  is  the  preferred  path,  in  other  cases  concerted 
molecular  decomposition  occurs.  Rate  constants  and  ArrheniUB 
parameters  are  presented  for  the  thermal  reactions,  and  mechanisms 
are  discussed  and  compared  for  both  the  thermul  and  the  photochemical 
decompositions. 
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UV-Laser  Induced  Decomposition  of  1,2-Dlchloropropane 


M.  Schneider,  R.  Weller,  J.  Wolfrum 
Physlkallsch-Chemlsches  Instltut 
Unlversitat  Heidelberg 


The  thermal  dehydrochlorinatlon  of  1,2-dlchloropropane  is  known  to  run 
predominantly  by  unimolecular  four-center  elimination  leading  to  a  charac¬ 
teristic  pattern  of  the  product  distribution  (3-chloropropene,  cls-1-chloro- 
propene,  trans-1-chloropropene,  2-chloropropene) .  2-chloropropene  Is  only  a 
minor  product  while  the  cis/trans  ratio  of  1-chloropropane  is  much  higher 
than  unity.  We  were  Interested  In  the  alternative  radical  chain  process  which 
Is  strongly  Inhibited  by  the  products.  The  experiments  were  carried  out  at 
temperatures  between  570  and  670K  using  an  exclmer  laser  [XeCI,  A  =  308nm, 
OOOmJ/  pulse,  80Hz  maximum  repetition  rate)  to  start  the  chain  by  photolysis 
of  the  substrate.  At  low  conversion  the  quantum  yield  was  in  the  order  of 
one  hundred  but  decreased  drastically  with  formation  of  the  chloropropenes. 
From  the  product  distribution  it  was  possible  to  deduce  the  relative  ab¬ 
straction  rates  of  the  reaction 

ci  +  c3h6ci2->-  hci  +  c3h5ci2 

at  the  three  differently  substituted  carbon  atoms.  In  contrast  to  the  thermal 
reaction  2-chloropropene  Is  the  main  product,  but  the  cis/trans  ratio  of 
1-chloropropene  remains  high.  The  results  are  compared  with  other  dehydro¬ 
chlorinatlon  reactions  and  a  computer  modell  In  order  to  simulate  Inhibition 
effects. 


The  Thermal  Decomposition  of  Ilnsymmctr  icol  Iliincthy  I  hydrazine 

K.  Brezinsky  and  F.L.  Dryer 
Princeton  University 
Princeton,  N.J.  08544,  U.S.A. 

D.  Schmitt  nnd  D.  I.ourrae 

Office  National  d’Etudes  et  de  Recherches  Aerospatiales 
92320  Chutillan,  France 

A  sliort  study  of  unsymmetr ical  dimethylhydrazine  (UDMII) 
decomposition  in  the  Princeton  flow  reactor  in  the  temperature 
range  761-799K  and  at  one  atmosphere  indicates  that  the  overall 
conversion  of  UDMH  to  products  proceeds  through  the  initial 
formation  of  formaldehyde  dimethyl  hydrazone  (FDH)  with  subse¬ 
quent  decomposition  of  FDH  into  smaller  products.  This  sequence 
has  not  been  observed  und  reported  before  in  any  of  the  publish¬ 
ed  high  temperature  studies  of  UDMH  decomposition.  However,  the 
present  observations  are  the  only  existent  direct  measurements  of 
intermediates  formed  as  a  function  of  extent  of  reaction,  and  the 
UDMH  conversion  to  FDH  is  so  rapid  as  to  have  been  missed  in 
previous  studies.  The  conversion  to  FDH  proceeds  isoergieully, 
i.e.  without  overall  chemical  energy  release.  Heat  release  in  the 
UDMH  decomposition  appears  to  occur  from  the  subsequent  decompos¬ 
ition  of  UDMH  into  smaller  products. 

Using  three  flow  reactor  experiments  at  three  different 
initial  temperatures  and  the  same  initial  UDMH  concentration  a 
first  order  rate  constant  for  the  conversion  process  to  FDH  has 
been  generated.  A  series  of  three  flow  reactor  experiments  at  the 
sane  temperature  but  different  initial  concentrations  of  UDMH  has 
indicated  that  the- decomposi t ion  is  very  near  first  order.  The 
Arrhenius  rute  parameters  developed  and  the  experimentally 
observed  first  order  nature  of  the  reaction  have  been  used  in 
calculation  of  UDMH  droplet  burning  characteristics. 


Oxidation  of  formaldehyde  at  low 
oxygen  concentration. 

M.  VANPEE*,  K.  SAH£TCHIANX,  V.  VI0SSATX,  0.  CHAMB0UXx. 

*  Department  of  chemical  Engineering,  Universty  of  Massasuchetts, 
Amherst,  Ma.  01003. 

x  Laboratoire  de  Chimie  Gdnerale,  Universite  P.  et  M.-  Curie 
C.N.R.S.  UA  40870,  4  Place  Jussieu,  75252  PARIS  CEDEX  05. 


One  of  the  authors  studied  the  slow  oxidation  of  formaldehyde 
at  temperature  about  400°C  in  pyrex  vessels  treated  with  acid  boric  and  in 
untreated  vessels  (1-2).  When  CH20/02  mixtures  contain  low  oxygen  amount,  a 
clear  break  is  observed  in  the  course  of  the  reaction  when  oxygen 
consumption  is  complete.  Until  this  moment  the  behaviour  of  the  curves  (Cu 
formation,  pressure  change  and  temperature)  is  the  same  as  those  for 
mixtures  containing  higher  oxygen  amounts.  After  the  break,  the  CO 
formation  rate  increases,  the  hydrogen  begins  to  appear  with  a  rate  similar 
to  CO  one  ;  a  break  is  also  observed  on  the  pressure  change  curve,  and  at 
the  same  time,  the  temperature  falls  abrutly  (fig.  1-2). 


From  the  scheme 

proposed  : 

[0] 

h2  CO  +  o2  _ 

- J 

H  CO  +  H02 

fvJ 

H  +  H2  CO - ^  +  H  CO 

[1] 

H  CO  +  02  _ 

- > 

CO  +  ho2 

[8} 

H  CO  +  H  _ ;,H2  +  CO 

[2] 

ho2  +  h2  CO  - 

— » 

H202  +  H  CO 

[9] 

OH  +  H2  CO - *  H2  0  +  H  CO 

[3] 

ho2  +  ho2  _ 

— > 

^2^2  + 

[10] 

OH  +  H202  - >  H20  +  H02 

[A] 

h2o2  +  M  _ 

— > 

2  OH  +  M 

[11] 

H02  P.aIS^  1/2  H20  +  3/2  02 

[5] 

H  +  H202  _ 

— * 

h2  +  ho2 

[12] 

h2o2  ££E2£  h2o  +  1/2  o2 

[6] 

H  CO  t  M  — 

H  +  CO  +  M 

Ihe  observations  can  be  interpreted  by  the  existence  of  two  distinct 
mechanisms.  In  the  presence  of  oxygen  the  reactions  0-*5  and  9->12  occur 
involving  H02  and  U202  ;  the  reaction  Is  a  degenerated  branching  reaction 
with  homogeneous  and  heterogeneous  terminations  :  reactions  11  and  12  have 
to  be  included  to  obtain  a  good  agreement  with  experimental  pressure  change 


curves.  In  the  second  mechanism,  in  absence  of  oxygen, the  reaction  may  be 
considered  as  a  linear  chain  reaction  with  formation  of  CO  and  H2  (reactions 
4  — ^  12) . 

From  the  proposed  mechanism, simulated  curves  (Cty),  02,  CO, 

HgO,  H202  evolution,  pressure  change,  temperature)  have  been  obtained  with 
computer  (fig.  3).  The  rate  constants  for  reactions  0— >10  are  the  recom¬ 
manded  values  of  literature  (3-8),  and  kJ2  are  "fitted"  according  to 
experimental  conditions. 

The  agreement  with  experimental  curves  is  good  for  different 
conditions  of  temperature,  mixture  richness,  wall  treatment. 
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PSEUDOFLAME  FRONT  FOR  METHANE  IN  A  LEAN  METHANE  AIR  MIXTURE 
Marcel  Vanpee 

Chemical  Engineering  Department 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst,  MA  01003 

This  paper  deals  with  the  Ignition  phenomena  observed  when  a  hot 
laminar  jet  of  inert  gases  is  injected  into  an  air  fuel  combustible  mixture. 
The  paper  concentrates  especially  on  the  air  methane  mixtures  where  a 
special  and  interesting  phenomenon  has  been  observed. 

The  normal  ignition  process  is  a  series  of  reactions  in  the  center  of 
the  Jet  which  produce  enough  heat  to  prevent  the  lowering  of  the  Jet 
temperature  owing  to  heat  losses  by  conduction.  A  luminous  column  always 
precedes  the  actual  ignition. 

Methane  does  not  follow  this  normal  ignition  process.  Figure  1  shows 
that  the  Ignition  diagram  is  quite  different  from  a  normal  one.  First  there 
is  no  preignition  glow  region.  The  region  where  no  luminosity  is  observed 
changes  abruptly  to  the  point  where  the  column  branches  into  explosion. 
Secondly  the  limit  of  Ignition  no  longer  has  a  minimum  in  the  flammable 
range  but  continuously  decreases  with  decreasing  concentration  of  methane 
and  is  prolonged  to  the  lean  side  by  a  curve  which  limits  a  new  zone.  In 
this  zone  a  luminous  region  of  special  shape  appears  in  the  Jet.  Tnls 
luminous  zone  is  shown  in  Figure  1.  Unlike  the  usual  preignition  glow,  this 
glow  has  sharp  edges.  The  glow  is  strongest  not  at  the  axis  of  the  jet  but 
at.  its  outside  boundary,  giving  the  impression  of  an  Inverted  flame  front 
with  its  apex  anchored  at  the  center  of  the  Jet.  The  analogy  of  this 
pseudoflame  with  a  true  flame  is  superficial  since  the  luminous  reaction 
zone  is  self-propagating  only  under  the  critical  conditions  of  the 
experiment. 

In  order  to  get  insight  into  the  pseudoflame  phenomenon,  radial  and 
longitudinal  concentrations  and  temperature  profiles  were  taken  within  the 
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Jet.  These  profiles  demonstrated  that  the  luminous  zone  is  a  zone  of  fast 
reaction  and  that  no  reaction  at  all  occurs  In  the  dark  zones.  To  explain 
the  sharpness  of  the  transition  between  these  two  zone,  a  branching  chain 
mechanism  is  postulated  and  the  boundary  between  the  two  zone  is  interpreted 
as  being  the  geometrical  locus  where  the  branching  probability  (u)  of  the 
chain  reactions  equals  the  probability  (B)  of  rupture:  u  »  B  (1) 

If  this  locus  and  the  temperature  and  concentration  field  are  known, 
equation  (1)  can  be  expressed  in  terms  of  concentration  and  temperature 
alone.  This  program  was  carried  out  experimentally  and  led  for  equation  (1) 
to  the  following  expression: 

J  E 

-  k  exp  /RT  (2) 

"icHjp 

with  E  -  *10,000  cal/mole  and  k  »  *1.  2  x  10  **. 

In  terms  or  a  branching  chain. mechanism,  equation  (2)  indicates  that 
the  oxygen  molecule  is  In  the  branching  chain  process.  Methane  acts  in 
the  opposite  direction  and  therefore  would  be  associated  with  the  chain 
breaking  process.  These  opposite  effects  of  the  oxygen  and  methane 
molecules  are  illustrated  by  a  simple  experiment.  If  the  temperature  of  the 
Jet  is  raised  and  if  the  methane  and  oxygen  concentration,  remain  unchanged, 
the  reaction  zone  moves  upstream  in  the  Jet.  The  same  effect  is  found  if 
the  temperature  of  the  jet  is  maintained  constant  but  If  the  oxygen 
concentration  is  progressively  raised  by  changing  the  oxygen  index  of  the 
outside  atmosphere.  If,  however,  the  oxygen  index  is  maintained  constant 
but  the  methane  concentration  raised,  the  reaction  zone  moves  downstream. 


1 
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This  experiment  shows  clearly  the  inhibiting  properties  of  methane  on  its 
own  combustion.  A  search  for  a  reaction  mechanism  is  underway. 


FIGURE  1.  Ignition  of  Methane  Air  Mixtures  by  Hot  Nitrogen.  Jet  diameter 
17  mm.  A:  Pseuooflame  in  a  Jet  of  Hot  Nitrogen  Flowing  Into  a  Lean  Mixture 


of  Methane  Air. 
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DILUTE  HYDROCARBON  OXIDATION  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  THE 
C0/H20/02  REACTION  BETWEEN  960-1250  K  AT  1  ATM 


R.A.  Yetter  and  F.L.  Dryer 
Department  of  Mechanical  and  Aerospace  Engineering 
Princeton  University 
Princeton,  NJ  08544 


The  carbon  monoxide  -  hydrogen  -  oxygen  reaction,  seeded  with  small 

quantities  of  hydrocarbons,  is  studied  to  yield  information  on  specific 

elementary  reaction  rates  and  on  general  mechanistic  behavior  of  the  overall 

reaction.  Experiments  are  conducted  in  an  atmospheric  flow  reactor  between 

960  and  1250  K  from  which  stable  species  concentrations  and  temperature 

profiles  are  obtained  as  a  function  of  flow  reactor  position  (or  equivalently, 

time).  Detailed  modeling  calculations  and  sensitivity  analysis  techniques  are 

used  to  guide  and  analyze  the  experiments.  The  carbon  monoxide  reaction  is 

used  to  produce  a  controllable  bath  of  11,  0,  and  OH  radicals  in  largo 

concentrations  with  which  the  hydrocarbon  can  interact.  The  reaction 

chemistry  of  the  hydrocarbon  is  studied  by  evaluating  the  disappcarence 

profiles  of  the  hydrocarbon  and  its  relations  to  and  perturbations  of  the 

reacting  bath  characteristics.  In  particular,  the  elementary  reactions  of 

hydroxyl  radical  with  methane  and  with  propene  were  studied  at  1020  K  and 

12  3  -1  -1 

values  for  the  specific  rate  constants  of  =  l-6xl0  cm  molec  s  and 

kc3H6+0H 8.0x10*^  cm^molec  ^s  *  were  obtained.  The  value  for  the  Cll^  +  OH 


rate  constant  is  in  good  agreement  with  current  literature  values  (e.g., 
Madronich,  S.  and  Felder,  W.,  Twentieth  Symposium  (International)  on 
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Combustion,  1984).  Kate  data  for  direct  comparison  with  the  measured  C^ll^  + 
OH  rate  constant  is  unavailable;  however,  the  present  value  is  in  agreement 
with  the  high  pressure  rate  constant  theoretically  predicted  by  Smith  et  al. 
(Smith,  G.P.,  Fairchild,  P.W.,  Jeffries,  J.B.,  and  Crosley,  D.R.,  J.  Chem. 
Phys.  89,  1985).  The  technique  is  presently  being  applied  to  the  reaction  of 
ethyl  radicals  with  molecular  oxygen  and  the  ethyl  thermal  decomposition 


reaction. 


1-62 


KINETIC  AND  CHEMICAL  STUDY  OF  THE  GAS-PHASE 
OXIDATION  OF  ISOBUTANE  AND  PROPANE 
by  B.  VOGIN,  G.  SCACCHI  and  F.  BARONNET 
DSpartement  de  Chimie-Physique  des  ROactions,  U.A,  328  CNRS 
INPL-ENSIC,  1,  rue  Grandville  -  F  54042  NANCY  France 

Despite  a  large  number  o£  investigations  of  the  mechanism  of  gas- 
phase  oxidations  (especially  of  alkanes),  some  problems  have  remained  un¬ 
resolved.  They  are  mentioned  in  a  paper  published  a  few  years  ago  by  S.W. 
BENSON  and  P.S.  NANGIA  (*)•  Among  these  problems,  there  are  still  contro¬ 
versies  about  the  free  radical  mechanism,  especially  the  reactionsof  HO2. 
and  the  role  of  OH.  as  chain  carrier,  the  self  reactions  of  RO2.,  the  ini¬ 
tiation  reactions  and  the  isomerisation  steps  of  RO2.  There  is  also  a  gene¬ 
ral  lack  of  reliable  rate  data  for  the  elementary  steps  and  this  seems  to 
justify  further  experimental  investigations. 

The  slow  oxidation  of  light  alkanes  (from  Cj  to  C5)  have  been  so 
far  accounted  for  by  two  theoretical  reaction  schemes  : 

-  a  mechanism  developed  by  FISH  and  co-workers  (^)  emphasizing  the  role  of 
the  isomerisation  reactions  of  alkylperoxy  radicals  RO2.  ; 

-  the  olefinic  theory  proposed  by  KNOX  (^)  ;  according  to  this  theory,  the 
conjugate  olefin  is  the  dominant  reaction  product,  up  to  80  X  ;  the  reac¬ 
tion  products  come  from  the  subsequent  reactions  of  the  olefin. 

2 

FISH  (  )  tried  to  unify  these  two  theories  into  a  single  general 
mechanism.  However,  the  elementary  steps  have  to  be  described  in  more  de¬ 
tail  ;  it  is  not  obvious  that  the  oxidation  of  light  alkanes  is  a  purely 
homogeneous  reactions  and  it  is  sometimes  suggested  that  the  olefin  for¬ 
mation  might  be  heterogeneous. 

In  order  to  contribute  to  a  better  knowledge  of  the  oxidation  me¬ 
chanism  of  light  alkanes,  we  have  studied  the  slow  oxidation  of  isobutane 
and  propane  at  slow  extents  of  reaction,  at  subatmospheric  pressures,  in 
the  temperature  range  300-350,,C,  in  a  static  reaction  vessel  made  of  Pyrex. 
For  each  reaction,  the  major  primary  products  are  identified  and  measured 
by  GLC  After  expansion  and  quenching  in  a  sampling  bulb.  Trace  amounts  of 
peroxides  are  measured  by  chemiluminescence  f2*) . 

In  the  case  of  the  slow  oxidation  of  isobutane,  the  primary  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  reaction  are  :  isobutene,  isobutene  oxide,  propene,  formal¬ 
dehyde,  proplonaldehyde  and  acetone,  peroxides  and  water.  The  product  dis¬ 
tribution  is  given  in  Table  I. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  REACTION  PRODUCTS  EXTRAPOLATED  AT  ZERO  TIME 


(HZ0Z,  H20  At!D  C02  EXCLUDED) 


PROPANE 

C31'6 

CH3CH0 

MCHO 

cih  -  cm  -cm* 

V 

C2II4 

ch2-ch2 
ch2  -0 

C2H5CMO 

Z  PRODUCTS 

72.2 

H.5 

9.3 

3.3 

0.7 

c 

0 

100  t 

. 

ISOBUTANE 

1  C4II8 

C2ll5CHO  s' 
^'''CtljCOCHj 

HCIlO 

SH» 

CM3  -  c"  ch2 
\> 

C3"6 

CKj 

CH2-CH2 
ch2  -0 

ch3 

-  CHO 

CII3 

Z  PRODUCTS 

67.3 

S.8 

9.5 

2.4 

2,7 

not 

measured 

0 

too  i 

Table  I 
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Taking  into  account  these  products  and  the  present  knowledge  of 
radical  oxidation  reactions,  we  are  able  to  put  forward  a  radical  scheme 
accounting  for  the  formation  of  these  products.  Since,  as  mentioned  before, 
there  are  not  enougli  experimental  rate  data  for  these  radical  steps,  we 
have  estimated  the. Arrhenius  parameters  of  nearly  all  these  elementary 
steps  by  Che  methods  of  Thermocheroical  Kinetics  proposed  by  BENSON  ( ) .  The 
calculated  values  obtained  in  our  experimental  conditions  have  been  compa¬ 
red  to  out experimental  results.  The  agreement  is  generally  good  and  the 
following  results  have  been  obtained  : 


-  the  chief  primary  product  (67  /!,  see  Table  X)  is  isobutene  and  there  is 
a  parallel  formation  of  isobutene  oxide.  An  outline  of  Che  corresponding 
reaction  scheme  is  given  in  figure  1.  Our  results  are  compatible,  taking 

into  account  the  estimates  of  the 


•Vio 


'rate  constants,  with  a  negligible 
direct  route  for  olef.in  forma¬ 
tion  and  also  a  negligible  hete¬ 
rogeneous  formation  of  the  con¬ 
jugate  olefin  ; 

-  ketones  (acetone)  and  aldehy- 


{“>  © 
CK,  .CH-CXj  .fl  -o- 


des  (acetaldehyde)  come  from  al- 
koxy  radicals  RO. ,  probably  for¬ 
med  by  the  disproportionation  of 
peroxy  radicals  RC>2. 

2  R02>  - >  2  RO.  +  02 


.  on 


Fig.  1 


.  -  the  small  quantities  of  pero- 

xides  (hydrogen  peroxide,  hydro¬ 
peroxides)  are  formed  by  hydrogen 
transfer  reactions  of  HO2.  and 
R02.  radicals  ; 

-  water  comes  from  the  hydrogen 
transfer  reactions  of  hydroxyl 
radicals  which  become  important 
chain  carriers  in  the  early  sta¬ 
ges  of  the  reaction  ;  an  accura¬ 
te  measurement  of  water  formatiai 
is  rather  difficult  to  perform. 

The  detailed  reaction  mecha¬ 
nism  and  the  corresponding  rate 
constants  will  be  given  in  the 
poster. 


Since  experimental  errors  cannot  be  completely  excluded  and  becau¬ 
se  the  methods  of  Thermochemical  Kinetics  only  give  estimates  of  the  rate 
constants,  we  have  thought  that  it  might  be  interesting  to  study  another 
example  according  to  the  same  methods  ;  we  have  chosen  the  oxidation  of 
propane. 

The  slow  oxidation  of  propane  yields  the  following  primary  products: 
propene,  propene  oxide,  ethylene,  formaldehyde,  acetaldehyde,  peroxides, 
water  and  trace  amounts  of  oxetane  (trimethylene  oxide).  The  distribution 
of  the  reaction  products  is  given  in  Table  X. 

At  first  sight,  it  appears  that  the  products  are  very  similar  to 
those  obtained  in  the  case  of  icobutane  oxidation,  which  suggests  that  the 
two  reactions  have  a  substantial  number  of  common  features. 


Propene  is  the  largely  dominant  reaction  product  (72  %,  see  Table 
I)  and  its  formation  is  mainly  due  to  the  decomposition  of  the  isomerised 
alkyl  peroxy  radical  j  the  propene  fraction  due  to  heterogeneous  steps  can 
be  neglected.  There  is  also  a  parallel  formation  of  propene  oxide.  Here 
again,  the  aldehydes  (acetaldehyde  and  formaldehyde)  come  from  the  decom¬ 
position  of  alkoxy  radicals.  The  substantial  amounts  of  water  are  accoun¬ 
ted  for  by  the  reaction  of  OH. 

In  this  case  again,  we  have  built  the  proposed  reaction  scheme 
from  the  product  distribution  and  estimated  the  corresponding  rate  cons¬ 
tants  by  the  methods  of  Thermochemical  Kinetics. 

These  parallel  experimental  investigations  of  the  slow  oxidations 
of  isobutane  and  propane  show  that  both  reactions  can  be  described  by  a 
single  reaction  mechanism.  The  only  difference  consists  in  the  numerical 
value  of  the  rate  constants  for  the  elementary  steps.  From  a  mechanistic 
point  of  view,  our  results,  corroborated  by  Thermochemical  Kinetics 
calculations,  show  the  importance  of  the  isomerisation  steps  of  alkyl 
peroxy  radicals  by  intramolecular  hydrogen  abstraction.  These  steps  are 
necessary  if  we  want  to  account  for  the  product  distribution. 

The  present  work  stresses  the  role  of  Thermochemical  Kinetics  to 
identify  the  major  kinetic  steps  in  a  complex  reaction  mechanism. 
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A  SIMPLIFIED  CIIEMK.Au  KINETIC  REACTION  MECHANISM 
FOR  PROPANE  OXIDATION 


A.y.  ABDAI.LA*,  J.C.  BOETTNER,  M.  CATHONNET,  P.  DAGAUT,  F.  GAILLARD 


C.N.R.S.,  Centre  de  Recherches  sur  ta  Chimie  de  la  Combustion 
et  des  llauces  Temperatures,  45071  Orleans-Cedex,  France. 


The  provision  of  a  realistic  accurate  chemical  mechanism  is  essen¬ 
tial  for  the  successful  modelling  of  the  combustion  processes.  The  use 
of  simplified  schemes,  yet  still  reproduce  experimental  data  over  wide 
ranges  of  operating  conditions,  recently  has  been  recommended  as  a  practi¬ 
cable  approach  (1,  2). 

A  simplified  kinetic  mechanism  for  the  oxidation  of  propane  was 
proposed.  The  mechanism  was  built  up  by  eliminating  the  unimportant  reac¬ 
tions  from  a  comprehensive  chemical  kinetic  reaction  mechanism  for  the 
oxidation  of  propane  (3).  The  elimination  was  based  on  calculating  the 
percentage  contribution  of  an  elementary  reaction  to  the  total  net  rate 
of  formation  or  consumption  of  a  species.  If  the  percentage  contribution 
of  a  reaction  was  less  than  57.  over  the  whole  working  temperature  range, 
that  reaction  was  eliminated.  The  elimination  process  was  carried  out 
for  equivalence  ratios  varied  between  0.6-1. 5. 

However,  it  was  possible  to  form  the  simplified  mechanism  from 
23  chemical  species  and  55  elementary  reactions  instead  of  41  chemical 
species  and  168  elementary  reactions  In  the  case  of  the  comprehensive 
mechanism  .  The  simplified  mechanism  and  the  used  rate  coefficients  in 
the  present  work  are  given  In  Table  1.  Reverse  reaction  races  have  been 
calculated  from  the  equilibrium  constants  computed  from  thermodynamical 
data  (6).  In  the  mechanism,  the  propane  is  assumed  to  decompose  and  react 
thermally  to  form  lower-molecular  intermediate  hydrocarbon  followed  by 
the  reaction  and  oxidation  of  these  intermediates  to  final  products. 

A  numerical  simulation  to  simulate  the  condition  behind  the  reflec¬ 
ted  shock  wave  was  carried  out.  Then,  the  mechanism  was  used  to  reproduce 
the  experimental  results,  ignition  delay  time,  obtained  from  the  shock 

*  On  leave  from  Zagatlg  University,  Egypt  . 
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Tnhlc(l):  Simplified  Mechanism  for  Propane  Oxidation  ,  Reaction  Rate 
Coefficients  (cnr'-mol-s-hcal)  and  Sensitivity  Coefficients 


no.  Reaction  A  n  E  Reference  S 


1- 

11 

II 

INER 

H2 

INER 

+.6396E+18  -1.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.884 

2- 

11 

1102 

H2 

02 

♦•.2500E+14  +0.0 

+0.69  WARNA.84  -2.884 

3- 

H 

1102 

OH 

OH 

+.1500E+15  +0.0 

+1.00  WARNA.84  -2.142 

4- 

11 

OH 

INER 

H20 

INER 

+.759SE+22  -2.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.142 

5- 

0 

H2 

OH 

H 

+.1500E+08  +2.0 

+7.55  WARNA.84  -2.237 

6- 

1102 

H02 

H202 

02 

+.2000E+13  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -1.675 

7- 

H 

02 

INER 

1102 

INER 

+.7875E+16  +0.0 

+0.00  HACK  .77  -2.884 

8- 

H 

02 

OH 

0 

+.2200E+15  +0.0 

+16.80  BAULC.73  -0.168 

9-  11202 

OH 

H20 

K02 

+.7000E+13  +0.0 

+1.43  WARNA.84  -3.315 

10-  H202 

INER 

OH 

OH 

INER  +.1050E+18  +0.0 

+45.41  BAULC.73  -2.884 

11-  11202 

H 

H2 

H02 

+.1700E+13  +0.0 

+3.75  BAULC.73  -2.142 

12-  1102 

0 

OH 

02 

+.2000E+14  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.884 

13- 

H2 

OH 

H20 

H 

+.1000E+09  +1.6 

+3.30  WARNA.84  -2.884 

14-  H20 

0 

OH 

OH 

+.1500E+11  +1.14  +17.26  WARNA.84  -2.884 

15-  H02 

OH 

H20 

02 

+.2000E+14  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.142 

16- 

0 

0 

INER 

02 

INER 

+.0997E+18  -1.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.884 

17- 

0 

H 

INER 

OH 

INER 

+.5425E+17  -0.6 

+0.00  BIX  L.8l  -2.884 

18- 

CO 

H02 

C02 

OH 

+.1750E+15  +0.0 

+23.60  BAULC.76  -2.884 

19- 

CO 

OH 

C02 

H 

+.6220E+07  +1.5 

-0.74  WARNA.84  -2.998 

20-  HCO 

02 

CO 

H02 

+.3300E+14  -0.4 

+0.00  VEYRE.81  -1.998 

21-  HCO 

INER 

H 

CO 

INER  +.2500E+15  +0.0 

+16.80  WARNA.84  -2.454 

22-  HCO 

OH 

CO 

H20 

+.5000E+14  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.112 

23-  HCO 

H 

CO 

H2 

+.2000E+15  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.454 

24-  HCO 

0 

CO 

OH 

+.3000E+14  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -1.897 

25-  CII4 

INER 

CH3 

H 

INER  +.3200E+18  +0.0 

+88.43  WARNA.84  -2.237 

26-  CH4 

OH 

CH3 

H20 

+.1090E+06  +2.14 

+2.11  COHEN.83  -2.136 

27-  CH3 

0 

CH20 

H 

+.7000E+14  +0.0 

+0.00  WARNA.84  -2.884 

28-  CH20 

OH 

HCO 

H20 

+.3000E+14  +0.0 

+1.20  WARNA.84  -2.884 

29-  CH20 

H 

HCO 

H2 

+.2500E+14  +0.0 

+3.99  WARNA.84  -2.884 

30-  CH20 

0 

HCO 

OH 

+.3500E+14  +0.0 

+3.51  WARNA.84  -2.202 

31-  CH20 

H02 

HCO 

H202 

+.1300E+13  +0.0 

+  8.00  LLOYD. 74  -0.959 

32-  C2..6 

OH 

C2H5 

1120 

+.8700E+10  +1.05 

+1.81  TULLY.84  -2.884 

33-  CH3 

CH3 

C2H6 

+.24100E15  -0.40 

0.00  WARNA.84  -2.884 

34-  C2H5 

02 

C2H4 

H02 

+.2000E+13  +0.0 

+5.00  WARNA.84  -2.884 

35-  C2114 

OH 

C2H3 

1120 

+.3000E+14  +0.0 

+2.99  WAR AN. 84  -0.836 

36-  C2H4 

Oil 

CII3 

C1120 

+.1750E+13  +0.0 

+0.96  WESTB.83  -2.884 

37-  C2H3 

C2H2 

H 

+.1600E+15  +0.0 

+37.80  WARNA.84  -2.884 

38-  C2H3 

02 

CII20 

HCO 

+.4000E+13  +0.0 

-0.25  GUTMA.84  -2.884 

39-  C21I2 

02 

HCO 

HCO 

+.4000E+13  +0.0 

+28.00  GARDI.68  -2.884 

40-  C3H8 

C2H5 

CH3 

+.1700E+17  +0.0 

+84.84  WESTB.84  -0.335 

41-  C3H8 

OH 

NC3H7 

H20 

+.1026E+03  +2.61  +0.331  COHEN. 82  -0.701 

42-  C3H8 

OH 

IC3H7 

H20 

+  .  1074E+02  +2.71 

-1.438  COHEN. 82  -0.701 

43-  CJH8 

H02 

NC3H7 

H202 

+  .U20E+14  +0.0 

+19.40  WESTB.85  -1.018 

44-  CJH8 

H02 

IC3H7 

H202 

+.3390E+13  +0.0 

+17.00  WESTB.85  -1.018 

45-  C3H3 

II 

NC3H7 

112 

+.562OE+O8  +2.0 

+7.70  WESTB.84  -O.864 

46-  C3H8 

H 

IC3H7 

H2 

‘  +.8700E+07  +2.0 

+5.00  WESTB.84  -0.864 

47-  C3H8 

0 

NC3H7 

OH 

+.1120E+15  +0.0 

+7.85  WESTB.85  -2.884 

48-  C3H8 

0 

IC3H7 

OH 

+.2820E+14  +0.0 

+5.20  WESTB.85  -2.884 

49-NC3H7 

C2H4 

CH3 

+.9500E+14  +0.0 

+31.00  WESTB.84  -2.884 

'50-IC3H7 

C2II4 

CH3 

+.2000E+ 1 1  +0.0 

+29.50  KERR  .59  -2.884 

51-NC3H7 

C3H6 

H 

+.1250E+15  +0.0 

+37.00  JACKS. 61  -2.454 

52-IC3II7 

C3H6 

II 

+.6350E+14  +0.0 

+36.90  KERR  .59  -2.454 

53-NC3II7 

02 

C3H6 

1102 

+.1000E+13  +0.0 

+5.00  WESTB.84  -2.454 

54-IC3H7 

02 

C3H6 

1102 

+.1000E+13  +0.0 

+5.00  WESTB.84  -2.454 

55-  C3H6 

011 

C2I15 

CI120 

+  .7900F.+13  +0.0 

■iO.OO  WESTB.85  -1 .485 

tubes  (5).  The  comparison  between  the  experimental  and  calculated  results 
is  sitown  in  Fig.  1.  A  fair  agreement,  generally,  in  the  testing  ranges,  ■-.] 
observed. 

Then,  the  mechanism  was  subjec- 
to  a  senslcivity  analysis  using  the 
"brute  force"  method.  A  sensitivity 
coefficient,  S,  was  defined: 


S  =  log  l*r/  X  1/  log(  *k/k) 
where  »t  is  the  change  in  the  Ignition  £ 
delay  clrne.t  ,  due  to  .k  change  in  the 

e 

rate  coefficient  k.  The  sensitivity  co  ^ 

O 

efflclentin  case  of  stoechiometrlc  pro-  3 

pane-C>2  mixtures  was  calculated  and  ta-  V 

bulatcd  in  Table  1.  It  can  be  seen  that  “5 

o 

the  calculated  ignition  delay  is  sensl-  ^ 

X 

tlve  co  the  rate  coefficients  for  the  o’ 
reactions  involving  C^llg,  in  particular  JI 
the  the'rmal  decomposition  step  R(40). 

There  is  also  a  big  Influence  of  rate  u 
coefficient  of  chain  branching  reaction  * 

R(8). 

The  mechanism  can  reproduce  also 
the  burning  velocity.  Further,  when  Che 
mechanism  used  to  reproduce  the  experi¬ 
mental  results,  obtained  from,  a  jet-stir-  CoI,pirUon  bet„«n  ignition 

red  reactor  operated  in  intermediate  Bur’„  ec  Synbolt  ire  MlcuU. 

temperature  range  up  to  10  atmospheres  ted  ustng  the 

(3),  the  computed  results  were  too  far  from  the  experimental  ones.  However 
it  can  be  concluded  that,  the  simplified  mechanism  is  only  suitable  to 
reproduce  global  informations  and  not  detail  kinetic  ones. 


S 
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GAS-PHASE  OXIDATION  OF  BENZENE  AND  DERIVATIVES;  FORMATION  AND  FURTHER 
CONVERSION  OF  PHENOLS 

i 
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ABSTRACT 

The  gas-phase  oxidation  of  benzene  and  derivatives  Is  Important  in 
the  chemistry  of  the  atmosphere  and  in  combustion.  Our  study  deals  with 
kinetic  and  mechanistic  features  of  the  oxidation  of  arenes  between 
400-1000K. 

A  detailed  thermokinetlc  outline  is  given  for  the  formation  of  phenol 
from  benzene,  the  major  arend  derived  product  at  low  degrees  of  conver¬ 
sion.  Data  on  the  kinetic  H/D  isotope  effect  support  our  mechanistic 
Interpretation. 

However,  phenol  is  not  a  stable  compound  under  the  reaction  conditions 
employed.  At  moderate  degrees  of  oxidative  degradation  dlbenzofurane  (DBF) 
was  found  to  be  a  major  product.  DBF  and  chlorinated  DBF's  are  observed 
in  stack  gase3  of  waste  incinerators.  The  mechanism(s)  of  DBF's  will  be 
discussed. 
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High-Temperature  Propane  Oxidation 
R.I.Moshkina,  S.S.Bolyak,  L.B. Romanovich 
Institute  of  Chemical  .Physios,  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  USSR 

Propane  oxidation  has  been  studied  by  the  kinetic  tracer 

method  (pyrex  reactor,  s/v  =  0.7  and  12  cm-"*,  T  =  455°C,  p  -  1 70 

14 

torr.  About  1  */»  propylene  differently  labeled  with  C  was  added 
to  an  equimolecular  propane/  oxygen  mixture.. 

The  qualitative  composition  of  radioactive  species  was:  CjHg, 
CgH^,  CH20,  CHjOH,  CHjCHO,  C^HgO,  CHjCOCHj,  same  as  for  oxidation 
at  315°0,  but  for  C^Hg,  CgH^,  C^HgO,  C02  the  yields  were  higher, 
and  for  CH^OHO,  CHjOH  lower.  Propylene  oxide  had  one  recursor  - 
propylene,  while  other  species  were  formed  both  from  propane  and 
propylene. 

The  radioactivity  distribution  at  455°C  was  different  from  that 
for  low- temperature  oxidation  -  a  larger  part  of  CH^'CHO,  CHgO, 

CHjOH,  CgH^  were  generated  by  propylene. 

Use  of  the  differently  labeled  propylene  revealed  its  reactivity 
in  CHjCHO,  CHgO,  CH^OH,  and  formation.  The  probability  of 

OHjCHO  generation  by  groups  1-2  and  2-5  was  approximately  the  seme. 
At  313°C  the  probability  of  OH^CHO  formation  from  groups  1-2  and 
2-3  was  0.5  and  0.7,  respectively.  This  suggested  that  the 
subsequent  propylene  reactions  were  due  to  addition  at  the  double 
bond,  rather  than  to  formation  of  allyl  radicals. 

At  313°C  an  increase  in  s/y  to  12  cm-"'  completely  stopped  the 
reaction,  while  at  455°C  the  maximum  rate  decreased  4-fold,  and 
the  induction  period  increased  3-fold.  The  composition  of 
species. and  the  radioactivity  distribution  were  the  same  as  for  an 
unfilled  reactor.  It  was  fomid  from  the  kinetics  of  the  added 
acetaldehyde  accumulation  at  313°C  that  in  low-temperature  propane 
oxidation  CH^CHO  was  the  branching  agent. 
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TUB  INITIAL  STAGS  OP  METHANE  OXIDATION  AT  HIGH  PRESSURES 
Vedeneev  V.I.,  Goldenberg  M.Ya.,  Gorban'  N.I.,  Teitelboim  M.A. 

The  kinetics  of  methane  oxidation  at  high  pressures  has  been 
studied  in  a  number  of  works,  Nobody,  however,  has  specially  inves¬ 
tigated  its  initial  stage.  Nevertheless,  the  initial  stage  can  mar¬ 
kedly  affect  the  course  of  the  process  as  a  whole. 

The  object  of  the  present  work  is  to  construct  and  analyze  on  a 
computer  an  isothermal  kinetic  model  describing  the  mechanism  of  the 
initial  stage  of  methane  oxidation  at  high  pressures  (P=s  50  atm.) 
and  moderate  temperatures  (T  r-*  6.00  K) . 

A  mechanism  haB  been  proposed  for  the  initial  stage  of  the  pro¬ 
cess,  represented  by  a  combination  of  elementary  reactions  and  Arrhe¬ 
nius'  expressions  for  the  rate  constants  of  each  one  of  them.  The 
constants  of  controlling  elementary  reactions  were  specially  analyzed 
based  on  the  presently  available  experimental  and  theoretical  data. 

The  initial  oxidation  stage,  experimentally  revealed  as  the  in¬ 
duction  period  of  a  degenerated  branching  process, has  been  establi¬ 
shed  to  constitute  a  branching  reaction  proceeding  under  certain 
quasi-stationary  conditions  characterized  by  approximate  equality  of 
the  branching  and  the  quadratic  termination  rates.  The  combinations 
of  reactions  resulting  in  chain  branching  have  been  ascertained,  and 
the  influence  of  each  one  of  the  quadratic  reactions  on  the  kinetics 
of  the  oxidation'- process  initial  stage  has  been  investigated. 

The  proposed  mechanism  of  the  initial  stage  of  methane  oxida¬ 
tion  qualitatively  describes  the  experimentally  revealed  kinetic  re¬ 
gularities  and  explains  the  formation  of  the  principal  oxidation 
products!  methanol,  formaldehyde  and  water,  but,  naturally,  does  not 
account  for  their  subsequent  transformations,  since  only  the  very 
firBt  stage  .of  the  process  is  involved. 
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TITLE:  Kinetics  of  the  Halogen  Catalyzed  Elimination  of  HCL  from  1,1,1- 

Trichloroethane. 

AUTHORS:  A.S.  Rodgers  and  P.  Jems,  Department  of  Chemistry,  Texas  A&M 
University,  College  Station,  Texas  77843  U.S.A. 


In  the  halogen  catalyzed  elimination  of  HCL  from  1 , 1 , 1-Trichloroethane 
the  rate  limiting  step  may  be  either  (1)  or  (2). 

CH3CCI3  +  X  +  CH2CC13  +  HX  (1) 

CH3CCI3  +  X  +  CH3CC12  +  XC1  (2) 

If  one  estimates  the  C-H  bond  dissociation  energy  in  CH3CCI3  as  '104 
kcal  mol-1,  based  on  CII3CP3*;  and  the  C-Cl  bond  energy  as  "73  kcal  mol-1, 
based  on  C2C162;  the  thermochemistry  of  the  four  possible  reactions  for  X-Br 


and  I  can  be  estimated  as: 

CH3CCI3  +  Br  +  CH2CC13  +  Bril  All?.  “  16.5  (3) 
CII3CCI3  +  Br  *  CH3CC12  +  BrCl  AH£  -20.8  (4) 
CH3CCI3  +  I  +  CH2CC13  +  IH  AHr  -  32.7  (5) 
CH3CCI3  +  I  +  CH3CC12  +  IC1  AH£  -  22.8  (6) 


Based  on  these  estimates  one  would  expect  the  rate  limiting  steps  (and 
thus  the  mechanism)  to  be  different  for  Br2  catalysis  compared  to  I2  cataly¬ 
sis.  These  reactions  have  been  studied  in  the  gas  phase  from  560  to  640  K  and 
their  kinetics  determined  roanometrically  and  stoichiometry  verified  by  g.l.c. 
analysis. 

The  reaction  of  bromine  with  CII3CCI3  was  first  order  in  CH3CCI3  and  the 
first  order  rate  constants  depended  on  [ Br2 ) 1  •  The  amount  of  Cll2  “  CC12 

formed  was  in  good  agreement  with  the  increase  in  pressure  (AP)  for  less  than 
50%  conversion  and  only  traces  of  CH3CHC12  was  found  even  when  150  torr  of  HBr 
was  added  to  the  reaxtlon.  These  data  are  consistent  with  the  following 
mechanism  for  the  bromine  catalyzed  reaction. 
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Br2  ^  2Br 

*Br 

Cll  3CC1 3  +  Br 

£  CI12CC13  +  HBr 

(3) 

CH2CC13 

+  CH2«CC12  +  Cl 

(7) 

Cl  +  HBr 

+  HC1  +  Br 

(8) 

For  this  mechanism;  Rate  =  k3Kgr  (Br2)*/2  (CH3CCI3). 

The  rate  of  the  reaction  was  reduced  by  only  72  when  145  torr  of  HBr  was  added 
to  the  Initial  reaction  mixture  which  indicates  that  k2  >  (HBr)  under  the 
experimental  conditions. 

From  a  consideration  of  similar  reactions1  we  have  interpreted 

the  data  obtained  for  k3  to  yield:  log  (k3/K-1s~1)  “  (11.30  ±  0.3)  -  (19.94  ± 
0.82)/8  which  fits  the  observed  rate  constants  with  an  average  deviation  of 
82. 

One  can  estimate  JJ3  ■  3  ±  1.5  kcal  mol-1  from  similar  reactions1 1 3  so 
that  AH3(298)  =  16.2  kcal  mol-1  and  DH'HCCIjCHj.-H)  -  DH°(H-Br)  +  16.2  -  103.7 
kcal  mol-1. 

In  preliminary  experiments  at  600K  it  was  also  found  that  I2  catalyzed 
the  decomposition  of  CH3CC13  to  yield  CH2  -  CC12  and  11C1  and  that,  at  less 
than  502  conversion,  the  agreement  between  A P  and  the  extent  of  reaction  as 
determined  by  g.l.c.  analysis  was  excellent.  This  showed  that  only  the  eli¬ 
mination  of  HC1  was  taking  place.  However,  when  HI  was  added  to  the  initial 
reaction  mixture  d(AP)/dt  was  noticeably  decreased  and  CH3CHC12  was  a  major 
product.  This  suggested  that  reaction  (6)  rather  than  (5)  was  rate  limiting 
and  that  the  mechanism  for  the  I2  catalyzed  reaction  was: 
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ch3cci3  + 

I  ^ 

CH3CC12  +  C1I 

(6) 

CH3CC12  + 

1 2  V“ 

CI13CC12I  +  I 

(10) 

CH3CC12I 

+ 

C112-CC12  +  HI 

(11) 

HI  +  C1I 

HC1  +  I2 

(12) 

Making  the  steady  state  assumption  and  assuming  that  reaction(s)  (12)  will 
keep  the  concentration  of  IC1  low,  one  then  obtains:  Rate  * 
kGKIl/2(l2)1/2(CH3CCl3). 

This  Is  the  concentration  dependence  observed  experimentally  over  an 
eleven  fold  variation  in  (CI13CC13)/(I2).  An  analyses  of  the  rate  data  from 
565  to  610K  resulted  in  log  (kg/M^s'1)  -  (10.65  ±  0.16)  -  (23.25  t  0.4)/0. 

If  one  assumes  that  .Eg  =  Oil  kcal  mol“*  bas.ed  on  the  results  of  similar  reac¬ 
tions  with  I2  and  Br25,  then  AH6a(298)  »  23.5  kcal  mol-1  and  DH“(CH3CC12-C1)  - 
1)11° (I-Cl)  +  23.5  -  73.8  ±  1.5  kcal/mol. 
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COMPUTER  PROGRAMS  AND  DATA  BASES 
FOR  THE  KINETICS  OF  GAS  PHASE  REACTIONS 

G.M.  COME,  G.  SCACCHI ,  Ch.  MULLER,  P.M.  MARQUAIRE  and  P.  AZAY 
CNRS  (UA  328),  INPL  (ENSIC)  et  University  de  NANCY  I 


1.  Computer  programs  and  data  bases  have  been  built  for  the  mechanistic 
modelling  and  the  simulation  of  gas  phase  reactions.  Only  specific  comments 
on  the  system  (fig.  1)  will  be  given  here. 

Building  the  reaction  mechanism  is  achieved  by  a  program,  which  Is 
able  to  write  the  complete  list  of  the  primary  elementary  processes  of  the 
reaction  from  the  list  of  the  reactants.  Generally,  the  mechanism  Is  very 
Impressive  and  should  be  reduced  at  the  moment  by  hand.  Progresses  In  this 
field  are  expected  from  expert  systems  (see  below). 

The  thermochemical  data  of  molecules  and  free  radicals  are 
computed  by  the  methods  of  the  thermochemical  kinetics,  developped  by 
BENSON.  The  only  data  needed  for  these  calculations  are  the  structural 
formulae  of  the  compounds.  In  the  future,  the  kinetic  parameters  will  be 
found  In  a  bibliographic  data  base  and  the  methods  of  BENSON  for  the 
kinetics  will  be  programmed  (see  fig.  2)  ;  the  number  of  data  will  be 
increased  and  the  consistency  of  all  types  of  data  (thermochemical,  kinetic, 
bibliographic,  computerized)  will  be  checked  and  Improved. 

From  the  mechanism  and  the  associated  data,  a  compiler  furnishes 
the  rate  laws  as  a  function  of  current  concentrations  and  temperature. 

The  above  programs  and  data  bases  involve  the  usual  problems 
encountered  In  computer  chemistry  :  -  external  and  Internal  coding  of 
chemical  structures,  reactions  and  of  their  properties  -  algorithms  of 
canonlclty,  searching  for  substructures  -  relational  data  base  operating 
system. 

The  simulation  of  the  reaction  In  a  given  reactor  needs  to  solve 
the  material,  energy  and  momentum  balances.  As  It  is  well  known,  the  corres¬ 
ponding  algebraic  or  differential  equations  remain  difficult  to  solve, 
because  they  are  very  stiff,  coupled  and  non-linear.  Various  numerical 
algorithms  have  been  used  or  tested,  from  the  simplest  ones  up  to  more 
sophisticated. 

2.  Applications  of  this  system  have  been  achieved  In  the  case  of  the 
pyrolysis  of  neopentane  and  propane  at  high  temperature,  the  chlorination  of 
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ethylene  (CHLOE  Process,  ATOCHEM),  the  thermal  reaction  of  chlorine  and 
methane  (BENSON's  patent),  etc...  It  has  been  shown,  in  the  case  of 
neopentane  pyrolysis,  that  the  same  mechanism  accounts  for  experimental 
results  in  the  temperature  range  700-1300  K  and  from  KNUDSEN  pressures  to 
around  1  atm.  This  is  in  favour  of  using  such  fundamental  models  for 
engineering  purposes. 

3.  Which  is  the  state  of  the  art  in  this  field  ? 

One  of  the  first  attempts  to  solve  complex  reaction  mechanisms  has 
been  that  of  EDELSON  (BELL  Co.).  The  programs  by  the  NASA  and  SANDIA 
laboratories  for  chemical  kinetics  (respfectively  NASAKIN  and  CHEMKIN)  have 
been  developped  for  simulating  reactions  and  include  thermochemical  data 
bases  j  these  codes  are  well  documented.  Another  program,  SPYRO,  specially 
devoted  to  pyrolysis  reactions,  has  been  developped  by  KTI.  The  most 
prominent  feature  of  this  program  is  its  ability  to  cope  with  very  complex 
mixtures.  This  is  due  to  the  central  concept  of  lumping  both  components  and 
reactions. 

4.  What  are  nowadays  the  prospects  ? 

They  concern  both  the  kinetic  themes  and  the  methodology. 

The  kinetic  themes  include  both  fundamental  (elucidation  of 
complex  reaction  mechanisms,  determination  of  thermochemical  data  of 
molecules  and  free  radicals,  and  of  kinetic  parameters  of  elementary 
processes)  and  engineering  objectives  (energy,  chemicals,  ecology). 

The  core  of  the  elucidation  of  complex  reaction  mechanisms  is  the 
generation  of  the  mechanism  itself  ;  the  method  described  here  is  far  from 
being  satisfactory  :  simultaneously,  too  much  and  not  enough  processes  are 
generated,  because  no  stoichiometric  and  kinetic  knowledges  are  put  in  the 
machine,  nor  qualitative  rules,  nor  quantitative  laws  or  data,  so  that  the 
generating  system  works  blindfold.  The  way  for  doing  better  is  an  expert 
system,  of  which  a  general  scheme  is  shown  in  the  figure  3.  Among  others, 
knowledges  such  as  stoichiometric  and  kinetic  experimental  results, 
thermochemical  and  kinetic  data,  rules  for  writing  elementary  reactions  and 
building  reaction  mechanisms,  rules  of  lumping,  etc...,  have  to  be  taken 
into  account. 


The  determination  of  quantitative  data  by  the  methods  of  BENSON 
has  been  achieved  for  thermochemistry,  the  work  for  kinetics  is  to  be  done. 
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Further  more  Increments  (see  fig.  2)  and  Improvements  in  the  fields  of 
oxidation  and  combustion  are  needed. 

As  concerns  engineering  prospects,  the  state  of  the  art  in  gas 
phase  reactions  permits  us  to  use  a  mechanistic  modelling  for  solving  such 
problems  as  improving  conversion,  selectivity  and  energy  saving  on  existing 
plants,  designing  new  processes  for  producing  chemicals. 

Mechanistic  modelling  also  occurs  in  ecology,  for  example  in 
meteorology  and  in  safety.  Regarding  this  last  point,  our  thermochemical 
program  has  been  extended  to  CHETAH  calculations. 


Figure  3 


THE  THERMAL  DECOMPOSITION  OF  n-HEXANE 


by  Freddy  E.  Imbert  and  Roger  M.  Marshall. 

University  College  of  Swansea)  Swansea  SA2  8PP.  United  Kingdom. 

The  initial  stages  (<ru  2X  reaction)  of  the  thermal  decomposition  of 
n-hexane  have  been  investigated  in  the  ranges  723-823  K  and  10-100  Torr  using 
a  conventional  static  system  with  gas  chromatographic  analysis  of  the 
hydrocarbon  products.  A  typical  distribution  of  product  yields  (Torr)  is 
shown  below  for  the  pyrolysis  of  50  Torr  of  n-hexane  for  20  seconds  at  798  K. 

CH4  C2H6  C2ll6  G3**6  l“C4H8  l“C5"lO  »2 

0.434  0.189  0.494  0.376  0.207  0.063  0.051 

(The  yield  of  hydrogen  is  calculated  so  as  to  maintain  the  C/ll  balance]. 

Plots  of  product  yield  against  reaction  time  are  linear >  i.e.  there  is  no 

sign  of  the  self-inhibition  as  observed  for  several  other  alkanes. 

It  is  shown  that  the  overall  mechanism  is 


•+  2  radicals 

(1) 

1"C6K13  *  (C2U4  +  W 

+  2C2H4  +  C2H5 

(2) 

2-C6Hi3  -  (C31I6  +  C3H7) 

-  c3h6  +  c2h4  +  ch3 

(3) 

3_C6U13  *  l-C4U8  +  C2U5 

(4) 

3-C6H13  -  1-C5H10  +  Cll3 

(5) 

C2H5  -*•  C2H4  +  H 

(6) 

h  +  c6Hl4  -  U2  +  c6ui3 

(7) 

CH3  +  c6ul4  -v  ch4  +  c6h13 

(8) 

'2**5  +  C6**14  *  C2»6  +  C6**13 

(9) 

2C2H5  *C4H10  or  C2H4  +  C2H6  (10) 

From  the  data  on  the  rate  of  ethane  formation,  we  estimate 

log(k9/cm3  molds'"1)  »  13.30  -  17.9  kcal  mol"1/(2.3  RT) 
which  provides  the  familiar  curved  Arrhenius  plot  when  combined  with 
published  data  for  both  lower  and  higher  temperatures.  From  data  on  product 
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yields,  we  obtain  the  relative  yields  of  products  from  reactions  (2)-(5)  i.e. 
decompositions  of  isomers  to  be 

O  i  j 

(2)  :  (3)  i  (4)  :  (5)^  1  :  9  :  1.3  !  A. 7 
with  a  small  temperature  dependence.  The  relative  proportion  of  the  products 
arising  from  1-  and  2-CgH^  ia  in  marked  contrast  to  the  corresponding 
proportions  in  n-butane  pyrolysiB  of  about  1:3.  We  conclude  that 
isomerisation  via  a  strain-free,  6-membered,  cyclic  transition  state 

1"C6H13  2-°6H13 

occurs  giving  the  roughly  1:10  equilibrium  proportions  of  1-  and  2-C^H^ 
estimated  by  us.  This  conclusion  ia  supported  by  estimates  which  suggest 
that  the  l ao.st  isation  is  about  an  order  of  magnitude  faster  than  the 
competing  decomposition  process.  Any  ioomerlsation  involving  3-Cgllj^  would, 
at  best,  involve  a  strained  5-membered,  cyclic,  transition  state.  Simple 
estimates  suggest  that  this  isomerisation  has  a  rate  comparable  with  or 
perhaps  somewhat  slower  than  the  competing  decomposition.  Thus  no  definite 
conclusion  can  be  drawn  concerning  the  significance,  if  any,  of  this  type  of 
isomerisation. 

The  absence  of  self-inhibition  in  the  pyrolysis  of  n-hexona  and  in  that 
of  n-butane  ia  in  marked  contrast  to  the  strong  self-inhibition  by  the  olefin 
products  observed  in  the  pyrolyses  of  Deveral  other  alkanes.  To  investigate 
this  phenomenon  further  we  have  made  a  detailed  comparison  of  the  pyrolyses 
of  n-hexane  and  of  neopentane.  The  self-inhibition  of  the  latter  is  due 
mainly  to  the  abstraction  of  allylic  H  from  the  product  isobutene  by  the 
chain  carrying  radical,  CH^,  the  -resultant  resonance  otabiliaed  radical  then 
becoming  Involved  in  termination  reactions.  We  have  calculated  the  effect  of 
a  similar  mechanism  on  the  pyrolysis  of  n-hexane.  In  this  esse  only  and 
1-C^.Hg  are  relevant  products  since,  while  does  have  allylic  H,  the 

resultant  pentenyl  radicel  can  unimolectilarly  decompose  with  loss  of  CH^  and 
thus  cannot  lead  to  inhibition. 
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By  making  sensible  (we  hope  I )  assumptions  about  the  reactivity  of  C^ll^ 
towards  allylic  11,  we  estimate  for  798  K  and  50  Torr  n-hexane 
(Inhibited  rate) /(Uninhibited  rate)  »  1/(1  +  20f)  where  f  is  the  fractional 
extent  of  reaction  which  may  be  compared  with  the  ratio  1/(1  +  1 1 7 f )  which  we 
estimate  from  published  data  for  neopentane  in  the  same  conditions.  The 
Implications  of  these  two  expressions  are  illustrated  in  the  diagram  as  plots 
of  f  against  reaction  time  for  the  stated  conditions.  For  neopentane  a 
pronounced  curve  is  obtained  whereas  for  n-hexane,  the  curvature  is  so  slight 
that  the  experimental  results  are  very  well  fitted  by  a  straight  line  even 
though,  as  illustrated,  there  is  some  inhibition  of  the  reaction.  The 
fundamental  reason  for  the  difference  lies  in  the  fact  that  C2H5  is  much  less 
reactive  than  CH^  towards  abstraction  of  11. 
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Chain  kinetics  in  igniting  hydrocarbon-air  mixtures  studied  by  transient 
OH  fluorescence  following  photolytic  pertubation 

C«  Morley  and  L.  J.  Kirsch 

Shell  Research  Ltd..,  Thornton  Research  Centre,  P.0.  Box  1,  Chester, 

CHI  3SH,  UK 

The  chemistry  leading  to  autoignition  of  hydrocarbon-air  mixtures 
is  complex  but  a  simplified  model  of  the  kinetics  has  been  developed  [l,  2] 
which  can  account  for  much  of  the  observed  behaviour  below  about  850  k. 

This  has  recently  been  extended  [3]  by  improving  the  interpretation  in  terms 
of  fundamental  chemistry  for  alkanes  but  even  so  a  number  of  important 
parameters  are  empirically  fitted  (in  a  non-unique  way)  from  ignition  delay 
measured  in  a  rapid  compression  machine.  The  present  work  uses  a  new 
experimental  method  to  verify  the  general  features  of  the  model  and  to 
determine  its  parameters  experimentally. 

Cool  flames  in  n-heptane  air  mixtures  have  been  stabilised  at 
atmospheric  pressure  on  a  flat  flame  burner.  The  mixture  is  heated  in  a  few 
tens  of  milliseconds  by  passing  through  an  electrically-heated  porous  board 
made  of  sintered  metal  fibres.  A  cool  flame  develops  downstream  sometimes 
followed  by  a  second  stage  of  ignition.  OH  was  detected  by  fluorescence 
induced  by  an  excimer  pumped  doubled  dye  laser  at  282  nra.  Initial 
experiments  found  unexpectedly  large  OH  signals  from  the  region  between  the 
cool  flame  and  the  second  stage  of  ignition.  However,  the  signal  was  found 
to  be  dependent  on  the  square  of  the  laser  intensity  suggesting  that  the  OH 
was  being  produced  photolytically.  At  low  intensities  natural  OH  with  a 
fluorescence  signal  proportional  to  the  laser  intensity  could  be  detected 
with  a  sharply  peaking  concentration  in  the  cool  flame,  as  expected. 

By  detecting  the  OH  with  a  second  lower  powered  dye  laser  fired  a 
variable  time  after  the  first  the  decay  of  OH  back  to  its  steady  state 


concentration  following  its  photolytic  production  could  lie  observed.  A 
similar  peturbation  method  has  previously  been  used  in  hot  flames  by  Chou 
and  Bean  [4].  By  observing  the  dependence  of  the  signal  on  the  wavelength 
of  the  photolysis  laser  the  photolytic  species  was  shown  to  be  a  peroxide, 
probably  hydrogen  peroxide.  In  the  post  cool  flame  region  the  OH  decay 

could  be  fitted  over  a  thousand  fold  drop  in  concentration  to  the  sum  of  3 

exponentials.  The  interpretation  is  in  terms  of  the  generalised  model  [l, 
3]  shown  in  the  figure.  Hie  initial  fast  decay  is  ascribed  to  the  reaction 
of  OH  with  the  fuel  (kj).  The  second  slow  decay  is  essentially  determined 
by  the  termination  rate  (k3)  after  the  OH  and  R02  have  equilibrated.  The 
slowing  to  the  third  rate  is  caused  by  decomposition  of  the  branching  agent 
(k6)  becoming  significant.  The  results  show  that  the  kinetic  chains  are 
short,  with  the  propagation,  termination  and  branching  rates  all  of 
comparable  (!'■;.*.  This  contrasts  with  earlier  formulations  of  the  model 

[l-3]  but  in  '  un.»  stent  with  the  conclusions  of  Baldwin  et  al  [5].  The 

experimentally  determined  rates  were  consistent  with  those  derived  from 
literature  rate  constants  where  these  were  available. 
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Chemical  mechanism  for  initial  stages  of  hydrocarbon  oxidation 


MODELING  NITRIC  OXIDE 
FORMATION 
IN  COMBUSTION* 

James  A.  Miller 
Combustion  Research  Facility 
Sandia  National  Laboratories 
Livermore,  CA  94550 


ABSTRACT 

Nitric  oxide  formation  under  lean  combust  ion  conditions  is  well  understood  and  can  be 
predicted  accurately  by  the  Zel’dovich,  or  thermal.  NO  mechanism.  However,  complica¬ 
tions  arise  under  rich  conditions  and  when  nitrogen  is  chemically  bound  in  the  fuel.  These 
situations  have  in  common  the  feature  that  hydrogen  cyanide  is  formed  as  an  intermediate. 

The  development  of  a  kinetic  model  that  accurately  describes  NO  formation  under 
a  wide  range  of  conditions  requires  a  close  interaction  among  modeling,  theory,  and  ex¬ 
periment.  This  paper  will  describe  such  an  interaction.  Particular  topics  to  be  covered 
include 

1)  modeling  nitric  oxide  formation  in  well-stirred  reactors, 

2)  the  conversion  of  HCN  to  NO  and  Nj  in  low-pressure  Hi/Oi/Ar  -  HCN  flames, 

3)  hydrocarbon/nitric-oxide  interactions  in  low  pressure  flames, 

4l  the  theoretical  prediction  of  the  rate  coefficients  for  O  +  HCN  -»  products  and  OH  + 
HCN  —  products. 


*  Research  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  Office  of  Basic  Energy  Sci¬ 
ences,  Division  of  Chemical  Sciences. 
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MODELLING  OF  THE  GAS  PHASE  FREE  RADICAL  CHEMISTRY  OF  THE  PLASMA 

ETCHING  PROCESS:  CF„  AND  CF./CL  MIXTURES 
4  4  2 

I.C.  Plumb  and  K.R.  Ryan 

CSIRO  Division  of  Applied  Physics,  Sydney,  Australia  2070 

Although  plasmas  of  CF^  and  mixtures  of  CF^  with  0 2  are  used  widely  for 
the  etching  of  semiconductors,  the  chemistry  of  these  plasmas  is  not  well 
understood.  A  model  has  been  developed  which  places  emphasis  on  the  gas 
phase  free  radical  reactions  occurring  in  these  plasmas  and  the 
calculations  of  the  model  are  compared  with  the  experimental  results  of 
Smolinsky  and  Flamm  II] . 

Important  requirements  for  the  model  are  dissociation  rates  and 
branching  ratios  for  the  dissociation  paths.  Electron  impact  dissociation 
rates  for  CF^  and  02  have  been  deduced  from  the  experimental  measurements 
of  consumption  of  CF^  and  02  in  CF^/Oj  plasmas  as  a  function  of  feed  gas 
composition  and  flow  rate.  Dissociation  rates  for  other  species  have  been 
calculated  relative  to  CF^  where  cross-section  data  are  available,  or  set 
equal  to  the  CF^  dissociation  rate  where  no  data  are  available.  The 
dissociation  paths  for  CF^  have  been  deduced  from  a  knowledge  of  the  free 
radical  reaction  rates  and  the  stable  product  distribution  observed  down¬ 
stream  of  a  radio-frequency  discharge  by  Smolinsky  and  Flamm.  It  is  con¬ 
cluded  that  CF2  is  a  direct  product  of  electron  impact  of  CF4  and  that  its 
rate  of  production  is  about  twice  that  of  CFj.  This  direct  formation  of 
CF2  from  CF^  rather  than  by  electron  Impact  dissociation  of  CF^  is  an 


important  feature  of  the  model. 


For  CF^  plasmas,  the  amount  of  CF^  consumed  is  low  because  gas  phase 
reactions  between  F  and  both  CF^  and  CF^  lead  to  the  rapid  re-forming  of 
CF4  121 

CF2  +  F  *  CF3  (1) 

M 

CF,  +  F  -»•  CF.  (2) 

3  4 

The  effect  of  reactions  (1)  and  (2)  under  conditions  appropriate  to  plasma 
etching  is  to  hold  the  concentrations  of  CFj,  CF2  and  F  virtually  constant 
over  a  wide  range  of  flow  rates.  When  Si  is  added  to  the  plasma,  the 
model  predicts  only  minor  changes  in  the  concentrations  of  the  major  species 
in  the  discharge  but  significant  changes  to  the  stable  products  observed 
downstream. 

In  CF4/02  plasmas,  rapid  gas  phase  reactions  between  O  atoms  and  both 
CF3  and  CF2  [3,41 
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allow  the  F  concentration  to  increase,  which  is  in  accord  with  experimental 
observations.  The  model  is  able  to  predict  the  trend  of  the  experimental 
results  as  the  mixture  composition  and  flow  rate  are  changed.  The  agreement 
for  concentrations  of  the  observed  stable  products  CO,  CO,,  and  COF,,  is 
generally  better  than  a  factor  of  two  over  a  wide  range  of  experimental 
conditions.  Although  the  molecular  fluorine  concentrations  predicted  by 
the  model  are  lower  than  those  observed  experimentally,  the  total  amount  of 
fluorine  produced  (F  and  F2)  is  in  good  agreement  and  it  is  suggested  that 
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atomic  fluorine  may  have  been  combining  on  the  surface  of  the  sampling 
pinhole  in  the  experiments  of  Smolinsky  and  Flamm. 

A  total  of  49  gas  phase  reactions  were  included  in  the  model  for 
CF^/O^  plasmas.  However,  it  can  be  shown  that  only  13  have  important 
effects  on  the  results  of  the  modelling.  Five  of  these  are  electron 
impact  dissociation  processes  and  the  remaining  eight  are  free  radical 
reactions.  Of  the  eight  important  free  radical  reactions,  the  rate 
coefficients  for  all  except  one  are  well  established. 

For  both  CF^  and  CF^/02  plasmas,  the  calculations  of  the  model  are 
in  good  agreement  with  the  experimental  data  over  a  wide  range  of 
experimental  conditions.  This  confirms  the  importance  of  gas  phase  free 
radical  reactions  in  these  plasmas. 
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REACTION  OF  CF3  RADICALS  ON  Si02  and  Si  SURFACES  BETWEEN  300-600  K 

Robert  Robertaon,  Michel  J.  Roast,  and  David  M.  Golden,  Department  of  Chemical 

Kinetics,  SRI  International,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94025 


The  reaction  between  CFj  radicals  and  the  surfaces  of  interest  were  studied  in 
a  VLPif  flow  reactor  whose  total  pressure  was  kept  in  the  millltorr  range.  The 
CF-j  radicals  were  generated  from  CF3I  both  by  UV  (248  nra)  and  IR-multiphoton 
photolysis,  and  the  subsequent  gas-phase  reaction  products  were  followed  by 
mass  spectrometry  and  by  in  situ  REMPI  (resonance-enhanced  multlphoton  ioniza¬ 
tion)  of  CF3.  The  surface  reaction  was  found  to  yield  CO,  IIF,  COo,  C0F2  and 
SIF4.  The  U20  level  was  greatly  reduced  in  comparison  to  our  earlier  studies 
(to  IX),  nevertheless,  hydrogen-containing  products  were  clearly  observable, 
indicating  that  trace  amounts  of  water  readily  react  with  CP3. 

The  kinetics  of  homogeneous  CF3  recombination,  which  we  also  measured  under 
our  conditions  on  an  absolute  Basis,  served  as  the  “clock"  for  the  surface 
reactions.  The  rates  for  the  irreversible  surface  loss  of  CF3  and  for  the 
formation  of  CO  and  other  surface  reaction  products  were  measured  as  a  func¬ 
tion  of  temperature  of  the  substrate  surface,  and  a  simple  Langmuir-type 
kinetic  model  was  used  to  describe  the  heterogeneous  reactions,  which  are 
competing  with  homogeneous  gas-phase  chemistry. 

The  REMPI  studies  of  CP3  indicate  the  real-time  behavior  of  the  radical  in  the 
presence  of  the  hot  surface  and  directly  obtain  the  sticking  coefficient  of  CF3. 
lie  believe  these  values  to  be  of  great  fundamental  and  practical  interest 
as  they  represent  the  first  values  for  sticking  coef f iecients  of  radicals 
that  were  obtained  in  a  direct  way. 
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